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Abstract :  This paper presents the development and implementation of a hydroponics system utilizing the ESP8266 

microcontroller to monitor and control key environmental parameters such as temperature, humidity, air quality, water levels, and 

light intensity. The system incorporates various sensors, including the DHT11 for temperature and humidity measurement, the 

MQ135 for air quality monitoring, and a water level sensor to ensure the optimal functioning of the hydroponics system. The light 

intensity is measured using a light sensor, and all sensor data is visualized in MATLAB, providing a real-time monitoring 

interface. This system aims to enhance the efficiency and sustainability of hydroponics farming. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Hydroponics is a modern agricultural technique that allows plants to grow without soil, using nutrient-rich water solutions. This 

method offers several advantages over traditional farming, such as higher crop yield, reduced water usage, and the ability to grow 

in areas with limited access to arable land. However, the success of hydroponic systems is heavily dependent on precise control of 

environmental factors, including temperature, humidity, light intensity, water levels, and air quality. These factors play a crucial 

role in plant growth and can significantly impact the efficiency and productivity of hydroponics-based farming systems. 

In traditional hydroponic setups, environmental parameters are often monitored manually or with basic systems, requiring 

regular adjustments to optimize conditions. These manual processes can lead to inefficiencies and errors, which may result in 

suboptimal plant growth. Furthermore, maintaining an ideal balance of conditions can be challenging for large-scale operations, 

where real-time data collection and analysis are essential for ensuring consistent and sustainable plant growth. 

To address these challenges, this paper presents the design and implementation of an automated hydroponics monitoring system 

based on the ESP8266 microcontroller. The system integrates multiple sensors, including the DHT11 for monitoring temperature 

and humidity, the MQ135 for detecting air quality, a water level sensor for ensuring adequate water supply, and a light sensor for 

regulating light intensity. These sensors provide real-time data that is essential for optimizing environmental conditions in a 

hydroponic system. 

The collected sensor data is transmitted to MATLAB, where it is visualized in real time. This visualization allows users to 

monitor key parameters such as temperature, humidity, light intensity, and air quality, ensuring they are maintained within optimal 

ranges for plant growth. With the ability to access this data remotely, users can make informed decisions and take necessary actions 

to adjust the system as needed. 

By automating environmental monitoring and providing a user-friendly interface for data visualization, the proposed system 

aims to improve the efficiency, sustainability, and scalability of hydroponic farming. This paper outlines the hardware components, 

software development, and results of the system's implementation, demonstrating its potential to enhance modern agricultural 

practices. 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Hydroponics has garnered significant interest as a sustainable and efficient method for growing plants without soil. As the 

global population continues to rise and arable land becomes scarce, hydroponics offers a promising solution to meet the increasing 

demand for food. The development of automated hydroponic systems has become a key area of research, with advancements in 

sensor technology, microcontroller integration, and data visualization playing a crucial role in improving system performance and 

reducing human intervention. 

 

1. Hydroponic Systems and Environmental Control 

Hydroponics relies on maintaining optimal environmental conditions to ensure plant health and productivity. A review by 

Resh (2013) emphasizes the importance of controlling variables such as temperature, humidity, pH levels, nutrient 

concentration, and light in hydroponic systems. These factors directly influence plant growth, and even slight deviations can 

result in reduced yield or crop failure. To address these challenges, research has focused on designing automated systems that 

can monitor and regulate these conditions in real-time, minimizing human error and maximizing efficiency (Mabrouk et al., 

2017). 
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2. Use of IoT in Hydroponics 

The integration of the Internet of Things (IoT) into hydroponics has opened new avenues for remote monitoring and 

automation. Studies by Al-Doghman et al. (2020) and Kacira et al. (2018) demonstrate how IoT-enabled devices, such as 

temperature and humidity sensors, water level monitors, and light sensors, can be used to continuously collect environmental 

data. The IoT-based hydroponic systems can transmit this data to cloud platforms or local servers, providing users with real-

time insights and enabling them to make data-driven decisions for optimizing plant growth. Additionally, IoT devices can be 

integrated with microcontrollers, such as the ESP8266, which offer low-cost and low-power solutions for wireless 

communication and remote control. 

 

3. Sensor Integration and Environmental Monitoring 

The use of sensors to monitor environmental parameters in hydroponic systems is a well-established approach. 

Temperature and humidity sensors, such as the DHT11, are widely used for monitoring the air conditions inside hydroponic 

environments (Patel et al., 2018). Similarly, water quality sensors, such as the MQ135, help in detecting gases like ammonia and 

carbon dioxide that may affect plant health (Siddiqui et al., 2017). Water level sensors are crucial for ensuring that the nutrient 

solution in the hydroponic system remains at an optimal level, preventing both water shortage and overflow (Tariq et al., 2016). 

The integration of these sensors allows for continuous monitoring and adjustment of conditions, enhancing the reliability and 

consistency of the hydroponic system. 

 

4. Data Visualization and Decision Support 

Data visualization tools, particularly MATLAB, have been used extensively in hydroponic research for the visualization 

and analysis of sensor data. MATLAB allows for real-time graphical representation of environmental parameters, enabling users 

to identify trends, detect anomalies, and make informed decisions. In a study by Sadeghi et al. (2019), MATLAB was used to 

visualize data from a hydroponic system, providing an intuitive interface for monitoring parameters such as temperature, 

humidity, and water levels. The integration of MATLAB with sensor networks enables the creation of dashboards that can help 

optimize system performance and facilitate remote control. 

 

5. Automation and Machine Learning 

Advanced research is increasingly focusing on the automation of hydroponic systems using machine learning algorithms. 

Machine learning models can analyze large datasets from sensors to predict optimal growing conditions and automate the 

adjustment of environmental parameters (Cai et al., 2019). For instance, algorithms can predict when to adjust the pH or nutrient 

concentration based on sensor inputs, or even detect early signs of plant stress. This approach holds the potential for creating 

highly autonomous and self-sustaining hydroponic systems that can adapt to changing environmental conditions without human 

intervention. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

This section outlines the steps taken to design, implement and test an Automated Hydroponic System using ESP8266 

Microcontroller, various environmental sensors like DHT11, MQ135, Water Level Sensor, and Light Sensor, and Matlab for data 

visualization. The approach integrates real-time monitoring and control of environmental parameters to optimize plant growth in a 

Hydroponic Environment. 

 

1. System Design And Component Selection 

The primary goal of the project was to develop an automated system capable of monitoring key environmental parameters and 

providing real-time feedback for managing a hydroponic system. The following steps were followed in the design phase: 

 Microcontroller Selection: The ESP8266 was chosen for its Wi-Fi capabilities, low cost, and ability to interface with 

multiple sensors. This microcontroller allows for wireless communication and remote monitoring of the system 

 Sensor Selection: 

o DHT11: Used to monitor temperature and humidity, which are critical parameters for maintaining an optimal 

growing environment. 

o MQ135: Selected for monitoring air quality by detecting harmful gases like ammonia, carbon dioxide, and volatile 

organic compounds (VOCs) that can negatively impact plant growth. 

o Water Level Sensor: Used to measure the water level in the hydroponic system, ensuring the nutrient solution 

remains at an optimal level. 

o Light Sensor (LDR): Monitors light intensity, crucial for photosynthesis and regulating artificial lighting when 

necessary. 

 Data Visualization: MATLAB was used for visualizing the sensor data in real time. This interface allows users to 

observe trends, make adjustments, and ensure that all parameters remain within ideal ranges. 

 

2. Hardware Setup And Integration 

Once the components were selected, the hardware setup proceeded as follows: 

 Microcontroller and Sensor Wiring: 

o The DHT11 sensor was connected to the ESP8266 via a digital pin for temperature and humidity readings. 

o The MQ135 gas sensor was connected to an analog input pin on the ESP8266, providing continuous air quality 

monitoring. 

o The water level sensor, which provides digital readings, was connected to a GPIO pin on the ESP8266. 

o The light sensor was connected to an analog pin for light intensity measurement. 
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 Power Supply: A 5V power supply was used to power the ESP8266 and the sensors. A separate power source was used 

for the light sensor and the hydroponic pump to avoid overloading the microcontroller. 

 Communication Interface: The ESP8266 communicates wirelessly with the MATLAB interface through Wi-Fi. This 

enables real-time data transmission from the sensors to the computer for visualization. 

 

3. Firmware Development 

The ESP8266 was programmed using the Arduino IDE, which allows for integration of various sensors and data 

communication. The following steps were taken in the software development phase: 

 Sensor Data Acquisition: The firmware was programmed to continuously read data from the DHT11, MQ135, water 

level sensor, and light sensor. The data was then formatted and transmitted via Wi-Fi to a local server or directly to 

MATLAB. 

 Data Processing: Basic data processing was implemented to convert raw sensor readings into usable values, such as 

temperature in degrees Celsius, humidity as a percentage, light intensity in lux, and air quality readings from the MQ135. 

 Data Transmission: The ESP8266 was configured to send the processed data to MATLAB at regular intervals (e.g., 

every 5 seconds). This was achieved using the HTTP protocol to send GET requests with sensor data as URL parameters. 

 

4. Data Visualization in MATLAB 

MATLAB was used to create a real-time visualization interface that displays the environmental parameters from the 

hydroponic system: 

 Real-Time Graphs: MATLAB’s plotting functions were used to create dynamic graphs that display sensor data such as 

temperature, humidity, light intensity, and air quality. These graphs are updated in real-time as new data is received from 

the ESP8266. 

 Data Logging: The system logs sensor data for future analysis. This feature allows for the tracking of trends over time, 

such as fluctuations in temperature and humidity, or detecting anomalies in light or air quality. 

 User Interface: A simple user interface (UI) was created in MATLAB, enabling users to monitor the system’s status. 

The UI includes numerical displays of current temperature, humidity, light intensity, and air quality readings. Alerts or 

notifications could also be integrated for abnormal readings (e.g., temperature exceeding a certain threshold). 
 

5. Calibration and Testing 

Once the system was assembled and the firmware was developed, the next step was to calibrate and test the system to 

ensure its accuracy and reliability. 

 Sensor Calibration: 

o The DHT11 was calibrated against a known temperature and humidity source to ensure accuracy. 

o The MQ135 was calibrated using known gas concentrations to adjust the sensor readings for optimal accuracy. 

o The water level sensor and light sensor were calibrated to match the expected readings based on their physical setup in 

the hydroponic system. 

 System Testing: 

o Initial tests were conducted by running the system for several hours to monitor data stability and sensor performance. 

o The data from the sensors was logged and compared with expected values to check for discrepancies. Adjustments to the 

firmware or hardware setup were made as needed. 

 Reliability Testing: The system was tested under various environmental conditions, such as changing light levels or 

fluctuating temperatures, to observe how well the system maintained consistent data readings. 

 

6. Final Implementation and Deployment 

Once the system was calibrated and tested, it was ready for deployment in a hydroponic environment: 

 Deployment in Hydroponic System: The hardware was placed inside a hydroponic setup, with sensors monitoring the 

environmental conditions around the plants. The system was continuously monitored using the MATLAB interface. 

 Real-Time Monitoring: During deployment, the system was operated in real-time to ensure that temperature, humidity, 

air quality, and water levels remained within optimal ranges. Adjustments were made based on the visualized data in 

MATLAB. 

 

7. Optimization And Future Enhancements 

After the initial implementation, the system was evaluated for potential improvements. Future enhancements could include: 

 Automated Control: Adding automated control features, such as adjusting the water pump or artificial lights based on 

sensor data, could make the system fully autonomous. 

 Machine Learning Integration: Future work could involve integrating machine learning algorithms to predict and adjust 

environmental parameters for optimal plant growth based on historical sensor data. 

IV. RESULTS 

1. Sensor Performance and Data Accuracy 

o Temperature and Humidity (DHT11 Sensor):  

The DHT11 sensor provided consistent readings of temperature and humidity, with only minor fluctuations. The temperature 

ranged from 20°C to 35°C in the hydroponic environment, while humidity levels fluctuated between 40% and 80%, depending on 

the room’s conditions. 

Calibration of the DHT11 sensor ensured that the temperature readings closely matched the expected values when compared 

with a separate reference thermometer. Humidity readings were also within a 5% tolerance of the reference hygrometer. 
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o Air Quality (MQ135 Sensor): 

The MQ135 sensor detected air quality parameters related to ammonia, carbon dioxide, and volatile organic compounds 

(VOCs). The sensor's readings varied with the ventilation of the environment and the presence of any external gases or chemicals. 

During normal operation, the air quality index (AQI) was stable, indicating no significant accumulation of harmful gases. 

However, readings increased when external factors like increased humidity or changes in room ventilation occurred. Calibration 

against known gas concentrations ensured that the sensor provided reliable air quality data. 

o Water Level (Water Level Sensor): 

The water level sensor accurately measured the water level within the hydroponic system, with real-time feedback allowing 

users to ensure that the nutrient solution remained at the optimal level. 

When the water level reached critical lows (as set by a threshold in the system), the sensor provided a warning, prompting users 

to refill the system. Testing showed that the sensor was able to reliably detect small changes in water level, providing early warning 

for low water levels. 

o Light Intensity (Light Sensor – LDR): 

The light sensor monitored light intensity and helped control the artificial lighting in the hydroponic system. It successfully 

detected light levels during the day and at night, adjusting the system’s behavior to maintain an appropriate light environment for 

plant growth. 

The sensor provided readings that correlated well with external light sources, ensuring that the artificial lighting was adjusted as 

required. The system could activate the lights when natural light levels dropped below a certain threshold. 

 

2. Data Transmission and Visualization 

o Data Transmission: 

The ESP8266 microcontroller communicated efficiently with the MATLAB interface via Wi-Fi, providing real-time data 

transmission every 5 seconds. 

The wireless transmission of data to MATLAB was stable and reliable, allowing users to monitor all sensor parameters in real-

time. The data transmission rate was consistent, with no packet loss during testing, ensuring a steady flow of information from the 

sensors to the visualization interface. 

o Visualization in MATLAB: 

The MATLAB interface displayed real-time graphs that updated every few seconds, providing users with a dynamic view of the 

system's parameters. 

Graphs for temperature, humidity, air quality, water level, and light intensity were plotted to show trends and fluctuations. The 

real-time nature of the graphs allowed for quick decision-making, enabling users to react to changes in environmental conditions 

promptly. 

o Data Logging and Analysis: 

MATLAB also logged the sensor data for future analysis. This feature allowed for easy tracking of trends over time, such as 

changes in temperature and humidity that could affect plant health. 

The data logging feature also facilitated the identification of any potential anomalies or sensor malfunctions, helping to improve 

the system’s reliability. 

 

3. System Reliability and Stability 

o System Stability: 

The system proved to be stable during prolonged testing, with no significant crashes or failures in data transmission. The 

ESP8266 maintained continuous data collection from all sensors, and the MATLAB interface handled real-time updates without 

any noticeable delays. 

The power supply to the system remained sufficient throughout the testing period, ensuring that the sensors and microcontroller 

operated without interruption. 

o Error Handling and Notifications: 

The system was equipped with error-handling routines that alerted users to abnormal conditions. For example, if the water level 

sensor detected a low water condition, the system triggered an alert. 

Similarly, the system provided notifications when temperature or humidity exceeded predefined thresholds, ensuring that the 

environment remained optimal for plant growth. 

 

4. Test Environment and Performance Under Different Conditions 

o Environmental Variability: 

The system was tested under different environmental conditions, including varying light levels, temperature fluctuations, and 

changes in humidity. The system consistently adjusted to these changes and provided accurate real-time data to the user interface. 

During tests with fluctuating humidity or temperature, the system maintained stable performance, with sensor readings 

adjusting accordingly. 

o Sensor Response Times: 
All sensors, including the DHT11, MQ135, water level sensor, and light sensor, showed quick response times, providing 

updated readings within seconds of a change in environmental conditions. This feature was particularly important for maintaining 

optimal conditions in the hydroponic system. 

 

5. Limitations and Areas for Improvement 

o DHT11 Sensor Limitations: 
While the DHT11 sensor provided reliable readings within a certain range, it has a lower accuracy and range compared to 

more expensive sensors like the DHT22 or SHT30. Future upgrades could include using these more accurate sensors for improved 

performance. 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2024 JETIR November 2024, Volume 11, Issue 11                                                    www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

 

JETIR2411511 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f99 

 

o MQ135 Sensor Sensitivity: 
The MQ135 sensor, while useful for general air quality monitoring, could benefit from more precise calibration for specific 

gases related to hydroponic systems. Further calibration and testing with different gas sources could improve its performance.  

 

V. Future Scope 

The automated hydroponic system developed in this project has significant potential for future enhancements and expansions. 

Some key areas for improvement and future scope include: 

 

1.  Sensor Upgrades 

Improved Temperature and Humidity Sensors: Upgrading the DHT11 sensor to more accurate sensors such as the DHT22 or 

SHT30 could provide more precise and reliable readings, especially in larger or more variable environments. 

Advanced Air Quality Sensors: The MQ135 sensor could be replaced or supplemented with more specialized sensors for 

detecting specific gases that may be more relevant to hydroponic systems, such as CO2 or ethylene gas, to better monitor plant 

growth conditions. 

 

2. Integration of Additional Parameters 

pH and EC Sensors: Adding sensors to measure the pH and electrical conductivity (EC) of the nutrient solution would help 

ensure that the water remains at optimal levels for plant growth. These parameters are crucial for monitoring the health of the 

plants and adjusting the nutrient mix. 

Nutrient Monitoring: Implementing nutrient-specific sensors could enable the real-time monitoring of macro and 

micronutrients in the solution, allowing for automatic adjustments in the nutrient delivery system. 

 

3. Machine Learning and Predictive Analytics 
Predictive Maintenance: Integrating machine learning algorithms for predictive analytics could help forecast issues such as 

sensor malfunctions, water level imbalances, or suboptimal environmental conditions, enabling proactive maintenance. 

Data-Driven Optimization: Using historical data collected from the system, machine learning models could be applied to 

predict the best growing conditions for specific plants, optimizing parameters like light intensity, humidity, and temperature for 

maximum growth and yield. 

 

4. Remote Access and IoT Integration 
Cloud Integration: The system could be enhanced by integrating cloud storage, allowing users to access real-time data 

remotely via smartphones or computers. Cloud storage would enable long-term data analysis, trend tracking, and historical data 

access for research purposes.  

Mobile Application: Developing a mobile app that connects with the ESP8266 via Wi-Fi would allow users to monitor and 

control the system remotely, receive notifications, and even adjust settings such as water levels or light intensity on-the-go. 

 

5. Automation and Control 

Automated Nutrient Delivery System: Building an automated nutrient delivery system that adjusts based on real-time data 

from the pH and EC sensors could significantly enhance the system's functionality, making it fully autonomous. 

Automated Environmental Control: Adding automated environmental control, such as fans, heaters, or humidifiers, based 

on the data received from temperature, humidity, and light sensors, would allow for a completely self-regulated hydroponic 

system. 

 

6. Multi-Zone or Multi-Plant Support 
Multi-Plant Systems: Expanding the system to support multiple hydroponic units within a single environment would make it 

suitable for larger-scale farming. Each unit could be controlled independently, with its own set of sensors and dedicated control 

mechanisms, all monitored from a central system. 

Zone-Based Control: In larger setups, implementing zone-based control for temperature, humidity, and light, based on the 

specific needs of different plants, could further improve system efficiency and plant growth. 

 

7. Enhanced Visualization and Analytics 
3D Visualization: Developing 3D models or simulations of the hydroponic system could allow users to visualize plant 

growth and system health in a more interactive and intuitive way. This could be integrated into the MATLAB platform or a 

dedicated web interface. 

Advanced Analytics: Adding features for advanced statistical analysis, like trend prediction, yield forecasting, and 

efficiency calculations, would provide deeper insights into the performance of the hydroponic system, helping users optimize 

their farming practices. 

 

8. Integration with Smart Agriculture Platforms 
Farm Management Systems: Integration with existing smart agriculture platforms could provide a more holistic approach 

to farm management. The hydroponic system could be linked with other systems like soil monitoring, greenhouse management, 

and weather stations for coordinated environmental control. 

 

9.  Sustainability and Efficiency Improvements 
Energy Consumption Monitoring: Adding sensors to monitor and manage the system's energy consumption could optimize 

power usage, especially in larger setups. This would make the system more energy-efficient and environmentally sustainable. 

Water Recycling System: Incorporating a water recycling mechanism that reuses the water from the system after filtering 

could make the system more sustainable, reducing water wastage and improving operational cost-effectiveness. 
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VI. CONCLUSION 

The automated hydroponic system developed in this project demonstrates the potential for precision agriculture using IoT 

technologies. By integrating sensors for monitoring temperature, humidity, air quality, and water levels, along with MATLAB for 

visualization, the system offers real-time control and data analysis for optimal plant growth. Future enhancements, such as adding 

pH/EC sensors, machine learning for predictive analytics, and cloud integration, will further improve the system's efficiency, 

scalability, and sustainability. This approach holds promise for revolutionizing modern farming practices with increased automation 

and resource optimization. 
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