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Abstract: This research article is the outcome of a study conducted to critically analyze the credibility of the Indian Knowledge System 

(IKS) and indigenous resource inclusion at various levels of the teaching and learning process for inculcating socio-emotional 

intelligence. Socio-emotional intelligence refers to the ability to recognize, understand, and manage one’s own emotions, as well as 

understand and relate effectively to the emotions of others. This article begins with a discussion of the meaning of Socio-Emotional 

Intelligence (SEI) and the status of SEI skills among learners in India. It also discusses the various initiatives to inculcate Socio 

emotional skills through education and the challenges in their implementation. After having presented the credibility component, the 

article presents an elaborate account of teaching SEI through references and select lines taken from the Indian Epics i.e.,the Ramayana 

and the Mahabharata; and, select lines from the Bhaghvad Gita. Towards the end, the conclusion and findings are presented that are 

indicative of the future course of action and the high level of impact of IKS in curricula on the lines of the recommendations proposed 

in NEP2020. This article serves as a valuable resource for educators, policymakers, and other stakeholders interested in promoting the 

holistic development of individuals through education.  
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Knowledge is passed down systematically from one generation to the next through the Indian Knowledge System (IKS). Rather from 

being a custom, it is an organized system and a method of knowledge transfer. The Vedic literature, the Upanishads, the Vedas, and the 

Upvedas form the foundation of the Indian Knowledge System. The National Education Policy, or NEP-2020, takes as its guiding 

premise the rich legacy of timeless Indian knowledge and philosophy. The Jnan, Vignan, and Jeevan Darshan knowledge systems of 

India have developed from experience, observation, experimentation, and thorough analysis. Our education, arts, administration, law, 

justice, health, manufacturing, and commerce have all been touched by this legacy of validating and putting into practice. This has had 

an impact on Bharat's classical and other languages that were passed down through creative, oral, and literary traditions. It encompasses 

knowledge of ancient India, its achievements and difficulties, as well as an understanding of India's future goals with regard to ecology, 

health, education, and really every facet of existence. Indian Knowledge System, Yoga, Veda, Reconfiguring Education 

IKS Cell 

Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) is an innovative cell under Ministry of Education (MoE) at AICTE, New Delhi. It is established to 

promote interdisciplinary research on all aspects of IKS, preserve and disseminate IKS for further research and societal applications. It 

will actively engage for spreading the rich heritage of our country and traditional knowledge in the field of Arts and literature, 

Agriculture, Basic Sciences, Engineering & Technology, Architecture, Management, Economics etc. 
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Objectives of Indian knowledge system 

The Indian knowledge system seeks to encourage and enable more study in a number of areas, including holistic health, psychology, 

neuroscience, nature, the environment, and sustainable development, in order to address current societal problems. The main goal of 

learning from the past and integrating Indian knowledge systems is to use our ancient knowledge systems, which are characterized by 

an unbroken tradition of knowledge transfer and a distinctive point of view, to solve current and emerging problems in India and the 

world (Bhāratiyu Drishti). 

Functions of IKS Division 

The primary role of the IKS division is to encourage private sector organizations to get involved in IKS-based and related 

multidisciplinary and transdisciplinary work being done by numerous universities, national importance institutions, R&D labs, and 

ministries both in India and overseas. The other is to form, direct, and oversee multidisciplinary research groups focused on certain 

subjects, made up of researchers from various institutes, centers, and individuals. In addition, popularization campaigns should be 

developed and promoted, funding for different projects should be made easier, procedures for doing research should be established, and 

policy suggestions should be developed as needed to advance IKS. 

Vision of IKS 

To promote interdisciplinary research on all aspects of “Indian Knowledge Systems”, preserve and disseminate “Indian Knowledge 

Systems” for further research and societal applications. 

Year :- 2023-24 

 Faculty Development Programme 

 Celebration of Traditional Days to promote Indian Culture & Tradition 

 Regular Prayer in College 

 Celebration of Indian Festivals in Collaboration with Brahamakumaris, NGOs and Other Religious Organizations.  

 Value Education based programmes 

Implementation in Universities 

In January 2024, IIT Roorkee and IIT Bhilai signed an MoU on December 29, 2023 to strengthen the academic and research 

collaboration between the two institutions. MoU includes promoting Indian culture, IKS, and developing projects across 

domains. 

 In July 2024, IIT Mandi launched MS (research) And PhD programs in Music and Musopathy. The programs aim to explore 

therapeutic values and science behind Indian music for the overall well-being of human body, mind, and consciousness by 

leveraging the connection between music, technology, and health.[23][24] 

 In July 2024, Department of Higher Education (Madhya Pradesh) included political concepts from Ramayana, Mahabharata, 

and Arthashastra, and problem solving skills from Vedic text and Chanakyaniti in its undergraduate and postgraduate programs. 

DHE confirmed creation of "Indian Knowledge Tradition Centres" in government and private universities across the state. 

 

Support 

The work of the IKS division has been interpreted by some as being guided by a mission to preserve Indian heritage, apply ancient 

knowledge to modern problems such as climate change, and decolonize Indian education in a way that reduces undue Western 

influences. 

The IKS Division of All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) selected 15 research topics covering six focus areas ranging 

from Science and Engineering to Linguistics, Arts, Management, Yoga, and Indian Traditional Knowledge Base. The main vision is to 

train researchers who will embody the ‘Indian way’ of doing research. 

Criticism 

Critics of the IKS division have asserted that its curricula pedal pseudoscience and pseudohistory, do not constitute a genuine scholarly 

"decolonization" programme, are a tool of indoctrination by the Hindutva ideology of the ruling Government, and will economically 

and professionally disadvantage Indian graduates in the workforce. 

Writing for The Wire, Vasudevan Mukunth criticised the introduction of a new textbook under the auspices of IKS as a "Trojan horse 

of pseudoscience". The textbook in question dismisses as a myth the commonly accepted belief that "aeronautics was developed 

by Wright Brothers in 1903," asserting instead that 5,000 years before the Wright Brothers, "Maharshi Bhardwajan wrote an epic called 

Yantra Sarvasva and aeronautics is a part of the epic. Yantra Sarvasva is not available now but out of whatever we know about it, we 
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can believe that planes were a reality in Vedic age." The textbook also asserts that "It’s a Myth that Theory of Gravity was discovered 

by Isaac Newton in 1666 AD; the truth is that thousands of years before Newton, a number of epics were written on the gravitational 

force and we can find the evidence in the Rig Veda". 

Manasi Thapliyal Navani, a professor in the School of Education Studies at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University Delhi, has criticized the 

IKS curriculum as not being genuinely decolonial, stating that "Indigenous knowledge education or decolonisation projects begin with 

a critical dialogue with history and with the dominant forces that have shaped modern disciplines," and because IKS curricula lack such 

critical engagement, "the whole project essentially boils down to becoming one of indoctrination." 

Jaheer Mukthar, an assistant professor of economics at Kristu Jayanti College in Bangalore, asserted that "the government is clearly 

using the textbook as a tool for propagating the Hindutva agenda". 

Another criticism is that the IKS curricula may deprive students of access to useful Western knowledge, or bias them against it. In his 

article for The Wire, Mukunth also warned that an IKS education "would render [Indian] graduates even more unemployable, or under-

employed, than they already are".Some critics have urged that IKS courses be made optional so as to not create issues for students who 

want to take courses that are better for their employment prospects. 

Critics have also alleged that it serves to disseminate propaganda to further the political agenda of India's ruling Government and its 

far-right Hindutva/Hindu nationalist ideology. 

                                                                               

Mission:  

1. Create a database of individuals and organizations who have contributed by way of Research, Teaching, Publication and Preservation 

of ancient and contemporary rich Indian knowledge systems ranging from Art, Music, Dance, Drama, to Mathematics, Astronomy, 

Science, Technology, Life Sciences, Environment and Natural sciences, Health care, Yoga, Law, Jurisprudence, Economics, Social 

sciences, Psychology, Philosophy, Management, Linguistics, oral traditions of India, knowledge hidden in Sanskrit, Prakrit,, Tamil, 

Pali, etc. 

 2. Create portal for archival and dissemination of this rich knowledge and also create an open portal and keep it dynamic and live like 

wiki, in a PPP mode.  

3. Promote and enable further research to address the societal challenges faced today in several areas including Holistic health, 

Psychology, Neuroscience, Nature, Environment, and Sustainable development. 

 4. To identify scholars and institutions who have worked in various areas of IKS and their works and to categorize the major areas. 

 5. To get reports of work done by all people who have contributed to IKS and bring out regular publications.  

6. To promote research in IKS for providing proof of concepts, new knowledge generation, effective interdisciplinary work useful for 

society.  

7. To create research fellowships or fellowships of visiting Professors/ Scientists/ Scholars: Sanskrit Professors in IITs/ IISERs/IIMs/ 

Universities and Professors of Science and Technology in Sanskrit universities.  

8. To provide financial assistance to research activities, workshops, seminars and publications for furthering the cause of IKS. To 

suggest measures to integrate IKS in text books and reference books of modern disciplines of knowledge offered at school and higher 

education. 
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 9. To establish IKS cells in General universities, Sanskrit Universities, and other institutions under MoE.  

10. To initiate collaboration/ coordination between institutions under Ministry of Education (MoE), other ministries, departments, 

independent scholars, NGOs and private institutions working in the field of IKS to promote interdisciplinary research involving modern 

streams and ancient Shastras.  

11. To explore and adopt a PPP model, wherever feasible (e.g. creating a wiki type platform and comprehensive IKS portal).  

12. To constitute Expert Groups and committees to plan, execute and oversee the objectives of IKSdivision.  

13. To take up any step, work, project or activity to further the cause of IKS 

Subjects under Indian knowledge system: Humanities, Engineering, Medicine, Agriculture, Community knowledge systems, Fine and 

Performing arts, Vocational skills, etc, which have IKS content. As per the guidelines, the courses must have a clear mapping of the 

traditional subjects in IKS with the modern subjects such as Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Agriculture, etc 

Some of the key activities of the Centre will be: 

  

1. Discussion Forum: Weekly discussions on selected topics related to IKS will be conducted. The discussions will include 

concise presentations by experts on the chosen topic, followed by question and answer session and discussion. 

2. Annual National Conference: Our Centre will organize workshops, lecture series, symposiums, seminars and conferences to 

present, discuss and exchange research literature. One national conference will be organised annually to promote collaborative 

learning in IKS. 

3. Establishing Research Excellence: We will attract renowned scholars, researchers, and experts in Indic studies to form a 

world-class research team. Encouraging collaborative research projects, grant applications, and partnerships with leading 

institutions will strengthen our research capabilities. 

4. Publications: The Centre will actively facilitate and promote publication of research articles, monographs, essay anthologies, 

and paper series produced by scholars and experts under its aegis. 

5. Research Journal: A peer reviewed, refereed international journal will be started by the Centre to empower scholars 

researching and writing on interdisciplinary issues. The Centre will focus on publishing select, quality research articles on IKS. 

6. National and International Collaborations: We will actively seek collaborations with both national international research 

centres, universities, and organizations working in related fields. By fostering academic exchanges and joint research projects, 

we aim to create a global network of scholars dedicated to advancing research in IKS. These will serve as channels to 

disseminate research findings, share cultural insights, and promote constructive dialogue. 

7. Pedagogical and Curricular Integration of IKS: Researching IKS will encourage critical engagement with historical texts 

and ancient traditions. Teachers can use relevant insights from in classroom discussions. Both students and teachers can analyse 

and interpret IKS texts in the light of contemporary challenges, fostering a deeper appreciation of the timeless wisdom 

embedded within the Indian Knowledge Systems.  

The Centre for Research in Indian Knowledge Systems seeks to be a catalyst in the paradigm shift from West-oriented knowledge to 

Indian Knowledge Systems, as earlier recommended and initiated by National Education Policy (2020). With a clear vision, a strong 

mission, profound values and a comprehensive structure, our centre endeavours to contribute to the advancement of IKS, promote 

cultural appreciation, and contribute significantly to the global understanding of IKS and their enduring relevance in the modern world. 

Conclusion  

IKS is important in today’s Education field, from primary education to higher education . In NEP (2020) IKS is the part of Curriculum 

of maximum Programs. 
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