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Abstract

Education is a process of acquiring knowledge, values, skills which helps the individuals to achieve their goals and aspirations.
Secondary School students are adolescence and is characterised by many emotional developments like aspiration. Educational
aspiration is crucial for their wellbeing and success. The investigator attempted to examine the Educational Aspiration of Secondary
School Students. Normative survey method was used to conduct the study. 314 class 9 students of Malappuram District were the
sample of the study. Simple random sampling method was used in data collection. Level of educational aspiration test developed
by Yashmin Ghani Khan (2019) was used to collect data. The statistical techniques used were descriptive analysis, differential
analysis and analysis of variance. The results revealed that most of the secondary school students have moderate level of educational
aspiration and the female students have significantly higher educational aspiration than the male students.

Based on locality of school, type of school, type of family and birth order there is no difference shown in their educational aspiration.
Secondary school students who have Malayalam as medium of instruction has higher educational aspiration when compared to
those with English as medium of instruction.
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Introduction

Education is a lifelong process. It contributes to the discovery of an individual's inner potential. Education encompasses several
dimensions, including learning, teaching, instruction, and indoctrination. Individuals are educated in a variety of ways, including
formal, non-formal, and informal. Formal education takes place at educational institutions such as schools, where knowledge,
comprehension, and skill development occur. Secondary school students are typically adolescents. The adolescent period is the
most conspicuous stage of an individual's development since it is characterized by significant physical and socioemotional changes.
This stage also marks the formation of attitudes, interests, and values. Considerable behavioural changes occur throughout this
period of development. Children in this stage acquire various aspirations related to their schooling, careers, and future development.
Education shapes educational aspiration through exposure and opportunities.

Educational Aspiration

Aspiration stands for a person’s intention towards a goal. Educational Aspiration is the longing for a goal of an individual
that reflects educational attainment that he or she may achieve and it drives academic performance and persistence. Educational
aspiration boost academic resilience and adaptability and it helps for career exploration. Educational aspirations are idealist values
that reflects the educational attainment that one hopes and desires to achieve (Chen. X and Hasketh, T. 2021). The term educational
aspirations, is generally used as referring to individual plan and aims inside an educational setting (Trebblels, 2014). Educational
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aspirations reflect the educational goals that individuals set for himself/herself (Chawla.M ,2018) . Fadiji.A.W.& Reddy.V. (2020)
inferred that students from low socio-economic status (SES) homes and schools had lower educational aspirations. The term
‘level of aspiration’ involves the estimation of one’s ability for his future performance on the strength of his past experience,
his ability and capacity, Singh,& Sharma, D. (2017). Binda Kumari (2015) has explored that the significant role played by home
in shaping students’ Level of Aspiration, irrespective of the income level or background of the family. The students need resources
at home and at school to set realistic aspirations and strive towards achieving these aspirations (Fadiji.A.W.& Reddy.V. 2020, p.1).
Bashir, L.& Bashir, H. (2016) in their study showed a positive and significant relationship between educational aspiration of
secondary school students with parental encouragement. The study of (Bohan Yan and Ning Cai, 2022) showed the Chinese
parents’ high aspirations for their children’s education . Educational Aspiration is the way forward to Academic Achievement.
Rajesh and Chandrasekaran (2014) showed that Gender does not have a significant difference in aspiration. Chauhan, Sarika.
(2017) concluded that academic achievement and aspiration level are positively and strongly connected. It can also be argued that
students with realistic aspirations are more likely to want to succeed academically than students with unrealistic aspirations, who
typically perform poorly academically. Khattab, N., Madeeha, M., Samara, M. et al. (2022) contributes to the debate in the literature
about the relative importance of aspirations and expectations, while also confirming what other studies have suggested- that the
meaning and the way in which both aspirations and expectations operate is contextually relative. Hashmi, A, T. and Shak, M. (2023)
found that educational aspiration is positively related to the school climate of the learner. In the study of (Pajapathi, P. &T .R
Desai, 2019) it was shown that male and female secondary school students have similar level of educational aspiration.

This study attempted to examine the level of educational aspiration of secondary school students and to assess the impact of
different demographic variables on educational aspiration.

Objectives of the Study

1. To study the level of educational aspiration of secondary school students

2. To assess the impact of gender, locality of the school, type of management, medium of instruction, type of family and birth
order on educational aspiration of secondary school students.

Hypotheses of the Study

1. Secondary school students differs in terms of their level of educational aspiration

2. Gender, locality of the school, type of management, medium of instruction, type of family and birth order had a differential

effect on the educational aspiration of secondary school students.

Methodology

Method Adopted

Normative survey method was employed in the present study.

Sample

The present study was conducted on a representative sample of 314 pupils of class 1X from Malappuram District, Kerala, India.
Sampling Technique

Simple random sampling method was followed providing due representation to factors like Gender, locality of the school, type of
management, medium of instruction, type of family and birth order.

Tools used
Level of Educational Aspiration Test developed by Yasmin Ghani Khan (2019).
Statistical Techniques used for the study
Descriptive analysis : Mean, medium, mode, standard deviation ,skewness and kurtosis.
Differential analysis: Test of significance of difference between means scores(t Test).
Analysis of variance: ANOVA
Statement of the problem
The present study can be stated as “Educational Aspirations of Secondary School Students”
Variable of the study
Educational Aspiration
Demographic variables
1. Gender. (Male/ Female)
2. Locality of School. (Urban/ Rural)
3.Type of Management. (Government /Aided)
4. Medium of instruction. (Malayalam/English.)
5. Type of Family. (Joint/Nuclear)
6. Birth Order. (First/ Second/ Third/ Fourth/ Fifth/ Sixth)
Analysis of the Data
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A normal distribution of data gives more accurate result. Table 1 presents the descriptive statistics of the scores of
educational aspirations of the secondary school students.

Table 1
Descriptive Statistics of the Scores of Educational Aspiration of Secondary School Students
N Mean Median  Mode SD Minimum Maximum Skewness Kurtosis
314 42.83 44.00 46.34 7.03 22.00 69.00 -0.210 0.466

The mean, median and standard deviation for the scores of educational aspiration is 42.83. 44.00 and 46.34 respectively. Standard
deviation is found as 7.03. The value of skewness -0.210 shows that the distribution is slightly negatively skewed. Kurtosis is
obtained as 0.466. The descriptive statistics points out that the data distribution follows normality in nature (Figure 1).
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Figure 1
Histogram Showing the Distribution of the Educational Aspiration Scores of Secondary School Students

Level of Educational Aspiration of Secondary School Students

The students of secondary schools were classified into high, medium and low educational aspiration group on the basis of SD,
distance from Mean. The categorization happened as shown in Table 2

Table 2
Secondary School Students Falling into the High, Average and Low Groups of Educational Aspiration

Variable Group Score n %
Educational High >49.86 47 16.88
Aspiration
Moderate 49.86- 35.80 222 66.88
Low <35.80 45 16.24

Table 2 shows that 66.88 percentage of the secondary school students (n = 222) has moderate educational aspiration. The number
of students with high educational aspiration is marked as 47 which constitutes 16.88 percentage of the total sample. Likewise, 16.24
percent secondary school students exhibits low educational aspiration. From the analysis, it can be concluded that secondary school
students differ in terms of their educational aspiration. Majority of secondary school students have moderate level of educational
aspiration. Figure 2 represents the categorization of secondary school students into different levels educational aspiration.
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Figure 2
Percentage of Secondary School Students Falling into Different Levels of Educational Aspiration

Significance of Difference in Educational Aspiration of Secondary School Students for the Sub Sample Gender, Locality of
the School, Type of Management, Medium of Instruction, Type of Family and Birth Order

Researcher tried to know whether the selected sub samples has any significant impact on the educational aspirations of secondary
students. To analyse this student’s t test , ANOVA was employed. The result of the analysis is presented in Table 3.

Table 3
Differential Effect of Selected Sub Samples on Educational Aspiration of Secondary School Students
Sub Sample Group N Mean SD CR p
Male 160 40.5 6.55 o
Gender Female 154 453 668 | 0046 p<0.001
. Urban 199 42.3 6.76
Locality of School Rural 115 137 =13 1.67 0.096
Govt 156 42.7 7.43
Type of Management Aided 158 3.0 6.64 0.451 0.652
. . Malayalam 166 43.7 6.53 -
Medium of Instruction English 148 118 =16 2.45 0.015
. Joint 98 43.0 7.34
Type of Family Nuclear 215 42.8 6.91 0.278 0.781
1 125 43.7 6.97
2 97 42.1 7.06
. 3 59 42.9 7.29
Birth Order 7 29 210 6.85 0.850 0.551
5 2 45.0 5.66
6 2 42.5 0.71

Note. ** significant at .01 level, * significant at .05 level.

Table 3 summarises the result of the statistical analysis employed to know the significance of difference in the mean score of
educational aspiration of secondary school students for the selected sub samples.

The mean score obtained by male students (n=160) is 40.5 (SD = 6.55) and female students (n = 154) is 45.3 (SD = 6.68). The
critical ratio is found to be as 6.46. As the obtained t value is greater in comparison to the t value (2.58) at .01 level, it can be stated
that the difference is significant. The female students has significantly higher educational aspiration when compared to the male
secondary school students.

The t value obtained for the test of significance of difference in mean score of secondary school students from urban (n =199; M =
42.3; SD = 6.76) and rural (n = 115; M = 43.7; SD = 7.43) is 1.67. As the critical ratio is less than the table value it can be
undoubtedly said that the educational aspiration of secondary school students does not differ significantly at .05 level of confidence.

Table 3 marks that the difference in the mean score of students from government (n = 156; M = 42.7; SD = 7.43) and aided (n =
158; M = 43.7; SD = 6.64) schools is not significant at .05 level of significance as the value (t = 0.451, p = 0.652) obtained is less
than 1.96.

The mean score obtained for educational aspiration of secondary school students who has Malayalam as medium of instruction (n
= 166) is 43.7 (SD = 6.53) and with English (n=148) is 41.8 (SD = 7.46). The t value is recorded as 2.45. As the t value is greater
than the table value, 1.96 it can be said that the difference in the mean score is significant at .05 level of confidence. Table 3 also
marks that those with Malayalam as medium of instruction has significantly higher educational aspiration.

As denoted in Table 3, students from joint family (n = 98) has a mean educational aspiration score of 43.0 with SD 7.34. Those
from nuclear family (n = 215) has scored a mean value 42.8 (SD = 6.91). The application of t test gave the critical ratio as 0.278.
The p value 0.781 denotes that the obtained value is not significant. That means, educational aspiration of secondary school students
does not differ in terms of type of their family.
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To know whether the birth order has any differential effect on the educational aspiration of secondary school students, ANOVA
was employed. The F value was observed as 0.859 (p = 0.551), which is not significant at .05 level of confidence.

The mean score of the subsamples as presented in Figure 3
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Figure 3
Mean Score of Educational Aspiration Obtained by the Selected Sub Samples

Findings of the Study
The findings of the study is as follows

1
2.
3.
4
5.

Most of secondary school students have moderate level of educational aspiration

Female students of secondary schools have significantly higher educational aspiration than the male students

The locality of the school does not have a differential effect on the educational aspiration of the secondary school students
Students of government and aided secondary school students does not show any difference in their educational aspiration
Secondary school students who have Malayalam as medium of instruction has higher educational aspiration when

compared to those with English as medium of instruction

6.

The type of family to which the students belong to, whether it is joint or nuclear, does not affect the educational aspirations

of secondary school students.

7.

The birth order is found to have no differential effect on the edcuatioanl aspiration of secondary students.
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Conclusion

The result of the study shows that most of the secondary school students have moderate level of educational aspiration. Female
students have significantly higher educational aspiration than male students. The subsamples locality of the school, type of school,
type of family and birth order do not have a differential effect on the educational aspiration of secondary school students.

Educational Implications

Since secondary school students are in the adolescent stage, secondary education should receive more focus for the students' overall
development, particularly their educational aspirations and high-quality performance in all areas. Students should receive ongoing
feedback. Every stakeholder must be involved in the development of their children's academic performance and educational goals.
Students should be encouraged and mentored to take charge of their education and adhere to a regular study schedule. Students
should be provided with aspiration focussed guidance.

Appropriate techniques ought to be incorporated into the curriculum to raise students' educational goals and increase their general
achievement. All stakeholders involved in education should work to raise students' educational aspirations in order to brighten both
their own and the nation's future.

Suggestions for further studies

. The study can be extended to a large population to obtain a more comprehensive knowledge in the area of study.
. The study can be extended to all other variables which are influencing Educational Aspiration.
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