
© 2024 JETIR December 2024, Volume 11, Issue 12                                                    www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2412612 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org g78 
 

A STUDY ON GROWTH AND PERFORMANCE 

OF WOMEN AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS 

IN INDIA AND ANDHRA PRADESH 
 

*K. Swaroopa ** Prof. C. Basavaiah 

Research Scholar, Dept. of Economics, S. V. U. College of Arts, S. V. University, Tirupati – 517502. 

**Professor, Dept. of Economics, S. V. U. College of Arts, S. V. University, Tirupati – 517502. 

 

Abstract 

                    Agriculture plays a vital role in India’s economy 54.6 per cent of the total work force in the 

country is engaged in agricultural and allied sector activities1. Agriculture in India defines familial tradition, 

social relations and gender roles. Female in the agricultural sector, whether through traditional means or 

industrial, for subsistence or as an agricultural labourer, represents a momentous demographic group. 

Agricultural sector employs 80 per cent of all economically active women comprising 33 per cent of the 

agricultures in the country. Agriculture, the single largest production endeavour in India is contributing 

substantially to the GDP. As per the provisional estimates of national income released by CSO on 29th May 

2020, the share of agriculture and allied sectors in Gross Value Added (GVA) of the country at current 

prices is 17.8 per cent for the year 2019-20. The share of agriculture and allied sectors in GVA of the 

country has declined from 18.2 per cent in 2014-15 to 17.8 per cent in 2019-20, an inevitable outcome of a 

development process in which the relative performance of non-agricultural sectors becomes mole dominant. 

Within the agriculture sector, the share of crops has fallen from 11.2 per cent in 2014-15 to 9.4 per cent in 

2018-19. The decline in the share of crops has been made up by an increase in the share of livestock and 

fisheries sectors. Given the importance of the agricultural sector, the Government of India has taken several 

steps for its development in a sustained manner. In the population on agriculture has declined and 

cultivator’s percentage has also declined during the same period. But the agricultural labourers workforce 

has increased in during the period of 1961 to 1991, whereas, in 2001 it has slightly declined. However, the 

agricultural labourer’s workforce has increased in 2011. The percentage of cultivators was also declined 

during the periods of 1961 to 2011. Female working population has secularly increased from 2001 Census to 

2011 is found in case of Rajasthan state (27.76 per cent) followed by Bihar (26.84 per cent), Odessa (26.06 

per cent) Uttar Pradesh (22.81 per cent), Chhattisgarh (21.65 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (19.04 per cent). 
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There is a considerable increase is witnessed in the state of Tamil Nadu (17.10 per cent) followed by 

Maharashtra (17.39 per cent), Karnataka (15.06 per cent) and West Bengal (13.34 per cent). 

* 

Introduction 

Agriculture in India is the vertical backbone of the country and is regarded as the large cell of the country’s 

economic activity. About 80 per cent of the Indian population either directly or indirectly depends of 

agriculture. Most of women perform various works for their livelihood and agriculture is considered as the 

biggest unorganized sector, where the large number of rural women takes part actively. The role of rural 

women is crucial in rural India as they participate in wide range of farm activities by slogging alongside with 

men in the field as well as taking care of the home and children, there by performing a dual role that of a 

home maker and of a pattern in the farming activities outside the home. Indian agriculture continues to be 

gamble in the hands of monsoons in the spite of the green revolution and other advancements in Agriculture 

technology. In India, nearly half of the national income is derived from agriculture thus constituting the very 

foundation for the national economy.  

The achievement in Indian Agriculture has won national and international appreciation. Agriculture 

constitutes the main source of livelihood and the main area of work for most people in the developing 

countries. Most of these countries are at the early stage of development where the majority of women is 

employed in agriculture. Even in most of the South-East Asian countries, where convention prevents women 

from working outside the home, care of livestock, processing of the harvested crops, pursuit of craft and 

other work still provide them with the status of contributing materially to the family income. In most parts of 

the country, the jobs done traditionally by women are generally those of transplanting, sowing, weeding, 

harvesting, winnowing and threshing. Indian women constituting nearly half of the total population of the 

country play a crucial role both in domestic sphere and agricultural sector. Yet our traditional attitude treats 

women as second-class citizens in spite of the fact that women have proved their settle in every walk of life. 

Their contribution is not given due credit.  

According to an international Labour Organization estimation, the value of unpaid house hold work 

constitutes 25 to 39 per cent of the Gross National product. The employment profile of women, as per the 

census of 2011, indicates that 79.40 per cent of all economically active women were engaged in agriculture 

as compared to 63.30 per cent of men. A significant trend observed is that over the years there has been an 

increase in the proportion of agricultural wage labour top total agricultural workers at the all-India level. The 

fact is that the proportion of women wage labourers is much higher than that of men. At all-India level, the 

proportion of female workers engaged as agricultural labourers in 1961, 55.32 per cent of the rural female 

workers were cultivators but their proportion declined to 33.03 per cent in 2011. Even in the case of male 

cultivators, the proportion decreased, though not to that extent as it was in the case of women. Agriculture, 

the single largest production Endeavour in India, contributing 25 per cent to the GDP, is increasingly 

becoming a female activity. Agriculture sector employs 80% of all economically active women in the 
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country as compared to 63% of men. It is estimated that there are 75 million women in dairying as against 15 

million men and 20 million in other livestock activities as compared to 1.5 million men. 

The Women Agricultural Labours belong to the disadvantaged sections of Indian rural society, constituting 

about 25 per cent of the total labour force Indeed; they should be paid special attention to lessen their 

aggravating employment situation and provided with other social security fields. We find a declining 

proportion of cultivators and an increasing proportion of agricultural labourers. However, the occupational 

structure has remained more or less stagnant over the last three decades. The percentage of agricultural work 

force was 69.51 per cent between 1971 and 2011 with slight increase at per cent, i.e., 68.79 per cent. 

Women’s role in agricultural operations, animal husbandry and other economically productive activities is 

very significant. They contribute about 60-70 per cent of the labour required for these activities thus playing 

a pivotal role in sustaining economy.   

The decision making process is an important segment of every household because it makes implementation of 

a plan or programme quite easy. Any intervention for improving the condition of women involved in 

agricultural activities should begin with an understanding of their role profile in terms of various agriculture 

and related activities. Analysis of their role, both traditional and current will enable one to identify the areas 

of intervention. This becomes the input for designing programmes of development by way of opening of 

new avenues of income generation and matching technologies to the specific tasks. However, in carrying out 

the programmes, appropriate research and extension, input supply and policy backup is of supreme 

importance.  

Once the programme of women’s development in agriculture is launched fulfilling all these necessary 

conditions, it facilitates better performance of the role of the women, thereby enabling them to increase 

income, reduce drudgery and enhance their status in the society enabling them to increase income. In order 

to improve upon socio-economic status of women, areas of possible interventions are, through providing 

more assured wage labour market, Identification of land based employment avenues and non-farm 

employment. Education is hypothesized to affect the agricultural productivity in two ways, firstly, via a 

choice of better inputs and output and secondly, through a better utilization of existing inputs technical 

efficiency aspect. It was though that educational level of both husband and wife have been taken separately 

to assess the influence on the decision making process of farm. 

Female Work participation in India 1981-2011 

Table-1 reveals that the female work participation rate initially shows an upward tendency from 19.67 in 1981 

to the 25.63 in 2001 and 25.50 per cent in 2011. This does not mean there are wide variations in the work 

participation rate over these years, just minute changes can be noted here. 
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Table-1 

Female Work participation in India 1981-2011 

S. No. Census Year Indian female 

1 1981 19.67 

2 1991 22.27 

3 2001 25.63 

4 2011 25.50 

                  Source: Office of the Registrar General, India. 

Female Rural Work participation in India 1981-2011 

Table-2 shows the ups and downs in female rural work participation rates during 1981- 2011.The Women 

Rural Workforce Participation Rate which 23.06 per cent in 1981 become 30.73 per cent in 2001 and then 

decline of 30 per cent in 2011. In rural sector about more than 80 per cent of female workforce engaged in 

agriculture and other allied activities. A major part of women in the primary sector working in the informal 

or residual sector can be fetched of low wages. Women are working as hired labour and pressurised to do 

works from morning to evening, even at late night, in deplorable conditions. 

Table-2 

Female Rural  Work participation in India 1981-2011 

S. No. Census Year Indian female 

1 1981 23.06 

2 1991 26.79 

3 2001 30.73 

4 2011 30.00 

                  Source: Office of the Registrar General, India. 

Growth of Agricultural Labourers in India 

 The class of agricultural workers did not exist in India before the advent of Britishers. Sir Thomas Munroe 

had stated in 1882 that there was not a single landless labour in India. Undoubtedly, this was an 

overstatement. However, it can be safely said that the class of agricultural workers was too small to attract 

any attention. According to the census of 1881, landless labourers in that year were 7.5 million. In 1921, 

agricultural workers were 21 million which was17.4 per cent of the total rural working populations. The 

number of agricultural labourers has continuously increased since then. They were 27.5 million in 1951 and 

31.5 million in 1961¹⁶. According to the census of 1971 the number of agricultural workers was 47.5 million 

which accounted for 26.9 per cent of the total workers. According to the census of 1981 the number of 

agricultural workers was 55.4 million which 25.1 per cent of the total labour force was according to the 

census of 1991 it increased to 74.7 million. 
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Table-3 

Growth of Agriculture Labour in India 

S. No. Census Year Number ( in 

million) 

1 1951 28.0 

2 1961 32.0 

3 1971 48.0 

4 1981 55.5 

5 1991 74.7 

6 2001 107.4 

7 2011 144.4 

Source: Population Census Reports, 1951-2011. 
 

Which was 26.5 per cent of the total labour force was and it was 107.4 million in 2001 and 144.3 

million in 2011. This shows that every fourth person of the labour force is an agricultural worker in 

India. The figures for different census are not comparable because definition of agricultural workers 

has been modified from time to time. However, an unmistaken tendency of a continuously increasing 

number of agricultural workers is discernibly. 
 

At present, labour laws are targeted towards the organized labour force. The un-organized sector does 

not get much benefit out of the existing labour laws, particularly, vulnerable groups among the 

unorganized sectors urban informal sectors, agriculture labour migrant labour, women and child 

labour and poor landless workers etc. One of the laws which are widely applicable to these 

vulnerable groups relates to minimum wages. The minimum wages have been fixed at different level 

by the different state governments. If properly enforced minimum wages are expected to offer greater 

potential for income transfers. However it must be ensured that in 'implementation, there is no 

harassment. 

Table-4 

Distribution of Agricultural Work Force in India, During 1961-2011. 

S. No. Year Total 

Population 

(in millions) 

Total 

Agricultural 

Workers (in 

per cent) 

Total 

Cultivators 

(in per 

cent) 

Total 

Agricultural 

Labourers 

(in per cent) 

1 1961 439 72.36 52.80 19.56 

2 1971 548 70.12 43.14 26.98 

3 1981 683 68.35 42.33 26.09 

4 1991 844 67.01 39.85 27.16 

5 2001 1027 58.40 31.71 26.69 

6 2011 1210 54.60 24.60 30.00 

     Sources: Census of India 1961 to 2011. 
 

The table-4 shows that the Indian population is tremendously increasing since the period of 1961 to 2011. But 

the working population engaged in agricultural in 1961 was 72.36 per cent, whereas, in 2011 it is only 54.60 

per cent. It shows that dependency of population on agriculture has declined and cultivator’s percentage has 

also declined during the same period. But the agricultural labourers workforce has increased in during the 
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period of 1961 to 1991, whereas, in 2001 it has slightly declined. However, the agricultural labourer’s 

workforce has increased in 2011. The percentage of cultivators was also declined during the periods of 1961 

to 2011. 

 

Sex-wise Classification of Workers  

  The utilization of human resources for the socio-economic progress of a nation through occupational 

structure, labour force participation has of immense importance. The distribution of workers among different 

occupational categories along with regional disparities relating to the occupational structure shows the 

lopsided development of some parts of the nation. Occupational structure changes the whole economic 

activity of the people in the region. Occupational sex segregation is an important to explain the progress of 

the male and female work participation. State-wise and sex-wise classification of workers in India are 

presented in table-5. 

Table-5 

State-wise sex-Wise Classification of Workers 

States Census 2001 Census 2011 

Male 

Working 

populatio

n 

Male main 

Workers 

Female 

Working 

population 

Female 

main 

Worker

s 

Male 

Working 

population 

Male main 

Workers 

Female 

Working 

Population 

Female 

Main 

Workers 

Andhra Pradesh 268.52 244.16 143.21 103.32 241.86 214.60 152.37 115.77 

Arunachal Pradesh 2.94 2.67 1.89 1.48 3.50 3.01 2.37 1.78 

Assam 68.7 58.49 26.68 12.65 85.52 70.35 34.28 16.52 

Bihar 204.83 175.11 74.92 35.42 252.22 172.71 95.03 40.89 

Chhattisgarh 55.32 47.43 41.48 23.12 71.34 55.97 50.46 26.44 

Gujarat 144.77 134.81 67.78 35.45 180.01 165.68 67.67 37.98 

Haryana 57.16 49.33 26.62 13.08 68.07 58.61 21.10 11.55 

Himachal Pradesh 16.87 13.33 13.06 6.31 20.43 14.39 15.16 6.24 

Jammu and 

Kashmir 

26.80 22.27 10.74 3.82 31.95 23.06 11.28 3.38 

Jharkhand 66.60 51.34 34.49 13.13 84.25 52.34 46.73 15.84 

Karnataka 152.35 138.97 82.99 54.68 182.70 163.50 96.02 70.47 

Kerala 77.66 64.61 25.18 17.76 84.52 71.80 31.67 21.50 

Madhya Pradesh 161.94 140.56 95.99 50.46 201.47 163.62 114.27 63.40 

Maharashtra 268.52 244.16 143.21 103.32 326.17 299.89 168.11 137.74 

Odisha 98.02 80.05 44.74 15.85 119.03 87.94 56.39 19.13 

Punjab 69.60 64.26 21.67 14.10 80.74 72.65 18.23 11.86 

Rajasthan 146.96 128.41 90.71 45.96 182.97 152.44 115.89 58.14 

Tamil Nadu 181.00 163.03 97.78 74.54 214.35 189.61 114.50 89.81 

Tripura 8.31 7.42 3.28 1.70 10.45 8.88 4.24 1.89 
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Uttaranchal 19.96 16.39 11.37 6.83 25.52 20.71 13.20 8.00 

Uttar Pradesh 409.81 343.38 136.02 49.99 498.47 374.21 159.68 72.15 

West Bengal 223.88 194.95 70.94 35.29 267.17 216.78 80.40 40.08 

Total 2750.14 2401.48 297.38 728.57 3319.40 2732.10 1499.49 893.56 

Source: GOI: Registrar General of India, Census Reports. 

              The table above shows that male and female working population and male main workers and female 

main workers during 2001 and 2011Census periods. The male working population has increased from 2750 

million in 2001 to 3319 million in 2011, registering an increase of more than 5 fold 20.70 per cent while the 

female working population has increased by during the same period. The male main workers have also 

registered an increase of 13.77 per cent while that of female main workers have also grown by 7.29 per cent 

in 2011 when compared with the of 2001 census. Male main workers population has declined by 13.11 per 

cent in A.P state only. The rest of the states have witnessed an increasing trend in the number of male 

working population. The highest increase in the total male working population is found in Rajasthan (24.50 

per cent) followed by Madhya Pradesh (24.10 per cent), Bihar (23.14 per cent) U.P (21.63 per cent) and  

Tamil Nadu (18.43 per cent). 

                       Female working population has secularly increased from 2001 Census to 2011 is found in case 

of Rajasthan state (27.76 per cent) followed by Bihar (26.84 per cent), Odessa (26.06 per cent) Uttar Pradesh 

(22.81 per cent), Chhattisgarh (21.65 per cent) and Madhya Pradesh (19.04 per cent). There is a considerable 

increase is witnessed in the state of Tamil Nadu (17.10 per cent) followed by Maharashtra (17.39 per cent), 

Karnataka (15.06 per cent) and West Bengal (13.34 per cent). The female working population has declined 

in case of Gujarath, Haryana and Punjab due the increasing industrial activities which favour and attract 

male working population. The number of female main workers has increased most all states except Haryana, 

Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand and Punjab states. The significantly in Uttar Pradesh (44.33 per cent) 

followed by Maharastra (33.31 per cent) Karnataka (28.88 per cent), Rajasthan (26.50 per cent), Madhya 

Pradesh (25.64 per cent), Kerala (20.83 per cent) Odessa (20.69 per cent), and Tamil Nadu (20.49 per cent). 

In the rest of the states, the number of female main workers has witnessed a considerable increase in 2011 

over 2001. In Punjab, the number of female main workers has declined due to mechanization of agriculture. 
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Sex-wise Cultivators and Agricultural Labour during 2001-2011 

                     The State-wise distribution of male cultivators and male agricultural labourers in 2001 census 

and 2011 census are presented in table-6. 

Table-6 

Sex-Wise Number of Male Cultivators and Male Agricultural Labourers 

States Male Cultivators Differe

nce 

Percentage 

Change 

Male Agriculture 

Labour Changes 

Differe

nce 

Percentag

e Change 

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

Andhra Pradesh 39.07 43.57 4.50 11.52 25.10 81.30 56.20 223.90 

Arunachal Pradesh 1.36 1.53 0.17 12.50 0.10 0.18 0.08 80.00 

Assam 26.34 31.00 4.66 17.69 8.33 11.29 2.96 35.53 

Bihar 64.57 57.45 -7.12 11.03 87.30 125.71 38.41 40.00 

Chhattisgarh 24.66 24.24 -0.42 1.70 12.63 23.45 10.82 85.67 

Gujarat 39.07 42.44 3.37 8.63 25.10 36.50 11.40 45.42 

Haryana 18.55 17.89 -0.66 3.56 7.17 10.41 3.24 45.19 

Himachal Pradesh 8.34 9.06 0.72 8.63 0.56 1.03 0.47 83.93 

Jammu and Kashmir 10.05 7.65 -2.4 23.88 1.90 4.14 2.24 117.89 

Jharkhand 24.05 22.91 -1.14 -4.74 14.85 23.42 8.57 57.71 

Karnataka 48.33 47.54 -0.79 -16.35 26.21 32.83 6.62 25.26 

Kerala 6.02 5.47 -0.61 -10.13 10.78 8.58 2.2 20.41 

Madhya Pradesh 68.83 65.91 -2.92 -4.24 35.18 63.11 27.93 79.39 

Maharashtra 66.81 75.92 9.11 13.64 49.24 67.74 18.50 37.57 

Odisha 33.48 33.75 0.27 0.81 25.87 34.82 8.95 34.60 

Punjab 17.63 17.53 -0.10 0.57 11.04 12.39 1.35 12.23 

Rajasthan 70.63 75.18 4.55 6.44 10.55 21.33 10.78 102.18 

Tamil Nadu 32.62 27.32 -5.30 -16.25 42.56 48.43 5.87 13.79 

Tripura 2.21 2.29 0.08 3.62 1.62 2.14 0.52 32.10 

Uttaranchal 6.84 7.35 0.51 7.46 1.90 2.87 0.97 51.05 

Uttar Pradesh 174.80 155.12 -19.68 -11.26 82.46 138.03 55.57 67.39 

West Bengal 46.55 45.00 -0.95 -2.04 50.80 74.53 23.73 46.71 

Total 854.16 827.63   573.29 827.42 254.13 44.33 

Source: GOI: Registrar General of India, Census Reports. 

                The table above clearly explains the number of male cultivators and male agricultural labourers and 

their decrease/ increase and the percentage change between 2001 and 2011 censes in India. The highest 

number of male cultivators s found in Maharashtra followed by Assam, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh and 

Gujarat. The highest growth in terms of percentage is reported in case of Assam (18 per cent) followed by 
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Maharashtra (14 per cent) Andhra Pradesh (12 per cent) Gujarat (9 per cent) and Uttarkhand (7per cent). The 

rest of the States witnessed a declining trend between 2001 and 2011 Census. The highest number of male 

cultivators’ is declined in U.P followed by Bihar and Tamil Nadu and Madhya Pradesh. In percentage terms, 

the highest number of male cultivators is declined in case of J&K (24 per cent) followed by Rajasthan (16 

per cent), Tamil Nadu (16 per cent), UP (11 per cent) and Bihar (11 per cent). Out of 22 States, only nine 

States witnessed a growth in the number of male cultivators during the last decade ending 2011.  With regard 

to the male agricultural labourers, there is a decline in the number of male agricultural labourers in Kerala (-

20.41 per cent) while the rest of the States have witnessed an increase in the number of male agricultural 

labourers. The highest number of male agricultural labourers is found in case of Andhra Pradesh followed by 

UP, Bihar, Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal. In percentage differences between 2001 and 2011 census, 

Andhra Pradesh stood in first place with 224 per cent followed by Jammu & Kashmir 118 per cent. The 

following table-8 presents the number of female cultivators and female agricultural labourers during 2001 

and 2011. 

Table-7 

Sex-Wise Number of Female Cultivators and Female Agricultural Labourers 

States Female 

Cultivators 

Difference Percentag

e Change 

Female 

Agriculture 

Labour  

Difference Percent

age 

Chang

e 

2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 2001 2011 

Andhra Pradesh 18.96 21.34 2.38 12.55 26.52 88.37 61.85 233.22 

Arunachal Pradesh 1.41 1.50 0.09 6.38 0.09 0.18 0.09 100.00 

Assam 10.97 9.62 -1.35 12.31 4.31 7.16 2.85 66.13 

Bihar 17.36 14.51 -2.85 16.42 46.87 57.75 10.88 23.21 

Chhattisgarh 18.45 15.81 -2.64 -14.31 18.29 27.47 9.18 50.19 

Gujarat 18.96 12.03 -6.93 36.55 26.52 31.90 5.38 20.29 

Haryana 11.62 6.92 -4.70 -40.45 5.62 4.87 -0.75 -13.35 

Himachal Pradesh 11.21 11.56 0.35 3.12 0.39 0.72 0.33 84.62 

Jammu and Kashmir 5.87 4.80 -1.07 -18.23 0.56 1.33 0.77 137.50 

Jharkhand 14.84 15.24 0.40 2.69 13.66 20.94 7.28 53.29 

Karnataka 20.51 18.27 -2.24 10.92 36.06 38.73 2.67 7.40 

Kerala 1.22 1.23 1.11 90.98 5.42 4.65 -0.77 -14.21 

Madhya Pradesh 41.55 32.53 -9.02 21.71 38.82 58.82 20.00 51.52 

Maharashtra 51.33 49.77 -1.56 3.04 58.91 67.12 8.21 13.94 

Odisha 90.00 7.29 -1.31 -19.00 24.12 32.58 8.46 35.07 

Punjab 3.02 1.81 -1.21 40.17 3.86 3.49 -0.37 -9.59 

Rajasthan 60.77 61.00 0.23 0.38 14.68 28.01 13.33 90.80 
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Tamil Nadu 18.54 15.16 -3.38 18.23 43.81 47.64 -3.83 8.74 

Tripura 0.92 0.67 -0.25 -27.17 1.13 1.40 0.27 23.89 

Uttaranchal 8.86 8.45 -0.41 -4.63 0.69 1.17 0.48 69.57 

Uttar Pradesh 46.88 35.46 -11.42 -24.36 51.55 61.36 9.81 19.03 

West Bengal 9.99 6.17 -3.82 -38.24 22.83 27.36 4.53 19.84 

Total 418.96 360.46 -58.50 -13.96 494.46 615.91 121.45 24.56 

Source: GOI: Registrar General of India, Census Reports 

                 There is a drastic decline of more than 58 lakh female cultivators between 2001 and 

2011registering a decrease of 14 per cent. Out of 22 states, only six States viz., A.P, Assam, Jharkhand, 

Kerala, Himachal Pradesh and Rajasthan witnessed and increase in the number of female cultivators. The 

rest of the state’s witness an increase in the number of female cultivators. The highest number of cultivators 

who last the cultivation activity is found in Haryana (40 per cent) followed by Punjab (40 per cent), West 

Bengal (38 per cent) and Gujarat (37 per cent).   With regard to the increase/decrease of female agricultural 

labourers in India, generally agricultural labour in the country has continuously increased due to lack of any 

employment avenues except agricultural occupation in rural areas. But in case of female agricultural 

labourers, the increasing trend has become reverse in case of Haryana, Kerala and Punjab states where there 

is a decline in the number of female agricultural labour because of the adoption of mechanization in 

agriculture. More than 121 lakh female agricultural labourers have increased in 2011 over 2001, registering 

an increase of about 25 per cent in the country.  The highest number of female agricultural labourers is 

appeared in Andhra Pradesh with 62 lakh followed Madhya Pradesh with 20 lakh Rajasthan with 13 lakhs 

and Bihar with 11 lakh agricultural labour. The rest of the states have shown an increase in the number of 

agricultural labourers. In percentage farms, the highest increase in the number of female agricultural 

labourers is found in case of Andhra Pradesh (233 per cent) followed by Jammu and Kashmir (138 per cent), 

Arunachal Pradesh (100 per cent) Rajasthan (91 per cent), Himachal Pradesh (85 per cent) Uttaranchal (70 

per cent) and Assam (66 per cent). On the whole the number of female agricultural labourers have increased 

whereas the female cultivators have declined by 59 per cent between 2001 and 2011 censes.  

Protection of Interest of Female workers  

 Formulation and coordination of policies and programmes for the female labour force within the frame work 

of national manpower and economic policies. There is a separate body to maintaining liaison with other 

Government agencies to secure effective implementation of the programmes in respect of women workers 

and it has to monitoring the implementation of the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 and setting up of an 

Advisory Committee under the Equal Remuneration Act, 1976. 11.5 the ILO Convention No.100 of 1951 

relating to Equal Remuneration for men and women was ratified by the Government of India in the year 

1958. To give effect to the Constitutional provisions and also to ensure the enforcement of ILO Convention 

No.100, the Equal Remuneration Act was enacted on 1976. It should be implementing in good spirit to help 

the female agricultural labourers.   
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Conclusion  

  Census 2011 report reveals about India’s farmers and agricultural labourers. The variation in the number of 

main agricultural labourers ranges from 117 per cent more in Rajasthan, 89 per cent more in Himachal 

Pradesh and 73 per cent more in Uttaranchal to 10 per cent less in Kerala, 5 per cent more in Bihar and 10 

per cent more in Punjab. The variation in the number of main cultivators ranges from 17 more in Assam, 2 

per cent more in Maharashtra and 2 per cent more in Rajasthan to 40 per cent less in Jammu and Kashmir, 

24 per cent less in Jharkhand and 20 per cent less in Bihar. Throughout the states of India male workers are 

more than female workers, however, the distribution of population by sex shows that almost equal 

proportion of both the sexes in each state. The number of male cultivators have drastically declined that the 

female cultivators. The female agricultural labour has considerably increased between 2001 and 2011 

census. They cannot migrate to towns and cities for employment. In fact, the female are existed more 

number in traditional occupations and still they are poor and backward level of development because they do 

not have social mobility due to lack of education and skills.  
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