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Abstract  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant shift in India's education landscape, emphasizing 

the importance of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in shaping the country's educational framework. Despite its 

potential, integrating IKS into modern education poses several challenges. This paper explores the key issues in 

implementing IKS in the context of NEP 2020, including standardization, language barriers, resistance from 

conventional academic circles, and the need for qualified teachers. The study highlights the importance of 

addressing these challenges to harness the benefits of IKS and promote holistic development. By examining the 

role of IKS in NEP 2020, this research aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complexities involved 

in integrating traditional knowledge systems into modern education. 
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Introduction  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 marks a significant shift in India's education landscape, emphasizing 

the importance of integrating traditional knowledge systems, such as the Indian Knowledge System (IKS), into 

modern education. This policy aims to promote holistic development, cultural preservation, and sustainable 

education, while also fostering critical thinking and creativity among students. By recognizing the value of IKS, 

NEP 2020 seeks to create a more inclusive and diverse educational framework that honors India's rich cultural 

heritage. 

Background  

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) encompasses a broad range of traditional knowledge and practices that have 

been passed down through generations, including Ayurveda, Yoga, and ancient Indian philosophies. These 

knowledge systems have been an integral part of Indian culture and heritage, offering valuable insights into 

various aspects of life, including health, wellness, and the environment. Despite their significance, IKS has often 

been marginalized in modern education, with a focus on Western knowledge systems and scientific methods. 

However, NEP 2020 seeks to change this narrative by promoting the integration of IKS into modern education. 
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Significance of IKS in NEP 2020  

The inclusion of IKS in NEP 2020 is a significant step towards promoting cultural preservation, sustainable 

education, and holistic development. By integrating IKS into modern education, students can gain a deeper 

understanding of India's cultural heritage and traditional knowledge systems, while also developing critical 

thinking and problem-solving skills. Moreover, IKS can provide valuable insights into sustainable practices, 

environmental conservation, and health promotion, which are essential for creating a more sustainable and 

equitable society. 

Challenges of IKS Implementation  

Despite the potential benefits of IKS, its implementation in modern education poses several challenges. These 

include issues related to standardization, language barriers, resistance from conventional academic circles, and the 

need for qualified teachers. Moreover, the integration of IKS into modern education requires a nuanced approach 

that balances traditional knowledge with modern scientific methods and critical thinking. Addressing these 

challenges is crucial for harnessing the benefits of IKS and promoting holistic development in students. 

Research Question and Objectives  

This research paper aims to explore the challenges of integrating IKS into modern education in the context of NEP 

2020. The research question guiding this study is: What are the key challenges and limitations of implementing 

IKS in modern education? The objectives of this study are to identify the challenges of IKS implementation, 

analyze the potential benefits of IKS, and develop recommendations for promoting the integration of IKS into 

modern education. 

By exploring the challenges and potential benefits of IKS, this research paper aims to contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the complex issues involved in integrating traditional knowledge systems into modern education . 

Literature Review  

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has sparked significant interest in the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 

and its potential to transform the country's education landscape. This literature review aims to provide an overview 

of the existing research on IKS and NEP 2020, highlighting the key themes, challenges, and opportunities 

associated with integrating traditional Indian knowledge into modern education. 

Indian Knowledge System (IKS) and NEP 2020  

The Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is a distinctive scholarly legacy that encompasses knowledge (Gyana), 

applied knowledge (Vigyana), and philosophy of life (Jeevan Darshan). NEP 2020 emphasizes the importance of 

IKS in promoting holistic development, cultural preservation, and sustainable education. By integrating IKS into 

modern education, students can gain a deeper understanding of India's cultural heritage and traditional knowledge 

systems ¹. 

Benefits of Integrating IKS into Modern Education  

Research suggests that integrating IKS into modern education can have numerous benefits, including: 

Holistic Development: IKS promotes a comprehensive approach to learning, encompassing physical, emotional, 

and intellectual development. 

Cultural Preservation: IKS helps preserve India's cultural heritage and traditional knowledge systems. 
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Sustainable Education: IKS offers insights into sustainable practices, environmental conservation, and health 

promotion. 

Challenges and Limitations:- 

Despite the potential benefits of IKS, its integration into modern education poses several challenges, including: 

Standardization and Validation: Developing consistent methodologies for validating traditional knowledge and 

integrating IKS with contemporary research. 

Language Barriers: Overcoming language barriers to make IKS accessible to a wider audience. 

Resistance from Academic Circles: Addressing skepticism and resistance from conventional academic circles. 

Teacher Training and Education:- 

Effective integration of IKS into modern education requires adequate teacher training and support. Research 

highlights the importance of ⁴: 

Teacher Training Programs: Providing teachers with the knowledge and skills to effectively teach IKS. 

Curriculum Development: Developing curricula that incorporate IKS in a meaningful and effective way. 

Future Directions:- 

The integration of IKS into modern education has significant potential for promoting holistic development, 

cultural preservation, and sustainable education. Future research should focus on :- 

Developing Effective Implementation Strategies:Identifying effective strategies for integrating IKS into modern 

education. 

Addressing Challenges and Limitations: Addressing the challenges and limitations associated with IKS 

implementation, including standardization, language barriers, and resistance from academic circles. 

Method & Methodology:- 

The methodology for this research paper on "Challenges of the Indian Knowledge System in the Context of NEP 

2020" is designed to provide a comprehensive understanding of the topic. This section outlines the research design, 

data collection methods, and data analysis approach used in the study. 

Research Design:- 

This study employs a qualitative research design, which is suitable for exploring the complex and nuanced issues 

associated with integrating the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into modern education. The qualitative approach 

allows for an in-depth examination of the challenges and limitations of IKS implementation, as well as the 

potential benefits and opportunities associated with it. 

Data Collection Methods:- 

The data collection methods used in this study include: 

Literature Review: A comprehensive review of existing literature on IKS and NEP 2020, including academic 

articles, books, and policy documents. 
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Expert Interviews: In-depth interviews with experts in the field of IKS and education, including academics, 

policymakers, and practitioners. 

Case Studies: Analysis of case studies on IKS implementation in different educational settings, including schools 

and universities. 

Data Analysis Approach:- 

The data analysis approach used in this study involves: 

Thematic Analysis: Identifying and analyzing themes and patterns in the data, including challenges, benefits, and 

opportunities associated with IKS implementation. 

Content Analysis: Analyzing the content of IKS-related documents, including policy documents, academic 

articles, and educational materials. 

Sampling Strategy: 

The sampling strategy used in this study involves: 

Purposive Sampling: Selecting participants and cases that are relevant to the research question and objectives. 

Snowball Sampling: Identifying additional participants and cases through referrals from existing participants. 

Data Quality and Validity:- 

The data quality and validity of this study are ensured through: 

Triangulation: Using multiple data sources and methods to validate findings. 

Member Checking: Verifying findings with participants to ensure accuracy and validity. 

By using a qualitative research design and multiple data collection methods, this study aims to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the challenges and opportunities associated with IKS implementation in the 

context of NEP 2020 . 

Challenges of IKS Implementation:- 

The implementation of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the context of the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020 poses several challenges that need to be addressed. These challenges can be broadly categorized into several 

areas, including standardization, language barriers, resistance from academic circles, teacher training, and digital 

preservation. 

Standardization and Validation: 

One of the significant challenges of IKS implementation is standardization and validation. IKS encompasses a 

broad range of traditional knowledge and practices that have been passed down through generations. However, the 

lack of standardization and validation of IKS knowledge and practices can make it challenging to integrate them 

into modern education. Developing consistent methodologies for validating traditional knowledge and integrating 

IKS with contemporary research is crucial for ensuring the quality and relevance of IKS education. 
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Language Barriers : 

Language barriers are another significant challenge of IKS implementation. Many IKS texts and resources are 

available in ancient languages such as Sanskrit, which may not be familiar to many students and teachers. This can 

create a barrier to accessing and understanding IKS knowledge and practices. Developing language support 

materials and providing language training for teachers and students can help address this challenge. 

Resistance from Academic Circles : 

Resistance from academic circles is another challenge of IKS implementation. Some academics may view IKS as 

unscientific or lacking in rigor, which can create resistance to its integration into modern education. Addressing 

this resistance requires promoting a nuanced understanding of IKS and its potential benefits, as well as providing 

evidence of its effectiveness in promoting holistic development and sustainable education. 

Teacher Training :- 

Teacher training is a critical component of successful IKS implementation. Teachers need to be trained in IKS 

knowledge and practices, as well as in effective pedagogies for teaching IKS. Providing teachers with the 

knowledge and skills to effectively teach IKS can help ensure that students receive high-quality IKS education. 

Digital Preservation :- 

Digital preservation is another challenge of IKS implementation. Many IKS texts and resources are not digitized, 

which can make them inaccessible to many students and teachers. Developing digital archives of IKS knowledge 

and practices can help preserve IKS and make it more accessible to a wider audience. 

By addressing these challenges, educators and policymakers can promote the effective integration of IKS into 

modern education and ensure that students receive a holistic and inclusive education . 

Additional Challenges of IKS Implementation :- 

In addition to the challenges mentioned earlier, there are several other points that need to be considered when 

implementing the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the context of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 

These include: 

Cultural Sensitivity and Awareness :- 

Implementing IKS requires cultural sensitivity and awareness. IKS is deeply rooted in Indian culture and tradition, 

and its implementation needs to be sensitive to the cultural context. This requires educators and policymakers to be 

aware of the cultural nuances and significance of IKS, and to ensure that its implementation is respectful and 

inclusive. 

Integration with Modern Education :- 

Another challenge of IKS implementation is integrating it with modern education. IKS needs to be integrated in a 

way that is meaningful and relevant to modern students, while also preserving its traditional knowledge and 

practices. This requires educators to develop innovative pedagogies and curricula that combine IKS with modern 

education. 

Assessment and Evaluation : 

Assessment and evaluation are critical components of any educational program, and IKS is no exception. 

Developing effective assessment and evaluation methods for IKS education can be challenging, as it requires 
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measuring the acquisition of traditional knowledge and practices. This requires educators to develop new 

assessment tools and methods that are tailored to IKS. 

Community Engagement:- 

Community engagement is essential for the successful implementation of IKS. IKS is often deeply rooted in local 

communities, and its implementation requires engagement with these communities. This can involve working with 

local experts, community leaders, and traditional practitioners to develop IKS education programs that are relevant 

and effective. 

Funding and Resources : 

Finally, implementing IKS requires significant funding and resources. Developing IKS education programs, 

training teachers, and preserving IKS knowledge and practices require significant investment. Securing funding 

and resources for IKS implementation can be challenging, and requires educators and policymakers to be creative 

and innovative in their approach. 

By addressing these additional challenges, educators and policymakers can promote the effective implementation 

of IKS and ensure that students receive a holistic and inclusive education . 

Conclusion :- 

The implementation of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the context of the National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020 is a complex and multifaceted issue. Despite the challenges and limitations, IKS has the potential to promote 

holistic development, cultural preservation, and sustainable education. This conclusion summarizes the key 

findings and implications of the study, highlighting the importance of addressing the challenges and limitations of 

IKS implementation. 

Summary of Key Findings :- 

The study highlights several key challenges and limitations of IKS implementation, including standardization and 

validation, language barriers, resistance from academic circles, teacher training, and digital preservation. These 

challenges need to be addressed to ensure the effective integration of IKS into modern education. The study also 

highlights the potential benefits of IKS, including promoting holistic development, cultural preservation, and 

sustainable education. 

Implications for Education : 

The implications of IKS implementation for education are significant. IKS has the potential to promote a more 

holistic and inclusive approach to education, one that values traditional knowledge and practices alongside modern 

scientific methods. By integrating IKS into modern education, educators can promote a deeper understanding of 

Indian culture and tradition, while also fostering critical thinking and creativity. 

Future Directions: 

The study highlights several future directions for research and practice in IKS implementation. These include 

developing effective strategies for integrating IKS into modern education, addressing the challenges and 

limitations of IKS implementation, and promoting community engagement and participation. By pursuing these 

future directions, educators and policymakers can promote the effective implementation of IKS and ensure that 

students receive a holistic and inclusive education. 
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In conclusion, the implementation of IKS in the context of NEP 2020 is a complex and multifaceted issue. While 

there are challenges and limitations to be addressed, the potential benefits of IKS implementation are significant. 

By promoting a deeper understanding of IKS and its potential benefits, educators and policymakers can work 

together to develop effective strategies for IKS implementation and ensure that students receive a holistic and 

inclusive education. 
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