
© 2024 JETIR September 2024, Volume 11, Issue 9                                                           www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

 

JETIR2409013 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org a135 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE AGE OF AI: 

COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES 
Dr Durga Lakshmi S,  

Principal In-charge in Government Law College Salem,  

ABSTRACT: 

The rapid development of Artificial Intelligence (AI) presents profound implications for human rights in the 

digital age. This paper critically examines the intersection of human rights and digital technologies, focusing on 

privacy, freedom of expression, and equitable digital engagement. It provides a comprehensive comparative 

analysis of legal frameworks and cultural perspectives on digital rights across various regions. The section on 

privacy delves into the complexities of data protection in an era of AI-driven surveillance and data processing, 

comparing legislative measures such as the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in Europe, the California 

Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) in the United States, and emerging data protection laws in Asia. Case studies 

illustrate both successes and challenges in protecting data privacy amidst AI advancements. Freedom of 

expression is scrutinized in light of AI's role in content moderation and censorship, exploring legal and ethical 

tensions. Comparative perspectives on regulatory frameworks will be analysed, showcasing varying degrees of 

restriction and protection of free speech in the digital realm. Equitable digital engagement addresses the digital 

divide and inclusivity of AI technologies, examining policies aimed at bridging gaps in AI access and 

participation. Case studies on participatory democracy and digital engagement facilitated by AI demonstrate AI's 

potential and pitfalls in promoting inclusive digital environments. The research also investigates ethical AI 

practices, drawing on international guidelines and standards to evaluate their effectiveness. Policy 

recommendations aim at developing comprehensive digital rights frameworks, advocating for ethical AI practices, 

and fostering international cooperation to harmonize digital rights standards. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

The advent of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has ushered in an era of unprecedented technological advancement, 

reshaping various aspects of human life, governance, and the global economy. However, this rapid development 

brings with it significant implications for human rights, particularly concerning privacy, freedom of expression, 

and equitable digital engagement. As AI systems become increasingly integrated into everyday activities, there is 

an urgent need to examine how these technologies impact fundamental human rights and to ensure that legal 

frameworks are adapted to address these challenges effectively. 
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In the context of privacy, AI-driven surveillance and data processing technologies pose substantial risks. The 

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) in Europe and the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) in the 

United States are landmark legislative measures that aim to protect personal data from misuse. In India, the right 

to privacy was elevated to the status of a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in the landmark case of Justice 

K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. v. Union of India and Ors1. This ruling recognized privacy as intrinsic to the 

right to life and personal liberty under Article 212 of the Indian Constitution. The Personal Data Protection Bill, 

2019, currently under consideration by the Indian Parliament, seeks to establish a comprehensive framework for 

data protection, reflecting principles akin to those found in the GDPR. Freedom of expression is another pivotal 

aspect of human rights that is profoundly affected by AI. The use of AI in content moderation and censorship has 

sparked debates over the balance between protecting free speech and preventing the spread of harmful content. In 

India, Article 19(1)(a)3 of the Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of speech and expression, subject to 

reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2)4. The case of Shreya Singhal v. Union of India5 is notable, where the 

Supreme Court struck down Section 66A6 of the Information Technology Act, 2000, deeming it unconstitutional 

due to its overly broad restrictions on online speech. This decision underscores the judiciary's role in safeguarding 

free expression against undue censorship, including that which may be influenced by AI technologies. Equitable 

digital engagement addresses the critical issue of the digital divide and the inclusivity of AI technologies. Access 

to digital resources and AI technologies varies significantly across different regions and socio-economic groups, 

leading to disparities in who benefits from technological advancements. The Indian government has launched 

several initiatives, such as the Digital India campaign, aimed at promoting digital inclusivity and bridging the 

digital divide. However, challenges persist in ensuring that marginalized communities are not left behind in the 

AI-driven digital transformation. Ethical AI practices are essential to mitigate the risks associated with AI 

deployment. International guidelines, such as the OECD Principles on AI and the European Commission’s Ethics 

Guidelines for Trustworthy AI, provide a framework for the responsible development and use of AI. In India, the 

NITI Aayog's National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence emphasizes the need for ethical considerations in AI 

development, advocating for transparency, accountability, and fairness. 

PRIVACY IN THE DIGITAL AGE: 

The integration of Artificial Intelligence (AI) into various sectors has significantly transformed data processing 

and surveillance, raising critical concerns about data privacy. AI technologies often rely on vast amounts of 

personal data to function effectively, leading to increased risks of data breaches, unauthorized data sharing, and 

surveillance. In this context, robust data privacy laws are essential to safeguard individuals' personal information 

and ensure that AI technologies are deployed ethically. Data privacy issues in the AI context are multifaceted. AI 

systems can process and analyze large datasets to generate insights, predict behaviors, and make decisions, which 

often involves collecting and storing sensitive personal information. This can lead to potential abuses, such as 

                                                             
1 K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. v. Union of India and Ors. (2017) 10 SCC 1 
2 Article 21 of the Indian Constitution https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1199182/     
3 Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1142233/  
4 Article 19(2) of the Constitution https://indiankanoon.org/doc/493243/  
5 Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 5 SCC 1 
6 Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 https://indiankanoon.org/doc/170483278/  
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unauthorized access to personal data, invasive surveillance, and discriminatory profiling. The need to protect data 

privacy is thus paramount to prevent these adverse outcomes and maintain public trust in AI technologies. 

Globally, regions have adopted varying approaches to data privacy. In Europe, the General Data Protection 

Regulation (GDPR) sets a high standard for data protection. The GDPR, which came into effect in 2018, mandates 

that personal data be processed lawfully, transparently, and for a specific purpose. It also grants individuals 

significant rights over their data, including the right to access, correct, and delete their information. Organizations 

that fail to comply with the GDPR face substantial fines, underscoring the regulation's stringent enforcement 

mechanisms. 

In the United States, the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA), effective since 2020, represents a significant 

step towards comprehensive data privacy protection. The CCPA provides California residents with rights similar 

to those under the GDPR, such as the right to know what personal data is being collected and the right to request 

the deletion of their data. It also imposes obligations on businesses to protect consumer data and disclose their 

data practices transparently. 

Asia presents a diverse landscape of data protection laws. Countries like Japan, South Korea, and Singapore have 

enacted stringent data privacy regulations. Japan's Act on the Protection of Personal Information (APPI) was 

revised in 2017 to enhance data protection measures and align more closely with international standards. South 

Korea's Personal Information Protection Act (PIPA) is one of the most comprehensive data privacy laws in Asia, 

offering strong protections for personal data. Singapore's Personal Data Protection Act (PDPA) also sets rigorous 

standards for data protection and has been amended to address emerging privacy challenges in the digital age. 

India, too, is progressing towards establishing a robust data protection framework. The Personal Data Protection 

Bill, 2019, seeks to regulate the processing of personal data by both public and private entities. The bill introduces 

key principles such as data minimization, purpose limitation, and the requirement for obtaining explicit consent 

from individuals before processing their data. It also proposes the establishment of a Data Protection Authority to 

oversee compliance and enforce data protection regulations. The right to privacy was affirmed as a fundamental 

right by the Supreme Court of India in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. v. Union of India and Ors7, which 

has significant implications for the development of India's data protection laws. Case studies illustrate the tangible 

impact of AI on data privacy. For instance, in 2018, Cambridge Analytica's misuse of personal data from millions 

of Facebook users highlighted the potential for AI to exploit personal information for political purposes, leading to 

widespread public outcry and regulatory scrutiny. This incident underscored the need for robust data privacy 

regulations to prevent such breaches and ensure accountability in AI data processing. 

In India, the Aadhaar project has raised significant privacy concerns. The Supreme Court, in its landmark 

judgment in K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (Aadhaar judgment)8, upheld the validity of the Aadhaar scheme 

but imposed strict conditions on its use, emphasizing the need for data protection and privacy safeguards. The 

judgment mandates that Aadhaar data should not be used for purposes other than those specified, and consent must 

                                                             
7 K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) and Anr. v. Union of India and Ors. (2017) 10 SCC 1 
8 K.S. Puttaswamy v. Union of India (Aadhaar judgment), (2019) 1 SCC 1 
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be obtained for data processing. As AI continues to evolve, it is crucial to address these privacy challenges through 

comprehensive legal frameworks and effective enforcement mechanisms. By learning from different regions and 

their approaches to data privacy, policymakers can develop robust regulations that protect individuals' rights while 

fostering innovation in AI technologies. 

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION AND AI: 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) plays a significant role in content moderation and censorship, impacting freedom of 

expression across the globe. AI systems are extensively used by social media platforms and other digital services 

to manage vast amounts of user-generated content. These systems can automatically detect and remove content 

deemed inappropriate or harmful, which helps in maintaining platform policies and ensuring user safety. However, 

the use of AI in content moderation also raises concerns about over-censorship, bias, and the suppression of 

legitimate expression. 

AI's role in content moderation is particularly crucial given the scale and speed at which content is produced 

online. Algorithms can scan text, images, and videos to identify content that violates community guidelines, such 

as hate speech, misinformation, and explicit material. While AI can efficiently handle the volume of content, it 

often lacks the nuance to accurately interpret context, leading to potential errors and unjustified censorship. These 

issues highlight the need for a balanced approach that combines AI efficiency with human oversight. Comparative 

perspectives on freedom of expression reveal varying degrees of regulation and protection across regions. In 

Europe, the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) protects freedom of expression under Article 10, 

allowing for restrictions only when necessary in a democratic society. The General Data Protection Regulation 

(GDPR) also indirectly affects content moderation by protecting personal data and ensuring transparent 

processing. 

In the United States, the First Amendment of the Constitution guarantees robust protection for freedom of speech, 

limiting the government's ability to regulate expression. However, private companies, including social media 

platforms, have broad discretion to moderate content under their terms of service. This leads to a complex 

dynamic where platforms navigate between upholding free speech and enforcing community standards, often 

using AI to manage content at scale. 

India's legal framework also grapples with balancing freedom of expression and content regulation. Article 

19(1)(a)9 of the Indian Constitution guarantees the right to freedom of speech and expression, but this right is 

subject to reasonable restrictions under Article 19(2)10 in the interests of sovereignty, security, public order, 

decency, and morality, among others. In the case of Shreya Singhal v. Union of India11, the Supreme Court of 

India struck down Section 66A12 of the Information Technology Act, 2000, which criminalized offensive online 

content, citing it as unconstitutional for being overly broad and vague. This landmark judgment underscored the 

importance of protecting free speech in the digital era. 

                                                             
9 Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1142233/ 
10 Article 19(2) https://indiankanoon.org/doc/493243/ 
11 Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 5 SCC 1 
12 Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 https://indiankanoon.org/doc/170483278/ 
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AI-driven censorship has led to several notable case studies demonstrating its impact on freedom of speech. For 

instance, during the 2020 protests against the Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) in India, various social media 

platforms reportedly used AI algorithms to flag and remove content related to the protests. This raised concerns 

about the suppression of political dissent and the ability of AI to accurately differentiate between harmful content 

and legitimate protest speech. Another case involves the global response to COVID-19, where AI-driven content 

moderation systems were employed to tackle misinformation. While this was crucial for public health, there were 

instances where legitimate discussions and criticisms of governmental responses were erroneously censored, 

highlighting the limitations of AI in content moderation. 

In China, AI is extensively used for state censorship, monitoring online activities, and controlling information 

flow. The Great Firewall of China, an advanced internet censorship system, employs AI to block access to foreign 

websites and filter sensitive content. This level of state control severely restricts freedom of expression and access 

to information, providing a stark contrast to more liberal regulatory environments. While AI plays a vital role in 

managing online content, its use in content moderation and censorship poses significant challenges to freedom of 

expression. Comparative perspectives highlight the need for balanced regulatory approaches that protect free 

speech while addressing harmful content. Case studies from different regions underscore the importance of 

transparency, accountability, and the inclusion of human oversight in AI-driven content moderation systems to 

safeguard freedom of expression in the digital age. 

EQUITABLE DIGITAL ENGAGEMENT: 

The Digital Divide and Access to AI Technologies: 

The digital divide refers to the disparity between those who have access to modern information and 

communication technologies (ICT) and those who do not. This gap is particularly significant in the context of AI 

technologies, which are increasingly integral to economic, educational, and social opportunities. The divide can be 

attributed to various factors, including economic disparities, geographic location, and education levels. In 

countries like India, the digital divide is a pressing issue, as large segments of the population lack reliable internet 

access and digital literacy, limiting their ability to benefit from AI technologies. 

Efforts to bridge the digital divide in India include initiatives like the Digital India campaign, launched by the 

government in 2015. This campaign aims to transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge 

economy by improving internet connectivity and digital infrastructure. Programs such as Bharat Net seek to 

provide high-speed internet to rural areas, thereby enhancing access to digital resources and AI technologies. 

Despite these efforts, challenges remain, such as the uneven distribution of digital infrastructure and the need for 

more extensive digital literacy programs. 

Cultural Perspectives on Digital Inclusivity: 

Cultural perspectives play a crucial role in shaping how digital inclusivity is perceived and implemented. Digital 

inclusivity involves ensuring that all individuals, regardless of their background, have equal access to digital 
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technologies and the opportunities they provide. Cultural factors, including language, social norms, and 

educational practices, influence digital engagement and the adoption of AI technologies. 

In India, linguistic diversity presents both challenges and opportunities for digital inclusivity. With 22 officially 

recognized languages and hundreds of dialects, creating digital content and AI applications that cater to this 

diversity is essential. Initiatives like the National Digital Literacy Mission (NDLM) aim to enhance digital literacy 

across different linguistic and cultural groups, ensuring that digital tools are accessible to all. Furthermore, the use 

of AI in developing multilingual digital platforms can help bridge language barriers and promote inclusivity. 

Cultural norms also impact digital engagement. For instance, gender norms in some regions may limit women's 

access to digital technologies. Addressing these cultural barriers requires targeted efforts to promote digital 

literacy among women and other marginalized groups, ensuring that they can equally participate in the digital 

economy. 

Case Studies on Participatory Democracy and Digital Engagement Facilitated by AI: 

AI technologies have the potential to enhance participatory democracy by enabling greater citizen engagement and 

facilitating more efficient governance. Several case studies illustrate how AI-driven digital engagement can 

promote democratic participation. One notable example is the use of AI in the MyGov platform, an initiative by 

the Government of India to encourage citizen participation in governance. Launched in 2014, MyGov leverages 

AI and digital tools to solicit feedback from citizens on various policy issues, gather suggestions, and facilitate 

discussions. The platform has been instrumental in increasing transparency and involving citizens in the decision-

making process. Another case study involves the use of AI in the electoral process. During the 2019 Indian general 

elections, AI tools were employed to analyze social media trends and sentiment, providing insights into public 

opinion and helping political parties and candidates to tailor their campaigns. This use of AI facilitated more 

informed and responsive political strategies, though it also raised concerns about data privacy and the potential for 

manipulation. 

In rural areas, AI-driven digital platforms have been used to enhance agricultural practices and improve 

livelihoods. For instance, the e-Choupal initiative by ITC Limited uses AI to provide real-time information and 

advisory services to farmers, helping them make better decisions about crop management and market access. This 

initiative has empowered farmers by improving their access to information and resources, thereby promoting more 

equitable digital engagement. 

In the digital divide and promoting equitable digital engagement require concerted efforts to enhance access to AI 

technologies and digital literacy. Cultural perspectives must be considered to ensure that digital inclusivity 

initiatives are effective and respectful of diverse communities. Case studies from India demonstrate the potential 

of AI to facilitate participatory democracy and enhance digital engagement, highlighting both the opportunities 

and challenges in this domain. By prioritizing inclusivity and equity, policymakers and stakeholders can ensure 

that the benefits of AI and digital technologies are accessible to all. 
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ETHICAL AI PRACTICES: 

Principles of Ethical AI and Their Application in Different Regions: 

Ethical AI practices are founded on principles designed to ensure that AI technologies are developed and deployed 

in ways that are fair, transparent, and accountable. Key principles include fairness, transparency, accountability, 

privacy, and security. These principles aim to prevent biases, protect individual rights, and ensure that AI systems 

are used responsibly. 

In Europe, the European Commission has established the Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy AI, which outline 

seven key requirements: human agency and oversight, technical robustness and safety, privacy and data 

governance, transparency, diversity, non-discrimination and fairness, societal and environmental well-being, and 

accountability. These guidelines serve as a framework for developing AI systems that are ethically sound and 

aligned with European values. 

In the United States, ethical AI practices are guided by various sector-specific guidelines and corporate policies. 

For example, the AI Principles adopted by Google emphasize principles such as avoiding unfair bias, being 

accountable to people, and incorporating privacy design. These principles aim to ensure that AI technologies are 

developed in ways that respect human rights and promote social good. 

In India, ethical AI practices are being shaped by initiatives like the National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence, 

developed by NITI Aayog. This strategy emphasizes the need for AI to be inclusive, transparent, and accountable. 

It highlights the importance of addressing biases in AI systems and ensuring that AI deployment is aligned with 

the broader goal of inclusive development. The strategy also underscores the need for regulatory frameworks to 

govern AI ethics. 

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES: 

Online Harassment and AI's Role in Combating It: Online harassment has become a pervasive issue in the 

digital age, affecting individuals across various platforms. Harassment can take many forms, including 

cyberbullying, trolling, doxxing, and hate speech. The anonymity and reach of the internet exacerbate these 

problems, making it challenging to hold perpetrators accountable. AI technologies are increasingly being 

employed to detect and mitigate online harassment by analyzing large volumes of content for abusive language, 

threats, and other harmful behaviors. 

AI-driven tools like Natural Language Processing (NLP) and machine learning algorithms can identify patterns of 

harassment in real-time, enabling platforms to take swift action against offenders. For example, social media 

giants like Facebook and Twitter use AI to flag inappropriate content, which is then reviewed by human 

moderators. Despite these advancements, AI systems are not foolproof and can sometimes misinterpret context, 

leading to false positives or negatives. Therefore, it is crucial to combine AI with human oversight to ensure 

accurate moderation. 
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In India, online harassment is addressed under several legal provisions. The Information Technology Act, 2000, 

particularly Section 66A13 (now struck down), previously dealt with offensive messages. Additionally, Section 

354D14 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) addresses stalking, including online stalking, and Section 50915 of the IPC 

covers acts intended to insult the modesty of a woman, which can apply to online harassment cases. The Supreme 

Court's judgment in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India16, which invalidated Section 66A, emphasized the need for 

clear and specific legal provisions to address online harassment without infringing on free speech rights. 

Tools and Policies for Anti-Censorship and Promoting Free Speech: Censorship remains a contentious issue 

worldwide, with governments and platforms grappling to balance free speech with the need to prevent harm. AI 

technologies can be used both to enforce and circumvent censorship. On one hand, AI can automatically remove 

content that violates community guidelines or national laws. On the other hand, it can also be leveraged to develop 

tools that protect free speech and resist censorship. 

Anti-censorship tools such as VPNs (Virtual Private Networks), Tor, and decentralized platforms help users access 

blocked content and communicate freely. AI can enhance these tools by providing more robust and adaptive 

techniques to bypass censorship. Additionally, blockchain technology, combined with AI, can create immutable 

records of information that are resistant to tampering and censorship. 

Promoting free speech requires not only technological solutions but also supportive policies. In India, the legal 

landscape includes protections for free speech under Article 19(1)(a)17 of the Constitution, with reasonable 

restrictions outlined in Article 19(2)18. Legal challenges, such as the case of The Secretary, Ministry of 

Information and Broadcasting v. Cricket Association of Bengal19, have highlighted the judiciary's role in balancing 

free speech with regulatory needs. This case underscored the importance of minimal interference in broadcasting 

content while ensuring that regulations serve public interest without stifling expression. 

Inclusive Digital Policies and Practices: Inclusive digital policies are essential to ensure that the benefits of 

digital technologies and AI are accessible to all, regardless of socio-economic background, gender, or geographic 

location. Such policies aim to bridge the digital divide and promote digital literacy, ensuring equitable access to 

technology and the opportunities it offers. 

In India, the Digital India initiative embodies this approach, aiming to provide digital infrastructure as a utility to 

every citizen, governance and services on demand, and digital empowerment of citizens. Specific programs under 

this initiative, like BharatNet, aim to enhance internet connectivity in rural areas, thus promoting inclusivity. 

Moreover, policies that focus on digital literacy are crucial. The Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta 

Abhiyan (PMGDISHA) aims to make six crore rural households digitally literate, ensuring that they can 

effectively use digital services. Such initiatives are vital for fostering an inclusive digital economy where everyone 

                                                             
13 Section 66A of the Information Technology Act, 2000 https://indiankanoon.org/doc/170483278/ 
14 Section 354D of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) https://blog.ipleaders.in/section-354d-ipc-punishment/  
15 Section 509 of the IPC https://devgan.in/ipc/section/509/  
16 Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 5 SCC 1 
17 Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution https://indiankanoon.org/doc/1142233/  
18 Article 19(2) https://indiankanoon.org/doc/493243/ 
19 The Secretary, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting v. Cricket Association of Bengal (1995) 2 SCC 161 
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can participate and benefit from technological advancements. Gender inclusivity is another critical aspect. 

Programs that specifically target women's access to digital resources and skills training are necessary to bridge the 

gender digital divide. For example, the Internet Saathi program, launched by Google India and Tata Trusts, aims to 

empower rural women by providing digital literacy training, enabling them to access and benefit from online 

information and services. 

While AI and digital technologies offer significant opportunities to combat online harassment, promote free 

speech, and enhance inclusivity, they also present challenges that require careful and balanced approaches. Legal 

frameworks, technological solutions, and inclusive policies must work together to ensure that the digital landscape 

is fair, accessible, and respectful of human rights. By addressing these challenges proactively, we can harness the 

full potential of AI and digital technologies for the benefit of all. 

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Creating comprehensive digital rights frameworks is crucial to protect individuals' rights in the digital age. Such 

frameworks should encompass privacy, freedom of expression, access to information, and digital inclusivity. 

These rights frameworks should be grounded in existing legal principles while being adaptable to the evolving 

digital landscape. 

In India, the right to privacy was recognized as a fundamental right by the Supreme Court in Justice K.S. 

Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India20. This landmark judgment underlined the need for robust data protection 

laws. Consequently, the Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019, was introduced to provide a comprehensive legal 

framework for data protection. This bill aims to regulate the collection, storage, and processing of personal data, 

ensuring that individuals have control over their data and that their privacy is protected. 

To further develop a comprehensive digital rights framework, India should: 

i. Enact and Enforce Strong Data Protection Laws: Implement and enforce the Personal Data Protection Bill, 

ensuring it aligns with global standards like the GDPR to protect personal data and privacy. 

ii. Safeguard Freedom of Expression: Amend existing laws to prevent misuse while protecting free speech. 

The judiciary should continue to play a pivotal role in ensuring that restrictions on speech are reasonable 

and necessary, as seen in the case of Shreya Singhal v. Union of India21. 

iii. Promote Digital Literacy and Access: Expand initiatives like Digital India and BharatNet to ensure 

equitable access to digital technologies and resources across urban and rural areas. 

Recommendations for Ethical AI Practices and Equitable Digital Policies: 

Ethical AI practices are essential to prevent biases, ensure transparency, and protect human rights. 

Recommendations for ethical AI practices should include: 

                                                             
20 K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India (2017) 10 SCC 1 
21 Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015) 5 SCC 1 
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i. Establish Clear Ethical Guidelines: Develop national guidelines based on global standards, such as the 

OECD Principles on AI and the EU’s Ethics Guidelines for Trustworthy AI. These guidelines should 

address issues like fairness, transparency, accountability, and privacy. 

ii. Implement AI Governance Mechanisms: Create regulatory bodies to oversee AI development and 

deployment, ensuring compliance with ethical guidelines. These bodies should have the authority to audit 

AI systems and enforce penalties for non-compliance. 

iii. Promote Inclusive AI Development: Ensure that AI technologies are designed and deployed inclusively. 

This involves engaging diverse stakeholders in the development process and conducting impact 

assessments to identify and mitigate biases. 

 

For equitable digital policies, it is important to: 

i. Bridge the Digital Divide: Continue and expand programs aimed at increasing digital literacy and internet 

access, particularly in underserved communities. The PMGDISHA and Internet Saathi programs should be 

scaled up and complemented with new initiatives targeting other marginalized groups. 

ii. Encourage Digital Inclusion: Formulate policies that ensure all citizens, regardless of gender, socio-

economic status, or geographic location, have equal opportunities to benefit from digital technologies. This 

includes creating incentives for private sector participation in digital inclusion initiatives. 

Strategies for International Cooperation and Harmonization of Digital Rights Standards: 

International cooperation is crucial for harmonizing digital rights standards and ensuring that ethical AI practices 

are globally consistent. Strategies for fostering such cooperation include: 

i. Participate in International Frameworks: Actively engage with international organizations like the OECD, 

UNESCO, and the United Nations to contribute to and adopt global digital rights standards. This will help 

align India’s digital policies with international norms. 

ii. Bilateral and Multilateral Agreements: Enter into agreements with other countries to promote cross-border 

data protection, cybersecurity, and AI ethics. Such agreements can facilitate the sharing of best practices 

and harmonize regulatory approaches. 

iii. Create Regional Alliances: Work with neighbouring countries to establish regional frameworks for digital 

rights and AI ethics. Regional cooperation can enhance collective bargaining power and ensure that 

regional issues are addressed effectively. 

In developing comprehensive digital rights frameworks, promoting ethical AI practices, and fostering international 

cooperation are essential steps towards ensuring that digital technologies benefit all individuals while respecting 

their rights. By enacting strong legal protections, promoting inclusivity, and engaging in international dialogues, 

India can lead the way in creating a fair and equitable digital future. 
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CONCLUSION: 

The rapid evolution of artificial intelligence (AI) presents both unprecedented opportunities and daunting 

challenges for human rights in the digital age. Throughout this paper, we have explored the intersection of AI and 

human rights through various lenses, including privacy, freedom of expression, equitable digital engagement, 

ethical AI practices, and international cooperation. These discussions have underscored the urgent need for 

comprehensive frameworks to safeguard individual rights while harnessing the transformative potential of AI. In 

addressing privacy concerns, we examined the diverse approaches taken by regions such as Europe with the 

GDPR and the United States with the CCPA, contrasting these with emerging data protection laws in Asia. Indian 

case law, exemplified by the landmark judgment in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India (2017), 

highlighted the foundational importance of privacy as a fundamental right, driving legislative efforts like the 

Personal Data Protection Bill. The role of AI in moderating content and combating online harassment revealed 

ethical dilemmas and legal complexities, illustrated by cases involving freedom of speech protections under 

Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution and the implications of technological advancements on judicial 

interpretations, as seen in Shreya Singhal v. Union of India (2015). Equitable digital engagement emerged as a 

critical issue, emphasizing the digital divide and the imperative of inclusive policies. Initiatives like Digital India 

aim to bridge this gap, yet challenges persist in ensuring universal access and digital literacy. Ethical AI practices 

were scrutinized through international guidelines and standards, necessitating transparent governance and 

accountability frameworks to mitigate biases and uphold human rights. The strategies for international cooperation 

and harmonization of digital rights standards outlined pathways for collaborative approaches to global challenges, 

advocating for shared ethical norms and regulatory frameworks. While AI offers immense promise in advancing 

society, its responsible deployment hinges on proactive measures to protect fundamental rights and ensure 

inclusivity. By fostering robust legal frameworks, promoting ethical practices, and engaging in international 

dialogue, policymakers can cultivate a digital ecosystem that empowers individuals, upholds human dignity, and 

fosters equitable access to the benefits of AI technologies. Through collective efforts and sustained commitment to 

human-centric AI development, we can navigate the complexities of the digital age with integrity and ensure that 

technology serves the common good of all humanity. 
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