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1.Abstract: 

The issue of pharmaceuticals’ environmental impact is a present concern which includes their release into the 

environment, ground water and soil that in turn causes health issues for both humans and animals as well as the 

ecosystem. We have as our goal in this project to put forth eco friendly drug forms which are not only effective 

in treatment but also minimal in terms of environmental degradation. The project is centered in the design, 

development and evaluation of sustainable drug forms, synthesis methods, and delivery systems which in turn 

reduce environmental pollution and toxicity. We integrate green chemistry into our practices, we innovate in 

regulation, we use life cycle analysis and also we are into the use of data driven technologies in our quest for 

sustainable pharmaceutical development. 

 

Pharmaceuticals which include antibiotics, hormones, analgesics, and antidepressants are reporting an increase 

in their presence within our surface water, groundwater and soil which in turn puts put pressure on 

environmental and public health. We see that these drugs’ introduction into the environment is associated with 

the feminization of male fish, development of antibiotic resistant bacteria, and decline of vulture populations. 

 

To present to you what we do about it this project has put forth a wide range of solutions which include 1) 

sustainable drug design and development, 2) green synthesis methods, 3) eco friendly delivery systems, 4) 

environmental risk assessment and monitoring, and 5) regulatory science and policy evolution. Also we are 

looking at the role of digital and smart technologies in the improvement of green drug formulations and supply 

chains. Also we are to that of education and capacity building in green pharmacy and sustainable pharmaceutical 

development. 

The project results will present a wide range of eco friendly drug formulations which will in turn support 

sustainability. 

 

 

 

2.Introduction: 
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 Pharmaceuticals, though vital to human and animal health, have become a major category of 

environmental contaminants. In the last several decades, an expanding body of scientific data has shown that 

traces of drugs — such as antibiotics, hormones, analgesics, antidepressants, and anticancer drugs — are 

increasingly found in surface water, groundwater, soil, and even tap water. These pollutants generally find 

their way into the environment via numerous routes: human and animal excretion, disposal of unused drugs, 

effluent from pharmaceutical production facilities, and leachates from hospital waste and landfills. Unlike 

most industrial pollutants, drugs are formulated to have a specific biological impact at low concentrations, and 

so their unintended release into the environment is especially problematic. 

Their bioactivity and persistence represent major threats to both environmental and public health. For instance, 

endocrine-disrupting chemicals like ethinylestradiol (a man-made estrogen) have been linked to the 

feminization of male fish populations. Antibiotics released into aquatic ecosystems are responsible for the 

spread of antimicrobial-resistant bacteria, a looming global health emergency. Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 

drugs (NSAIDs) like diclofenac have been found to induce organ failure in vultures, resulting in disastrous 

population declines in some regions of South Asia. These events demonstrate that pharmaceutical pollution is 

not just an environmental problem but also a complicated, transboundary public health challenge. 

 

3.Literature and review: 

1. Pharmaceutical Pollution: Scope and Impacts 

Kümmerer (2009) presented one of the early reviews explaining how active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) 

reach the environment and remain persistent as a result of their biological activity and chemical stability. 

Pharmaceuticals like carbamazepine, sulfamethoxazole, and diclofenac have been repeatedly found in water 

bodies globally. 

2. The Rise of Green Pharmacy 

The green pharmacy approach—systematically described for the first time by Kümmerer and Hempel (2010)—

pursues bringing environmental concerns to bear on the design, production, and ending of drugs. Following the 

design principles of green chemistry presented by Anastas and Warner (1998), green pharmacy aims at reducing 

the overall environmental impact of the pharmaceutical cycle 

3. Ecofriendly and Biodegradable Excipients 

Conventional excipients like synthetic polymers tend to remain in the environment. Natural biodegradable 

polymers, however, have been recognized as environmentally friendlier substitutes. 

Ravichandran et al. (2013) investigated the application of biopolymers like chitosan, sodium alginate, and 

cellulose derivatives as drug delivery systems, citing their degradability under natural conditions without 

leaving toxic byproducts. Luppi et al. (2010) showed that hydrogels based on chitosan were capable of 

delivering drugs while being completely biodegradable. 

4. Environmental Risk Assessment and Regulatory Framework 

Regulatory responses are still inconsistent despite increased awareness. Within the European Union, the EMA 

(European Medicines Agency) mandates Environmental Risk Assessments (ERAs) for new drug submissions 

under Directive 2001/83/EC, but not for generic drugs or legacy APIs. 
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4.Aim and Objective: 

Aim:  "Advancing Eco-Friendly Drug Formulations for Environmental Sustainability: Toward a Greener 

Pharmaceutical Future" 

Objective: 

1.To assess the environmental effects of traditional pharmaceutical formulations 

2.To recognize and evaluate biodegradable and eco-friendly alternatives to traditional excipients 

3.To examine green synthesis methods for active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) 

4.For the development and assessment of sustainable drug-delivery systems 

5.For the evaluation of eco-toxicological screening tests and predictive models for safe drug use 

6.To determine areas where regulation is lacking and offer policy suggestions for encouraging green pharmacy 

practice 

7.To recommend an all-encompassing framework for incorporating green pharmacy principles into pharma 

R&D and industry practices 

5.Environmental Impact of Conventional Pharmaceuticals: 

Environmental Consequences of Traditional Pharmaceuticals 

Pharmaceuticals are some of the most biologically active pollutants present in the environment today. Though 

intended to be useful in regulated therapeutic environments, their unwanted release into natural environments 

can cause a variety of harmful effects. The chemicals reach 

the environment by several routes such as human and animal excretion, release from pharmaceutical 

manufacturing facilities, landfill leachates, and unhygienic disposal practices like flushing unused medication. 

1. Environmental Contamination Pathways 

Traditional wastewater treatment facilities are not primarily equipped to eliminate pharmaceutical residues. 

Consequently, most of these chemicals escape treatment and end up in surface water, groundwater, and 

agricultural soil (Kümmerer, 2009). Research has continuously found drugs such as carbamazepine, diclofenac, 

sulfamethoxazole, and fluoxetine in rivers and lakes in Europe, Asia, and North America (Daughton & Ternes, 

1999). 

2. Ecotoxicological Effects 

Even at concentrations that are low (ng/L to μg/L), numerous pharmaceuticals induce chronic toxicity on non-

target species: 

Hormonal pharmaceuticals like ethinylestradiol (EE2) were found to trigger feminization of male fish and fish 

population reproductive failure (Jobling et al., 2002). EE2 exposure in the laboratory for as little as 5 ng/L was 

able to interfere with sexual development of fathead minnows. 

NSAIDs, and especially diclofenac, have been linked with vulture kidney failure in India and Pakistan, with a 

resulting 99% decline of some vulture populations (Oaks et al., 2004). This is among the most critical cases of 

wildlife loss due to pharmaceuticals ever recorded. 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2025 JETIR May 2025, Volume 12, Issue 5                                                               www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2505824 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org h262 
 

Antibiotics within aquatic settings contribute to the development of antimicrobial resistance (AMR). Resistant 

pathogens and resistance genes may be transported across water systems, eventually posing a threat to human 

and animal health (Kümmerer, 2004). 

3. Persistence and Bioaccumulation 

Most drugs are biodegradation-resistant and chemically stable, thus enabling them to last for years or months 

in the environment. Carbamazepine, an antiepileptic drug, is often described as a "marker compound" because 

it persists and is present everywhere in treated wastewater. Some substances can accumulate in aquatic animals 

and result in greater concentrations through the food chain. 

4. Human Health Risks 

Although concentrations in water for drinking purposes are generally low, prolonged exposure to drug mixtures 

and hormone analogs generates concerns regarding the cumulative effects of health, particularly in sensitive 

subgroups such as pregnant women, infants, and immunocompromised persons. Trace amounts of 

pharmaceuticals have been found to occur in the U.S., UK, and India (WHO, 2012; EPA, 2010). 

5. Poor Disposal Practices 

Disposal of household medications down the drain or into trash cans is common. Surveys indicate that more 

than 50% of unused drugs are disposed of inappropriately. This process is 

a major contributor to the environment impact of drugs, particularly in regions with no proper medicine waste 

treatment systems (Glassmeyer et al., 2009). 

 

6.Principles of Green Pharmacy: 

Green Pharmacy is a developing concept that combines environmental sustainability with the pharmaceutical 

industry, with the goal of minimizing the environmental impact of pharmaceuticals throughout their life cycle 

— from design and synthesis to disposal. It is based significantly on the principles of green chemistry and 

sustainable development. The overall goal of Green Pharmacy is to develop environmentally friendly, 

sustainable pharmaceutical formulations and manufacturing processes that reduce environmental impact 

without compromising safety, efficacy, and quality. 

1. Sustainable Drug Design and Development 

The first of the three core principles of Green Pharmacy is designing drugs with environmental considerations 

incorporated at the very beginning of drug development. This involves choosing biodegradable ingredients and 

environmentally friendly excipients during formulation, and applying green chemistry principles during 

synthesis of active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs). 

Design for Degradability: The drugs must be designed to readily biodegrade once they are released into the 

environment, hence preventing long-term pollutants. Natural polymers such as starch, chitosan, and cellulose 

are used in this respect because they are biodegradable and harmless to ecosystems. 

Minimization of Toxicity: Minimization of the toxicity of the drugs as well as their manufacturing by-products 

is one of the objectives of green pharmacy. This includes the use of non-toxic reagents, minimizing the 

utilization of heavy metals, and removal of toxic solvents from drug formulations (Anastas & Warner, 1998). It 

also encompasses the proper choice of excipients that are not toxic to the environment, like the use of plant-

based or bio-based excipients in place of synthetic chemicals. 

Alternative Sources for APIs: Green Pharmacy promotes the pursuit of biotechnology-based processes to 

produce APIs. This involves applying enzymatic synthesis and microbial fermentation, both more eco-friendly 

compared to conventional chemical synthesis, lower energy usage, and removal of harmful by-products. 
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2. Green Chemistry in Drug Manufacturing 

The second key principle is green chemistry, where it emphasizes the use of sustainable chemical processes 

during the pharmaceutical manufacturing process. Green chemistry is meant to decrease the utilization of non-

renewable resources, lower energy needs, and lower the production of harmful materials. 

Solvent-Free and Low-Energy Synthesis: Conventional pharmaceutical processing techniques not only use 

poisonous solvents but also consume enormous amounts of energy. Green chemistry encourages the evolution 

of protocols that either eliminate the utilization of solvents or significantly substitute them with environmentally 

friendly solvents (e.g., water, 

supercritical CO₂). It also promotes microwave-assisted reactions, photochemical synthesis, and other low-

energy techniques. 

Catalysis and Enzyme Utilization: Utilization of catalysts, such as biocatalysts, minimizes the necessity of 

rigorous reaction conditions and avoids the creation of toxic by-products. This has resulted in a decrease in API 

synthesis waste. Enzyme-based synthesis is one of the applications that have gained increased popularity due to 

its specificity, efficiency, and environmental benefits over conventional chemical pathways (Sheldon, 2014). 

Waste Minimization: Green pharmacy focuses on minimizing waste at all levels of pharmaceutical 

manufacturing. This can be done by using optimized reaction conditions to provide maximum yields, having 

closed-loop systems to recycle solvents, and proper waste treatment during manufacturing (Anastas & Warner, 

1998). 

 

3. Utilization of Biodegradable and Environment-Friendly Excipients 

Excipients are inactive substances employed in drug formulations to allow the administration of active 

ingredients, for instance, fillers, binders, and stabilizers. Most excipients have been traditionally synthetic, non-

biodegradable, and harmful to the environment. Green Pharmacy emphasizes the use of biodegradable 

excipients as a central principle. 

Natural Polymers: Natural, biodegradable polymers (e.g., chitosan, starch, gelatin, alginate) are taking the place 

of synthetic ones (e.g., polyethylene glycol, polylactic acid) in drugs. Natural excipients degrade into innocuous 

by-products, minimizing environmental persistence. 

Environmentally Friendly Coatings: In drug delivery formulations of tablets, polymeric coatings are commonly 

applied to regulate the release of drugs. Green Pharmacy recommends the utilization of biodegradable polymers 

for coatings (e.g., hydroxypropyl methylcellulose (HPMC)), which minimizes the environmental load of plastic-

coated tablets. 

Reduction of Harmful Excipients: Some excipients, such as phthalates, which are commonly employed as 

plasticizers in pharmaceutical formulations, have been associated with environmental toxicity and human health 

hazards. Green Pharmacy promotes replacing these excipients with safer, more environmentally friendly 

alternatives. 

 

4. Green Drug Delivery Systems 

Sustainable drug delivery systems are a key element of Green Pharmacy. They seek to maximize the therapeutic 

action of drugs and reduce their environmental footprint by minimizing drug dosage, waste, and frequency of 

administration. 

Controlled and Targeted Drug Delivery: With controlled-release systems (e.g., microspheres, liposomes, 

nanoparticles), drugs can be released at a constant rate over a prolonged period of time, minimizing the 

requirement for repeated dosing and minimizing drug waste. This minimizes the total pharmaceutical burden in 

the environment. 
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Biodegradable Drug Delivery Systems: Polymeric drug delivery systems like PLGA (poly(lactic-co-glycolic 

acid)) nanoparticles break down into non-toxic by-products upon release of the drug, which restricts 

environmental contamination. 

Alternative Administration Routes: Green Pharmacy also favors creating non-invasive routes of drug 

administration, e.g., transdermal patches, inhalers, and sublingual tablets, to avoid systemic distribution of drugs 

and to limit waste. For instance, mucoadhesive products aim to deliver the drug to desired sites in the body, and 

hence lower doses are required. 

 

5. Environmentally Friendly Production Methods and Life-Cycle Assessment 

Another fundamental tenet of Green Pharmacy is the integration of Life-Cycle Assessments (LCAs) into the 

drug production process. An LCA analyzes the environmental footprint of a product from its design to its 

disposal, enabling pharmaceutical firms to determine where waste, energy consumption, and emissions can be 

minimized across the entire product life cycle. 

Green Supply Chain: Green Pharmacy urges pharmaceutical firms to embrace green supply chains, which 

include sustainable sourcing of raw materials, energy-efficient production processes, and eco-friendly 

packaging. 

Carbon Footprint Reduction: Carbon footprint reduction of a pharmaceutical product can be done by reducing 

energy use in manufacturing, streamlining transportation logistics, and employing renewable energy sources in 

production plants. 

 

6. Responsible Disposal and Take-Back Programs 

Pharmaceutical waste is a severe environmental concern when drugs are being disposed of illegally in landfills 

or flushed in toilets. Proper disposal systems must be highlighted according to Green Pharmacy, and there 

should be programs for take-backs to dispose of unused or expired medications securely for proper elimination 

or recycling. 

Take-Back Programs: Such programs, already operational in some areas, enable patients to bring unused 

medications back to pharmacies to prevent inappropriate disposal and keep drugs out of water supplies. 

Environmental Education and Advocacy: Green Pharmacy also encourages public education campaigns 

regarding the environmental impact of inappropriate disposal of pharmaceuticals and the value of adhering to 

local disposal practices. 

 

7.Strategies for Formulating Eco-Friendly Drugs: 

As the environmental concern of pharmaceuticals grows, it is important for the pharmaceutical sector to embrace 

green approaches in drug formulation. The approach seeks to reduce the ecological footprint of drugs while 

ensuring therapeutic activity, safety, and affordability. Green drug formulations involve applications of green 

chemistry principles, sustainable procurement, biodegradability, and minimized toxicity. Following are some 

main strategies for pursuing these objectives: 

1. Biodegradable and Sustainable Excipients 

Excipients are very critical in the composition of drugs and usually consist of the major proportion of the drug 

product. Conventionally, excipients contain synthetic chemicals that are not biodegradable and thus tend to 

remain in the environment. Employing biodegradable excipients is a key measure for converting drug 

formulations to environmentally friendly forms. 

Biodegradable Polymers 
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Natural Polymers: Natural polymers like chitosan, alginate, gelatin, starch, and cellulose are being used more 

in the formulations of drugs as excipients. They naturally degrade and do not have long-term effects on the 

environment compared to synthetic polymers like polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) and polyethylene glycol (PEG), 

which remain in the environment. 

Plant-based Excipients: Another eco-friendly option is the use of excipients from plants, like hydroxypropyl 

methylcellulose (HPMC) and sodium alginate. They are non-toxic, biodegradable, and cause less environmental 

risk when disposed of. 

Reducing the Use of Toxic Excipients 

Green Pharmacy calls for a reduction in the employment of poisonous excipients (for example, phthalates and 

parabens) within drugs. The use of such injurious excipients is replaced by safer and sustainable alternatives to 

ensure less pollution and harm to humans. 

 

2. Green Synthesis of Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) 

APIs synthesis is a process that usually involves the use of toxic solvents, high energy input, and dangerous 

chemicals, all of which are factors that make pharmaceutical production environmentally expensive. Green 

chemistry presents several alternatives to making API production environmentally friendly.  

Solvent-Free Synthesis 

Conventional drug manufacture is usually based on the use of solvents, the majority of which are toxic, hard to 

recycle, and environmentally unfriendly. Solvent-free synthesis avoids the use of solvents, cutting down on 

chemical waste and increasing the efficiency of the process. Solid-phase synthesis and microwave-assisted 

synthesis are some of the methods that enable efficient, solvent-free manufacture of APIs. 

Biocatalysis 

Biocatalysis, or enzymatic synthesis, is a green strategy for chemical synthesis that replaces more conventional 

chemical procedures. Enzymes are able to catalyze certain reactions at low temperature and pressure 

requirements, minimizing the use of energy and avoiding by-product formation hazards. This procedure is 

especially suitable for the production of chiral compounds, the majority of which are utilized as drugs. 

For instance, enzymes like lipases and oxidoreductases are utilized in the production of chiral intermediates, 

leading to less toxic by-products and higher yields. 

Green Solvents 

In API synthesis that is not solvent-intensive, green solvents such as supercritical CO₂, water, and ionic liquids 

are gaining favor because they are non-toxic, recyclable, and have a lower environmental footprint than 

conventional organic solvents such as methanol, ethanol, and chloroform. 

Supercritical CO₂, for example, is a good solvent to extract active compounds from natural sources, like plant 

extracts, and can be reused. 

 

3. Sustainable Drug Delivery Systems 

Drug delivery systems (DDS) are one of the vital areas where sustainable methods can be embraced. A 

sustainable DDS not only enhances the bioavailability and therapeutic activity of drugs but also reduces 

environmental strain through lowered waste, energy consumption, and dosing frequency. 

Controlled-Release and Targeted Delivery 

Controlled-release formulations enable the drug to be released at a constant rate over a longer period, 

minimizing the overall dose and number of doses. This leads to less environmental pollution due to residual 

effects from the drug. Some examples include matrix tablets, osmotic pumps, and microencapsulation. 
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Targeted drug delivery systems utilize carriers (e.g., liposomes, nanospheres, and microspheres) that target the 

delivery of the drug to desired locations in the body, increasing efficacy and minimizing unnecessary 

distribution of the drug into the environment. Targeting the drug delivery reduces the environmental burden of 

unused or inadequately metabolized drugs. 

Biodegradable Drug Carriers 

Polymeric carriers like poly(lactic-co-glycolic acid) (PLGA), polylactic acid (PLA), and polycaprolactone 

(PCL) are biodegradable polymers that can be employed in drug delivery systems. After the release of the drug, 

these degrades into non-toxic waste products, having minimal environmental persistence. 

Liposomes and micelles can be employed to deliver poorly water-soluble drugs, and can be prepared using 

biodegradable materials, which reduces the use of non-biodegradable synthetic carriers and thereby the 

environmental effects. 

 

4. Green Manufacturing Practices 

Green manufacturing practices are necessary to minimize the overall environmental impact of pharmaceutical 

products. Such practices include energy consumption, waste management, and minimizing hazardous emissions 

during production. 

Energy-Efficient Production 

Energy-saving technologies are also being applied in drug manufacturing operations to save fossil fuel usage 

and its correlated carbon emissions. For instance, microwave-driven reactions, ultrasonic synthesis, and pulsed 

electric field (PEF) technology are more widely adopted in the manufacture of APIs, markedly reducing the 

amount of energy used. 

Drug firms also move toward alternative renewable sources, e.g., solar, wind, or bioenergy, for power at 

production plants to wean off the usage of non-renewable resources. 

Waste Minimization and Recycling -Zero-waste production is the aim of most pharmaceutical firms. Optimal 

production processes can be achieved through improved material efficiency, and manufacturers can reduce the 

generation of waste. Closed-loop systems, for instance, recycle solvents and other raw materials, and thereby 

drastically minimize the environmental impact. 

By-product reuse is another sustainable practice. Waste pharmaceuticals, like residual chemicals and solvents, 

can be reused for other industrial processes or in the manufacturing of other chemicals, minimizing landfills 

waste. 

Water Usage and Management 

Water use in pharmaceutical production is a major environmental concern. Environmentally friendly 

formulations concentrate on reducing water consumption in the production process. Firms are spending money 

on recycling water systems as well as employing waterless technologies (i.e., solvent-free products) to keep 

water usage in manufacturing low. 

 

5. Green Packaging and Disposal Solutions 

Green packaging and environmentally responsible means of disposal are crucial elements of an environmentally 

friendly drug product. 

Eco-Friendly Packaging 

Biodegradable packaging materials, such as plant-based plastics (for example, polylactic acid or PLA) and paper 

products, are substituting for conventional petroleum-derived plastic packaging. These products decompose 

faster and do not contribute to perennial waste stockpiling in nature. 
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Less-is-more packaging is another strategy, which entails minimizing the volume of material employed in drug 

packaging and encouraging the utilization of recyclable materials. 

Disposal and Take-Back Programs 

Proper drug disposal is essential. Take-back initiatives, where unused or expired medications are brought back 

to pharmacies for proper disposal, keep drugs out of the environment from improper disposal. 

Moreover, educating consumers on drug disposal educates them on the environmental harm that results from 

improper drug disposal and prompts them to use proper disposal methods. 

In order to efficiently design and market environmentally friendly drug products, there is a need for cooperation 

among pharmaceutical firms, regulatory bodies, and research institutions to address environmental standards, 

guidelines, and incentives for green practices. 

Regulatory Standards 

Governments and regulatory agencies are increasingly implementing policies to encourage the environmental 

safety of drugs. For example, the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) are integrating environmental factors into their approval processes for new medicines. 

Incentives for Green Practices 

Most regulatory systems now provide financial rewards (e.g., tax credits or grants) to firms that use green 

manufacturing technologies or engage in sustainable production practices. Such programs promote the creation 

of green drugs and their formulations. 

 

8.Eco-Toxicological Assessment of Drug Formulations: 

Eco-toxicological testing is the scientific evaluation of possible harmful effects of drug substances on the 

environment, especially on non-target organisms and ecosystems. Since most drugs and their metabolites find 

their way into natural ecosystems via excretion, production waste, or even improper disposal, they have severe 

ecotoxicological implications. Testing is a staple in formulating eco-friendly drugs, where the safety of the 

environment is equally weighed against efficacy. 

Why Eco-Toxicological Assessment Matters 

Pharmaceuticals are bioactive chemicals, created to engage with living organisms at low doses. Sadly, such 

properties extend to terrestrial and aquatic life as well when drugs get into the environment. Long-lasting 

pharmaceutical pollutant (PPPs) like antibiotics, hormones, and NSAIDs have been found in surface waters, 

groundwater, soils, and even drinking water. 

Impacts include: 

Disturbance of endocrine processes in aquatic organisms (e.g., feminization of fish) 

Development of antibiotic resistance among environmental microbial populations 

Toxicity to plant life, algae, amphibians, and invertebrates 

Pharmaceutical residues bioaccumulation and transfer of food chains 

Therefore, eco-toxicological evaluation is needed to identify such risks and provide regulatory decisions, 

formulation reformulation, and guidelines for safe disposal. 
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Essential Elements of Eco-Toxicological Evaluation 

1. Environmental Fate and Transport Studies 

They determine how the drug acts within the environment, that is, its: 

Persistence: How long the drug stays without degrading. 

Bioaccumulation: The capacity to accumulate within organisms and grow up the food web. 

Mobility: How the compound diffuses through water and soil. 

Degradation: Modes of breakdown (e.g., microbial metabolism, hydrolysis, photolysis). 

For instance, carbamazepine, which is an ordinary antiepileptic medicine, is immune to environmental 

breakdown and regularly found in treated sewage water, making it a top priority compound to subject to eco-

toxicological assessment. 

 

2. Acute and Chronic Toxicity Testing 

These tests assess the pharmaceuticals' impact on representative species over short and long terms. 

Test Organisms -Typical models are: 

Aquatic species: Daphnia magna (water flea), Pimephales promelas (fathead minnow), Danio rerio (zebrafish) 

Terrestrial species: Eisenia fetida (earthworm), Lactuca sativa (lettuce) 

Algae and Cyanobacteria: Pseudokirchneriella subcapitata, Anabaena flos-aquae 

Endpoints Measured 

Lethal Concentration 50 (LC₅₀) 

Effective Concentration 50 (EC₅₀) 

No Observed Effect Concentration (NOEC) 

Lowest Observed Effect Concentration (LOEC) 

Behavioral, reproductive, or developmental alterations 

Long-term exposure to ethinylestradiol (an artificial estrogen) at nanogram-per-liter concentrations may lead to 

reproductive failure in fish populations—an effect not detectable in acute toxicity tests. 

3. Bioaccumulation and Biomagnification Potential 

These tests determine whether drug compounds are accumulated in tissues and transferred up the food chain. 

Compounds with high log Kow (octanol–water partition coefficient) values tend to show bioaccumulative 

behavior. 

Fish bioconcentration tests are frequently employed to determine bioaccumulation. 
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Chemicals like diclofenac and fluoxetine have demonstrated quantifiable tissue bioaccumulation in aquatic life. 

4. Development of Antibiotic Resistance 

Environmental exposure to environmentally relevant sub-lethal antibiotic concentrations can favor the selection 

of resistant bacteria. This has important public health implications because resistance genes can be transferred 

to human pathogens. 

Minimum Inhibitory Concentration (MIC) testing is employed on environmental bacteria to determine 

resistance. 

Resistance gene prevalence monitoring by molecular techniques (e.g., qPCR, metagenomics) is crucial. 

5. Endocrine Disruption Screening 

Some drugs replicate or interfere with hormonal processes in wildlife, particularly aquatic life. Endocrine-

disrupting chemicals (EDCs), including synthetic estrogens or androgens, may lead to: 

Intersex in fish 

Disturbed sex ratios 

Impaired reproduction and development 

Fish short-term reproduction assays and amphibian metamorphosis assays are typical OECD-recommended 

tests to determine endocrine disruption. 

6. Sediment and Soil Toxicity Testing 

Pharmaceuticals can be stored in sediments and soil, particularly when wastewater treatment biosolids are 

applied to agriculture. 

Soil fauna and microflora may be impacted, lowering fertility and microbial richness. 

Earthworm tests (Eisenia fetida) and soil respiration tests assist in identifying sub-lethal and chronic impacts on 

terrestrial ecosystems. 

Regulatory Frameworks and Guidelines 

Global organizations mandate pharmaceutical companies to perform environmental risk assessments (ERAs) 

for new medicines: 

Key Guidelines and Regulations 

European Medicines Agency (EMA): Requests ERAs as part of marketing authorization. 

US FDA (21 CFR Part 25): Demands environmental impact statements for new drug applications. 

OECD Guidelines: Offer standardized test methods for eco-toxicological testing (e.g., OECD 201, 202, 210, 

etc.) 

Pharmaceuticals already on the market prior to the development of these guidelines (referred to as legacy 

compounds) are not required to undergo mandatory re-evaluation, which is a gap in regulation at present. 
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Modern Approaches to Eco-Toxicological Assessment 

1. In Silico Modeling (QSAR, Read-Across) 

QSAR models make predictions of environmental toxicity from chemical structure. 

Minimizes the need for animal testing and accelerates hazard screening. 

2. High-Throughput Screening (HTS) 

Applies cell-based or biochemical assays to quickly screen thousands of chemicals against eco-toxicological 

endpoints. 

3. Omics-Based Technologies 

Transcriptomics, proteomics, and metabolomics enable detection of subtle biological effects in exposed 

organisms, even at low doses. 

Integrating Eco-Toxicological Results into Drug Design 

Green Pharmacy promotes the application of eco-toxicological information not only to risk assessment but also 

to guide drug design and formulation: 

Prevention of structures with known persistence or toxicity 

Design for biodegradability 

Reformulation of products to minimize eco-toxic potential 

For instance, scientists are altering the structure of fluoroquinolone antibiotics to maintain efficacy while 

enhancing their biodegradability. 

 

9.Challenges in Implementing Green Formulations: 
 

1. Limited Availability of Green Raw Materials 

Sourcing Issues: Sustainable raw materials, particularly plant or biodegradable ones, are not necessarily 

available in adequate quantities. 

Seasonal Variations: Natural ingredients may have uneven quality and availability because of weather, climate 

change, or ecological reasons. 

Supply Chain Limitations: Sourcing ethically and sustainably means rearranging the supply chain, which can 

be expensive and complicated. 

 

2. High Development Costs 

Research and Development (R&D): Creating efficient green substitutes demands substantial investment in R&D 

to rival or surpass the performance of traditional products. 

Cost of Trials and Approvals: Approvals of new green ingredients or processes may be lengthy and costly. 
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Initial Investment: Converting to green manufacturing involves initial capital to install new equipment and 

facilities. 

 

3. Technical and Performance Limitations 

Stability Challenges: Green products, particularly those lacking synthetic preservatives, can have lower shelf 

lives or be less stable. 

Performance Compromises: In certain situations, green replacements might not have the same level of 

performance as traditional alternatives, especially in dimensions such as shelf life, texture, or efficacy. 

Compatibility: Green ingredients are not necessarily compatible with current formulation, and hence 

reformulation would be needed from scratch. 

 

4. Regulatory and Standardization Barriers 

Lack of Global Standards: There is no single global definition or certification of "green," creating confusion 

and inconsistency. 

Complex Approval Processes: Certain green ingredients still have to go through the same regulatory process as 

conventional chemicals, which slows down product launches. 

Labeling Challenges: Terms such as "natural" or "green" are usually unregulated or lightly regulated, creating 

legal and marketing issues. 

 

5. Market Acceptance and Consumer Perception 

Skepticism: There could be skepticism regarding efficacy, particularly for pharmaceuticals and personal care 

products. 

Higher Prices: Green products tend to be premium-priced, restricting accessibility and market penetration. 

Education Gap: The consumer might not be educated on the advantages of green formulations, which would 

make it challenging to market. 

 

6. Manufacturing and Scalability Challenges 

Process Redesign: Green manufacturing processes can necessitate shifts in technology, infrastructure, or 

workforce training. 

Scale-Up Challenges: A process that works in the pilot plant or lab might not be readily scalable to production 

scale. 

Risk of Contamination: Natural ingredients are potentially more susceptible to microbial contamination and 

therefore need tight controls. 

 

7. Intellectual Property and Innovation Limitations 

Patent Challenges: Ingredients from nature are more difficult to patent, lowering innovation incentives. 

Innovation Holes: The category is only just being developed, so there are fewer established green solutions for 

formulation scientists to reference. 
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10.Policy, Regulatory, and Industry Framework: 

1. Policy Framework: Alignment of Drug Formulations with Sustainability Objectives 

a. International and National Integration towards Sustainability 

Several governments increasingly integrate environmental sustainability considerations into medicine policy 

formulation as part of higher objectives such as the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), SDG 3 (Good 

Health and Well-being), and SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and Production). 

Nevertheless, no comprehensive worldwide policy initiative requires green-oriented drug formulations, causing 

inconsistency and inhibiting inter-country cooperation on green innovation. 

b. Mandate for Green Pharmaceutical Policy 

Green procurement, eco-design, and pollution prevention policies are still in the process of evolving. There is 

an evident need for research to: 

Assess the efficacy of current national green pharmacy policies (e.g., Sweden's environmental classification of 

pharmaceuticals). 

Formulate model policy models that encourage green formulation research and uptake through funding, tax 

incentives, or accelerated approval. 

 

2. Regulatory Framework: Changing the Way Drugs Are Approved Through an Environmental Perspective 

a. Limitations of the Current Approach 

Drug laws long center on safety, efficacy, and quality—not wastewater or environmental toxicity and 

degradation. 

Environmental Risk Assessments (ERA) are mainly required only within the European Union and not rigorously 

imposed all over the world. 

b. Research Gaps in Regulation 

Establish science-driven approaches to include environmental safety as a fourth leg in drug approval processes. 

Invent or extend green pharmacovigilance systems for environmental exposure and impact tracking after 

marketing of drugs. 

Standardize eco-labeling guidelines for pharmaceutical products in order to foster transparency and support 

well-informed consumer decisions. 

 

3. Industry Framework: Fostering Innovation Through Sustainability Integration 

a. Corporate Strategy and ESG Alignment 

Growing investor demands and international ESG reporting standards are compelling the pharmaceutical 

industry to internalize environmental stewardship. 
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Players such as GSK, Novartis, and AstraZeneca have come out with green chemistry metrics—but only a 

handful have organized formal green formulation pipelines. 

b. Industry Research Needs 

Explore hindrances to green formulation adoption in commercial pipelines (cost, regulatory risk, supply chain 

sophistication). 

Encourage industry-academic collaborations to de-risk green innovation by sharing infrastructure and pilot-

scale testing. 

Evaluate the effect of voluntary industry initiatives (e.g., PSCI, GC3) in green chemistry adoption facilitation 

in drug development. 

 

4. Towards a Harmonized, Research-Driven Framework 

Scientists can be pivotal in: 

Building policy models to simulate the effect of regulatory reform on innovation uptake. 

Developing cross-industry case studies illustrating the applicability of green formulations in actual 

pharmaceutical manufacturing. 

Suggesting global regulatory harmonization mechanisms aimed at minimizing costs of compliance and 

promoting sustainable product development. 

 

11.Future Perspectives and Research Directions: 

1. Green Drug Design and Materials Innovation 

Biodegradable Carriers and Excipients: Future research should concentrate on the development and 

characterization of new, environmentally friendly excipients like polysaccharide-derived materials or 

biodegradable polymers that break down safely after use in the environment. 

Green API Synthesis: Synthetic biology, flow chemistry, and biocatalysis developments can transform the 

synthesis of APIs to be more atom-efficient, solvent-free, and less toxic. 

Eco-design at the Molecular Level: Researchers need to investigate the design of APIs with decreased 

environmental persistence without affecting therapeutic effectiveness—e.g., drugs that are quickly degraded to 

non-toxic metabolites after excretion. 

 

2. Sustainable Manufacturing Technologies 

Process Intensification and Continuous Manufacturing: Shift from batch to continuous processing can decrease 

energy use, waste, and enhance scalability for green products. 

Green Solvents and Solvent Recovery Systems: Research on the discovery and optimization of benign solvents 

or solventless processes is needed. Solvent recycling and reuse systems must be incorporated into manufacturing 

models. 
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Additive Manufacturing (3D Printing): Researching 3D printing for personalized, low-waste pharmaceutical 

manufacture is an exciting frontier in green drug production. 

 

3. Environmental Risk Assessment and Monitoring 

Predictive Environmental Models: It is possible to create machine learning and AI-based models to predict the 

environmental destiny of drug substances at an early stage in development. 

Green Pharmacovigilance: Implementation of environmental post-market surveillance of pharmaceuticals—

similar to human safety pharmacovigilance—will be instrumental in tracking long-term exposure. 

Global LCA Frameworks: Harmonized life cycle assessment tools and databases for pharmaceuticals are 

urgently required. 

 

4. Regulatory Science and Policy Evolution 

Frameworks for Environment-Based Drug Approval: Scientific inquiry should underpin the development of 

regulatory frameworks that incorporate environmental consideration as an official approval requirement in 

addition to efficacy and safety.  

Eco-Labeling and Certification Systems: Universal eco-labels for drugs can facilitate prescriber and consumer 

guidance toward sustainable options. 

Regulatory Sandbox Models: Nations may create "sandbox" regimes for piloting new green formulation 

experimentation under adaptive regulatory environments. 

 

5. Digitalization and Smart Technologies 

AI-Driven Drug Discovery and Green Chemistry Optimization: Utilize AI to formulate a design and simulation 

of green synthetic pathways and pinpoint sustainable substitutes at the initial stages of formulation. 

Blockchain for Sustainable Supply Chains: Maintain traceability and transparency in procurement of 

biodegradable raw materials and green regulation compliance. 

Digital Twins: Employ simulation models of manufacturing facilities to maximize eco-efficiency prior to actual 

implementation. 

 

6. Interdisciplinary and Collaborative Research 

Systems Thinking and Multidisciplinary Hubs: Addressing green pharmaceutical challenges involves the 

collaboration of chemists, environmental scientists, engineers, regulators, and economists. 

Public–Private Partnerships: Promote co-funded research programs and consortia on eco-innovation in drug 

development and packaging. 

Integration of Circular Economy Principles: Investigate reuse and recycling models for materials employed in 

drug manufacturing and packaging, reducing lifecycle environmental footprint. 

 

7. Education and Capacity Building 

Green Pharmacy Curriculum: Integrate green chemistry and green pharmaceutical development into medical, 

pharmacy, and pharmaceutical sciences curricula. 
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Industry Training Programs: Re-skill the existing workforce on green manufacturing processes, environmental 

hazard assessment, and regulatory outlook. 

 

12.Conclusion: 

Promoting Green Drug Formulations for a Greener Future of Environmental Sustainability 

The progress toward eco-friendly drug formulations is not just a matter of scientific necessity but also a strategic 

move to incorporate environmental sustainability into the domain of pharmaceutical innovation. The work 

emphasizes the need for an urgent shift toward sustainable solutions in drug design, synthesis, and delivery—

alternatives that are minimally environmentally degrading but are still therapeutic effective. 

A more sustainable pharmaceutical future requires a concerted research agenda that integrates green chemistry 

principles, regulatory innovation, life cycle assessment, and data-driven technologies. It also requires 

harmonized global policies, industrial commitment, and education initiatives that integrate sustainability into 

the pharmaceutical value chain. 

In the end, this study reaffirms that pharmaceutical advancement and environmental sustainability are not 

opposing forces. By continued scientific investigation, intersectoral collaboration, and systems thinking, it is 

possible to facilitate meaningful change—one that promotes both human and planetary well-being. 
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