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ABSTRACT 

War is not always bad, for certain parties war can sometimes be a source of grace that can be functioned, for example in the 

case of the Israeli-Palestinian war. This article aims to find out how the ongoing war has a positive impact on India and how 

India's involvement in the ongoing Palestinian-Israeli peace efforts have cost more than 25,000 lives. This study uses a 

qualitative analysis method, where the latest and relevant facts and information related to the Israeli-Palestinian war and 

India's attitude towards the ongoing war are collected, then analyzed based on the framework of the topic being discussed, 

namely seeing the war from the Indians perspective. The results of this study conclude that the ongoing war between Israel 

and Palestine indirectly benefits India both geo-economically and geopolitically and even strategically.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict has profound implications for global geopolitics, and India, as a rising power with 

strategic interests in the Middle East, is significantly impacted. India’s foreign policy on this issue is shaped by a complex 

array of factors, including its historical support for the Palestinian cause, growing ties with Israel, and its broader regional 

and global interests. As a country with deep economic, political, and security ties to the Middle East, India must carefully 

navigate its stance on the conflict to protect its national interests. 

    The tension in the region poses both opportunities and challenges for India. On one hand, India benefits 

from its growing defense and technological partnership with Israel, while on the other hand, it faces the risk of regional 
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instability affecting its energy security and relations with Arab nations. Additionally, the conflict has domestic implications, 

as it influences the sentiment of India’s large Muslim population and its broader foreign relations. Thus, India’s approach to 

the Israel-Palestine war is marked by a balancing act—between safeguarding its security interests, maintaining diplomatic 

ties, and promoting peace in the region. This dynamic has a direct impact on India’s national interests, influencing its foreign 

policy, economic security, and domestic stability. 

2. OBJECTIVE  

This research uses a qualitative analysis method, where the latest and relevant facts and information related to the Israel 

Palestinian war and Indian's attitude towards the ongoing war are collected, then analyzed based on the framework of the 

topic being discussed. 

3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK: INDIA-ISRAEL-PALESTINE RELATIONS 

 

India’s foreign policy towards Israel and Palestine has evolved over time, shaped by historical, political, and strategic 

considerations. Understanding India’s stance requires a theoretical approach that takes into account several key factors, 

including realism, constructivism, and non-alignment, which have guided India’s diplomatic behavior. Below is a theoretical 

framework that explains India’s complex relationship with Israel and Palestine, along with how these theories apply to India’s 

national interests in this context. 

 Realism: Realism in international relations focuses on the pursuit of national interest, security, and power in an 

anarchic international system. India’s foreign policy towards Israel and Palestine can be viewed through the lens of 

realpolitik, where India balances its relationships based on strategic interests rather than ideological alignment. 

Strategic Interests and Security: India’s growing defense cooperation with Israel, particularly in areas like counterterrorism, 

intelligence-sharing, and defense technology, is driven by security concerns. As a rising power with regional security 

challenges, India views Israel as a key partner in ensuring its defense and technological capabilities. 

Energy Security: India's relationship with Middle Eastern countries is primarily driven by energy security. With vast energy 

imports from the Gulf, India’s stance on the Israel-Palestine conflict is shaped by its need to maintain stable relations with 

Arab nations while also securing energy resources. 

 Constructivism: Constructivism emphasizes the role of ideas, identities, and norms in shaping state behavior. In the 

case of India’s approach to the Israel-Palestine issue, constructivist theory helps explain the influence of identity, historical 

narratives, and ideals in India’s foreign policy. 

Historical Solidarity with Palestine: India’s support for Palestine is deeply rooted in its historical and ideological identity. As 

a post-colonial state that fought for its own independence, India has historically aligned itself with liberation movements 

worldwide, including the Palestinian cause. India’s support for Palestine is also tied to its commitment to decolonization and 

the self-determination of oppressed peoples. 

Non-Alignment Movement (NAM): India’s foreign policy during the Cold War was shaped by its leadership in the Non-

Aligned Movement, which advocated for a neutral stance in the global ideological conflict between the U.S. and the Soviet 

Union. This legacy of non-alignment continues to influence India’s approach, as it seeks to maintain diplomatic ties with 

both Israel and Palestine, advocating for a peaceful resolution to the conflict without fully committing to either side. 

Soft Power and Moral Authority: India’s identity as a country that advocates for peace and diplomacy is also central to its 

approach. India often emphasizes the importance of a peaceful resolution to the Israel-Palestine conflict based on international 

law and the principles of justice and equality, which align with India’s broader foreign policy norms. 
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 Non-Alignment and Strategic Autonomy: India’s foreign policy has historically been guided by the principle of non-

alignment, which means maintaining a neutral position and avoiding entanglement in alliances that would limit its autonomy. 

Over time, however, India has moved toward a more multi-aligned strategy, engaging with both Western powers and regional 

actors. 

Balancing Relations with Israel and Palestine: India’s non-aligned approach involves maintaining balanced relations with 

both Israel and Palestine. While India has developed strong ties with Israel in defense, agriculture, and technology, it has also 

supported the Palestinian cause in international forums, calling for a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

Strategic Autonomy in Foreign Policy: India’s focus on strategic autonomy allows it to navigate the complexities of its 

relationship with Israel and Palestine without being overly dependent on any one side. This autonomy ensures that India can 

prioritize its national interests in terms of security, energy, and economic growth while avoiding ideological entanglements. 

 Liberal Internationalism: India’s foreign policy is also influenced by liberal internationalism, which emphasizes the 

promotion of democracy, human rights, and multilateralism. India has consistently advocated for a peaceful solution to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict based on international law and norms. 

Promotion of Peace and Stability: India, as a proponent of multilateralism, has emphasized the importance of negotiations 

and dialogue in resolving the Israel-Palestine conflict. India supports the two-state solution and believes in a fair resolution 

of the conflict, advocating for an end to violence and respect for human rights on both sides. 

Global Influence and Role in International Organizations: India has used its position in organizations like the United Nations 

(UN) and the G20 to push for diplomatic solutions to the conflict. India has often aligned itself with international calls for 

peace and stability in the region while emphasizing the need for a resolution that upholds international law and human rights. 

 Economic and Technological Diplomacy: India’s relationship with Israel has grown significantly in recent years due 

to economic and technological cooperation, particularly in areas like defense, cybersecurity, water management, and 

agriculture. India’s shift towards a more pragmatic approach, focusing on economic and technological collaboration, reflects 

its desire to strengthen its global position. 

Israel as a Technological Partner: Israel’s expertise in defense and technology has become increasingly important for India, 

which seeks to modernize its military and improve its technological capabilities. India’s relationship with Israel has been 

defined not only by strategic interests but also by economic diplomacy, which includes cooperation in sectors like 

cybersecurity, defense technologies, and innovation. 

4. HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE ISRAEL- PALESTINE WAR 

 

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a long-standing and complex dispute with deep historical, political, and religious roots. It 

involves territorial, cultural, and identity-based claims by Israelis and Palestinians over the same land. Below is a broad 

overview of the history and development of the conflict: 

 Historical Background 

Ancient History: The region known as Palestine, roughly corresponding to present-day Israel, the West Bank, and Gaza Strip, 

has been home to various peoples and empires throughout history, including ancient Israelites, Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, 

Crusaders, and Ottomans. The area holds religious significance for Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, contributing to its 

importance and the sense of entitlement by various groups. 

The Rise of Zionism (Late 19th Century): Zionism, a Jewish nationalist movement, began in the late 19th century in response 

to rising anti-Semitism in Europe and a desire to establish a Jewish homeland in Palestine. Jews had maintained a continuous 
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presence in the region, but the population was largely Arab. The rise of Zionism led to increasing Jewish immigration to 

Palestine, which was under the control of the Ottoman Empire at the time. 

 British Mandate (1917–1948) 

Balfour Declaration (1917): During World War I, Britain took control of Palestine from the Ottoman Empire and, in the 

Balfour Declaration (1917), promised to support the establishment of a "national home for the Jewish people" in Palestine. 

This fueled tensions between the Jewish and Arab populations in the area. Arab Resistance and Jewish Immigration: The 

influx of Jewish immigrants, particularly in the 1930s and 1940s, sparked tensions with the Arab population, who feared 

displacement and loss of political power. Arab resistance to Jewish immigration and British rule led to riots and violence. At 

the same time, Jewish groups began organizing militias for self-defense and later to push for the creation of a Jewish state. 

World War II and the Holocaust: The Holocaust during World War II, in which six million Jews were murdered by Nazi 

Germany, dramatically increased global support for the establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine. 

 The Creation of Israel and the 1948 Arab-Israeli War 

United Nations Partition Plan (1947): In 1947, the United Nations proposed a partition plan to divide Palestine into two states: 

one for Jews (Israel) and one for Arabs (Palestine). Jerusalem was to be placed under international control. Jews accepted the 

plan, but the Arab states and Palestinian leaders rejected it. 

Declaration of the State of Israel (1948): On May 14, 1948, Israel declared independence, prompting an invasion by 

neighboring Arab states (Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon, and Iraq). This marked the beginning of the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, 

also known as the War of Independence for Israelis and the Nakba (catastrophe) for Palestinians, as hundreds of thousands 

of Palestinians were displaced or fled their homes. 

Outcome of the War: Israel won the war, and by 1949, it controlled more territory than was allocated to it by the UN partition 

plan. The West Bank and East Jerusalem were controlled by Jordan, and Gaza was controlled by Egypt. Approximately 

700,000 Palestinians became refugees, a key issue that continues to fuel the conflict. 

 The 1967 Six-Day War and Aftermath 

The Six-Day War (1967): Tensions between Israel and its Arab neighbors continued, culminating in the Six-Day War in June 

1967. Israel preemptively attacked Egypt, Jordan, and Syria after Arab states mobilized against Israel. Israel captured the 

West Bank (from Jordan), Gaza Strip (from Egypt), East Jerusalem, the Sinai Peninsula, and the Golan Heights (from Syria). 

Impact: The war dramatically changed the map of the Middle East. The occupation of the West Bank and Gaza, along with 

the annexation of East Jerusalem, remain central issues in the Israel-Palestine conflict. The UN Security Council passed 

Resolution 242, calling for Israel's withdrawal from territories occupied in 1967 and recognition of all states' right to live in 

peace. However, Israel's continued settlement in the West Bank and East Jerusalem has complicated the situation. 

 Peace Efforts and Continued Conflict 

The Camp David Accords (1978): The Camp David Accords, brokered by U.S. President Jimmy Carter, led to peace between 

Israel and Egypt in 1979. Israel withdrew from the Sinai Peninsula, but the Palestinian issue was not resolved. 

The First Intifada (1987–1993): In 1987, Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza began a mass uprising against Israeli rule, 

known as the First Intifada. It involved protests, civil disobedience, and violence. The uprising galvanized Palestinian 

nationalism and led to the rise of the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) under Yasser Arafat. 

Oslo Accords (1993): The Oslo Accords marked a significant breakthrough in the peace process. Israel and the PLO, under 

U.S. mediation, agreed to mutual recognition and a framework for Palestinian self-rule in parts of the West Bank and Gaza. 

The Accords led to the establishment of the Palestinian Authority. 

Despite the optimism surrounding the Oslo process, the accords did not resolve key issues like the status of Jerusalem, 

Palestinian refugees, or final borders. 
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 Second Intifada (2000–2005) and the Rise of Hamas 

The Second Intifada: In 2000, after the failure of peace talks at Camp David and a provocative visit by Israeli politician Ariel 

Sharon to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem, violence erupted again, leading to the Second Intifada. The conflict was marked 

by suicide bombings and Israeli military operations, resulting in heavy casualties on both sides. 

The Rise of Hamas: The Palestinian Islamist group Hamas, founded in 1987, gained increasing support during the Second 

Intifada. In 2006, Hamas won legislative elections in Gaza, leading to a split between the Palestinian Authority (controlled 

by Fatah) in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza. 

 Recent Developments 

Gaza Conflicts (2008–Present): Gaza has been the site of multiple wars between Hamas and Israel, including Operation Cast 

Lead (2008–09), Operation Pillar of Defense (2012), Operation Protective Edge (2014), and Operation Guardian of the Walls 

(2021). These conflicts have resulted in significant loss of life, with civilians bearing the brunt of the violence. Israel 

maintains a blockade on Gaza, citing security concerns over Hamas, while critics argue it is a form of collective punishment 

on the Palestinian population. 

Settlement Expansion: Israeli settlements in the West Bank, considered illegal under international law, continue to expand, 

exacerbating tensions. The Israeli government has faced criticism for its settlement policies, which are seen as undermining 

the prospects for a two-state solution. The Abraham Accords (2020): In 2020, Israel normalized relations with several Arab 

nations, including the UAE, Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco, through the Abraham Accords. These agreements marked a shift 

in the Arab world’s approach to Israel, although they did not directly address the Israel-Palestine conflict. Recent Uprising 

and Protests: There have been periodic flare-ups in violence and ongoing protests from Palestinians in the West Bank, East 

Jerusalem, and Gaza, often centered around issues of settlements, military presence, and the status of Jerusalem. 

2023–2024 Escalations: As of 2023 and 2024, tensions have escalated once again, particularly in Gaza and the West Bank, 

where violent clashes between Palestinians and Israeli forces continue, fueled by political instability, hardening stances on 

both sides, and provocations. 

 Key Issues in the Conflict 

Territorial Disputes: The borders of Israel and the establishment of a Palestinian state remain unresolved, with significant 

disagreements over the status of Jerusalem and Israeli settlements in the West Bank. 

Refugees: Palestinians displaced during the 1948 and 1967 wars, and their descendants, demand the right of return to their 

ancestral homes, while Israel argues that this would undermine the Jewish character of the state. 

Security: Israel’s concerns over security, particularly from Palestinian militant groups, often clash with Palestinian demands 

for sovereignty and self-determination. 

5. INDIAN’S INVOLVEMENT IN THE ISRAEL- PALESTINE ISSUE 

India's involvement in the Israel-Palestine issue has evolved significantly over time, shaped by its diplomatic priorities, 

regional security concerns, and global positioning. India has traditionally supported the Palestinian cause but also maintained 

strong diplomatic and security ties with Israel, especially in recent decades. Below is an overview of India's stance and 

involvement in the Israel-Palestine conflict: 

 Early Post-Independence Period (1947–1990s) 

Support for Palestine: Non-Aligned Movement (NAM): After India gained independence in 1947, it aligned itself with the 

Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), a group of countries that sought to stay neutral in the Cold War. As part of this, India 

supported the Palestinian cause as a part of its broader anti-colonial and anti-imperialist stance, advocating for self-

determination for oppressed peoples. Support for Arab States: India strongly supported the Arab states in their opposition to 

Israel, particularly after the 1948 Arab-Israeli War. India voted in favor of UN Resolution 194, which called for the return of 
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Palestinian refugees and their right to return to their homes. Palestinian Leadership: India was one of the first countries to 

recognize the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) as the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people and offered 

strong diplomatic support to the PLO, led by Yasser Arafat. Diplomatic Relations: India did not establish formal diplomatic 

relations with Israel until 1992, and its support for Palestine was a significant element of its foreign policy. 

 Shift Toward Israel (1990s–Present) 

Establishing Diplomatic Relations with Israel (1992): In 1992, India formally established diplomatic relations with Israel. 

This was a pivotal moment in India's foreign policy, marking a shift in its stance towards Israel and Palestine. Factors for the 

Shift: The decision was influenced by multiple factors, including the end of the Cold War, India's need for advanced military 

technology, and the evolving geopolitical dynamics in the Middle East and South Asia. Israel's expertise in defense, 

technology, and agriculture became valuable to India, particularly in areas such as counter-terrorism, cybersecurity, and 

agricultural innovation. 

Growing Israel-India Relations: Security and Defense: India's growing defense and security cooperation with Israel became 

one of the key aspects of the bilateral relationship. Israel became one of India's largest arms suppliers, with Israel providing 

critical military technology, including drones, radars, and missile defense systems. Trade and Technology: Israel's 

technological expertise, particularly in areas like irrigation, water management, and innovation, attracted India. Trade 

relations between the two countries expanded, particularly in defense, technology, agriculture, and trade. However, despite 

growing ties with Israel, India has consistently affirmed its support for Palestinian statehood and a negotiated solution to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict. 

 Balancing Act: Support for Palestine and Relations with Israel (Post-1990s) 

Commitment to a Two-State Solution: Two-State Solution: India has consistently advocated for a peaceful resolution to the 

Israel-Palestine conflict based on the two-state solution, where Israel and a future Palestinian state coexist peacefully side by 

side. India has supported Palestine’s right to self-determination, including the establishment of a Palestinian state with East 

Jerusalem as its capital. United Nations and International Forums: India has been a vocal supporter of Palestinian rights at 

international forums such as the United Nations. It has frequently voted in favor of resolutions supporting Palestinian rights, 

including the recognition of Palestine as a non-member observer state at the UN in 2012. 

Moderate Approach: While India supports the Palestinian cause, it has taken a moderate and pragmatic approach, balancing 

its relationships with both Israel and Palestine. For example, in the aftermath of the Gaza conflict (2014), India expressed its 

concern about the humanitarian crisis in Gaza while also emphasizing Israel’s right to defend itself from terrorism. 

Avoiding Extremes: India’s policy has typically refrained from endorsing the extreme positions held by either side, 

particularly in the face of violent conflicts or terrorism. India's diplomatic approach aims to build a constructive role as a 

mediator rather than taking sides in the dispute. 

 Recent Developments (2010s–Present) 

Prime Minister Modi's Visit to Israel (2017): First Israeli Visit by an Indian Prime Minister: In 2017, Indian Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi made a historic visit to Israel, marking the first time an Indian Prime Minister visited the country. This visit 

reflected the deepening strategic, economic, and defense cooperation between India and Israel. Economic and Defense Ties: 

Modi's visit focused on expanding cooperation in defense, technology, water management, and agriculture. The visit was 

seen as a significant step toward further solidifying India-Israel relations, particularly in areas of counter-terrorism and 

military cooperation. 

Palestinian Relations: Despite strengthening ties with Israel, India has continued to reaffirm its support for Palestinian 

sovereignty. India has maintained its traditional position of backing Palestinian statehood and regularly engages with 

Palestinian leaders, including President Mahmoud Abbas. India continues to provide humanitarian aid to Palestinians in Gaza 

and the West Bank. 

New Delhi Declaration (2018): In 2018, India reaffirmed its support for the Palestinian cause by voting in favor of a UN 

resolution that called for the protection of Palestinian civilians in the face of Israeli military actions in Gaza. 
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India’s Reaction to the U.S. Recognition of Jerusalem (2017): In 2017, the United States, under President Donald Trump, 

recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and moved its embassy there. India was one of the countries that did not 

immediately follow the U.S. lead. India has consistently supported the notion that the status of Jerusalem should be settled 

through direct negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians. Involvement in Multilateral Forums: India continues to play an 

active role in multilateral organizations like the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement, advocating for Palestinian 

rights and a peaceful resolution of the conflict. India’s stance at the UN, as well as its diplomatic engagements, demonstrate 

its commitment to a balanced and nuanced approach. 

 Challenges and Criticism 

Domestic Political Debate: India’s relations with Israel have sparked some domestic political debate. While the ruling 

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) tends to be more supportive of closer ties with Israel, opposition parties, particularly the 

Congress Party, emphasize India’s historical support for Palestine and caution against undermining relations with the Arab 

world. 

Arab World Relations: India has had to balance its strong ties with Israel with its strategic relationships with Arab nations. 

India maintains good diplomatic, economic, and energy-related relations with key Arab countries, including Saudi Arabia, 

the UAE, and Egypt. These countries have historically supported Palestine, and India’s support for Palestine is important for 

maintaining these relationships. 

 India's Role as a Potential Mediator 

Mediation Role: India’s long-standing policy of supporting a peaceful, negotiated resolution to the conflict positions it as a 

potential mediator in the Israel-Palestine peace process. India has not taken on an active mediating role like the United States 

or Russia, but its neutrality and relationships with both Israel and Palestine could help facilitate dialogue in the future. 

Strategic Importance: India's growing stature as a global power, particularly in the Indo-Pacific region, gives it a platform to 

influence Middle Eastern geopolitics. However, India has expressed that it will continue to support peace efforts that respect 

the rights and sovereignty of both Israelis and Palestinians. 

6. THE IMPACT OF THE ISRAEL-HAMAS WAR ON INDIA NATIONAL INTERESTS 

Israel The Israel-Hamas war, particularly in its recent escalations, has significant implications for India's national interests 

across various domains, including geopolitics, security, energy, diaspora relations, and economic ties. Below are the key 

impacts: 

 Geopolitical and Diplomatic Implications 

Balancing Relations with Israel and the Arab World: India has a delicate diplomatic balancing act in the Israel-Hamas conflict. 

On one hand, India maintains strong strategic, defense, and economic ties with Israel, particularly in counter-terrorism and 

defense technology. On the other, India has longstanding ties with Arab countries, which support the Palestinian cause. India's 

stance on the Israel-Hamas war could influence its relations with both Israel and Arab nations. 

India’s position of supporting peace, advocating for a two-state solution, and calling for restraint from both sides helps it 

maintain a neutral and balanced stance. However, any shift in its position could affect its diplomatic and economic ties with 

both groups. 

Global Positioning: India is increasingly seen as a rising global power, and its position on the Israel-Hamas conflict can 

impact its credibility and influence in the Middle East and other international forums. India seeks to play a constructive role 

in peacebuilding and may be seen as a potential mediator in the future. However, any alignment that appears to be overly 

supportive of one side could undermine its role as a neutral player and affect its relations in the broader international 

community. 

 Security Concerns 

Impact on Counter-Terrorism and Defense Cooperation: The escalation of the Israel-Hamas conflict could indirectly affect 

India’s counter-terrorism strategies and defense policies. Hamas is regarded as a terrorist organization by and several Western 
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countries, and its actions in Gaza could heighten global concerns over terrorism. This could impact India’s national security, 

particularly in light of its fight against terrorism from groups such as Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-

Mohammad. 

Additionally, Israel is a key partner for India in counter-terrorism intelligence and defense technology. The war's impact on 

Israel's security forces could affect the level of cooperation in areas like defense technologies, cyber security, and counter-

terrorism, potentially impacting India's security operations. 

Domestic Security and Radicalization: In the context of rising tensions in the Middle East, there is always a risk of 

radicalization of certain segments of the Indian population, particularly in regions with significant Muslim communities. The 

Israel-Hamas war can amplify existing tensions, especially if there is a perception of injustice towards Palestinians. India 

needs to manage this potential for radicalization, particularly in the context of its own fight against extremism and terrorism. 

 Impact on Energy Security 

Energy Imports: India is heavily dependent on the Middle East for its energy needs, with Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Iran being 

major suppliers of oil and gas. Any escalation of violence in the region could disrupt the stability of the Middle East and 

affect global energy markets. This would lead to higher energy prices, impacting India's economic growth, inflation, and 

balance of payments. 

A prolonged conflict could also threaten the security of vital shipping routes like the Strait of Hormuz, a key chokepoint for 

the transport of oil. Such disruptions could further exacerbate India’s energy security challenges. 

 Impact on the Indian Diaspora 

Safety of Indian Nationals in the Middle East: India has a large expatriate population in the Middle East, particularly in 

countries like the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Kuwait. The Israel-Hamas war could lead to a deterioration in the security 

environment in these regions, particularly if the conflict spreads or leads to instability in other parts of the Middle East. 

Tensions in the region could also lead to increased anti-Indian sentiments in some countries or communities, as geopolitical 

developments often exacerbate ethnic and religious divisions. India would need to ensure the safety and security of its citizens 

abroad, which could strain its diplomatic resources. 

Domestic Sentiments: The Israel-Hamas war can also affect sentiments among India’s Muslim population. India’s position 

on the conflict may influence how certain groups within the country view the government’s foreign policy. Any perception 

of bias in India’s stance could lead to domestic unrest or protests, particularly among communities sympathetic to the 

Palestinian cause. 

 Economic Consequences 

Impact on Trade and Investments: The Israel-Hamas war, if it disrupts peace in the region, could impact trade routes, 

particularly those involving the Middle East. India has significant economic ties with both Israel and the Arab world. While 

trade with Israel focuses heavily on defense, technology, and agriculture, trade with Arab countries covers energy, 

construction, and labor services. 

The war could also lead to changes in regional supply chains, with possible disruptions in sectors like petrochemicals, 

shipping, and construction. These changes might affect Indian companies doing business in the Middle East, particularly 

those with exposure to the oil and gas sectors. 

Humanitarian Aid and Reconstruction Efforts: India may also face increasing pressure to contribute to humanitarian aid 

efforts in Gaza. The war may cause massive displacement, and India’s support for Palestine could result in India providing 

aid and assistance to Palestinian refugees and people affected by the conflict. While India has historically supported 

Palestine’s cause, this might stretch its resources and diplomatic bandwidth, especially if it has to balance these commitments 

with the need to maintain positive relations with Israel. 

 Implications for India’s Foreign Policy Strategy 
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Strategic Autonomy: India’s foreign policy aims to maintain strategic autonomy, where it avoids aligning with any major 

power bloc. The Israel-Hamas conflict puts India in a difficult position, as both the U.S. (a key ally of Israel) and several 

Arab states have significant influence over India’s global interests. India’s decision-making regarding the Israel-Hamas 

conflict will influence its standing in the larger international order. It will need to carefully navigate between support for a 

two-state solution, maintaining a neutral position, and keeping strong ties with Israel and Arab countries. India’s policy on 

the Israel-Hamas war could test its diplomatic agility and its ability to assert its own interests without taking sides in the 

conflict. 

7. THE WAY INDIA GET BENEFITS FROM THE ISRAEL-PALESTINE WAR 

India’s involvement in the Israel-Palestine conflict, though largely diplomatic, has the potential to offer both direct and 

indirect benefits depending on how the situation unfolds. While India doesn't directly "benefit" from war, there are several 

ways India could gain strategically, politically, and economically in the broader context of the Israel-Palestine conflict, which 

has implications for the Middle East and global geopolitics. 

 Strategic and Security Benefits: 

Enhanced Diplomatic Role: India has long advocated for peace in the Middle East and maintains a delicate balance in its 

relations with both Israel and Palestine. As a key member of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), India’s position in the 

Israel-Palestine conflict, especially in advocating for a two-state solution, enhances its diplomatic clout. A careful balancing 

act can allow India to position itself as a neutral peace broker, which could strengthen its influence in the region. 

Strengthened Relations with Israel: India and Israel have developed a strong bilateral relationship, particularly in defense, 

counterterrorism, and technology. As the situation unfolds, Israel may turn to India for additional diplomatic and logistical 

support. India’s stance may also encourage more defense cooperation and intelligence-sharing between the two nations. 

Counter to Regional Rivals: India’s influence in the region, particularly with countries like Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, 

may be enhanced through a careful diplomatic stance in the Israel-Palestine issue. By aligning with nations that have more 

neutral or pro-Palestinian views, India can increase its role as a counterbalance to rivals like Pakistan, which has historically 

aligned itself with Palestine and Arab states. 

 Economic and Trade Benefits 

Increased Defense Cooperation: Israel is a major defense partner for India, providing cutting-edge military technology, 

intelligence, and weapons systems. As tensions rise in the Middle East, Israel may look to further solidify its defense ties 

with India, offering India more advanced defense technology and greater opportunities for joint military exercises, which 

could be beneficial for India’s security interests. 

Access to Energy: The Middle East, a region with significant oil reserves, is critical for India’s energy security. India imports 

a large portion of its oil from the region, and tensions in the Israel-Palestine conflict can have an impact on energy prices and 

supply routes. However, by engaging diplomatically with both sides of the conflict, India can maintain strong ties with oil-

producing countries like Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and the UAE, potentially securing favorable energy deals and diversification of 

supply routes. 

Technology Transfer: Israel’s technological innovations, particularly in areas like cybersecurity, agriculture, and defense, are 

beneficial to India. Continued cooperation during or after the conflict could further enhance India’s technological capabilities, 

especially in defense and agricultural sectors. 

 Influence in Global Forums 

Global Advocacy: India has historically advocated for Palestinian rights in international forums like the United Nations. This 

position allows India to project itself as a champion of multilateralism and a voice for developing countries, thereby enhancing 

its global standing. India could continue to use global forums like the UN and the BRICS grouping to advocate for a peaceful 

resolution to the conflict, thereby strengthening its leadership role on the world stage. 
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Influence in Arab Nations: India’s economic ties with Gulf nations have grown significantly in recent years, and India has a 

large expatriate population in the Gulf. By positioning itself as a neutral party in the Israel-Palestine conflict, India can 

enhance its relations with key Arab countries, including Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Qatar, who are central to Middle Eastern 

geopolitics. These relationships could result in economic partnerships, trade deals, and investment opportunities for India. 

 Humanitarian and Cultural Diplomacy 

Humanitarian Aid and Peacekeeping: India could increase its role in peacekeeping and humanitarian efforts in the region, 

particularly through aid organizations, medical support, and diplomatic channels. This would help India maintain its image 

as a responsible global player, committed to peace and stability, particularly in the Middle East. 

Cultural Diplomacy: India’s historical and cultural ties with the Middle East, including deep religious connections to both 

Judaism and Islam, enable India to act as a mediator or peace promoter in the region. By continuing to uphold its position of 

non-interference and advocating for a peaceful resolution to the Israel-Palestine conflict, India can strengthen its soft power 

and cultural diplomacy, which has long been a cornerstone of Indian foreign policy. 

 Geopolitical Shifts and Opportunities 

New Alliances: As global power dynamics shift, the Israel-Palestine conflict could present new opportunities for India to 

forge alliances, particularly with nations that have growing concerns over Chinese influence in the region. For example, 

India's deepening ties with Israel could position it as a potential partner in countering China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), 

which has seen significant investment in the Middle East and beyond. 

Increased Focus on the Indo-Pacific: The Middle East's instability could draw global powers' attention away from the Indo-

Pacific region, where India seeks to strengthen its leadership role. While the Middle East remains important for India, this 

geopolitical shift could provide India with more space to focus on its own strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific and Asia. 

8. CONCLUSION 

The ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict holds complex implications for India, with a delicate balance between potential benefits 

and the fulfillment of its broader national interests. As India navigates this turbulent geopolitical landscape, its strategic goals 

are influenced by a combination of economic, diplomatic, security, and humanitarian factors. On one hand, India stands to 

gain by further cementing its defense and technological partnerships with Israel, enhancing its influence in the Middle East, 

and leveraging its position as a neutral party to boost its global stature. India’s growing relationships with key Arab nations, 

particularly the Gulf states, allow it to maintain access to critical energy resources and economic opportunities. Additionally, 

India’s advocacy for a peaceful, two-state solution and its role as a diplomatic mediator could position it as an important 

voice in global forums like the United Nations. On the other hand, India’s position is not without challenges. The delicate 

balancing act of maintaining ties with both Israel and Palestine requires careful diplomacy to avoid alienating any key 

stakeholders in the region. The impact of the conflict on energy prices and supply routes, coupled with the risk of exacerbating 

tensions within its own diverse domestic population, adds layers of complexity to India’s foreign policy. Moreover, India 

must contend with expectations from different domestic and international actors—be it the support for Palestinian rights from 

certain political groups within India or the growing defense and technology ties with Israel. Ultimately, India's national 

interest is shaped by its ability to promote peace and stability, safeguard its energy security, and maintain robust partnerships 

with both Israel and Arab states. The ongoing Israel-Palestine war presents both risks and opportunities, and India's success 

will depend on its capacity to balance these competing factors while remaining true to its commitment to multilateral 

diplomacy and its role as a responsible global actor. While the conflict may provide some short-term strategic gains, India’s 

long-term benefit will depend on its ability to shape a peaceful resolution and uphold its broader foreign policy objectives in 

a region marked by complexity and instability. 
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