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   Abstract:  

A person identifies him or herself with the caste, creed, culture and language of the community he or she belongs 

to. When this supporting background is lost an individual is threatened by an identity crisis. This paper deals with 

the dilemma of the identity crisis of the Afro-Americans after the Great American civil Strife. The Paper deals with 

Margaret Walker’s Novel Jubilee that depicts the Peculiar Institution of Slavery and the suffering of the slaves.  

The novel also explores the post-civil War life of the Slaves and that of their White Master. Both the slave and the 

master suffer from the Identity crisis. The Transition Phase of the Reconstruction Period is again a process of 

exploitation for the slaves who were forbidden justice and human rights since their first arrival in the colonies of 

America. 

 

The paper explores the harsh reality of the Afro-Americans who suffered under slavery for more than 200 years 

and even after the declaration of Emancipation Proclaimation this proves that even a four year long war could not 

change the Collective Social Consciousness of the Pro-Slavery nation. 
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Erik Erikson was the first person to coin the term Identity Crisis. That is a psychological state of mind to perplex an 

individual about his or her belonging and purpose of life. 

This dilemma of identity is clear in the racial approach towards the Afro-Americans that     

revives the harsh- treatment of discrimination         

 that stayed deeply rooted in America for more than 200 years. 

  

 Barack Obama became the president of America. It was a charismatic phenomenon in the history of the Africans 

who were never a citizen of the colonies of America.  

They were like the wild flowers blooming over the sea shores of African Island; they never knew that their peculiar 

facial features and dark complexion would stamp them a Servile Race for the centuries ahead.  

  

When the discovery of America proved to be a safe refuge of the immigrants of Britain and neighboring countries 

they flocked to a niche where they were not a religious minority. 

 mass exodus of immigrants came to settle down in the colonies of America  

The Growing wealth of the plantation masters made them too ambitious to be humane towards those imported from 

African islands. 

 It was 1619 when a slave trader came to Virginia and he exchanged a cargo of 20 slaves in exchange for food.  

At the moment none had ever realized that the African people would become an integral part of the American 

Economy. 

The African people were not welcomed anywhere in the colonies of America. However, gradually they entered the 

labour system of Southern America   and began to work like white servants. 

African slaves were a civilizing institute at the commencement in European countries. But none of the European 

countries could cherish this objective for a long time. Like the Dutch and the Spaniard, the Americans were also 

tempted by the unbridled lust of slavery. 

  

with the growth of Cotton Kingdom African Slaves became a dire need of the agrarian labour-system of America.  

 When the South began a process of Enslavement an Alien African was pronounced equal to a race like animal, this 

equitability legalized the cruel treatment that they were to get at the hands of white slave masters under the process 

of enslavement. 

When the white man set out to trade slaves they faced hurdles as the African people like all living beings also like a 

freeman’s life and they resisted enslavement in many ways. During slave trading the slaves were kidnapped to travel 
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a long voyage and thus began the process of mutual-interaction between the Africans and the Americans. Following 

the years of enslavement Africans began to incorporate American culture, traditions and beliefs. 

They were exploited to the core of their so it was an IDENTITY CRISIS for the African Immigrants.  

Who were not only stripped of their native land and culture but also forced to undergo the sexual perversions that 

was also a mode of increasing the property of slaves who were treated like a chattel property.  

  

This saga of physical and mental torture was not only a threat to their native culture but 1also brought out a sense of 

not belonging to the white agrarian-aristocratic people of Southern America. 

  

 They had been kidnapped and brought on the soil of a foreign land where they were dehumanized up to an extent 

where they could never claim any right to JUSTICE because the Court was also an institution for the white people. 

Margaret Walker, who herself was a child of the slave family, has voiced the deep seated and choked wailing of the 

slaves and their families. 

This undercurrent of suffering and excruciating pain gets a life-like expression in the novel Jubilee that is the semi-

auto~biographical narrative of a slave Hetta and her daughter.  

Hetta represents the slaves who were divided into two kinds of servants  

1House Slaves 

2.  Field Slaves 

House slaves were a privileged working class that was provided better food and clothing. On the other hand the field 

slaves often resided in the slave cottages that used to be built behind the Big House of the Slave masters. Many times 

slave girls were given to the children of the White Masters as Play-mates.     

Hetta is a also slavegirl used to be a play mate of her master until he grew up and he grew into a man he began to 

rape her The opening chapter of the novel depicts the institution of slavery which stamped slaves as sexually 

promicuous race and they exploited them forcefully all this proves the hidden hypocrisy. 

  

     Margaret Walker’ great grandmother herself was a slave who had faced the heart-rending experiences of the slave 

auctions and parting of the slave families. 

The same gets a graphic expression in the novel Jubilee where the novel opens with dying Hetta.  

She has been a slave and raped by her master regularly that resulted in 15 offspring at an early age of 29 and she is 

shown dying of the labour pain and a still birth.  

 As we observe in Cathrrine Clinton’s book The Other Civil War: American Women in the Nineteenth Century. 

 They were “keepers of the culture”(7) that was the social order of southern America. Slave population was the last 

strata of hierarchy and the continuous flow of labour was maintained by the sexual exploitation of the slaves.  
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The novelist starts the novel with the life-like description of   the slave Cottages that are poorly-ventilated dark places 

of slaves’ night halt. All the field slaves were to reside in the slave cabins that were built in the rows behind the Big 

House of the Master. Slaves were treated like chattle property and their life depended entirely on the whims of the 

slave masters.  I 

“Sis Hetta’s child: ante-bellum years: Death is a mystery that only the squinch owl 

 Know –Along the Big Road in Egypt’s Land …” (Walker, 1) 

The above quote is a reflection that reveals the sexual exploitation of African-Americans who were always treated 

like an object; Consequently Hetta dies of her forced pregnancies and her children are left with Jack who is a slave 

Husband too submissive to protect his wife and children. 

  After the death of Hetta her daughter Vyry is to live on the mercy of the master John Dutton who is also her biological 

father who is never ready to shower any love or sympathy over her.  

  

Whatever sympathy she gets she gets from Aunt Sally and gradually begins to work. As a house slave where it is 

warmer and comfortable. It is also a much shorter walk to the cabins while the field hands protect their frost-bitten 

feet from the cloud with burlap town. 

 (Walker10) 

During this period Vyry realizes the difference between a house slave and a field slave. She can also see through the 

difference between a slave and a white who often run short of food and money and intends to borrow from the kitchen 

of the master.  

  

Vyry represents the thousands of mulatto children who had been born after continued sexual exploitation of the black 

women in the name of their promiscuous attitude.  When mulatto slaves worked as House slaves like Vyry they were 

double tortured by the White mistress of the house. 

Over centuries when the South was getting flooded by the mulattoes they began to revolt against the racial exploitation 

because the line of color was not functioning to set the white supremacy. In addition to all this some of the mulattoes 

were exceptionally talented and often defied the orders of the slave masters. 

  

Such instances of revolts are very common in the novel of Harriet Beecher Stowe and Donald Mc Caig where Eliza 

who is a loyal slave of Mr. Shelby never wants to leave Shelby Household but her Husband is of rebellion nature 

raises his voice against Human exploitation   

 

 

 

Mulatto slaves like George Harris frequently resisted against the whims of slave masters as they had every reason to 

defy the white dominion as Geotge says here, “I’ am a man as much as he is. I’m a better man than he is” (Stowe, 24. 

When the slave population increased beyond proportions and the adultery of the white masters resulted in the birth 
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of miscegenation it was difficult to retain slaves submissive and docile. although maiming and murdering of their 

identity was a persistent phenomenon that continued in Slave Auctions where they were sold reminding them the 

harsh fact as Harris says here, 

‘I am only a nigger’ (Shelby 24). It was easy to enslave the blacks at the earlier decades of the 17 th century but it 

became more and more challenging when they outnumbered the white population in the South.  However, 

Emancipation of the black or the mulatto slaves was a complete collapse of the Labour-system and all this led to the 

masters keeping slaves and arranging their slave-marriage and selling the married couples for their business.  

This family parting grained a conflict in the mind and heart of the slaves who were rational enough to question the 

law of superiority of the White Agrarian Aristocrats of the South like Samuel Gatewood in the novel Jacob’s Ladder 

In the novel Jacob’s Ladder too, Mc Caig explores the theme of romance between Duncan Gatewood and Midge a 

mulatto slave 

  

In the novel Jacob’s Ladder where Midge, a slave girl, is also a white skinned servant of Miss Abigail. She lived in 

the Gatewood household, fell in love with the master's son, got pregnant and she is forced to marry a slave of his race 

when she is not ready to succumb to the decision of master Samuel Gatewood she is sold to a slave trader.   Midge 

narrates her traumatic experience as under: 

  

  

“Those first white men to sleep with the dark-skinned daughters of Africa were such bold pioneers!” 

“I suppose it is more agreeable to make love with creatures that closely resemble oneself. Narcissim is one of the 

South’s notable frailties.” (20) 

 

 

Racial violence was the foundation of the peculiar institute of slavery that ruled over the Africans for more than 200 

years and even after the Great America Civil War. 

  

Vyry is an epitome of the Optimistic Black Souls who never quit their hope of Freedom. 

Although her mother Hetta died under the institution of slavery yet this does not make Vyry gloomy and weak she is 

looking forward to emancipation. 

  

Her master and father John Dutton always promised her to be liberated but never kept his promise. This proves the 

harsh fact that White man’s Racial Complex never enabled him to be transparent and humane enough to consider 

slaves a human being. 

The reason behind this double standard was the Rights of Franchise for the black people.  
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If the growing population of slaves is treated like humans they might outnumber the white population. 

  

The whole South became a majority of slaves and the Southern Economy became a parasite on Cotton Cultivation 

and slavery.   

The democrat leaders of the South were powerful in politics and they always made efforts to safeguard the institution 

of slavery.  

  

As a result of Negro slavery the South blocked the technological growth in every field, which could speed up the 

cotton production. The traditional and crude methods of farming of the south made the South lag behind the industrial 

North, which was utilizing modern technologies for farming, manufacturing and transportation. 

Eugene D. Genovese writes in 

The Political Economy of Slavery, Steadies in the Economies and Society of the Slave South: 

“Negro slavery retarded technologic progress in many ways”. (50) The peculiar institution of slavery was the 

backbone of the Cotton economy that was the slow paced economy based on a single cash crop. Gradually the human 

exploitation resulted in the retarded growth of the Southern Economy 

When the North started Anti-Slavery movement the people in the North did not think that if Slavery is a moral evil, 

there cannot be any ideal society that could exist without evil and exploitation.  

 

 

Even the North was not without such drawbacks. It was also accused of exploitation of the white workers in the 

industries where they were poorly paid and their living standard was far worse than that of the slaves. But the southern 

laborers were of a different race so it was easy to offend its labor system. 

The South believed in slavery, as we all know, and had nearly four million  

Negroes who were held in slavery to their masters, 

But the North believed in slavery, too, and practiced it, though it was not Negro slavery. It was low-wage slavery, 

and it existed in Northern cities like a never-ending plague.  (Woodward 4) 

  

  

 The exploitation was always the foundation of every social hierarchy since the American-Revolution in 1776 British 

colonialists had been replaced by the White masters in the south and the businessmen in the North.  

The two different economies played a key role in the shaping of a psyche that was opposite to each other.     

As a result of this sectional strife many Acts  

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2024 JETIR December 2024, Volume 11, Issue 12                                                               www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2412544 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f405 
 

  were passed and in 1865 when the Republican Party wan the presidential Election it became apparent that the 

Planter- turned-democrat like John Dutton had lost their political worth in the country.  

 The political tremor caused the tension in the mind of the South and all the slave states decided to secede from the 

Union that was a drastic step. 

When Abraham Lincoln came to the highest office of The United States he announced that a nation divided by itself 

can 

not stand by itself.  On the other hand the nation in the form of half slave and half free can never exist and the Great 

American Civil War began. 

Where slave-masters like John Dutton played a key role. They invested their capital and time to win the cause.  

  

This was the time slaves like Vyry were full of hope that they will be freed from the fangs of slavery. When she meets 

Randal Ware she is allured to freedom and she falls in love with him and she wants to begin a new life with him. 

Although she knows this is too difficult to get out of the bondage yet she dreams for freedom and her own house.  

Margaret Walker presents Vyry as a connecting link between the Slave masters and the Black People. She not only 

serves the white families but also stands by them when they are sinking in the depression . Vyry is a true Christian 

who nurtures her faith that thought of anger and revenge will do no good to her. 

When the War begins, slaveholders like John Morris Dutton are plunged into a crisis that they presumed to be a short-

term battle. The war took a gigantic shape that swallowed a large number of white young men of the South America 

and The North America. 

However, sustaining the shocks of such a prolonged Catastrophe was not within the power of the South as It was 

founded over an old and obsolete labor system of slavery. 

The South had exploited and demeaned the slaves to such an extent that their own identity was clouded by the 

darkness. 

The continuous exploitation of the African people made them confined in the old ways of life and they could never 

get out of their traditional ways of life and economy that retarded their growth and development.  

The system of exploitation and violence was not only a threat to the existence and identity of the slaves but also that 

of the slave Masters. 

Slaves like Vyry and Randal were an ideal for the slave masters as well as the rebelling slaves they believed that their 

cruel masters also deserve the kindness and humane treatment.  They had sympathy with Master Dutton who died in 

an accident and his daughter Lilian Dutton who was left orphaned after the death of her father.  

Although Vyry and her mother had lived a troubled and tortured life still she had a humane consideration of the White 

masters who were on the verge of losing their supremacy and Aristocratic Identity that was impossible without the 

victory of the Southern Cause that was safeguarding the Peculiar Institution of Slavery. 

When Southern America fought the four year long war it had to struggle for the currency, the transport, and faithful 

Mammy slaves like Vyry. During and after the war the nation suffered the severe pain that proved that the Identity 

Crisis of one race might be the destiny of the other. 
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In 1865 when the Union Army of the North won the war all the slaves were emancipated and freed. However, life 

was not an easy one yet they had to struggle for the land and job. 

They were disowned by their masters but where to live and what to do these were the perplexing ambiguities before 

them.  

Under such clouded conditions the flowers of Harlem Renaissance bloomed and slaves like Randal Ware discovered 

that Education is the only weapon to ensure their Rights and Safety. 

He began a campaign to make his community literate and powerful because now the Afro-Americans were to fight 

for Equality that was still a Forbidden Fruits to them. 

The African people had to reel under the Jim Crow Law and a Sub-standard level that never considered them as 

humane as the white people. 

The Violence to kill the identity of the African Race that began in 1619 still continued. It is often seen that Pregnant 

Black women are not provided adequate medical facilities and Black children also struggle for education.  

In the 21st Century When Presidential elections are around the corner, Donald Trump and Kamala Harris also revive 

the same Inter-racial Conflict. Besides America, Racism still prevails all over the world and its trauma is experienced 

frequently. 

  

Many Students of India are also killed and murdered every year. That is also an instance of the Identity Crisis that 

the White People are suffering from. They are not free from their Racial Prejudice that the White people are born to 

rule and the Black are born to get exploited. 

 However, the world is changing fast and the White people will have to accept that 

Black is Beautiful. 
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