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Abstract : The paper tries to analyse the various discourses prevalent at a particular time to show the discursive practices of power.
In order to show the changing discourses of power in the Indian society, two novels separated by time: Nayanthara Sahgah’s Rich
like Us and Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger are chosen. The novel Rich Like Us is preoccupied with the organizational aspect of
society and the modalities of the distribution of power. Along with the chronicling of the politics of the period Sahgal describes
how a particular section of the society looks at the political events and how they respond to such situations. B The novel, The White
Tiger depicts how Balram became a successful businessman through manipulating the social structure. The novels are preoccupied
with the organizational aspect of society and the modalities of the distribution of power. Along with the chronicling of the politics
of the period these novels show how a particular section of the society looks at the political events and how they respond to such
situations for their benefits, making it a political society.
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Discourse according to Foucault is a form of representation, convention and habits of language use producing specific features of
culturally and historically located meanings. It is associated with the discursive practices and discursive formation associated with
particular institutions and their ways of establishing orders of truth or what is accepted as reality in a given society. These epistemes
are historical, changing suddenly over time. Discourse is a social parlance or language in use and considered it to be both the product
and manifestation not of a

timeless linguistic system, but of particular social conditions, class structures and power relations that alter in the course of history.
A discourse constitutes sequences of such relations to objects, subjects and other enouncements. A discursive formation is defined
as the regularities that produce such discourses. Foucault used the concept of discursive formation in relation to his analysis of large
bodies of knowledge, such as political economy and natural history.

Foucault argues that power is not the possession of a group or an individual. It is a network spread through societies. Individual is
both the effect of power and the element of its articulation. Or the individual is the site and the instrument of power. According to
Foucault, power is something that works through institutionalized and accustomed discourses that open up delimited forms, actions,
knowledge and being. Knowledge and power relations constitute each other by rendering the social world into a form that is both
knowable and governable, each being dependent on the other. Techniques of knowledge and procedures of discourse were capable
of investing in. Between techniques of knowledge and strategies of power there is no exteriority.

Here | use discourse as the modes of representation of a particular era in a literary genre. Power is seen as the control of the social
and political sphere. The various discourses prevalent at a particular time will show the discursive practices of power. Here in order
to show the changing discourses of power | have chosen the literary genre of novel. In order to show the changing discourses of
power in the Indian society I have chosen two novels separated by time: Nayanthara Sahgah’s Rich like Us and Aravind Adiga’s
The White Tiger.

On probing into Nayanthara Sahghal’s novel, we can see the existence of political societies as the pressurising agency that controls
power. It is the vested interest groups who regulate the power both political and economic. In Adiga, the control of power is through
manipulations and the manipulation is the discursive pattern that has become the norm of the day.

Jasbir Jain in her analysis of Nayanthara Sahgal’s novels finds the posing of the personal and the political matters together in her
characters when they are placed in a political environment. The account of the recent political events in her novels is imbued to the
core with an acute consciousness of the political and historical developments that she saw and took part in as a senior bureaucrat.
Rich Like Us intertwines the fate of Sonali, a young Indian Civil Servant, and Rose, a British women. Rose struggles to find a sense
of home in this foreign society of India, filled with ancient customs, including the sati, and exotic social standards. She is entangled
in a three-pronged marriage, as she is the second wife of Ram. Rose suffers to understand the Indian culture, and its ramifications
on the female spirit. As Ram’s health deteriorates, she realizes her rights as wife are in question. Sonali is unwittingly embroiled in
a political controversy and faces a transfer out of Delhi to a lower post. She objects to the establishment of the Happyola Drink
Factory on the grounds of its irrelevance to the country. It emerges that this enterprise is the result of a secret deal supported by the
Minister of Industry. Dev, Ram’s son from his other wife, Mona, schemes to take all Ram’s assets by disposing off Rose. Dev,
Rose’s step son, is one of the local Indian partners in the deal. He forges his father’s signature and secretly withdraws large sums
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of money to finance the venture. Rose suspects his duplicity and voices her anxieties. On realizing her suspicion, Dev arranges for
Rose to be murdered by the members of a youth wing of the governing party.

The novel asks larger questions of government: the questions of who reigns and for whom. The use of power at the centre for the
personal benefit by the Madam of the novel proves that rather than the good of the society it is the good of certain people and group
that is met in the larger politics of the government. The struggle against the government is an indicator that many sections of the
society are not satisfied with the government and their struggle is for the benefit of their vested interest.

The novel is preoccupied with the organizational aspect of society and the modalities of the distribution of power. Along with
the chronicling of the politics of the period Sahgal describes how a particular section of the society looks at the political events and
how they respond to such situations. The approaches of the business group to the Emergency and of the poor are graphically
described in the novel. The various responses from different section of the society to the Emergency vary according to their needs
and political viewpoints. These groups according to their needs made use of the Emergency and in a way they became interest
groups who pressurize the governmental machinery to achieve their goals. These different sections of the society as presented in
the novel point towards a political society rather than a civil society. According to Partha Chatterjee civil society is,

In terms of the formal structure of the state as given by the constitution and the laws, all of the society is civil society; everyone is
a citizen with equal rights and therefore regarded as a member of civil society. The political process is one where the organs of the
state interact with the members of civil society in their individual capacities or as members of associations. (Chatterjee,:38)

Partha Chatterjee points out in his book Politic of the Governed that most of the inhabitants of India are only ‘tenuously’ rights-
bearing citizens in the sense imagined by the constitution. They are therefore not the members of civil society. But the governmental
activities bring the people together into a certain ‘political relationships’ and forms political society. The political society, organized
into association, transgress the strict lines of legality in struggling to live and work. The political society becomes a pressurizing
agent to achieve the vested interests of the group. Thus inside a country instead of a civil society there are many political societies
at work. Political society is not merely works with the governed but also with the governing as they also have the vested interests
and does things to fulfill their goals in an organized way.
Political society as pointed out by Partha Chatterjee is a kind of interest group that makes use of the governmental machinery for
the achievement of their goals. In the novel the characters like Madam made use of the political power for the benefit of her son.
She made use of her political power for the establishment of a car factory for her son against all the norms. And her wish for the
family succession to the Prime Ministership can in no way be related to the deeds of a member of a civil society who is a kind of
intermediary between the government and the people. Here personal becomes political rather than the civil, i.e., the political power
is used for the personal benefit.
In the novel there is a description of how a business group uses pressures on the government to get sanction for their business
project. The Minister of Ministry of India helps them in carrying out their mission. It is for the same reason that Sonali is transferred
to a lower rank. Again in the novel there is a description of the same business group‘s attempt to meet the Prime Minister to decide
upon the business policies of the government.
In the beginning of the novel there is a description about how a business group looks at the Emergency; how things can be
manipulated in and during the Emergency to achieve the goals of this class. The host of the gathering, a member of the business
class says,
This Emergency is just what we needed. The trouble makers are in jail. An opposition is something that we never needed. The way
the country is being run now, with one person giving orders, and no one is allowed to make a fuss about it in the cabinet or in the
parliament, means things can go full ahead without delays and weighing pros and cons for ever, strikes are banned. It’s going to be
very good for business. (Sahgal:8)
Again for the same business family there was a problem from their garment factory. The novel says that the tailors were seen as
just workers and not as a class. Their uprising towards forming a union was a threat to the entrepreneur which was solved during
the Emergency as people were not allowed to protest, as strikes and any form of protest was banned under Emergency. This indicates
that only a section of the society was benefited by the Emergency. Later in the novel the same business group meets the Madam to
seek out their business needs. Dev says, “this group of businessmen is going to get together and make suggestions to the Prime
Minister about business policies, how to deal with workers, and become more like Taiwan and Singapore, and set up new industries
and lots of other things....”(Sahgal:76). It shows that it is the vested interest groups that work in the decision making of the
government rather than the good of the society. Thus it is the political society that works in the policy making of a government
rather than the collective will of the people.
In chapter two of the novel there is a description of the Turkman Gate incident that took place in Delhi where the poor settlers were
demolished from their colony in order to build a factory there. The collective will of the people who were living there had been
crushed by the government for the interest of business groups. Thus the activity of demolishing the colony in the name of the good
of society actually turned out to be for the benefit of a business group which becomes political society in nature.
If it was the interest groups or group politics that regulated power as shown in Sahgals novel, it is the personal manipulation that
regulates the power in Adiga’s The White Tiger. The novel portrays how the central character becomes a success in life by
manipulating the social structure. It is the story of success of Balram Halwai through the manipulations. It is through personal
manipulations that Balram Halwai gained power than working through groups. The novel parades with incidents of how people
manipulate the social structure and the government machinery for personal benefits.
Adiga’s novel published in 2008, got the Booker prize in the same year. It is the story of the development of the central character
from a poor Halwai to a rich businessman. The novel depicts how Balram became a successful businessman through manipulating
the social structure. He goes through a series of manipulations to reach his goal like debauchery, bribe, murder...etc. he gains power
through manipulations. The power that he attained is not through a collective effort as was in the novel Rich Like us instead it is the
personal manipulations that controlled the power.

In the beginning of the novel there is a description of a school teacher who steals the lunch money from the school- from the
government programme to give every child lunch in school. No one in the village blamed the school teacher for this. “Every one in
the village knew that he would have done the same in his position. Some were even proud of him, for having got away with it so
cleanly.”(Adiga33) This is an indication of the personal manipulations of the governmental machinery by the individual.
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In the novel there is a description of an incident where Balram Halwai gets a birthday from a man from the government. The man
from the government who came to the village to prepare the voters list for the upcoming election. He asks Balram

“....'Name’?

Balram Halwai.

‘Age.’

No age.

No date of birth?

No, sir, my parents didn’t make not of it.

He looked at me and said, ‘I think you’re eighteen. I think you turned eighteen today. You just forgot, didn’t you?’

I bowed to him. ‘That’s correct sir. I forgot. It was my birthday today. ’(Adiga 96)

Here what the man from the government did is a kind of manipulation. Quite ironically Balram says, “Some one has voted for me
for 12 years.” (Adiga 97)

Balram Halwai was a man of ambition when he was appointed as the driver to Mr. Ashok he did not behave like the other drivers
he was different. When other drivers engaged themselves in their own amusements Balram kept away from them. When he reached
the town he was changed from a sweet, innocent village fool into a citified fellow full of debauchery, depravity and wickedness.
There he learned the art of manipulations from the people around him. There he saw how political leaders are corrupted and how
do they manipulate things. The post of the driver of Mr. Ashok was a place of training for him to learn the art of manipulations.
He starts his career as an entrepreneur from the money that he robbed from Mr. Ashok. He starts the manipulation with the murder
of his master. He traveled zigzag from Delhi to Banglore in order to escape from the police and he could deceive the police of his
identity. With the money that Balram got from Mr Ashok he traveled to Bangalore and started a new business, whitetiger-
technologydrivers.

In order to get a start in the business he bribes the local police with his money and manipulates things to suit his purpose. His
starting of the new business was with a manipulation. He bribed the police inspector to make the path for him to start the business.
Within no time he reaches heights- the working of manipulations.

Yet another manipulation that is described in the novel is the hitting of the boy on the cycle by Balram’s driver Mohammed Asif.
The novel describes how he pays the district commissioner to manipulate things for him. He escapes the situation without any legal
botheration.When Pinky madam killed a boy of the street through her rash driving, Balram is asked to take the responsibility of the
death. At this juncture he was given the assurance that the Mongoose, the landlord, will take care of him. He says, “the judge has
been taken care of.” ( Adiga 167) A manipulation of the judiciary.

The novel also talks about the manipulations carried out with help of media. The novel shows how we are made to believe by the
media. We live in a world of simulations created by the media. The politicians in order to attain public applause and support
constantly make statements through media.

“the health minister today announced a plan to eliminate malaria in Banglore by the end of the year. He has instructed all city
officials to work without holiday until malaria is a thing of the past. Forty five million rupees will be allocated to malaria eradication.
In other news, the chief minister of the state today announced a plan to eliminate malnutrition in Banglore in six months. He declared
that there would be not one hungry child in the city. All officials are to work single-mindedly towards this goal, he declared. Five
hundred million rupees will be allocated for malnutrition eradication....”( Adiga ,291)

These are only simulations not a real one as these promises are only remarks. In the novel there are many other instances of
manipulations like, how Mr.Ashok bribed the minister in order to get their mining buiseness to function smoothly, to manipulate
the income taxes, another manipulation., the Great Socialist having an auction for the post of doctors, the growth of Vijay from a
conductor to a great politition....etc.

Fiction is the expression of the most intimate awareness of the environment wherein it is written. It can well be perceived as a
society ruminating aloud and bringing into focus its very sinews. The evolution of fiction and the evolution of the consciousness of
the social apparatus are simultaneous and interlocked. Novel has inextricable bonds with the socio political milieu wherein it is
created. The novel invites the readers’ and writers’ mutual participation in a common situation to create a political consciousness.
Thus both the novels portray the discourses of power that were prevalent at the time of production. If the attainment of power was
through working in groups in Nayanthara Sahgal, it is the personal manipulations that controls power in Adiga’s novel. A change
in the discursive patterns of power has occurred in the passage of time from a political society to personal manipulations as the
pattern of control
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