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Abstract 

Humour is the drift of experience to stimulate inner happiness and provide laughter and pleasure. It 

develops and controls an individual’s physical and mental health. The word humour has its own emotions 

and meanings it’s a pure psychological expression of human being. It also contains certain elements in it. 

Literature is nothing but the life of human or the imitations of human life, literature too have no exception 

from the humorist thoughts. In Literature, humour is used in a storyline on a proper time, place and ideas. 

Each writer has its own way of expressing their idea or thoughts in a humoristic way. In this R.K. Narayan 

too follows its own idea of exploring it. His writings, which are fictionalized, portray the uniqueness and 

quirks of modern Indian life. He introduces sarcastic quality of writing in his novels. This paper explores the 

expression of humour within both situations and characters in the novel of Swami and Friends. R.K. Narayan 

a perfect South Indian writer used to choose stories and characters around him and he explains about the 

complexities of Indian Society. 
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 Humour is the drift of experience to stimulate inner happiness and provide laughter and pleasure. 

The term ‘humour’ originates from ancient Greek and they used it as a medicine. The word humor thus seen 

as ‘body fluid’. Which helps to balance the fluids in human body? And it takes the major part to control the 

emotions of both physical and mental health of human being. Interestingly in Indian Natya Shastra among 

nine nava rasas, humor won its own place. Thus, humour is an expression or emotion delivered by human, 

according to Warren and McGraw humor can be defines “as a psychological response characterize by the 

positive emotion of amusement the appraisal that something is funny and the tendency to laugh” 

(“Differentiating what is humorous from what is not” 408). Humour has been defined in many different 

ways. J.B.Priestley defines humour as “thinking in fun while feeling in earnest” (English Humour 9). 

According to Thackeray “the best humour is that which contains most humanity, that which is flavoured 
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throughout with tenderness and kindness” (The Complete Works of William Makepeace Thackeray 715). 

George Eliot defines humour “as the sympathetic presentation of incongruous elements in human nature and 

life” (Adam Bede 195). Talking about the elements of humor it finds that the writers have used twenty. Six 

types of humor in their works they are: Slapstick humour, Dry Humour, Word Play Humour, Toilet Humour, 

Satirical Humour, Witty Humour, Cringe Humour, Dark Humour, Observational Humour, Ironic Humour, 

Self-Enhancing Humour, Topical Humor, Self-defeating Humour, Highbrow Humour, Absurd Humour, 

Lowbrow Humour, One-Liner Humor, Burlesque Humor, Hyperbolic Humor, Anecdotal Humor, Parodic 

Humor, Aggressive Humor, Affiliative Humor and Surprise and Incongruity. 

In literature all these elements are used in an appropriate place and time. In Literature humor is used 

as an effective tool not just makes the audience laugh, but more importantly it conveys the messages to the 

readers or audience and it provides that platform for the readers to think. And it’s also true that it breaks the 

monotony and gives relaxation. Though there are many elements in humor, writers often choose their own 

techniques and tools to impress their own audience/readers.  

Sometimes the readers drive away because of the over thinking and dark stories. So often it’s a 

perfect choice to include comic character, even in a foreboding and most terrifying stories. When humours 

are taken inside the storyline it may lighten the mindset of the readers and they can experience more fun. As 

said before each writer has their own choice to impress their own audience one of the famous person who 

induce humour in his writing is R.K. Narayan. 

Rasipuram Krishnaswamy Narayan , popularly known as R.K. Narayan he is one of the famous and 

predominant figure in Indian Writing in English. R.K. Narayan born in a South Indian Village Rasipuram. 

He contributed more than seventy years in the field of writing. R.K Narayan to his merits he wrote fifteen 

novels, five short story collections, travelogues, and he also translated Indian Epics. His novels are not only 

famous in India but widely spread across the world. And it’s also translated into different languages. All his 

novels are classified into early novels, domestic novels, novels dealing with Mammon worshippers and 

political novels. Through his writings, he created a fictional world centered around the fictitious town of 

Malgudi. At the mind of R.K. Narayan writing lies a profound appreciation for the comic aspects of human 

experience. Though he used humour, it serves both as an entertainment and it also explores the deeper 

meaning hidden in the society, often it provides human values as well. 

 R.K. Narayan’s Swami and Friends (1935) contains more humorous elements. His story telling in this 

novel is unremarkable; because of his comical writing it provokes laughter to the readers. Swami is the 

major character in this novel, the whole novel travelled through his point of view. Though he can see as an 

important person in the novel, R.K. Narayan depicts his characters as ‘unheroic hero’; the character won’t 

show or do anything in a heroic manner. Swamy is a school boy of ten years; he is a student in Albert 

Mission School. 

He is not a bright student in school, he sees Monday as ‘Black Monday’ because after enjoying his 

weekend (Saturday and Sunday) it’s difficult for him to work on Monday. Even he has strict treatment in his 

home. Swami is a humorous character; his humour sense can mostly see in his school when he is along with 

his friends. When his friends Mani and Rajam quarrel with each other, Swami plays the role of a mediator. 
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Swami conveys Rajam’s message to Mani and Mani’s message to Rajam. The reader can feel the high sense 

of humour when Swami becomes a mediator. Along with Swami’s character, the readers can feel R.K. 

Narayan’s sense of humour it can perfectly see in the character of Swami. Even in the quarrel between Mani 

and Rajam, Narayan adopts a ‘serio-comic’ attitude. Swami’s humoristic way of mediating his friends is 

quoted below; 

‘Are you a man?’ Rajam flared up and shouted, ‘Which dog doubts it’ Swaminathan turned to Mani and said 

ferociously, ‘Which dirty dog doubts it?’” 

“Have you the courage to prove that you are a man?” asked Mani 

Swaminathan turned to Rajam and repeated it. 

‘How?’ 

‘How?’ repeated Swaminathan to Mani. 

‘Meet me at the river, near Nallappa’s Grove, tomorrow evening.’ 

‘-Near Nallappa’s Grove’, Swaminathan was pleased to echo. 

‘What for?’ asked Rajam. 

‘To see if you can break my head.’ 

‘Oh, to pieces,’ said Rajam. (Swami and Friends 15-16). 

 The whole novel contains a comic element in it. It’s more interesting to note that R.K. Narayan have 

spoken about leaking out exam question paper. During exam time Mani used to speak with school-clerk and 

he gives fresh brinjals to him. Because he thinks that the clerk knows everything, though the clerk denied 

that he won’t have any knowledge about question paper, they are not ready to accept it.“Mani flattered him 

by asking, if he did not know the questions, who else do. By just a little more of the same judicious flattery 

the clerk was moved to give what Mani believed to be valuable hints” (53). 

Swami’s father teaches him Mathematics, because he is very poor in calculations. His father dictates 

a sum, he gives Mangoes as an example. Swami reads the question again and again but can’t understand 

anything. Each time he reads he gets a different meaning and he got scared. Instead of focusing more on 

calculations he focuses more on Rama and Mangoes. He thinks that why Rama fix fifteen annas for ten 

Mangoes. And he also wants to know whether the mangoes are ripped or not. He thought of asking his father 

but he is scared of him and he strongly believes he can find ananswer if he comes to know the mangoes are 

ripped or not. In order to escape from his father, he says that all these types of sums are not taught in his 

school. 

Rama has ten mangoes with which he wants to earn fifteen annas. Krishna wants only four mangoes. 

How much will Krishna have to pay?  

Swaminathan gazed and gazed at this sum, and every time he read it, it seemed to acquire a new meaning. 

He had the feeling of having stepped into a fearful maze.  

His mouth began to water at the thought of mangoes. He wondered what made Rama fix fifteen 

annas for the ten mangoes. What kind of man was Rama? Probably he was like Shankar. Somehow one 

couldn’t help feeling that he must have been like Shankar, with his ten mangoes and his iron determination 
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to get fifteen annas. If Rama was like Shankar, Krishna must have been like the Pea. Here Swaminathan felt 

an unaccountable sympathy for Krishna. (86) 

R.K. Narayan uses Swami the child as a natural medium to express humour. Because often people 

used to admire child’s humours sense, they use to convey messages in a funny way and sometimes it 

contains hidden meaning in it. According to S.C.Harrex, Narayan “finds the child a natural medium for 

humour both because the child has an innate sense of fun and capacity for joy, and because the child is often 

unconsciously funny, particularly when it is being most serious or when it adopts grossly exaggerated 

attitudes” ( The Fire and the Offering 52). As a writer R.K. Narayan perfectly understand the child’s world 

and also the psychology of the child. He also portrays the child’s world in a ‘mock-heroic fashion’.  

Through Swami’s character he tries to question the society, probably he asks the questions in his 

mind. R.K. Naryan introduces the character Ebenazer and he is a scripture teacher in Swami’s school. He 

used to attack Hindu Gods and glorifies Jesus. And Swami finds its harmful, so he asks, “Did our Jesus go 

gadding about with dancing girls like your Krishna? Did our Jesus go about stealing butter like that arch-

scoundrel Krishna? Did our Jesus practice dark tricks on those around him?” (Swami and Friends, 4). 

Swaminathan get up and asked, “If he did not, why was he crucified?” (ibid). 

R.K. Narayan used humour as a perfect tool not just to laugh and pass, but it also made the readers to 

think and analyse the society in a better way. R.K. Narayan’s characters in this novel explores wit, irony and 

cultural insight, and it has unique blend of character, and it gives a perfect comic environment in his 

narrative. All his characters offer to focuses on the complexities of Indian society. He has taken all the 

characters and situations around him it makes the readers to connect themselves along with those characters. 
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