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ABSTRACT: 

Rakta Dhatu, one of the seven primary tissues in Ayurvedic physiology, plays a crucial role in maintaining overall 

health by facilitating the circulation of nutrients and oxygen throughout the body. Its function is intricately linked 

to Pitta Dosha, the bioenergy responsible for metabolic processes, including digestion, transformation, and heat 

regulation. The liver, a central organ in both Ayurvedic and modern medicine, serves as the primary site for the 

production and regulation of Rakta Dhatu, where it synthesizes blood components, detoxifies harmful substances, 

and manages metabolic heat. Imbalances in Pitta Dosha can lead to dysfunctions in Rakta Dhatu, manifesting as 

conditions such as inflammation, skin disorders, and liver diseases. This paper explores the interrelationship 

between Rakta Dhatu, Pitta Dosha, and liver health, with an emphasis on Ayurvedic perspectives on diagnosis, 

treatment, and prevention. By understanding these connections, Ayurvedic medicine provides holistic therapeutic 

strategies aimed at restoring balance, enhancing liver function, and promoting optimal blood health. This review 

integrates traditional Ayurvedic principles with modern biomedical insights, offering a comprehensive approach to 

treating conditions rooted in Pitta and Rakta imbalances. 
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INTRODUCTION: 

According to the Ayurvedic system, a healthy body and mind are produced by the proper interaction of Dosha 

(bio-energies), Dhatu (tissues), and Mala (waste). Rakta Dhatu is the second of the Sapta Dhatu ("seven tissues"), 

and it plays a key role because it is closely related to life, vigor, warmth, color, nutrition, and metabolism. In 

addition, Rakta Dhatu is heavily connected to Pitta Dosha, which regulates heat, metabolic functions, and change. 

Pitta Dosha is also known as the fire-water principle. Classical texts identify the liver (Yakrt) and spleen (Pleeha) 

as the main sites or "sadhana sthanas" for the production of Rakta and Raktavaha srotas (blood-carrying channels). 

Therefore, in order to comprehend health and illness from an Ayurvedic viewpoint, it is essential to investigate 

how Rakta Dhatu is created, how Pitta affects it (and) how the liver contributes,  
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Definition & Position in the Sapta Dhatu 

Rakta Dhatu (commonly translated as “blood tissue”) is the second tissue in the series of the seven Dhatu (Rasa → 

Rakta → Mamsa → Medas → Asthi → Majja → Shukra) in Ayurvedic physiology. The term “rakta” in Sanskrit 

refers to red or coloured, from “raj + ranjane” meaning “to colour or stain” (i.e., the tissue that becomes red) 

because of its red appearance and life‐sustaining function.  

According to one description: “Rakta Dhatu is the 2nd Dhatu. It is produced from the Prasada Bhaga of Rasa Dhatu 

with the help of Bhutagni and Rasa Dhatwagni.” Another: “Its gunas are similar to Pitta guna like Sneha, Ushna, 

Tikshna, Drava etc.”  

Sthana & Srotas 

Classical Ayurvedic texts identify that the seats of Rakta Dhatu (Sthan = location) are the Raktavaha Srotas (the 

blood-carrying channels). The principal organs associated with the formation, storage and circulation of Rakta 

Dhatu are the liver (Yakṛita) and spleen (Pleeha).) One review states: “when it reaches Yakṛita (liver) and Pleeha 

(spleen) by the help of their ushna guna. this Rasa Dhatu (plasma) is converted to Rakta Dhatu (blood).”  

Formation (Parinama) of Rakta Dhatu 

The process of formation of Rakta from Rasa Dhatu is central. Rasa Dhatu (first tissue; lymph/plasma equivalent) 

is transformed into Rakta by the influence of Bhūtagni (elemental fires), Rasa Dhatwagni (tissue‐metabolic fire) 

and the hot/fiery quality of Pitta (specifically Ranjaka Pitta).  

Guna&Karma 

Guna:Rakta Dhatu shares many qualities with Pitta: hot (Ushna), sharp/penetrating (Tikshna), liquid/fluid 

(Drava), somewhat oily/unctuous (Snigdha). One summary: “It is hot, light, dry, hard, unstable, rough, flowing, 

clear, subtle and sharp. These qualities are very similar to Pitta dosha.”  

Functions: Some of the classical functions of Rakta Dhatu include: 

 Jeevana: sustaining life. Blood is considered the vital tissue that carries vitality (praṇa) and nourishes the 

body.  

 Poshana of subsequent dhatus: It supports nourishment of Mamsa Dhatu and downstream tissues.  

 Giving colour to skin, luster, complexion; supporting sense organs and vitality of the body.  

Thus, healthy Rakta Dhatu means vibrant complexion, strong immunity, good circulation, vitality. Conversely, 

poor or vitiated Rakta produces pallor, weakness, skin disorders etc. 

Interrelationship with Other Dhatus 

Rakta is placed after Rasa and before Mamsa. It is nourished by Rasa and in turn nourishes Mamsa and so on. 

Therefore, any imbalance in Rasa (improper digestion, poor absorption) or in Rakta will affect downstream 

tissues. Also, Rakta is interlinked with Pitta Dosha via its Gunas and function—so Pitta influences Rakta and vice 

versa. 

Pitta Dosha – Definition, Attributes & Functions 

To understand Rakta, we must deeply understand Pitta, since Rakta is under the domain of Pitta and their mutual 

influence is central. 
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According to Ayurveda, Pitta Dosha is one of the three Doshas, formed of predominately Fire (Tejas) and a little 

Water (Ap) elements. Pitta is associated with heat, metabolism, transformation. The root word “pitta” is derived 

from “tapa” meaning heat/energy. The common qualities of Pitta include: hot (Ushna), sharp (Tikshna), light 

(Laghu), oily/unctuous (Snigdha), liquid (Drava), sour (Amala), pungent (Katu), spreading (Sara/Chala).Because 

of these, Pitta drives digestion, metabolism, and the colour/quality of the blood and skin. 

Karma 

Pitta dosha functions include: 

 Pachana & Pariṇama (digestion and transformation) – it governs Jatharagni, Dhatvagni, Bhūtagnis.  

 Heat generation, maintaining body temperature. 

 Governing the colour, complexion, vision, mental acuity, hunger/thirst.  

 Participation in sensory processing, cognitive clarity, mental transformation.  

Sub‐types of Pitta 

Classical texts describe five sub‐types of Pitta (Pachaka, Ranjaka, Sadhaka, Alochaka, Bhrajaka), each with a 

particular location and function. For instance, Ranjaka Pitta is located in liver, spleen, stomach and colours the 

blood. 

Pitta and Rakta – Asraya-Asrayi 

There is a close “ashray – asrayi” (dependence) relation between Pitta and Rakta Dhatu: Pitta is the ashri (support) 

and Rakta is the asraya (supported). One article notes: “Though Vata, Pitta, Kapha has a capacity to vitiate Rakta 

Dhatu but Pitta Dosha has more affinity towards Rakta because of the Asraya‐Asrayi relationship between Pitta 

(Dosha) and Dhatu (Rakta).”  

Thus Pitta both nurtures and can vitiate Rakta depending on its state. 

Pitta’s Role in Rakta Formation 

As already noted: The transformation of Rasa into Rakta is aided by the heat and metabolic energy of Pitta, 

especially Ranjaka Pitta in the liver/spleen. Without sufficient Pitta (i.e., insufficient heat/metabolism), Rakta 

formation is suboptimal — leading to pallor, low vitality, poor tissue nutrition. On the other hand, excessive Pitta 

leads to excessive Rakta or vitiated Rakta.Because Rakta Dhatu carries many Pitta‐qualities (hot, sharp, fluid), 

when Rakta is in good condition, Pitta is in balance; when Rakta is impaired, Pitta is affected. For example: “It is 

hot, light, dry, hard, unstable, rough, flowing, clear, subtle and sharp. These qualities are very similar to Pitta 

dosha.” When Pitta is aggravated (by diet, lifestyle, stress), it tends to vitiate Rakta (Rakta Dhatu) because the heat 

and metabolic fire overshoot, leading to Rakta that is overheated, “fiery”, dysfunctional, which in turn aggravates 

Pitta further — a vicious cycle. One article says: “When the Rakta Dhatu has increased, all of the activities of the 

body become more intense… the fire of Pitta increases the fire of Rakta Dhatu.”  

Clinical Correlates of this Interplay 

 Excess Rakta & Pitta → Inflammation, skin eruptions, redness, heavy menstruation, joint redness, 

bleeding tendency. 

 Deficient Rakta or depleted Pitta → Pallor, fatigue, coldness, delayed healing, dull intellect. 
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One text: “When Rakta Dhatu is depleted, the qualities of Pitta Dosha and fire diminish. A person feels cold, the 

skin loses its luster … the mind suffers  

Thus, the balance of Rakta and Pitta is critical for tissue health, metabolic integrity, complexion, vitality and 

mental clarity. 

Role of the Liver (Yakṛita) & Spleen (Pleeha) in Rakta-Pitta Physiology 

In Ayurvedic physiology, Yakṛita (liver) and Pleeha (spleen) are two primary organs (Sthan) for Raktavaha Srotas 

– the channels that carry Rakta Dhatu. Texts state: “The mūla sthana/origin of Raktavaha Srotas is Yakṛita and 

Pleeha. Liver is responsible for converting Rasa Dhatu to Rakta Dhatu” Another source: “The organ of this srotas 

are liver and spleen.”  

Yakṛita is not only transformational but also a storage ‘seat’ of blood (Raktashaya) and its metabolic functions 

(Raktadhara Kala).  

The liver is closely associated with Pitta Dosha — especially Ranjaka Pitta that colours the blood, Sadhaka Pitta 

that influences mental processes, etc. The liver, being hot, metabolic, a seat of transformation, aligns with Pitta’s 

nature. One popular article: “The Liver’s Central Role in Ayurveda: In Ayurveda, the liver is strongly associated 

with the Pitta Dosha … It is the seat of transformation … the health of the liver is directly linked to the quality and 

purity of your blood (Rakta Dhatu).”  

Modern Correlations 

From the modern biomedical viewpoint: The liver plays a vital role in producing clotting factors, metabolising 

nutrients, detoxifying the blood, storing iron/folate/vitamin B12 (important for erythropoiesis) and indirectly 

contributing to formation and maintenance of red blood cells (Rakta Dhatu analog). One review: “The liver, spleen 

and bone marrow are vital for erythropoiesis in modern science. The liver stores essential nutrients like vitamin 

B12, folic acid, and iron, There are similarities in the Ayurvedic & modern processes.”  

Thus, Ayurveda’s statement that “Rasa transforms into Rakta in the liver/spleen via Pitta” resonates with modern 

haematology in a metaphorical sense. 

Pathology – Imbalance of Rakta, Pitta &Yakṛita in Disease 

When any element of this triad (Rakta, Pitta, Yakṛita) is disturbed, a wide range of clinical manifestations may 

appear — many of which correspond to what modern medicine recognises as haemato-dermal disorders, liver or 

spleen disorders, inflammatory states, bleeding states etc. 

Vitiation of Pitta → Impact on Rakta 

When Pitta becomes aggravated (due to errors of diet, lifestyle, mental stress, season etc), the following can occur: 

 Excess heat/metabolism leads to over‐accelerated transformation of Rasa to Rakta  many times resulting in 

“excess Rakta” or Rakta with disturbed properties. 

 This aggravated Rakta then further disturbs Pitta (mutual amplification). A source notes: “Pitta Dosha 

increase leads to Rakta increase and vice versa.” Clinical signs: redness, swelling, skin eruptions, heavy 

menstruation, bleeding tendencies, inflammatory joint conditions, raktapitta (bleeding disorders) etc. One article: 
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“It is the vitiation of the Pitta dosha that causes the Rakta Dhatu to increase.  The body becomes unable to hold 

onto the heat – feels cold”  

Deficiency or Impaired Rakta Formation 

If Rasa Dhatu is poor (due to weak digestion, poor diet), or if Yakṛita/Pleeha or Pitta are deficient or 

dysfunctional, then Rakta formation is suboptimal. This leads to: 

 Rakta Kshaya (depletion) → weakness, pallor, coldness, poor complexion, low immunity. A review: “The 

Physiological Effects of Rakta Dhatu Kshaya includes the liver and spleen and Pitta Dosha, Homeostasis.”  

 When Rakta is deficient, Pitta heat may be reduced, resulting in coldness in body and mind, dullness of 

intellect. (From turn1search4.) 

Liver (Yakṛita) Impairment & its Consequences 

Given the liver’s key role, impairment of Yakṛita (due to Ama, toxins, poor diet, alcohol, viral infection, fatty 

changes) leads to disturbed Rakta formation and Pitta dys-regulation: 

 Blood may become “toxic” (ama in Rakta) → skin/dermal issues, inflammation, autoimmunity. 

 Raktavaha Srotas may get obstructed or overloaded → decreased nourishment of tissues, congestive states, 

spleen/liver enlargement (palpable in Ayurveda as Yakṛitaodara, Plihodara)  

 Modern correlates: liver cirrhosis, hepatitis, splenomegaly, dyshematopoiesis etc. One article: “The organ of 

this srotas are liver and spleen … blood originates from liver and spleen.” 

 Specific Disease Concept: Raktapitta 

A classical entity illustrating the Rakta–Pitta–Yakṛita axis is Raktapitta (bleeding disorders from disturbed Rakta 

and Pitta). Ayurvedic description: 

“Pitta is associated with Rakta; hence it has a natural tendency to vitiate. This vitiated Pitta combines with Rakta 

and contaminates it. The combined heat and liquidity of Pitta and Rakta pervade the progressive Dhatus one after 

the other .”  

Thus, diseases of bleeding, recurrent hemorrhage, skin ulcerations etc may be conceptualised as arising from this 

triad imbalance. 

Clinical Correlation: Skin, Liver, Blood, Pitta 

Because Rakta has many Pitta-qualities and shares their seats (blood, liver, skin, eyes), many Pitta and Rakta 

disorders manifest in these domains: 

 Skin inflammations, rashes, protuberances (due to overheated Rakta). 

 Liver disorders with blood disturbances (jaundice, hepatitis, thrombocytopenia). 

 Colour and complexion changes (pale or inflamed) reflect Rakta–Pitta status. An article: “The liver is the 

main organ for processing nutrients In Ayurveda, it is also the seat of Pitta Dosha, which governs processes like 

transformation.The health of the liver is directly linked to the quality and purity of your blood (Rakta Dhatu).” 

Thus, the triad of Rakta, Pitta, Yakṛita forms a meaningful lens to understand many internal and external 

manifestations of disease in Ayurveda. 
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Therapeutic Considerations: Maintaining & Restoring Rakta-Pitta-Yakṛita Balance 

Given the interplay, Ayurvedic therapy focuses on supporting healthy formation and function of Rakta Dhatu, 

regulating Pitta Dosha, and ensuring healthy Yakṛita/Pleeha function. 

Supporting Healthy Rakta Formation 

 Ensure strong digestion (Agni) so that Rasa Dhatu is well made. 

 Use diet that nourishes blood – depending on individual constitution. 

 Avoid excess heat, heavy metals, toxins that may vitiate Rakta. 

 Use seasonal/regimen aspects (Dinacharya, Ritucharya) to support Rakta. 

Regulating Pitta Dosha 

Because Pitta is the transformative engine, but also the potential fire that can burn, one must: 

 Use cooling, mild, non‐spicy diet if Pitta is high. 

 Avoid excessive heat, sun exposure, alcohol, spicy deep-fried foods, anger, intellectual over-strain (which 

are Pitta-aggravating). 

 Use herbs and formulations that pacify Pitta (e.g., Amalaki, Neem) under guidance. 

Supporting Yakṛita& Pleeha 

 Liver‐supportive foods: bitter, cooling, detoxifying herbs (as per Ayurveda) and lifestyle. 

 Avoid alcohol, toxins, heavy fatty foods, frequent infections that burden the liver. 

 Encourage proper circulation through massage, yoga, moderate exercise to stimulate liver/spleen and blood 

flow. 

 In Ayurveda, therapies like gentle virechana (purgation) may be indicated in Pitta excess affecting Rakta 

and Yakṛita (only under professional guidance). 

Treatment of Disturbed Rakta/Pitta/Yakṛita 

In conditions like Raktapitta, or Rakta vitiation (Rakta Pradoshaja Vikara) the treatment steps typically include: 

 Shodhana (purification) – especially Pitta‐oriented therapies. 

 Shamana (pacification) – diet & herbs to cool and stabilise Rakta and Pitta. 

 Strengthening Srotas (channels) – in this case Raktavaha Srotas, Yakṛita/Pleeha, ensuring flow and correct 

function. 

 Rebuilding Rakta (if depleted) – using Rasayana (rejuvenation) therapies, iron or blood‐nourishing herbs in 

Ayurveda, ensuring digestion, assimilation, absorption. 

Monitoring Quality of Rakta & Pitta 

Signs of good Rakta/Pitta balance: good complexion, warmth (but not heat), moderate appetite, strong digestion, 

normal menstruation (in women), no excessive bleeding or bruising, clear thinking, moderate body temperature. 

Signs of imbalance: skin redness, rashes, spontaneous bleeding, heaviness, pallor, exhaustion, poor cognition, 

enlarged liver/spleen, etc. 

Daily Routine (Dinacharya) 

 Morning wake-up early, tongue cleaning, mild warm water, light exercise/yoga. 
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 Prefer moderate, cooling environment in midday; avoid excessive heat or sun. 

 Maintain regular meal times to support Agni (digestive fire) so that Rasa → Rakta transformation is 

smooth. 

 Avoid eating heavy, fried, overly spicy food late at night which aggravates Pitta and stresses Rakta. 

 Bedtime routine: light meal, avoid alcohol, avoid intense mental work late at night (which increases Pitta 

and thus heats Rakta). 

Diet 

Foods to Favour (Especially if Pitta is dominant or Rakta needs support): 

 Cooling, blood-nourishing foods: beets, pomegranates, black grapes, spinach (in moderation), fresh water, 

coconut water, buttermilk (if suits). 

 Bitter and astringent tastes help balance Pitta and support liver: e.g., bitter greens, Kalmegh (under 

guidance). 

 Adequate protein for Rakta formation: legumes, mild meat/fish (if non‐vegetarian and constitution 

permits), dairy (cooling and good quality). 

 Mild spicing: coriander, cumin, fennel – these support digestion without overheating. 

Foods to avoid or moderate: 

 Very hot, spicy, oily, fried foods – aggravate Pitta and thereby burden Rakta.) 

 Excess alcohol, excessive caffeine, sugary and processed foods (these tax the liver). 

 Over‐eating or late meals which disturb Agni and lead to ama that affects Rakta. 

 In hot season, foods that further increase internal heat should be moderated. 

Lifestyle & Habits 

 Moderate exercise – avoid very strenuous physical exertion in hot midday which may heat Pitta and disturb 

Rakta. 

 Manage stress and anger – emotional heat is Pitta’s domain and will impact Rakta (blood) via increased 

heat and circulation. 

 Avoid toxin exposures – alcohol, smoking, environmental toxins burden the liver and thus disrupt Rakta 

formation. 

 Adequate sleep – poor sleep disturbs Pitta metabolism and indirectly blood formation. 

 Seasonal routine (Ritucharya) – in hot seasons (when Pitta tends to increase) favour cooling routines, in 

cooler seasons adapt accordingly. 

Yoga & Therapies 

 Yoga asanas that gently stimulate the liver and improve circulation: e.g., gentle twists, half shoulder stand, 

cobra, etc (with caution). 

 Praṇayama: cooling breaths like Sheetali, Sitkari help moderate Pitta. 

 Abhyanga (self‐massage) with cooling oils (like coconut oil, sunflower oil) may soothe Pitta and nourish 

blood. 
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 Occasional Panchakarma or Shodhana treatments (especially for Pitta disorders) to clear accumulated 

dosha in Rakta and liver channels – always under expert supervision. 

Sample Ayurvedic Herbs & Formulations (Consult Practitioner) 

 For mild Pitta/Rakta support: Amalaki (rich in vitamin C, cooling), Neem (blood purifier), Manjistha 

(blood tissue purifier). 

 For liver support: Kutki (Picrorhiza kurroa), Bhumyamalaki (Phyllanthus niruri) etc (Ayurvedic physician 

guidance necessary). 

 For nourishing Rakta (when depleted): Rasayana formulations with iron/rasayan herbs (as per 

constitution). 

Integrative Perspective: Bridging Classical and Modern Viewpoints 

From a modern science vantage: Blood (red-cell formation, plasma, nutrients) is vital for carrying oxygen, 

nutrients, hormones; the liver is central for metabolism, detoxification, nutrient storage; homeostasis of body 

temperature/metabolism is key for health. Ayurveda’s model (Rasa → Rakta → tissues; Pitta as transformation; 

Yakṛita/Pleeha as seats of blood channels) offers a holistic conceptual framework that aligns metaphorically with 

modern physiology. 

For example, the article “Exploring the significance of Ranjaka Pitta in the formation of Rakta Dhatu with respect 

to Erythropoiesis” draws parallels between Ayurvedic Ranjaka Pitta (in liver/spleen) and modern Erythropoiesis 

(red cell formation) in liver/spleen/bone marrow.  

Thus, integrating classical understanding with modern anatomy/physiology enriches our appreciation—while 

recognising the models are different in epistemology. 

Conclusion 

In Ayurveda the triad of Rakta Dhatu, Pitta Dosha and the liver (Yakṛita) forms a fundamental axis of vitality, 

transformation and circulation. Healthy Rakta Dhatu means good life force, good blood tissue, clear complexion, 

strong nourishment of tissues; this is supported by balanced Pitta and well-functioning Yakṛita/Pleeha. Imbalance 

in any part—whether through dietary errors, lifestyle, seasonal derangements, poor digestion, or toxic burden—

can lead to significant pathology manifesting in blood disorders, liver/spleen disease, skin disorders, bleeding 

tendencies, fatigue and more. 

By paying attention to the quality of our diet (supporting Rasa → Rakta), our lifestyle (regulating Pitta), and our 

organ health (especially the liver and spleen), we can maintain harmonious function of this axis. Ayurvedic 

therapeutic approaches emphasise restoration of digestion, nourishment of tissues, pacification of doshas, 

purification of channels, and strengthening of tissues.In practical terms: take care of your digestion (so Rasa 

becomes high quality), avoid over-heating, eating extreme spices or fried foods, protect your liver, support your 

blood with nourishing foods and moderate exercise, adjust with seasons, manage stress and keep the inner “fire” of 

transformation (Pitta) in balance. 

This synergy among Rakta Dhatu, Pitta Dosha and Yakṛita opens a rich field for both classical Ayurvedic practice 

and integrative modern health understanding. 
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