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Abstract

This research article presents a detailed examination of the education system in Kolasib District,
Mizoram, analyzing various aspects including enrollment patterns, literacy rates, dropout rates, educational
infrastructure, and government initiatives. The study encompasses data from multiple academic years, offering
insights into the progress and challenges faced by the education sector in this specific region of Northeast India.
By scrutinizing these key indicators, this research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the

educational trends and challenges in Kolasib District and suggest targeted interventions for improvement.
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1. Introduction:

Nestled amidst the verdant hills of Northeast India, Kolasib District presents a diverse educational
landscape shaped by its unique geographical, cultural, and socio-economic characteristics. This research
endeavors to explore the multifaceted aspects of education within Kolasib, spanning from enrollment patterns
and literacy rates to dropout phenomena, educational infrastructure, and the impact of governmental

interventions.

The enrollment data serves as a foundational element, offering insights into the district's educational
participation across different demographics. It portrays a mosaic of aspirations and challenges, reflecting
varying levels of access and opportunities within urban centres and remote communities alike. Disaggregated
by age, gender, and socio-economic status, this data underscores the district's educational aspirations and

provides a lens through which to understand local educational dynamics (Lewin, 2007).

Literacy rates in Kolasib District provide critical benchmarks for assessing educational attainment and
socio-economic development. They reveal disparities in literacy levels among different communities and

demographic groups, highlighting areas where educational access and outcomes may be uneven. Understanding

JETIR2503084 ‘ Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www .jetir.org ‘ a661


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2025 JETIR March 2025, Volume 12, Issue 3 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

these variations is essential for designing targeted interventions that promote literacy and educational equity

across the district (UNESCO, 2015).

Dropout rates present another dimension of educational challenges within Kolasib. They signify the
attrition of students from the educational system and can be influenced by factors such as economic pressures,
cultural norms, or infrastructural limitations. Analyzing these rates sheds light on barriers to educational

continuity and informs strategies to enhance retention and completion rates among students (Rumberger, 2011).

Educational infrastructure, encompassing schools, libraries, and laboratories, forms the backbone of
learning in Kolasib. Assessing the adequacy and accessibility of these facilities is crucial for understanding their
impact on educational outcomes. This research examines how infrastructure disparities may affect educational

quality and opportunities across different parts of the district (World Bank, 2018).

Government interventions play a pivotal role in shaping educational outcomes in Kolasib District. From
scholarships and nutrition programs to teacher training initiatives, these interventions aim to address educational
challenges and promote equitable access to quality education. Evaluating their effectiveness provides insights
into the efficacy of policy measures and informs future strategies for enhancing educational outcomes (Sayed

& Ahmed, 2015).

In summation, this research aims to provide a comprehensive analysis of education in Kolasib District,
guided by quantitative data and qualitative insights. By examining enrollment trends, literacy rates, dropout
phenomena, educational infrastructure, and governmental interventions, the study seeks to inform evidence-

based policies and interventions that foster educational equity and excellence throughout the district.
2. Methodology:

This research is grounded in a thorough methodology that relies on data gathered from reliable sources
such as district education reports and government statistics. Spanning the academic years from 2019 to 2022,
with additional historical insights from 2001 and 2011 for comparative analysis of literacy rates, the study aims

to provide a comprehensive view of educational trends in Kolasib district.

Central to our approach is a quantitative analysis that examines enrollment data, literacy rates, and the
state of educational infrastructure. This quantitative framework enables us to identify trends over time, shedding
light on fluctuations and potential factors influencing educational outcomes across different segments of the

population.

Complementing the quantitative findings are qualitative insights that offer a deeper understanding of the

impact of government initiatives and interventions. We engage with stakeholders including educators,
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policymakers, community leaders, and parents to gather their perspectives on the effectiveness of various
educational programs. Their voices provide crucial context, highlighting successes, challenges, and areas where

further support is needed.

By integrating both quantitative analysis and qualitative perspectives, our research aims to not only
document educational realities but also advocate for evidence-based policies and targeted interventions.
Ultimately, we seek to contribute insights that can guide efforts to enhance educational access, quality, and

equity in Kolasib district, benefiting all members of the community.

Discussion and Analysis:

3.1 Enrollment trends

1. Enrolment:
Academic Year Boys Girls Total
2019-2020 12688 12274 24962
2020-2021 12071 11863 23934
2021-2022 12209 12099 24308

The enrollment trends in Kolasib District from the academic years 2019-2020 through 2021-2022 reveal
a complex trajectory deserving thorough examination. In 2019-2020, total enrollment was 24,962, with a
balanced distribution of 12,688 boys and 12,274 girls. The subsequent academic year, 2020-2021, witnessed a
slight decline to 23,934 students, consisting of 12,071 boys and 11,863 girls. However, enrollment rebounded
in 2021-2022 to 24,308 students, comprising 12,209 boys and 12,099 girls.

Throughout these years, gender parity was maintained, albeit with a marginal male enroliment edge. The
decrease from 2019-2020 to 2020-2021 in both boys' and girls' enrollment suggests underlying factors impacting

student enrollment beyond natural population dynamics.

The consistent enrollment levels with minor fluctuations hint at robustness possibly linked to
demographic shifts and educational directives. Population expansion within the district likely contributed to the
overall steadfast enrollment and gradual increase observed recently. Moreover, local demographics

encompassing age distribution and socioeconomic conditions play a crucial role in shaping enrollment trends.

These trends highlight the necessity for a comprehensive assessment incorporating demographic shifts,
educational strategies, and socioeconomic determinants to gain a holistic understanding of enrollment dynamics
in Kolasib District. Such insights are essential for informed decision-making and effective resource utilization

in the education sector to sustain and improve educational accessibility and standards in the area.
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2. Literacy rates:

Academic Year 2011 | 2001
Average Literacy 93,50 |91.34
Male Literacy 94.57 | 92.34
Female Literacy 92.38 | 90.22

Examination of literacy patterns within Kolasib district illustrates a marked enhancement over the
preceding decade. Across the academic years 2001 and 2011, literacy rates experienced a notable increase,
reflecting commendable strides in education. In 2001, the average literacy rate registered at 91.34%, progressing

to 93.50% by 2011. This positive trajectory is evident in both male and female literacy levels.

Specifically, male literacy in Kolasib district recorded a figure of 92.34% in 2001, rising to 94.57% in
2011. In parallel, female literacy rates saw an increase from 90.22% in 2001 to 92.38% in 2011. These statistics
signify proactive endeavors directed at enhancing educational inclusivity and standards across genders, thereby

fostering societal advancement and gender equality in literacy attainment.

The augmentation in literacy rates highlights the efficacy of educational policies, infrastructural
investments, and targeted interventions aimed at advancing educational opportunities for underprivileged
demographics. Such measures are pivotal for sustainable progress, empowering individuals through heightened
literacy levels and cultivating socio-economic development within Kolasib district. The sustained emphasis on
educational reforms and the promotion of equitable access to educational prospects remains imperative for the

perpetuation and advancement of these encouraging literacy trends.

Dropout rates:

Academic | PS UPS HS HSS
Year
2020- 7.85 6.33 15.43 13.31
2021
2021- 8.71 4.95 6.13 12.37
2022
2022- 11.39 8.30 15.50 18.50
2023

Analysis of dropout rates in Kolasib district from 2020-2021 to 2022-2023 indicates fluctuating trends

at various educational levels, reflecting diverse challenges affecting educational continuity.
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In the academic year 2020-2021, elevated dropout rates were observed in primary (PS), upper primary
(UPS), high school (HS), and higher secondary school (HSS) levels. Dropout rates stood at 7.85% in PS, 6.33%
in UPS, 15.43% in HS, and 13.31% in HSS, highlighting initial struggles in student retention, potentially

influenced by socio-economic factors, infrastructure constraints, or educational support deficiencies.

Throughout the subsequent academic year, 2021-2022, dropout rates demonstrated improvements across
most levels. PS dropout rates decreased to 8.71%, UPS experienced a considerable drop to 4.95%, HS decreased
to 6.13%, while HSS saw a slight increase to 12.37%. This period suggests the implementation of targeted
interventions or policy modifications that positively impacted student retention, particularly in primary and

upper primary levels.

Nevertheless, in 2022-2023, dropout rates displayed a mixed trajectory with increases observed in
certain levels. PS dropout rates increased to 11.39%, UPS to 8.30%, HS to 15.50%, and HSS to 18.50%. These
increments signify renewed challenges affecting student retention, potentially influenced by broader societal or

economic disruptions, curriculum alterations, or infrastructure concerns.

Comprehension of these fluctuations underscores the imperative of sustained endeavors to address the
root causes of dropout rates. This involves enhancing educational infrastructure, provisioning socio-economic
assistance to vulnerable families, and augmenting teaching efficacy. Effective strategies to mitigate dropout
rates necessitate continuous monitoring, targeted interventions, and collaborative efforts among educational
authorities, communities, and stakeholders. Through a comprehensive approach to tackle these challenges,
Kolasib district can advance efforts to enhance educational retention rates and enable equitable access to quality

education for all students.

3.4 Educational Facilities

The analysis of educational facilities in Kolasib District reveals a structured approach to enhancing
educational quality and accessibility. Key provisions include free uniforms, textbooks, sports materials, library

books, and ICT facilities, which support inclusive student development.

Vocational Centres:

School Name Sector Name 1 Sector Name 2
Govt. C.Zakhuma Higher Secondary School | 64-Beauty & | 69-IT-ITES
Wellness
Govt. Diakkawn High School- Kolasib 69-IT-ITES 64-Beauty &
Wellness
Govt. Kolasib High School 69-1T-ITES 64-Beauty &
Wellness
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Govt. Kawnpui Higher Secondary School 61-Agriculture 69-IT-ITES
Govt. Thingdawl High School 69-IT-ITES 61-Agriculture
N.Chaltlang RMSA Secondary School 69-IT-ITES -

Govt. Hortoki High School 61-Agriculture 69-1T-ITES
Govt. Vairengte High School 69-IT-ITES -

Vairengte Higher Secondary School 69-IT-ITES -

Vairengte RMSA Secondary School 69-IT-ITES -

Phainuam RMSA Secondary School 69-IT-ITES -

Govt. T.Robert High School- Bilkhawthlir 61-Agriculture 69-1T-ITES

Vocational training is emphasised, with multiple schools offering programs in sectors such as
Information Technology Enabled Services (IT-ITES), agriculture, and beauty & wellness. Notably, institutions
like Govt. C.Zakhuma Higher Secondary School and Govt. Kawnpui Higher Secondary School provide diverse
vocational options, fostering skill development tailored to local needs. This multifaceted educational framework

aims to improve literacy and employability in the district, contributing to its overall socio-economic growth.

Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) Trends

5) Pupil Teacher Ratio PTR:

AY PS UPS HS HSS

2019- 20.42 | 1057 |10.21 |15.14
2020

2020- 16.92 7.71 7.26 10.68
2021

2021- 19.08 | 13.49 | 9.65 18.81
2022

The Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) trends across the educational levels of Anganwadi (AY), Primary School
(PS), Upper Primary School (UPS), High School (HS), and Higher Secondary School (HSS) in Kolasib District

depict interesting shifts over the years.

In the academic year 2019-2020, the PTR varied across these levels. Anganwadi had a relatively high
ratio of 20.42, indicating a larger number of students per teacher, while PS and UPS showed more favourable

ratios of 10.57 and 10.21, respectively. HS and HSS also demonstrated moderately high ratios at 15.14.

Moving to the 2020-2021 academic year, a significant decrease in PTR was evident across all levels.
Notably, PS and UPS recorded notably lower ratios of 7.71 and 7.26, respectively. This decline could be
attributed to factors like potential reductions in student enrollment due to the COVID-19 pandemic, prompting

the recruitment of additional teachers to uphold educational standards during the crisis.

However, in the subsequent academic year, 2021-2022, the PTR began to rise again, particularly in AY

and HS, with ratios of 19.08 and 18.81, respectively. This increase suggests a rebound in student enrollment or

JETIR2503084 ‘ Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www .jetir.org ‘ a666


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2025 JETIR March 2025, Volume 12, Issue 3 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

a delay in teacher recruitment. Conversely, PS and UPS saw a rise in PTR compared to the previous year,

indicating potential challenges in maintaining optimal student-to-teacher ratios at these levels.

These fluctuations underscore the dynamic nature of PTR in Kolasib District and highlight the need for
continuous monitoring and strategic teacher allocation to ensure effective classroom management and quality
education delivery across all educational levels. Addressing challenges in PTR maintenance is crucial for

promoting effective learning environments and supporting student growth and development.
3.7 Enrollment by School Type

The data provided shows the student enrollment in government schools, government-aided schools,
private schools, and the Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalaya (JNV) school in the Kolasib district over the years from

2018-2019 to 2022-2023.

GOVT.SCHOOLS

Pre Primary S UPS HS H 5S
AY B G B G B G B G B G
2018-2019 114 129 2271 2139 1783 1745 (622 606 (109 108
2019-2020 129 128 2266 2081 1798 1636 (627 590 (109 105
2020-2021 150 160 2418 2214 1789 1665 |[557 569 |93 110
2021-2022 179 188 2655 2544 1912 1679 (599 590 |140 180
2022-2023 224 260 2515 2398 1870 1628 (691 604 (137 144

GOVT.AIDED SCHOOLS

Pre Primary S UPS HS H 35S
AY

B G B G B G B G B G
2018-2019 373 409 |594 644 |316 373
2019-2020 361 407 |596 648 |348 372
2020-2021 390 412|615 608 |349 413
2021-2022 405 457 582 577 |390 479
2022-2023 398 417 |408 695 |366 389
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Pre Primary S UPS HS H 5S
AY

B G B G B G |B G B G
2018-2019 | 1456 1436 2663 2661 1538 1415 (239 211 |87 126
2019-2020 |1610 1512 2679 2753 1650 1482 |284 279 |127 149
2020-2021 |1255 1203 2435 2385 1513 1580 |255 266 |136 148
2021-2022 |1110 1030 2312 2238 1400 1533 (231 263 |188 227
2022-2023  |1242 1249 2131 2072 1402 1452 1239 271 |152 192

JNV (Central Govt) SCHOOL

Pre Primary S UPS IS H 35S
AY

B G B G B G B G B G
2018-2019 49 55 (19 31 |43 47
2019-2020 31 53 (21 39 |52 40
2020-2021 29 44 |25 44 |62 42
2021-2022 26 32 |31 42 |49 40
2022-2023 26 34 |34 36 |44 49

Overall Trends:

Government Schools:

The enrollment in government schools has shown a steady increase across all levels, from pre-primary
to higher secondary. The most significant increase is observed in the pre-primary and primary school levels,

with the pre-primary enrollment more than doubling from 243 in 2018-2019 to 484 in 2022-2023.

The upper primary and secondary school levels have also seen a consistent increase in enrollment,

indicating a positive trend in the accessibility and retention of students in the government school system.

Government-Aided Schools:
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The enrollment in government-aided schools has been relatively stable, with some fluctuations across
the different levels. The upper primary and higher secondary levels have witnessed a decline in enrollment,
while the primary and higher secondary levels have shown a moderate increase. The overall enrollment in
government-aided schools remains significant, suggesting their continued importance in the district's education

landscape.
Private Schools:

The enrollment in private schools has seen a fluctuating trend, with a decline in the earlier years followed
by a slight recovery in the later years. The pre-primary and primary levels have experienced the most significant
fluctuations, while the upper primary and secondary levels have maintained a more stable enroliment. The
private school sector continues to play a significant role in the district, providing an alternative option for

families.
JNV (Central Government) School:

The enrollment in the JNV school, which is a centrally funded institution, has remained relatively
consistent over the years. The upper primary and secondary levels have shown a fluctuating trend, but the overall

enrollment numbers are relatively low compared to the other school types.

The data suggests that the government schools in the Kolasib district have been successful in increasing
their enrollment, particularly at the pre-primary and primary levels. This indicates a positive trend in the
accessibility and reach of the government education system in the district. The government-aided and private
school sectors continue to play a complementary role in providing educational opportunities, though with some
fluctuations in their enrollment patterns. The JNV school, as a centrally funded institution, maintains a relatively

stable enrollment throughout the period.

Overall, the data reflects the efforts made by the District Education Office of Kolasib to improve access
to education and ensure the efficient utilization of educational resources across the different school types in the

Kolasib district.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, the analysis of the education system in Kolasib District, Mizoram, showcases a diverse
landscape marked by both advancements and ongoing challenges. The district has made notable progress in
improving literacy rates and implementing government programs to enhance educational quality. However,
challenges such as fluctuating dropout rates and infrastructure disparities pose concerns that require targeted

interventions.
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To address these issues effectively, it is crucial to focus on enhancing educational infrastructure,
providing socio-economic support to vulnerable populations, and improving teaching quality. Sustainable
efforts to mitigate dropout rates and ensure equitable access to quality education are vital for the long-term

development of the district.

The research article serves as a valuable guide for local policymakers, educators, and stakeholders
striving to elevate the standard and inclusivity of education in Kolasib District. By incorporating evidence-based
strategies and fostering collaboration among key stakeholders, the district can work towards fostering
educational equity, excellence, and holistic development for all students across various demographics and socio-

economic backgrounds.
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