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ABSTRACT:

The Name of the town of Kakori has been well known for many centuries, especially for its cultural, scholarly,
religious and spiritual tradition, but one of its main characteristics that a few people know is the story of the
lost martyrs here. Kakori train robbery in the same incident. The story of which may not be commonly known,
but the educated class is aware that the Kakori train robbery incident is an important milestone in India's
freedom struggle. The event took place on August 9, 1925. When the train from Saharanpur to Lucknow was
stopped near Kakori, the ten young men of the Indian Republican Association, Pandit Ram Prashad Bismil,
Rajendra Lahiri, Roshan Singh, Ashfagullah Khan, Sachindra Nath Bakshi, Chandrashekhar Azad, Banarsi
Lal, Banwari Lal, Bhupinder Sanyal and Prem Kishan Khanna robbed the official treasure carrying in it, and
fled. They stole the money from the train in just 45 minutes.
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Ageel Abbas Jafri writes very well:

At Midnight on August 9, 1925, the sky was covered with dark clouds, there was a slight drizzle, it was 2™ of
lunar calender, that's why it was very dark. In such a situation, when the 8 down passenger train going from
Saharanpur to Lucknow stopped at the Kakori station platform, some passengers got off the train and some
people boarded the train quickly.

Ashfaqullah Khan, Sachindra Nath Bakshi, Pandit Ram Prashad Bismil and Rajendra Lahiri, besides six other
members of the Indian Republican Association boarded the train in different compartments. The train had just
left the Kakori when it was stopped by pulling the chain at a deserted place. A few men quickly climbed down
and took up positions on either side of the train. The driver and guard of the train were on their gun point. The

sound of a few fires echoed in the air and the passengers and women and children in the train began to scream.
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Suddenly a loud voice echoed in the air and announced that no one should try to get off the train and should not
make any movement. "We are not robbers, we are revolutionaries, we will not harm any passenger.” We will
loot the government treasury carrying in the train and leave. " "A few young men from the group reached the
guard's compartment and surrounded it." The guard was taken down. Three or four men entered the
compartment and brought down the safe in which the government treasure was kept. The guard did not resist.
The youths broke the locker with chisel, hammer and sickle. They wrapped all the treasure and tied it in bundles,
then stopped the guard there and ordered the driver to take the train, the young men walked on foot with the
treasure bundles on their heads and reached Lucknow and hid in their secret hideouts. In the meanwhile the

train had also reached the Lucknow Station. The entire station was filled with the screams of the passengers.

This Event marked a historic blow to British colonialism and its feudal system. The next day, the news spread
throughout the country. The brave act of looting the government treasure in Kakori was mentioned on the tongue
of everyone. The Uttar Pradesh government investigated the case vigorously, but did not get anything.
According to the report, about 44 youths were arrested in a simultaneous raid in the entire province on
September 26, 1925, after an effort of one and a half months.. Before the trial, 16 youths were released and the
remaining 28 were jailed. Two of the accused, Banwarilal and Bhupinder Sanyal, were pardoned on the promise
of being made a witness to all the details of the crime and the plan. It was learnt that all the accused, except
Ashfaqullah Khan, Sachindra Nath Bakshi and Chandrashekhar Azad, have been arrested. The police also laid
a trap across the country to arrest these three accused and in a few days' hard work, arrested Ashfaqullah Khan
and Sachindra Nath Bakshi. The trial began but since all the accused were literate So their spirits were high, it
is known that all of them composed songs and ghazals while in prison and sang them on the way, the most

famous of them was the ghazal:

Sarfaroshi ki tamanna ab Hamare dil me hai;

Dekhna hai Zor kitna Baazu-e-Qatil me hai.

The Trial began on 21 May 1926 in the Court of Session. The trial lasted until March 1927, and the verdict was
delivered on April 6, 1927. According to the verdict, Ram Prashad Bismil, Rajinder Nath Lahiri and Roshan
Singh were sentenced to death and the other accused were sentenced to life imprisonment or five to ten years
in prison. Ashfaqullah Khan, Sachinder Nath Bakshi and Chandrashekhar Azad were not included in these
accused as they have not yet come into the hands of the police. The accused filed an appeal against the Sessions
Court's decision in the Chief Court, during which there was an atmosphere of unease and discontent in Hurriyat

circles across the country.

In the Legislative Council, Thakur Manjit Singh also presented a resolution to reduce the sentences of the

accused who were sentenced to death, but as the council meeting was not held, the resolution could not be

JETIR2411679 \ Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetirorg | g738


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2024 JETIR November 2024, Volume 11, Issue 11 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

discussed and when the discussion started, the whole game was over. The Chief Court upheld the decision of

the Sessions Court. Meanwhile, Ashfaqullah Khan and Sachinder Nath Bakshi were also arrested.

On December 19, Pandit Ram Prashad Bismil, Ashfaqullah Khan, Rajinder Nath Lahiri and Roshan Singh were
hanged to death in different jails of UP, while five accused including Sachindra Nath Bakshi were sentenced to
life imprisonment and 10 other accused were sentenced to three to 14 years in jail. In the history of the
subcontinent, this incident is known as the Kakori robbery case. After independence, the Government of India
also issued a commemorative postage stamp in memory of two Hurriyat leaders Ram Prashad Bismil and

Ashfaqullah Khan who were sentenced to death.

The Town of Kakori, which has always been memorable for the history of the patriotic people who died on this
soil, these patriots, no matter how well-known in this town, but time has forgotten them like anonymous martyrs.
Munshi Rasool Bakhsh, Munshi Abdul Samad and Mufti Inayat Ahmed Kakorvi are the martyrs of freedom
struggle whose names are mentioned in various books and journals, including Abdul Haleem Sharar's book,
'‘Guzishta Lucknow'. Although the name of Mufti Inayat Ahmad (May God bless him and grant him peace) is
known throughout Asia as a prominent mufti and scholar of religion, he is rarely remembered for suffering the
hardships of black water (Kaala Paani) in Andaman and Nicobar by issuing fatwas against the British in this
freedom struggle. There is a long list of the people of the town who remain associated with Darbar-e-Awadh.
Among them, Munshi Faiz Bakhsh Sahib remain associated to the court of Shuja-ud-Daula and Bahu Begum
till the end. Mufti Khaliluddin Khan Bahadur was the minister of the king Naseeruddin Haider and earned a
great name. Apart from them, Mr. Masihuddin Khan Bahadur, who was made Ambassador to England by the
King of Oudh, became known for his fame Or Sheikh Jarullah Sahib, the holder of Haft Hazari Mansab.
Similarly, Mulla Abdul Raqgib was associated with Aurangzeb Alamgir's court, Abul Barkat Khan, who served
in the army of Awadbh at a high rank. In a nut shell many people of the town occupied important positions in the

government, which would be inappropriate to describe in detail.

The Unsung Martyrs of Freedom

For the freedom of the country, the work of igniting the spirit of revolution in the British forces in Awadh was
done by Munshi Rasul Bakhsh Alvi Kakrovi with great courage and struggle, along with his son Hafiz Munshi
Abdul Samad Alvi Yusufi who supported him step by step. They worked with an organized group and
succeeded, but could not see its result, and for this crime, father and son were hanged to death.

The Heir of the first-mentioned, Munshi Rasool Bakhsh Shaheed, was Mullah Abu Bakr Jami Alavi, whose
descendants came to conquer Kakori on the orders of Shargi Sultan Malik Bahauddin, and later settled here.
Mr. Rasool Bakhsh's father, Munshi Faiz Bakhsh, was a Subedar in the army of Nawab Shuja-ud-Daula, and
participated in the battle of Buxar. He went on to become the treasurer of Bahu Begum. Munshi Rasul Bakhsh
Shaheed was famous as an officer in the army of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah due to his extraordinary tact and
wisdom and other skills, Nawab Wajid Ali Shah was very respectful to him and was considered among the

greatest well-wishers and moderates.
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After the Nawab's overthrow, the army was disbanded, then he came back to Kakori and formed a group of
their deposed colleagues and started spreading hatred against the British. Their attempt was to overthrow the
British. Only a few people are named in connection with the rebellion in the armies, According to the book
"Sailab-e-Khoon™ Tantia Tope patrolled the armies in the dress of a jogi, but it is not mentioned elsewhere
except in this book. There is no evidence that the troops themselves revolted or that other people were behind
the revolt.

A review of history shows that some soldiers also raised their professional community for the revolt, but
systematically only two figures stand out in history. One of them was "Ameer Al-Mujahideen Maulvi Sarfaraz
Ali" ShahJahanpuri who was a scholar of the time and a follower of Syed Ahmad Shaheed Barelvi the other
was "Munshi Rasool Bakhsh Kakorvi" who was blessed by Shah Tagi Ali Qalandar, an elder of Khangah
Kazmiya. Apart from them, Mubarakpur's Muhammad Shafi and Kanpur's Jawala Parshad and Shamshaduddin
are also worth mentioning. Therefore, with his personal influence, he had secretly prepared all the feudal lords
and kings of Oudh to organize a rebellion, there were cantonments in Oudh, he had made them like-minded by
meeting with the officers and the salary was also arranged for the army under them. At that time, a secret
movement for independence was going on in different places of India, Munshi Sahib had developed a
relationship with its leaders, and in the meantime, he also met Azimullah Khan. The work was not yet complete
and June 21 was the date of the beginning of the revolution, on May 10, 1857, a cartridge issue was raised from
Meerut. The impact of which was felt far and near everywhere, the army was about to enter Lucknow the next
day. The troops of the Lucknow Cantonment were also ready, Among the Indian officers who were in the
service of the British, many of them were his associates and friends, among them there was a police inspector
or sub-inspector who was a special confidant of Munshi Sahib, God knows, for some reason there was a rift in
his heart, he went and informed colonel Bailey, the chief officer of the English army.

As a result, the British raided his house in Kakori in the early hours of the night and Munshi Rasool Bakhsh and
his son Hafiz Abdul Samad Yusufi along with 18 others were arrested and hanged on the mound of Pir
Muhammad Sahib. The arrest of the entire family was ordered. These events are mentioned in Kitab Qaisar al-
Tawareikh, Tazkirah Mashahir Kakori, and the East India Company and Baghi Ulama.

The Other two sons of Munshi Sahib, Munshi Abdul Hai alias Arshi Sahib and Munshi Abdul Aziz Sahib were
also in the back of the house at that time. They quickly left the house along with the ladies to save their lives,
so that he could hide in the right place, Shah Turab Ali Qalandar, the Sajjada Nashin of Khangah Kazmiya
Qalandria Takiya Sharif Kakuoi, was alive. He found out from his spirituality and woke up his two sons, Shah
Taqi Ali and Shah Hyder Ali, and said, "Look, the people of Kothi are in such and such a place, go and bring
them.” And stay them in the Mahalsara so that they do not fall into the hands of the British so these gentlemen
reached the specified place and brought them all with them, the whole family remain hidden in the Mahal of
the Khankah for several months. After that they went to Sandila hid themselves in the house of their relative.
The rebellion lasted for a few days, but the feudal lords and the kings of Oudh continued to fight and somehow
did not obey the British. One day, the military superior or chief commissioner of Lucknow consulted Nawab
Ikramullah Khan Sahib, who was the son of Munshi Rasul Bakhsh Kakrovi's brother-in-law and held a

prominent position in the British government and later became the provincial in the Hyderabad state and also
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received the title of Nawab Yar Jung there, that the revolt had fallen, but these feudal lords and the kings of
Oudh would not surrender in any case. | am very much worried that you should give me some solution, he said,
I will tell you if you would not get angry, He permitted, and then he said although Munshi Rasool Bakhsh had
revolted, you arrested him and hanged, There are two sonsamong his children, the person who had this influence
that even after his execution, it is very difficult to put out the fire. Their sons also have a lot of influence. It is
better that you announce forgiveness to their families, and when their sons come out of their place of shelter,
call them and entrust them with this task. They can do this. No one else can do it .This proposal was understood
by him, he did the same, Abdul Hai Sahib made all the Jagirdars compatible, the British wanted to give the area
asareward, but he did not accept and lived as an advocate in Lucknow till his death. . The family was definitely
pardoned, but all the land and privileges they had got were terminated, due to which the family faced a lot of
trouble. For several decades, the sons of Munshi Rasool Bakhsh Shaheed had to live in hiding in Jais, Sandela
and Amethi..... Both father and son were executed on the 24th of Shawwal, Wednesday, 1273 AH, and buried
there. After a long time, his son Munshi Abdul Hai Sahib dug graves according to the signs and with the help
of some eye-witnesses and buried the remains in the cemetery adjacent to his native mosque. Munshi Abdus
Samad Sahib was an eminent scholar and Hafiz Kalamullah was a cheerful person and a great poet.He said

Makhamsa on the famous Naat of Qudsi Mashhadi.

Source:
Sukhanwaran-e-Kakori, Nasir Ahmad Alvi, Karachi, 1990.
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