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Abstract-Religious tourism is a category of tourism primarily motivated by religious considerations. India is a land
of pilgrimage. Travel for religious purposes has been there from the most ancient times.Presently, the religious
tourism is a mixture of both ancient and modern cultures, i.e., from the past to the present day where religious
tourism has become a mainstay of tourism. Majuli is one of the premier places of the Vaishnavite culture. Every
year a large number of tourists visited to Majuli for experiencing religious activities of Satras. In the present study,
an attempt has been made to assess the prospects and problems of religious tourism in the study area.

Index Terms- Majuli, Problems, Prospects, Religious Tourism, Satra.
I.LINTRODUCTION

The tourism industry world over is going through a great shift in ideas and beliefs. Today, fuelled by a
massive increase in purchasing power and development of faster and cheaper modes of travel, more and more
people are travelling across the world. The purpose of travels now tend to be more of leisure and increasingly so,
for getting to know new things and experiencing cultures, traditions, lifestyle etc.

The Neo-Vaishnavite movement of organization in India in 12" century and it had gradually spread in the
parts of the country and it devolved in Assam in 15" century. The Neo-Vaishnavite movement took a new shape in
Assam with a new dimension. The beginning of the establishment of the satras in Assam can be traced in the Neo-
Vaishnavite movement in the 16" century under the leadership of Sankardeva. The Bhakti movement in India is
found to have established on the concept of the deifying of Lord Vishnu first practiced in the southern part of India.
The Satra is a religious institution in Assam. It was Sankardeva who steered the Neo-Vaishnavite movement in the
state of Assam that promoted a liberal way of living for the common masses, irrespective of caste and creed. That
new religio-cultural wave touched all the spheres of the social life of Assam including religion, literature, drama,
visual and performing arts and music. In fact, the so-called mainstream culture of the Assamese people in current
time is rooted in that cultural platform designed and developed by Sankardeva and his followers.

Majuli is known as world largest river island and for cultural characteristics. The most important cultural
heritage of Majuli is home to several numbers of Satras. Satra tradition and there cultural activities has made Majuli
the hub of the Neo-Vaishnavite cultural and tradition of Assam. Along with this, Majuli is also a natural hub.
Therefore, Majuli is a tourist destination for domestic and foreign tourist.
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I1. OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The present study has been undertaken with the following objectives-

1. To explore the prospects and problems of religious tourism in Majuli.
2. To recommend suitable policy measures for overcome the problems on the basis of findings of the study.

I11. DATABASE AND METHODOLOGY

For the present study, information has been collected from both primary and secondary sources. The main
sources of secondary data are the book, journal and other published source of department of tourism govt. of Assam
etc. For collection of primary data, out of 35 Satras in Majuli, six has been selected on the basis of highest
percentage of tourist inflow to the Satras. From this six Satras, 10 people have been selected randomly from each
satra, both tourist and the people involved with religious activities. Finally sixty people have been surveyed. A
structured schedule has been used to collect the necessary information regarding prospects and problems of
religious tourism in surveyed area.

IV. DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS
4.1 Prospects of Religious Tourism in Majuli

Religious tourism products are not like holiday tourism products which are primarily targeted at the
segment with plenty of disposable income. Moreover, tourist buying holiday tourism products desire a variety of
recreational resumes at the destination. Whereas in the case of religious tourism product, core and supporting
products remain the same, only the location changes. Religious tourism can be a vast source of income for a place,
growing economic condition can enrich the educational, industrial, health and all other sectors of life of the
population of a place. Majuli is such a place, where there is enormous scope for tourism industry especially
religious tourism. The Satra are the centres of Majuli’s religious tourism with their traditional player from years old
tradition of open-theatrical custom, classical dances and handicrafts.

A brief description of selected Satras of the study area-

(i)Sri Sri Auniati Satra: Founded by Niranjan Pathak Dev, originated by the Ahom King Jayadhaj Singha. The
cane fans made by the artisans of this Satra are example of unparalleled craftsman ship. Anuiati Satra was
establishing lower part of Majuli, Cutting some wild betel (Aunipan) so the Satra known as Auniati. It is famous for
the museum of the Satra has an enviable collection of historical relics, old Assamese utensils, handicrafts and ivory
works. The Auniati Satra published a news Magazine “Assam Bilasini” way back in 1871. This was the second
Assamese news Magazine.

(it) Sri Sri Dakhinpat Satra: It was founded by Banamali Deva who was a devoted exponent of the Raas Leela
under the patronage of Ahom King Jayadhawaj Singha. The Satra Known as Dakhinpat because it was establishes
south part of Majuli. The Dakhinpat Satra basically follows the ideals of Damodardev, the famous Raasustsav of
Dakhinpat Satra is the oldest in Majuli during the festival, the Reseswar vrindavan is worshipped in the tenth
Satradhikar of the Satra. Many valuable books on Medicine have been preserved in his Satra. Jalghari an ancient
water clock and an ancient sword within a stick are some of the attractions of the Satra. The trantasar a manuscript
about worshipping rituals manuscripts on astrology Charit Puthi biographical manuscripts on paints and Purana
Hindu Scripture are also found here.

(iii) Sri Sri Garamur Satra: Garamur Satra establishes at the end of Ladaigar so the name of the Satra known as
Garamur. It is one of the four important Satra’s which received royal patronage during the reign of the Ahom King
Jayadhwaj Singha. Some ancient including a bartoop Cannon used during the Ahom reign have been preserved in
this Satra which was founded by Bangshi Gopal Dev. The Raas Leela performed at this Satra is famous throughout
the state.
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(iv) Sri Sri Begena Ati Satra: The Begena Ati Satra is located at the north bank of the Brahmaputra river.
Muraridev is the founder of this Satra. Later the Ahom King Lakhmikanta Singha Patronized this Satra and donated
vast tracts of land and wealth to the Satra. This satra belongs to the Purush Sanghati which gives less leverage to
Bhakat and Naam as compared to other components of satra.

(v) Sri Sri Uttar Kamalabari Satra: The Uttar Kamalabari Satra is located at the central part of the Majuli Island.
This is one of the foremost culturally developed Satras of Assam. Uttar Kamalabari Satra impetrating in Satria
dance and music. This Satra has staged performances in different parts of India and even abroad.

(vi) Sri sri Samaguri Satra: This Satra is famous worldwide for its traditional Mask-making practices. Continued
from more than five centuries now by successive generations, this satra even recently represented Assam in national
platforms and brought glory to the state. Since antiquity the tradition of mask making has been traditionally carried
out by the satras, the institutional centre of Vaishnavism. Marks are observed to have different forms and colour
making them easily noticeable from the other characters of the bhaonas. Samguri satra was established in 1663 by
Sri Sri Chakrapani, grandson of Srimanta Shankardeva.

4.2 Some Significant Festivals of the Satras of Majuli
Several festivals are celebrated at the Satras in Majuli. Some significant festivals are incorporated here-

a.Rass Mahotsav: It is the main and well known religious festival of the Majuli district. The Sri Krishna Raas
Leela of Majuli district is world famous. Generally Raas Mahotsav is celebrated in the winter season of every year.
Majuli has earned the adequate fame for the classical performing arts and for the Raas Leela or Krisna Leela. The
Raas Leela is the story of the life of Lord Krishna presented in form of performing art with music and dance and it
has great influence on spiritual life and people of Majul. It is a unique and biggest classical festivals of land of
Majuli.

b. Bhaona: Bhaona is a traditional form of religious theater that is performed in the Satras of Majuli district. The
performance are based on the stories of the Ramayana and Mahabharata. Bhaona is a creation of Srimanta
Sankardeva, who wrote in the early 16" century to covey religious messages to the villagers through entertainment.

c. Paal Nam: It is one of the main satriya festivals of the Majuli Island. It is celebrated mainly in two satras of the
district. These are Sri Sri Auniati satra and Sri Sri Dakhinpat satra. It is also celebrated in the winter season of every
year.

d. Janmastami: This festival is celebrated on the occasion of the birth day of Lord Krishna. It is celebrated at every
satras and Naamghars of the villages in Majuli in every year.

e. Holi: Locally known as “Fakua Utsav”. It is also one of the main festivals of the people of the Majuli district.
Dhakhianpat Satra, Garmur Satra of Majuli is celebrated the colours festivals in their religious tradition, but Auniati
Satra doesn’t celebrated the Holi. In Majuli, Holi is still celebrated in a traditional way with the singing of borgeets
penned for the occasion by saints Sankardeva and Madhabdeva. This could well start drawing visitors even after
autumn and winter, considered to be the peak tourist season.

4.3: Problems of Religious Tourism in Majuli

While there are many opportunities to promote religious tourism in Majuli, both visitors and those involved
in these activities have encountered certain challenges. These are as follows-
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(i)Language Problem: The majority of respondents stated that one of the main obstacles to
Majuli district's religious tourism is the language barrier.The people who participate in religious activities in the sev
eral Satras of Majuli do not speak Hindi, English, or any other language than

their regional or local tongue.They were unable to interact with the tourist effectively due to the

language barrier.

(i) Lack of Trained Tourist Guide: As per 78 per cent oftherespondents, the availability of
qualified guides is a major issue for tourism promotion. When it comes to attracting tourists, the guide is crucial.
According to some of the respondents, the guide should be knowledgeable
about the location and the religious rituals observed there; they should also be able to generate

tourists' enthusiasm in going there.

(i) Lack of Trained Manpower: 70 per cent ofthe respondents stated that one of the main issues
facing the hospitality industry in the study area is shortage of skilled workers. Those with
hotel management training might not want to work in a remote location. To carry out their responsibilities,
the assigned rural personnel must get training. The success of religious tourism depends on the quality of service
provided to the tourist.

(iv) Poor Infrastructure and Communication Facility: Lack of proper road connectivity, banking and ATM
facility, poor quality of hotel and restaurant, poor network facility, lack of transport and tourism agency etc. are the
significant problems of tourism promotion in Majuli.

4.4 RECOMMENDATIONS

For overcoming the problems regarding religious tourism in Majuli, following recommendations can be
made-
» While designing religious products, try to provide a combination of recreational activities along with the
core product, i.e. religious shrines.
» Adequate education facility should be provide in rural areas of Assam as well as Majuli, which will reduce
the language problem.
Since tourist guide plays a very significant role in attracting tourist, so well educated and well trained tourist
guide should be made available at government or private level.
People who are involved in hotel, restaurant, transportation and tourism agency should be well trained.
Sound rood connectivity, proper banking and ATM facility, good network facility should be make available.
Enhancement of role of media in promoting tourism.

VVYV VY

V. CONCLUSION

Visit to other cities, towns, or nations for religious reasons is known as religious

tourism. It can include visiting places of worship, holy sites, or participating in religious events. The development
of religious tourism takes place through developing religious tourism circuits through providing the tourists with
the holistic tourism experience. Itisimperative to maintain a clean and well-maintained environment in
the vicinity of places of worship. With the passage of time religious tourism has gradually evolved from its stoic
and ascetic character in the past to become a partially hedonistic pursuit. While the growing trend in travel implies a
corresponding growth in religious tourism, this growth is likely to be augmented further by the shift in consumer
tastes in favour of spiritual pursuit. From the present study it can be conclude that Majuli district has great prospect
of religious tourism. Because several religious festivals are celebrated at the Satras in Majuli. But, it has several
obstacles to promotion and development of religious tourism in the study area. If this problems could be reduce
through proper planning, it will increase the inflow of domestic as well as foreign tourist and which will help to
socio-economic development of the region.
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