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Abstract:

The Didayi tribe in Malkangiri district, Odisha, possesses a rich traditional economic system centered on
subsistence agriculture, communal resource management, and barter-based trade. This study examines the impact
of modern economic policies, such as industrial development, land acquisition, and employment schemes, on the
tribe’s traditional economic practices. The primary objective is to assess how these policies alter the Didayi
community’s livelihoods and resource use, shifting reliance from self-sustaining methods to wage labour and
market dependency. Findings indicate that while policies like MGNREGA and infrastructure projects introduce
financial opportunities, they also disrupt traditional practices, reduce the role of tribal leaders in economic
decisions, and heighten vulnerability to market fluctuations. The study concludes that these shifts bring both
economic benefits and cultural challenges, underscoring the need for policies that respect traditional practices and

promote sustainable development that aligns with the Didayi tribe’s cultural values.
Keywords: Modern, Economic, Policy, Traditional, Practice, Didayi.
1. Introduction

The Didayi tribe, a small and culturally distinct indigenous community residing in the Malkangiri district
of Odisha, India, is renowned for its unique socio-economic practices deeply intertwined with nature and tradition.
Their livelihood primarily depends on subsistence agriculture, forest resource gathering, and barter systems,
emphasizing self-sufficiency and minimal environmental impact.! These practices are guided by community
leaders such as the Naik and Chalan, who oversee resource distribution and dispute resolution, ensuring social
harmony and collective well-being. The tribe’s economic activities are not merely survival mechanisms but are
integral to their cultural identity, reinforcing their shared heritage and connection to ancestral lands. However,
this traditional system faces mounting challenges due to external pressures and developmental interventions,
which often fail to recognize the delicate balance that sustains such indigenous practices.? In the past few decades,
modern economic policies implemented across India have sought to promote growth and development in tribal

regions. Initiatives such as industrial projects, infrastructure development, agricultural reforms, and employment
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schemes like MGNREGA aim to uplift marginalized communities by integrating them into mainstream economic
systems. While these policies offer opportunities for financial growth and improved living standards, they often
disrupt traditional systems. For the Didayi tribe, the introduction of cash-based economies, wage labour, and
market dependency has gradually undermined their self-reliant practices. Additionally, land acquisition and
deforestation for development projects have restricted access to critical natural resources, threatening their
economic autonomy and cultural resilience. These developments raise questions about the compatibility of
modern economic policies with indigenous ways of life and the unintended consequences of such interventions
on tribal communities.® This research investigates the impact of modern economic policies on the traditional
economic practices of the Didayi tribe, focusing on areas such as agriculture, resource management, and
livelihood strategies. The study aims to analyse how these policies have altered the tribe’s socio-economic
structures and assess the implications for their cultural and economic sustainability. By exploring the intersection
of modernization and tradition, this research seeks to highlight the critical need for policy frameworks that balance
development goals with the preservation of indigenous identities. The findings will contribute to a deeper
understanding of how development initiatives can be designed to empower tribal communities without eroding

their cultural foundations.*

2. Literature Review

Sarat Chandra Banerjee (2017). Economic Transitions in Tribal Communities of India: Challenges and
Opportunities. His research explored the shifts in traditional economic systems within Indian tribal communities
due to modern economic policies, particularly the introduction of market-based systems. The study concluded
that tribes experienced increasing dependence on external economic systems, resulting in a loss of self-sufficiency
and cultural practices linked to their economies. However, the study focused mainly on larger tribes, leaving
smaller, lesser-known tribes like the Didayi unexamined. The gap in the literature is the absence of a detailed
analysis of how smaller tribal groups, such as the Didayi, specifically experience these changes. The current
research aims to fill this gap by focusing on the Didayi tribe’s traditional economic practices and the influence of
modern economic policies on them. The study will analyse whether these policies have eroded or adapted their

economic practices and how they have responded to economic transitions.

Arun Choudhury (2020). Participatory Policy-making for Indigenous Communities: A Case Study Approach. His
study examined the significance of participatory frameworks in economic policy-making for indigenous
communities, suggesting that these frameworks could align modern economic policies with traditional knowledge
systems. While the study successfully outlined general strategies for integrating indigenous voices in policy-
making, it did not focus on specific tribes such as the Didayi, whose economic systems are more localized and
dependent on subsistence practices. The gap in the literature lies in understanding how participatory approaches
can be applied to the specific economic challenges of smaller, less-documented tribal groups. The current study
will focus on how such participatory frameworks could be applied to the Didayi tribe, exploring their economic
practices and the challenges they face in navigating modern economic policies. It will assess the effectiveness of

government interventions in sustaining the tribe’s traditional economy.
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Prafulla Kumar Mishra (2020). Impact of Land Acquisition Policies on Tribal Livelihoods in India. His research
assessed the economic consequences of land acquisition policies on tribal communities in India, focusing on
displacement and its effects on traditional livelihoods. The study emphasized the challenges faced by tribes in
maintaining their agricultural and forest-based economies in the face of industrialization and urbanization.
However, it largely ignored smaller tribes like the Didayi, who may face distinct and more localized impacts due
to their unique socio-cultural and economic systems. The gap in this research is the lack of exploration of how
smaller tribal groups are specifically affected by such policies. This study will analyse the Didayi tribe’s
experiences with land acquisition and the broader effects on their economic practices. Additionally, the study will
investigate whether land policies have contributed to marginalization or have created new opportunities for

economic development in the community.

Ranjan Das (2019). Modernization and Economic Disruption in Odisha’s Tribal Communities. His study
examined how modernization and industrialization have disrupted the traditional economic practices of larger
tribal communities in Odisha. The study focused on wage labour and the shift from subsistence farming to
commercial agriculture. However, the research did not explore the effects of such changes on smaller tribes like
the Didayi, whose economies are less integrated into the national market. The gap lies in the lack of focus on
smaller tribes with unique economic practices that are vulnerable to rapid changes. The current research will
bridge this gap by examining the specific economic impacts of modernization on the Didayi tribe, assessing how
their traditional livelihoods have adapted to the introduction of market-based systems. The study will also explore

the tribe’s resilience in maintaining cultural economic practices despite these pressures.

Subash Chandra Patra (2021). Government Employment Schemes and Tribal Livelihoods in India. His research
investigated the role of government employment schemes like MGNREGA in transforming tribal livelihoods.
The study highlighted how such schemes created a shift from traditional forms of subsistence to wage-based
labour, improving income but possibly weakening traditional economies. However, the research did not delve
into the impact of these schemes on smaller and less integrated tribes, such as the Didayi. The gap in the study
lies in the lack of a detailed analysis of how these schemes have impacted localized tribal economies. The current
research will explore how the Didayi tribe engages with government employment programs and their
effectiveness in preserving traditional economic practices. It will also consider whether these schemes provide a

sustainable solution or further marginalize the tribe's economic systems.

Nandini Gupta (2018). Globalization and Indigenous Economic Systems: A Comparative Analysis. His research
compared the effects of globalization on indigenous economic systems globally, discussing how tribes are often
forced to adopt market economies, which disrupt their traditional practices. The study successfully illustrated the
widespread impact of globalization on indigenous groups but did not provide detailed insights into the specific
impact on smaller, localized tribes such as the Didayi. The gap in this research lies in the absence of case studies
on smaller tribes that are highly dependent on localized and subsistence-based economic practices. The current
study will focus on the Didayi tribe, examining how globalization and modern economic policies are impacting
their traditional practices. It will analyse whether globalization has forced the tribe to relinquish traditional

economic practices in exchange for modern economic integration and what this means for their cultural survival.
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Balaram Mohanty (2020). Economic Marginalization of Smaller Tribal Communities in Odisha. His study
explored how smaller tribes in Odisha have been economically marginalized due to government policies,
industrialization, and market-driven economies. The study provided valuable insights into how modernization
leads to the erosion of traditional livelihoods, but it did not focus on the specific ways in which these policies
affect smaller groups like the Didayi. The gap in the literature lies in the lack of specific case studies on the
economic marginalization of less-documented tribes. The current research will address this gap by examining the
economic impacts of modernization on the Didayi tribe. It will also explore whether the tribe's traditional
economy has been systematically excluded from national development agendas, and propose strategies for more

inclusive policy interventions.

Rama Kumar (2019). Forest Dependency and Economic Policies: Challenges for Indian Tribes. His research
discussed how modern forest management policies have disrupted the economic systems of tribe’s dependent on
forest resources. The study examined the shift from forest-based economies to wage labour, which has often
resulted in economic vulnerability for these communities. While the study focused on larger tribal groups, it did
not address the challenges faced by smaller tribes, such as the Didayi, which are heavily dependent on forest
resources for their livelihood. The gap in this study lies in the lack of focus on the specific challenges faced by
smaller tribes. The current research will explore how the Didayi tribe’s dependence on forest-based resources is
affected by modern economic policies, particularly forest conservation laws and industrialization. It will analyse

how these policies have disrupted their traditional economic activities and the tribe’s adaptive responses.

Anjali Sharma (2018). Education Reforms and Economic Shifts in Tribal Communities. Her research examined
the role of education in transforming the economic practices of tribal communities. The study highlighted how
modern education policies encourage youth to pursue wage labour, which could displace traditional economic
activities. While the research provides a broad perspective, it did not focus on smaller tribes such as the Didayi,
who have unique educational and economic needs. The gap in this research is the lack of detailed analysis of the
intersection between education and traditional economic practices in smaller tribes. The current study will focus
on the Didayi tribe, investigating how educational reforms have affected their engagement with traditional
economic activities. It will also assess whether education systems in the area support or hinder the preservation

of the tribe’s economic heritage.

Pratap Mohapatra (2021). Integrating Indigenous Knowledge into Modern Economic Policies: A Case for Odisha
Tribes. His research advocated for integrating indigenous knowledge into modern economic policies to ensure
sustainable development for tribal communities. The study focused on the theoretical importance of such
integration but did not provide concrete examples of how this could work in practice for smaller tribes. The gap
in the literature lies in the lack of practical case studies on how indigenous knowledge can be effectively
incorporated into policy-making for smaller, marginalized tribes. The current research will address this by
exploring how the Didayi tribe’s traditional economic practices can inform modern economic policies. The study
will provide insights into how traditional knowledge can be preserved while supporting sustainable development
in the tribe.
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3. Objectives
e To examine the influence of modern economic policies on the livelihood and traditional economic practices of
the Didayi tribe.

This objective focuses on understanding how government programs, industrialization, and market-driven

policies have affected the traditional subsistence methods and occupational patterns of the Didayi people.

e To analyse the extent of adaptation and resilience within the Didayi tribe in maintaining their traditional

economic systems amidst modern economic interventions.

This includes evaluating how the community balances its indigenous economic practices with the demands
and opportunities presented by modern economic policies.

e To assess the socio-economic implications of the integration of modern economic policies on the Didayi tribe’s

cultural identity and traditional resource management.

This explores whether the economic shifts have supported or undermined the cultural cohesion and

sustainable practices of the tribe.

4. Methodology

i. Research Design

This study uses a mixed-methods research design, combining qualitative and quantitative approaches to
examine the impact of modern economic policies on the traditional economic practices of the Didayi tribe in
Malkangiri district, Odisha, India. This design enables a comprehensive understanding of both the measurable
socio-economic changes and the lived experiences of the Didayi community.

ii. Study Area

The research is conducted in twelve villages distributed across three blocks- Khairaput, Korukonda, and

Chitrakonda- selected for their geographical diversity:

e Plain Area Villages: Muduliguda (A), Oringi, Purunaguda, and Chilipadar.
o Hill Area Villages: Kaneng, Nilapari, Gangapada, and Damadarbeda.
e Cut-Off Area Villages: Jantri, Sanyasiguda, Orapadar, and Dabuguda.

These villages offer a representative cross-section of the Didayi tribe’s traditional economic practices and

provide insight into how geographical location influences the effects of modern economic policies.
iii. Sampling Methods

The study employs stratified random sampling to ensure proportional representation from the three
geographical zones (plain, hill, and cut-off areas). A total sample size of 370 respondents was determined using

Cochran's formula, ensuring adequate representation of the target population.® Respondents include individuals
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from diverse age groups, genders, and roles within the community, such as elders, women, traditional leaders,

and youth.
iv. Data Collection Techniques

These were conducted with key informants, including tribal elders, traditional economic practitioners, and
local leaders, to capture in-depth insights into the perceived impacts of modern economic policies. Structured
questionnaires were designed to gather quantitative data on income levels, occupational patterns, and access to
economic programs introduced by the government or NGOs. Direct observation of economic activities, such as
agriculture, fishing, hunting, and artisanal crafts, provided contextual understanding and validated self-reported
data. FGDs were organized in each village to understand collective perceptions of economic changes, cultural
shifts, and community-level impacts. Select households and individuals were studied in depth to document unique
narratives of adaptation or disruption caused by modern economic policies.®

v. Analytical Frameworks

Qualitative data from interviews, FGDs, and case studies were analysed to identify recurring themes, such
as economic adaptation, cultural erosion, and policy challenges. Used to summarize survey data on variables like
income changes, employment types, and participation in government programs. Economic practices across the
plain, hill, and cut-off areas were compared to highlight regional differences. This was applied to understand how
modern economic policies have affected the community's assets (natural, financial, human, and social capital)

and their livelihood strategies.’
vi. Study Limitations

Accessibility issues in remote cut-off area villages, such as Jantri and Dabuguda, limited the frequency of
field visits and data collection. Engaging with a marginalized tribal community required significant time and
effort to build trust, which may have constrained the data collection process. The concurrent implementation of
multiple government schemes made it challenging to isolate the impact of specific economic policies. As the
study focused on current practices, it may not fully capture long-term economic and cultural shifts.® This
methodology ensures a rigorous and culturally sensitive approach to understanding how modern economic
policies influence the traditional economic systems of the Didayi tribe, highlighting both challenges and adaptive

strategies.
5. Discussion:
(i) Findings in Relation to Study Objectives and Existing Literature

The study reveals that modern economic policies have significantly impacted the traditional economic
practices of the Didayi tribe, as evidenced by changes in livelihood patterns, resource use, and cultural integration.
The findings align with the objectives of understanding these shifts and evaluating the adaptation of the Didayi
tribe amidst modern economic interventions. Traditional practices such as subsistence farming, hunting, and
handicrafts have seen a decline due to the introduction of government programs promoting cash crops, formal

employment, and modern education. Similar trends have been documented by Patnaik (2005), who highlights
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how economic modernization often marginalizes indigenous practices.® The adaptation of modern farming
techniques has improved income levels for some households; however, it has also led to a decline in traditional

ecological knowledge, consistent with findings by Sarap (2007).%°
(i) Cultural Implications

The gradual erosion of traditional economic practices has led to a weakening of cultural identity. Traditional
crafts and collective resource management systems are being replaced by individualistic, market-driven
approaches. This aligns with Bryman (2012), who argues that modernization often disrupts the cultural fabric of

indigenous societies.
(iii) Economic Implications

While modern policies have created new opportunities, such as improved market access and employment
through government schemes, they have also introduced vulnerabilities. Dependency on external markets and
inconsistent policy implementation have made traditional practices less sustainable. This dual impact mirrors the
findings of Creswell (2014), who notes that modern economic systems often create economic stratification within

indigenous communities.
(iv) Social Implications

The social fabric of the Didayi tribe is undergoing transformation as traditional communal decision-making
gives way to individual economic pursuits. This shift has led to generational tensions, as younger members
gravitate toward modern employment, often at the expense of traditional responsibilities, as observed by Patnaik
(2005).

(v) Comparisons with Other Indigenous Communities

The experiences of the Didayi tribe resonate with those of other indigenous communities globally. For
instance: Much like the Didayi, Aboriginal groups have faced disruptions in traditional practices due to
government policies promoting integration into mainstream economic systems (Smyth, 2001).** Similar to the
Didayi, the Maasai have experienced a decline in pastoral practices due to land privatization and government
interventions, leading to economic diversification and cultural disintegration (Homewood, 2008). Federal policies
have historically encouraged Native American tribes to adopt Western agricultural practices, leading to loss of

cultural heritage and ecological knowledge, as noted by Deloria and Wildcat (2001).1?

These comparisons underscore the universal challenges faced by indigenous communities navigating the
tension between tradition and modernity, with each community’s response shaped by its unique socio-political
context. The study highlights that while modern economic policies have improved some aspects of livelihood for
the Didayi tribe, they have also disrupted traditional economic practices, cultural identity, and social cohesion.
The findings emphasize the need for policies that balance development with the preservation of indigenous

traditions, drawing on participatory approaches to ensure sustainability.
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6. Findings
(1) Influence of Modern Economic Policies on Livelihood and Traditional Economic Practices

Modern economic policies have introduced significant changes in the livelihood and traditional economic
practices of the Didayi tribe. Government programs promoting cash crops and market-oriented agriculture have
reduced reliance on subsistence farming, which historically provided food security and reinforced communal
resource management. For instance: Traditional mixed-cropping methods have been partially replaced by single
cash crops such as turmeric and maize due to their higher market value. While this has increased monetary income
for some households, it has also led to soil depletion and reduced agricultural biodiversity. The introduction of
wage labour through government-sponsored infrastructure projects has shifted the workforce away from
traditional activities like hunting, fishing, and forest-based livelihoods. This dependency on external employment
undermines self-sufficiency and exposes families to seasonal economic fluctuations. These shifts echo broader
trends observed in indigenous communities where modern policies disrupt traditional economies in favor of

market integration.
(i)  Adaptation and Resilience in Maintaining Traditional Economic Systems

Despite these changes, the Didayi tribe demonstrates a degree of resilience and adaptability in balancing
traditional practices with modern demands: Some families continue to engage in traditional agriculture and forest-
based livelihoods while supplementing their income with wage labour or government subsidies. In remote areas
like Kaneng and Jantri, traditional systems of communal forest resource use persist, despite pressures from
modernization. Traditional economic roles, such as those of herbalists and craftspeople, continue to hold cultural
and symbolic significance even as their economic viability diminishes. However, these adaptations are not
uniform. Younger generations, particularly those with access to education and employment outside the village,

are less inclined to participate in traditional practices, signalling a potential decline in cultural transmission.
(iii)  Socio-Economic Implications on Cultural Identity and Resource Management

The integration of modern economic policies has both positive and negative socio-economic implications
for the Didayi tribe’s cultural identity and resource management: Dependence on market-driven economic
activities has diluted the cultural significance of practices like barter trading, communal farming, and seasonal
rituals tied to economic activities. For example, the celebration of agricultural festivals has diminished in villages
with higher market exposure. The emphasis on modern agricultural techniques has resulted in the gradual loss of
indigenous ecological knowledge, such as sustainable shifting cultivation practices that are ecologically sensitive
to the region’s terrain. Modern policies have led to uneven economic benefits, creating a divide between
households that can capitalize on new opportunities and those reliant on traditional subsistence methods. The shift
towards individual economic pursuits has weakened traditional social hierarchies and decision-making structures,
particularly in villages closer to administrative centers like Chitrakonda. In villages like Oringi and Muduliguda,
many families now depend on government programs like MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi National Rural

Employment Guarantee Act) for income. While this provides immediate financial benefits, it detracts from
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traditional practices like communal fishing and gathering. In villages adopting cash crop farming, such as
Chilipadar, dependence on fluctuating market prices has increased economic vulnerability. The loss of traditional
barter systems has also reduced the tribe's resilience to external economic shocks. These findings demonstrate
that while modern economic policies have introduced opportunities for income diversification and infrastructure
development, they have also posted significant challenges to the Didayi tribe's traditional economic systems and
cultural identity.

7. Conclusion

Modern economic policies have significantly reshaped the traditional economic practices of the Didayi
tribe in Malkangiri district, Odisha. These policies, aimed at integrating tribal communities into mainstream
economic frameworks, have introduced both opportunities and challenges. While initiatives such as wage-based
employment and cash-crop farming have enhanced financial access for some, they have also disrupted traditional
subsistence farming, barter trade, and communal resource management systems. This transition has weakened the
cultural identity and ecological knowledge that underpin Didayi livelihoods, replacing them with market-
dependent practices vulnerable to economic fluctuations. The cultural implications are profound, as the erosion
of traditional economic systems threatens the transmission of indigenous knowledge to younger generations. The
economic shifts also challenge the tribe’s autonomy, as dependence on external markets and government schemes
grows. Despite these challenges, the Didayi community demonstrates resilience by adapting to modern demands
while preserving elements of their traditional practices. The findings emphasize the importance of culturally
sensitive economic policies that balance development with cultural preservation. Collaborative frameworks
involving the government, NGOs, and the Didayi community are crucial to ensuring sustainable development
while respecting the tribe’s heritage and autonomy. Recognizing the value of indigenous systems and integrating

them into policy-making will be key to fostering both economic growth and cultural continuity.
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