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Abstract

Modern economic systems, particularly demand-side economics, are grounded in abstract reasoning that prioritizes growth and
consumption. However, these models neglect the moral, spiritual, and ecological dimensions of human life. This paper argues that
the disconnect between economic reasoning and ethical, spiritual "revelation"—informed by the wisdom of holy scriptures—has
led to unsustainable exploitation of resources, environmental degradation, and social injustice. Drawing upon the teachings of
sacred texts such as the Bible, Quran, Bhagavad Gita, and others, the paper explores how integrating divine revelation into
economic decision-making can offer a holistic solution to contemporary crises. It suggests that only through a moral economy—
founded on revelation—can humanity hope to restore balance and achieve true welfare, justice, and sustainability.
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Introduction

For centuries, economic systems have been constructed primarily on the foundation of human reason, with little regard for the
moral or spiritual dimensions of life. Economic models like demand-side economics, which emphasize maximizing consumer
demand to drive growth, operate under the assumption that growth leads to human prosperity. However, this narrow focus has
resulted in environmental destruction, resource depletion, and a deepening socio-economic divide. The solution to these problems,
this paper argues, lies not in an unrelenting pursuit of economic growth but in an economy rooted in revelation—divine guidance
that teaches humanity about justice, stewardship, and the welfare of all.

This paper aims to show that integrating ethical principles derived from holy scriptures provides the ultimate solution to the
economic crises of today. Sacred texts offer a wisdom that transcends human-made economic models, highlighting the importance
of moderation, the interconnectedness of all creation, and the imperative to care for the Earth and one another.

Section 1: The Demand-Side Economy and Its Flaws

1.1. The Rise of Demand-Side Economics

Demand-side economics operates on the assumption that increased consumer demand leads to production, which fuels economic
growth. While this model has achieved short-term success in stimulating economies, it has failed to consider the long-term costs of
growth, particularly in relation to the environment and social justice.

Theologians and scholars from diverse faith traditions have long critiqued the materialistic foundations of such systems. For
instance, in the Christian tradition, the Bible warns against the insatiable desire for material wealth:

o “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul?” (Matthew 16:26, New Testament)
This scripture illustrates the spiritual emptiness that often accompanies the pursuit of material gain at the expense of ethical and
spiritual fulfillment. Similarly, the Quran warns against the greed that leads to the exploitation of both human beings and the
environment:

. “Do not consume one another’s wealth unjustly or send it to the rulers in order that [they might aid] you [to]
consume a portion of the wealth of the people in sin, while you know [it is unlawful].” (Quran 2:188)

Here, the concept of unjust wealth accumulation is condemned, emphasizing the need for a fair and ethical economic system.
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1.2. Abnormalcy in Reason-Driven Demand

Modern economies are increasingly driven by artificial demand—producing goods for the sake of consumption, not need. This
creates a cycle of overproduction, waste, and environmental degradation. The concept of "ab-normalcy" arises when the economy
operates independently of ethical constraints, especially those derived from spiritual teachings.

In the Bhagavad Gita, Lord Krishna speaks about the necessity of detachment and moderation in all aspects of life, including
material wealth:

) “One who is not disturbed by the incessant flow of desires—that person is serene and is not affected by the desires
of the mind.” (Bhagavad Gita 2:70)

This teaching directly contrasts with the modern economic model that perpetually fuels desires and encourages individuals to seek
fulfillment through material acquisition.

Section 2: Misutilization of Natural Resources

2.1. Over-Consumption and Environmental Degradation

As human consumption grows, so does the extraction and exploitation of the planet’s finite resources. This unsustainable growth
model leads to environmental devastation—deforestation, overfishing, pollution, and climate change. The scriptures provide
guidance on the proper use of the Earth’s resources:

. “And it is He who produced for you from the earth [all] that you may use it to sustain your life. Then do not cause
corruption on the earth after it has been set in order.” (Quran 7:31)

In this verse, the Quran emphasizes the responsible stewardship of the Earth, warning against the corruption and degradation of
the natural world caused by irresponsible human behavior.

Similarly, the Bible stresses the concept of stewardship over God’s creation:

o “The earth is the Lord's, and the fullness thereof, the world and they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1)

This passage teaches that the Earth belongs to God, and humans are merely stewards, responsible for its care and preservation. The
idea of stewardship opposes the current model of exploitation, emphasizing a balanced relationship with the planet.

2.2. The Paradox of Growth and Environmental Harm

The relentless pursuit of growth creates a paradox where economic expansion comes at the expense of environmental and social
sustainability. This disconnect arises from an economic system that prioritizes consumption and profit over the well-being of the
Earth and its inhabitants. Revelation offers a more balanced approach:

. “And He it is who produces gardens trellised and untrellised, and date palms, and crops of different shape and
taste, and olives, and pomegranates, similar and different. Eat of their fruit when they ripen, but pay the due thereof on
the day of its harvest, and waste not by extravagance.” (Quran 6:141)

This verse urges moderation in consumption and reminds humans not to waste resources, advocating for a sustainable and
respectful approach to the environment.

Section 3: The Consequences of Disconnected Reasoning

3.1. Social and Economic Inequality

The demands of the market economy often result in stark inequalities. The benefits of economic growth are rarely distributed
evenly, leaving the poor and vulnerable behind. The scriptures provide a clear moral imperative for justice and fairness:

o “Give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.” (Luke 18:22, New Testament)

. “The righteous are those who... spend their wealth, [in charity] to those in need.” (Quran 2:177)

Both the Bible and Quran emphasize the importance of social justice and fairness, teaching that wealth should be shared with
those in need.

3.2. Ecological and Moral Crisis

Without moral guidance, economic systems lead to the degradation of both human dignity and the environment. As people chase
after material wealth, they become disconnected from spiritual and ethical considerations. The Bhagavad Gita warns about the
consequences of greed:

. “When a person is in the grip of desire, their senses become intoxicated and they lose their judgment.” (Bhagavad
Gita 3:36)

This loss of judgment leads to moral corruption and ecological harm, as people are led to act in ways that harm the environment
and society for the sake of personal gain.

Section 4: Reconnecting Reason to Ethical and Ecological Revelation

4.1. The Need for Ethical Integration

This paper argues that the ultimate solution to the crises of modern economics lies in the integration of divine revelation into
decision-making processes. The teachings of the world’s sacred scriptures offer timeless principles of justice, stewardship, and
sustainability. These principles, when applied to economic systems, can ensure that the wealth of the Earth is used responsibly and
equitably.
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4.2. Case Studies of Integrative Economic Models
Sacred teachings suggest a holistic approach to economics, where the welfare of humanity and the planet is prioritized over
unchecked growth:

o Sustainable development: Both Christian and Islamic teachings emphasize sustainable practices that honor the
environment as a gift from God, advocating for responsible resource use.
) Shared wealth and social justice: The Quran and Bible both stress the importance of fairness and the equitable

distribution of resources, which aligns with modern calls for social justice.

Conclusion

The modern economic model, grounded in reason alone, has failed to provide lasting solutions to environmental destruction,
inequality, and social harm. By integrating divine revelation—whether from the Bible, Quran, Bhagavad Gita, or other holy
texts—into economic systems, we can create a more just, sustainable, and ethical world. Sacred scriptures provide not only moral
guidance but also practical wisdom on how to live in harmony with one another and the planet, ensuring the well-being of all.
Only through this spiritual and moral recalibration of our economic systems can we hope to address the challenges facing
humanity today.
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