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Abstract: The construction of multipurpose dams like Polavaram project has led to the displacement of millions of 

people worldwide, resulting in significant social, economic, cultural impacts on affected communities. This study 

examines the experiences of aged, women and youth who have been forcibly relocated from their ancestral homes 

and resettled in new locations. Through research methods like interviews, group discussions and observation 

investigated the challenges faced by this vulnerable population. These challenges include loss of traditional 

livelihoods and cultural heritage, disruption of community networks and cohesion, problems of adjustment and 

increased chances of exploitation. But Youth expressed the chances of education and employment opportunities in 

new locations. The displaced aged, women and youth often face unique challenges and problems in new 

environment. 

Index Terms-Displacement, Resettlement, Rehabilitation, Tribes, Community, vulnerable population 

Introduction  

The Polavaram Irrigation Project is a Multipurpose one with National status building on river Godavri 

conferring Irrigation benefits in the upland areas of Visakhapatnam, East Godavari, West Godavari and Krishna 

Districts. It also envisages drinking water supply to Visakhapatnam Township and other towns and villages enrooted 

and Industrial water supply to the Visakhapatnam coast based Steel Plant and other industries in the vicinity, 

generation of hydel Power, affording Navigation facilities, development of aquaculture and providing recreation and 

other benefits, besides urbanisation. 

The Project is located in Andhra Pradesh near Polavaram village about 34 KMs. (21 Miles) upstream of 

Kovvur - Rajahmundry Road and 42 KM. (26 Miles) upstream of Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage, at Longitude 81°-39' 

46" E and Latitude 17°-16' 53" N. 
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In 1980, then Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh Tanguturi Anjaiah laid the foundation stone for the 

prestigious Polavaram irrigation project. In the year 2004 Y. S. Rajasekhara Reddy performs bhoomi pooja with the 

estimation cost of 8,261 cr and the administrative sanction was accorded for construction of right and left canals at a 

cost of Rs 1,320 crore and Rs 1,353 crore. As of the latest updates, the estimated cost of the Polavaram Project has 

escalated to around ₹55,548 crores. 

Impact of the Project on Eluru and ASR Districts 

The Polavaram Project has a significant impact on various districts and habitations, particularly in ASR and Eluru. 

Here are the detailed effects: 

Affected Districts: The project impacts ASR and Eluru districts, with a total of 373 habitations affected 

(371 habitations in ASR and Eluru districts due to submergence, 1 habitation under the Left Main Canal in Kakinada 

District, and 1 habitation under the Right Main Canal in Eluru District). 

Mandals: A total of 9 mandals across three districts are going to affect. This includes 5 mandals in ASR, 3 

mandals in Eluru, and 1 mandal in Kakinada. 

Habitations: The number of habitations affected are 235 in ASR, 137 in Eluru, and 1 in Kakinada, bringing 

the total to 373. 

Families: The total number of families going to be affected is 106,006, with 56,632 of these being tribal 

families. 

Resettlement and Rehabilitation Colonies: Currently, 213 R&R colonies are being constructed. Of these, 

26 colonies have been completed, 49 are under construction, and the remaining 138 are in the proposal stage. 

The resettlement process for those displaced by the Polavaram Project in Andhra Pradesh began in 2007. The project, 

which involves constructing a large dam on the Godavari River, has led to the displacement of thousands of families, 
particularly in tribal areas. The state government, in coordination with the Central Government, initiated the 

Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R) process to relocate affected populations. However, the process has faced 

numerous challenges, including delays and concerns over adequate compensation and support for displaced 

communities. 

The construction of the coffer dam in the Polavaram Project has led to a significant rise in backwaters, 

causing the submergence of several tribal villages in the upstream areas. This has raised concerns over the 

displacement of local populations and the loss of livelihoods for many tribal communities. The increased water levels 

due to the coffer dam have exacerbated the situation, leading to widespread flooding in these regions. 

Several families were forced to leave their ancestral lands and homes due to submergence and relocated in 

R&R colonies. This displacement causes lot of socio-economic and psychological problems for the tribals especially 

on aged, women and youth. This paper intends to record the impact of Polavaram project on these vulnerable 

sections of the community. An interview schedule was administered to understand their attitudes, opinions and 

problems after displacement. 
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Tab-1: Opinion about impact of Displacement on Aged 

S.No Impact of Displacement on Aged 
Fully  

(%) 
Partial (%) 

No  

(%) 

1 Breakdown of family ties 83(86.5) 10(10.4) 3(3.1) 

2 Cut off community ties 76 (79.2) 8(8.3) 12(12.5) 

3 Loss of ancestral property 90(93.7) 5(5.2) 1(1.1) 

4 Loss of natural setting 85(88.6) 8(8.3) 3(3.1) 

5 Lack of indigenous healthcare practices 69 (71.9) 24(25.0) 3(3.1) 

6 problems of adjustment in new location 68(70.8) 18(18.8) 10(10.4) 

 

 

This table examines various aspects of how displacement impacts elderly individuals. Each impact is 

categorized based on the degree to which respondents experienced it: "Fully," "Partial," or "No." 

The elderly individuals in the sample consist of 96. A special interview was conducted to record their opinion 

about the impact they felt about displacement from their ancestral lands and homes. 
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A substantial majority (86.5%) of elderly respondents expecting a breakdown of family ties in future due to 

displacement. This indicates that displacement often separates families, leaving elderly individuals isolated and 

without essential support systems. 

A significant number (79.2%) reported being fully cut off from their community ties, which underscores the 

social isolation faced by the elderly during displacement. Community ties are vital for social interaction, emotional 

support, and cultural continuity. 

An overwhelming majority (93.7%) reported a full loss of ancestral property. This reflects the severe 

emotional toll of displacement on the elderly, as ancestral property often holds significant sentimental value and is a 

source of security and heritage. 

The loss of natural settings is fully experienced by 88.6% of respondents, indicating that the elderly feel a 

profound disconnect from their familiar environments. Natural settings often provide a sense of place, identity, and 

continuity. 

A considerable majority (71.9%) fully experienced a lack of access to indigenous healthcare practices, which 

are often integral to their health and well-being. These practices include traditional medicines, magic and rituals. 

A majority (70.8%) fully struggled with adjusting to new locations, highlighting the difficulties the elderly 

face in adapting to new environments, cultures, and social structures. 

The data reveals that displacement has a profound and multifaceted impact on elderly individuals, affecting 

their social, economic, and psychological well-being. 

 

Tab-2:  Opinion about the impact of Displacement on Women 

S. No Impact of Displacement on Women 
Fully  

(%) 
Partial (%) 

No  

(%) 

1 Breakdown of family ties 140(93.9) 7(4.7) 2(1.4) 

2 Loss of Livelihood and Economic independence 112(75.2) 19(12.7) 18(12.1) 

3 Increased workload and responsibilities 135(90.6) 9(6.0) 5(3.4) 

4 Exposure to exploitation  134(90) 13(8.7) 2(1.3) 

5 Reduced participation in Decision Making 122 (81.9) 19(12.7) 8(5.4) 

6 problems of adjustment in new location 132(88.5) 11(7.5) 6(4.0) 
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The data in this table provides insights into various challenges faced by women due to displacement. 

The Women sample consists of 149 in study. A special interview was conducted to record their opinion about 

the impact they felt about resettlement in a new location which is not familiar to them. 

An overwhelming majority (93.9%) of women are expecting a chance of breakdown of family ties due to 

displacement. This indicates severe social disruption, leaving women isolated from their primary support systems. 

The adolescent children may expose to modern ways of life and cultivate bad habits, disrespect towards elders, lavish 

spending and neglecting parents. 

A significant number of women (75.2%) confirmed they have already lost their livelihood and economic 

independence. Displacement often disrupts employment and income sources, particularly affecting women who may 

have been engaged in local, informal, or home-based economic activities. Some women reported that they have to 

travel 20 to 30 kms and work in agricultural farms or aqua units to feed their children and aged parents. 

A vast majority (90.6%) of women experienced a full increase in workload and responsibilities. Displacement 

often shifts additional burdens onto women, including caring for family members, managing household needs, and 

making the new house suitable to live. The women have to play dual roles both work and home.  

A substantial proportion (90%) of women reported chances of exposure to exploitation. Displacement can 

increase vulnerability to various forms of exploitation, including labor, sexual exploitation, and abuse. 

A significant majority (81.9%) of women experienced full reduction in participation in decision-making 

processes. Displacement often marginalizes women's voices in household and community decisions, exacerbating 

gender inequalities. 

A large majority (88.5%) of women faced full problems of adjustment in new locations. Displacement 

necessitates adapting to new social, cultural, and environmental contexts, which can be particularly challenging for 

women due to gender-specific roles and expectations. 

Displacement has profound and multifaceted impacts on women, affecting their social, economic, and 

psychological well-being. 
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                        Tab-3:  Opinion about the impact of Displacement on Youth 

S.No 
Impact of Displacement  

On Youth 

Fully  

(%) 
Partial (%) 

No  

(%) 

1 Increased Educational opportunities 204(88) 20(8.6) 8(3.4) 

2 Access to Employment 171(73.7) 40(17.2) 21(9.1) 

3 Improvement of life skills 205(88.4) 24(10.3) 3(1.3) 

4 Difficulties adjustment in new location 6(2.6) 39(16.8) 187(80.6) 

5 Disconnection from traditional land and heritage 183(78.8) 42(18.1) 7(3.1) 

6 Addiction to bad habits  145(62.5) 64(27.6) 23(9.9) 

 

 

 

The above data outlines various impacts of displacement on youth. 

The youth sample consists of 232 in the study. A focused interview was conducted to identify the opinions, 

attitudes and knowledge about the impact of displacement and resettlement in R&R Colonies. 

A significant majority (88%) of the youth experienced an increase in educational opportunities due to 

displacement. This suggests that relocation might provide access to better educational facilities and resources than 

were available in their original locations. 
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A majority (73.7%) of the youth reported full access to employment opportunities, indicating that 

displacement may lead to better job prospects in new locations. 

Contrary to the majority some youth (17.2%) experienced partial improvement in employment access, while a 

minority (9.1%) did not report increased access to employment. 

A substantial majority (88.4%) of youth reported a full improvement in life skills. Displacement can provide 

new experiences and challenges that enhance life skills such as adaptability, resilience, and problem-solving. 

Only a small percentage (2.6%) of youth fully experienced difficulties in adjusting to new locations. This 

suggests that the majority of youth are adaptable and can integrate into new environments relatively smoothly. 

 A notable percentage (16.8%) experienced adjustment difficulties partially, while a large majority (80.6%) 

did not report significant issues in adjusting to new locations. 

A significant majority (78.8%) of youth reported a full disconnection from their traditional land and heritage. 

This indicates a profound impact on their cultural identity and a loss of connection to their ancestral roots. 

Some youth (18.1%) experienced this disconnection partially, while a very small group (3.1%) did not report 

a disconnection, possibly due to efforts to maintain cultural practices in new locations. 

A majority (62.5%) of youth fully experienced an increase in bad habits, such as substance abuse or other 

detrimental behaviours. Displacement can lead to increased stress and lack of supervision, contributing to such 

issues. 

A significant number (27.6%) experienced this issue partially, while a minority (9.9%) did not report an 

increase in bad habits, indicating variability in how displacement affects behaviour. 

The displacement caused by the Polavaram Project has had significant and varied impacts on women, youth, and the 

elderly among tribal communities. 

Aged: Struggle with the breakdown of family and community ties, loss of ancestral property, and adapting to new 

environments, particularly with a lack of indigenous healthcare practices. 

Women: Face challenges like loss of livelihood, increased responsibilities, and exposure to exploitation, and reduced 

decision-making power. 

Youth: Experience both positive and negative effects, such as increased educational and employment opportunities 

but also difficulties in adjusting, disconnection from their heritage, and risks of developing bad habits. 

Conclusion  

Overall, the displacement caused by the Polavaram Project has severely disrupted the social fabric, 

economic stability, and cultural continuity of the affected communities. The forced relocation has not only uprooted 

these communities from their ancestral lands but also severed the deep ties they had with their natural surroundings, 

leading to a profound loss of cultural heritage and traditional knowledge systems. The impact on their livelihoods has 

been significant, as many of these communities relied heavily on the land and natural resources for their economic 

sustenance. This disruption has also led to social fragmentation, with the disintegration of community structures and 

the weakening of social networks that were once central to their way of life. 
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To address the multifaceted challenges faced by these displaced communities, it is imperative that a 

comprehensive and sensitive approach to rehabilitation is undertaken. The Government, in collaboration with NGOs, 

Civil Societies, and intellectuals, must develop and implement strategies that promote sustainable growth and 

development. These strategies should be grounded in a deep understanding of the unique needs, aspirations, and 

cultural identities of the affected communities. 
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