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Abstract  

George Orwell's Animal Farm (1945) is a timeless allegory that has been widely acclaimed for its scathing 

critique of totalitarian regimes and the perils of unchecked power. Set against the backdrop of a farm where 

animals stage a revolution to overthrow their human oppressors, the novella offers a nuanced exploration of 

class struggle, social hierarchies, and the corrupting influence of power. This article delves into the complex 

web of social hierarchies in Animal Farm, examining how Orwell uses the novella as a lens to critique the class 

struggle and revolutionary ideologies of his time. 

Keywords: Social hierarchies, Animal Farm, Spanish Civil War, World War II. 

 

1. Introduction:  

1.1. Historical Context 

Animal Farm was written during a period of great tumult, with the world still reeling from the aftermath of 

World War II and the rise of communist and fascist ideologies. Orwell, a democratic socialist, was deeply 

concerned about the dangers of totalitarianism and the erosion of individual freedoms. His experiences in the 

Spanish Civil War, where he fought alongside anarchist and socialist forces, had a profound impact on his 

worldview and informed his writing of Animal Farm. The novella is often seen as a critique of Stalin's Soviet 

Union, with its command economy and suppression of dissent. 

1.2. Class Struggle on the Farm 

The farm, owned by Mr. Jones, represents a microcosm of society, with animals divided into distinct classes. 

The pigs, intelligent and articulate, assume leadership roles, while the horses, cows, and sheep toil in the fields. 

The class struggle on the farm is palpable, with the working-class animals seeking to overthrow their 

oppressors and establish a more equal society. Orwell skillfully portrays the tensions between the different 

classes, highlighting the ways in which power is exercised and maintained.  
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1.3. The Role of Ideology 

The pigs, led by Snowball and Napoleon, use ideology to legitimize their rule and justify their exploitation of 

the other animals. The Seven Commandments, painted on the side of the barn, serve as a constant reminder of 

the revolution's ideals. However, as the pigs consolidate their power, they begin to manipulate and distort the 

Commandments to suit their own interests. Orwell highlights the ways in which ideology can be used to mask 

the pursuit of power and privilege. 

1.4. Hierarchies and Power Dynamics 

The social hierarchies on the farm are complex and multifaceted, with power dynamics shifting over time. The 

pigs, as leaders, exercise control over the other animals, using a combination of coercion, propaganda, and 

manipulation. The horses, in particular, are exploited for their labour, highlighting the ways in which those in 

power often seek to maintain their dominance. Orwell also portrays the ways in which those at the bottom of 

the social hierarchy, such as the sheep and hens, are often marginalized and excluded from decision-making 

processes. 

1.5. Corruption and the Abuse of Power 

As the pigs consolidate their power, they become increasingly corrupt and tyrannical. Napoleon, in particular, 

uses his position to accumulate wealth and privilege, while the other animals suffer. Orwell highlights the ways 

in which power can corrupt even those who initially had good intentions, leading to a betrayal of the 

revolution's ideals. The novella serves as a warning about the dangers of unchecked power and the importance 

of accountability and transparency. 

2. Conclusion 

Animal Farm offers a powerful critique of class struggle and revolutionary ideologies, highlighting the complex 

web of social hierarchies and power dynamics that underpin human society. Orwell's novella serves as a 

warning about the dangers of totalitarianism and the corrupting influence of power, emphasizing the importance 

of individual freedoms, accountability, and transparency. As a work of literature, Animal Farm remains a 

timeless classic, offering insights into the human condition and the perils of unchecked power. 
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