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ABSTRACT: This research presents an innovative framework for criminal anomaly detection in surveillance footage, leveraging a 

custom dataset and a hybrid deep learning architecture. The custom dataset, comprising normal and anomalous images extracted from 

video frames, simulates real-world surveillance scenarios with clear, stable scenes and degraded or suspicious activities (e.g., blur, 

noise, or unusual behavior). Images are preprocessed to a uniform 224x224 resolution, enabling robust model training. The proposed 

system integrates a Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) for restoring degraded visuals and a MobileNetV2-based feature extractor 

combined with a custom convolutional neural network (CNN) for semantic classification. The GAN’s generator reconstructs high-

quality features from anomalous inputs, while the discriminator distinguishes between normal and generated features. MobileNetV2, 

fine-tuned for efficiency, extracts 1280- dimensional semantic features, concatenated with 1024-dimensional CNN outputs to form 

robust 2304-dimensional vectors for classification. A Single Shot Multi Box Detector (SSD) enhances real-time object detection, 

enabling dynamic anomaly identification in video streams. The training pipeline employs an 80-20 train-test split, achieving ~96% 

accuracy with minimal overfitting through regularization. Features are visualized via PCA for clustering, confirming clear separation 

between normal and anomalous patterns. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Video surveillance cameras are now common in cities, watching over busy places like markets, streets, and public gatherings [13]. 

These cameras record so much footage that it’s hard for people to check everything by hand [13]. This project creates a smart system to 

automatically find unusual activities, like crimes, in videos. It uses a special dataset made just for this project, with two types of images: 

normal ones showing everyday scenes and anomalous ones showing blurry, dark, or suspicious activities. The system combines 

different tools to make this work: a Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) to fix bad images, MobileNetV2 to understand the main 

parts of a scene, a custom six-layer convolutional neural network (CNN) to catch small details, and a Single Shot MultiBox Detector 

(SSD) to spot objects in videos quickly [1][2][3][6]. 

The dataset is made from video clips, with images resized to 224x224 pixels so computers can process them easily. Normal images 

show clear, safe activities, like people walking or shopping. Anomalous images might be blurry, noisy, or show someone acting 

strangely, like running suddenly or leaving a suspicious object. This setup is designed to handle real-world problems, like changing 

light or crowded places, making it useful for actual use. The GAN has a generator with four layers (2048, 2048, 1024, 512 neurons with 

batch normalization and 0.2 dropout) to rebuild bad images, and a discriminator with four layers (512, 256, 128, 1 with sigmoid 

activation) to check if images are real or fake [1][10]. MobileNetV2, with 53 layers including 16 special blocks, helps see the big 

picture of a scene [2][12]. The custom CNN, with six layers (32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 1024 filters with 3x3 kernels and ReLU), focuses 

on tiny details [9]. The SSD, with 21 layers based on a VGG-16 backbone, finds objects in live videos, and a method called cosine 

similarity decides if something is normal or not [3][4][13]. 

This system builds on ideas from a model called STem-GAN but improves them for real-time use [10][11]. It uses computer programs 

to pull out important details, train the system, and check videos as they play [19]. Tests in busy city settings show it can handle tough 

conditions, like bright sunlight or lots of people [14]. This project isn’t just for research-it’s meant to help in real places like smart 

cities, police stations, or public events, making it faster to spot crimes and keep people safe. It solves problems like slow detection or 

mistakes in busy scenes by using advanced technology to process videos quickly and accurately [13][14]. 
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The project is important because cities are getting bigger, and safety is a growing concern [13]. With more cameras, we need systems 

that don’t rely on people watching every moment [13]. This work makes that possible by finding problems fast, even in bad-quality 

videos [14]. It’s tested in real city conditions, so it’s ready for challenges like changing weather or crowds [17]. By fixing images and 

spotting unusual activities, it helps police and city workers act quickly, making communities safer [13][14]. This project also sets the 

stage for future improvements, like handling more complex videos or working in different places around the world, contributing to 

better, smarter surveillance systems [14][16]. 

 

Types of Anomalies and Their Importance: 

 Visual Anomalies: These occur when video footage is unclear due to issues like poor lighting, camera malfunctions, or 

environmental factors such as fog or rain. For instance, a camera in a dimly lit alley might produce a dark video that hides 

critical details, like a person’s actions during a crime. While this project does not focus on restoring blurry images, it uses 

these visual anomalies to train the system to recognize patterns that deviate from normal, clear footage. Detecting these 

anomalies is crucial because they can indicate tampering or environmental issues that obscure criminal activity, such as 

someone intentionally covering a camera lens. By identifying these patterns, the system ensures that even low-quality footage 

can be analyzed for potential threats, helping security teams respond effectively. This capability is vital in urban settings where 

cameras face diverse conditions, ensuring no suspicious activity goes unnoticed. 

 Behavioral Anomalies: These involve unusual human actions that may indicate criminal intent, such as fighting, stealing, 

loitering near a shop, or committing a robbery. For example, someone lingering outside a jewelry store for an unusually long 

time might be planning a theft, while a sudden physical altercation in a public place could signal a violent crime like murder. 

The system is designed to detect these behaviors by analyzing movement patterns and actions in video frames. Spotting these 

anomalies quickly is essential because it allows police or security personnel to intervene before a crime escalates or to gather 

evidence after an incident. This is particularly important in crowded urban areas where small actions can lead to significant 

consequences, making timely detection a key factor in preventing harm. 

 Crowd Anomalies: These occur when a group of people behaves unusually, such as a crowd suddenly running in panic or 

gathering in an unexpected way. For instance, a sudden stampede in a train station might indicate a public disturbance or a 

serious crime like an attack. The system detects these anomalies by analyzing crowd movement patterns, identifying 

deviations from normal behavior, such as orderly walking or shopping. Detecting crowd anomalies is critical because they can 

signal large-scale dangers, like riots or terrorist threats, requiring immediate action to protect public safety. In busy places like 

markets or festivals, this capability ensures that authorities can respond quickly to prevent injuries or chaos. 

 Sudden Movement Anomalies: These involve abrupt individual actions, such as someone running unexpectedly or making 

rapid movements that suggest a crime, like a robbery or assault. For example, a person suddenly sprinting away from a shop 

might have just committed a theft, or a quick aggressive move could indicate a violent act like murder. The system uses its 

feature extraction and detection capabilities to identify these sudden changes in video frames. Recognizing these anomalies is 

important because they often happen during critical moments of a crime, allowing security teams to act swiftly to stop the 

perpetrator or assist victims, enhancing overall safety in public spaces. 

 

1. Challenges in Criminal Anomaly Detection Using GAN with MobileNets 

Detecting criminal activities in surveillance videos is a complex task, especially with the advanced technologies used in this project. 

Below are 13 challenges, each explained in detail to highlight the difficulties faced and the efforts to overcome them, ensuring the 

system is both accurate and practical for real-world safety. 

 

 Variety of Anomalies: Anomalies in videos can range from visual issues, like noisy or dark frames, to behavioral issues, such 

as murder, theft, robbery, sudden movements, or crowd disturbances. The custom dataset, with normal and anomalous images 

resized to 224x224 pixels, must include all these types to train the system effectively. However, ensuring the dataset covers 

this wide range without favoring one type over another is tough. For example, having too many theft-related images might 

make the system miss rare events like crowd riots. Balancing the dataset requires careful selection and augmentation, such as 

adding synthetic anomalies, to ensure the system learns to detect all kinds of crimes, from subtle pickpocketing to violent 

attacks, making it challenging but critical for comprehensive detection. 

 Real-Time Speed: The system must process videos quickly, at least 15 frames per second, to work in busy cities with 

changing conditions like light or crowds. Achieving this speed without losing accuracy is hard, as analyzing complex scenes, 

like a crowded market, requires significant computing power. The MobileNetV2 and custom CNN must be optimized to work 

fast, and the SSD needs to locate objects in live feeds without delays. This challenge involves fine-tuning the model to balance 

speed and precision, ensuring it can spot a robbery or sudden movement in real time while avoiding slowdowns that could 

miss critical events. 

 GAN Stability: Training the GAN is tricky because it has two parts: a generator (four layers: 2048, 2048, 1024, 512 neurons) 

and a discriminator (four layers: 512, 256, 128,1). If they don’t work together well, the system might fail to detect anomalies 

or produce unreliable results. The project uses 50 epochs to train the discriminator first, 5 epochs to warm up the generator, 

and 80 epochs together with smoothed labels, but keeping them balanced to avoid issues like mode collapse (where the 

generator produces limited outputs) is hard. This stability is crucial for detecting varied crimes like robbery or sudden 

movements. 

 SSD Integration: The SSD, with 21 layers, locates objects in live videos, such as a suspicious bag or a person acting oddly. 

Integrating it with the GAN, MobileNetV2, and CNN while maintaining 15 FPS is complex. The SSD must align with the 

feature extraction and anomaly scoring processes without slowing down the system. Ensuring it accurately detects objects in 
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busy scenes, like a crowded public event, without missing crimes like vandalism or theft adds to the challenge, requiring 

careful coordination of all components. 

 Lighting Changes: Urban conditions, like bright sunlight, shadows, or dim streetlights, can make it hard to spot anomalies. 

For example, a robbery in a shadowy alley might be missed if the system struggles with low light. The system needs to adapt 

to these changes to detect crimes like theft or sudden movements accurately, which involves robust preprocessing and training 

on varied lighting conditions to ensure reliability. 

 Ethical Labeling: Deciding what counts as an anomaly, like loitering or sudden running, must be fair to avoid bias. For 

example, labeling a person standing still as suspicious could unfairly target innocent behavior. The system needs clear, 

unbiased definitions of crimes like murder or robbery to ensure fair detection, which is challenging when human judgment 

varies, requiring careful dataset design and ethical considerations. 

 

These challenges highlight the complexity of building a reliable system for criminal anomaly detection. Tests in urban settings show it 

can handle tough conditions, but overcoming these issues requires careful design and testing to ensure the system is both accurate and 

practical for city safety. 

 

 

1.2 Objectives 

Objectives of this Work 

The primary goal of this project is to develop a system that quickly and accurately detects criminal activities in city surveillance videos, 

addressing a range of anomalies such as murder, theft, robbery, sudden movements, and crowd-related issues. It uses a custom dataset 

of normal and anomalous images, resized to 224x224 pixels, to train a sophisticated system combining a Generative Adversarial 

Network (GAN), MobileNetV2 with 53 layers, a custom six-layer convolutional neural network (CNN) with filters ranging from 32 to 

1024, and a Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD) with 21 layers. Unlike systems focused on fixing blurry images, this project 

emphasizes identifying diverse anomaly activities in videos, such as violent acts, stealing, or unusual crowd behavior, making it highly 

relevant for real-world security. Below are 10 specific objectives, each designed to ensure the system’s effectiveness in urban 

surveillance environments like smart cities, airports, and police operations. 

Dual-Stream Feature Extraction 

The system aims to create a powerful method to analyze video frames by combining two approaches: MobileNetV2 for understanding 

the overall scene and a custom CNN for spotting small details. MobileNetV2, with its 53 layers including 16 convolutional blocks, is 

great at seeing the big picture, like identifying a crowded market or a street. The custom CNN, with six layers (32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 

1024 filters with 3x3 kernels and ReLU activation), focuses on tiny details, like a person’s suspicious movement or an object left 

behind. These two methods are merged using a special computer program called build_combined_feature_extractor(), which creates a 

2304-dimensional feature vector. This dual approach ensures the system can detect anomalies like theft or sudden fights by looking at 

both the whole scene and specific actions, making it more accurate than systems using only one method. It’s designed to work in busy 

places like train stations or public events, where both broad and detailed views are needed to catch crimes like robbery or crowd 

disturbances. 

GAN-Based Anomaly Detection 

The project uses a GAN to identify various criminal activities in videos, such as murder, theft, or robbery, rather than focusing on 

fixing blurry images. The GAN’s generator, with four dense layers (2048, 2048, 1024, 512 neurons, batch normalization, and 0.2 

dropout), learns to model normal patterns in video frames, helping highlight deviations like sudden violent movements or suspicious 

loitering. The discriminator, with four layers (512, 256, 128, 1 with sigmoid activation), checks if a frame’s features match normal 

behavior or indicate anomalies like crowd panic or stealing. This adversarial process, implemented through train_gan(), ensures the 

system can spot diverse anomalies by comparing features against normal patterns. It’s especially useful in busy urban settings, like 

markets or airports, where quick detection of crimes is critical. The GAN’s ability to model complex behaviors makes it effective for 

identifying serious crimes like murder or subtle ones like pickpocketing, supporting real-time security needs. 

Discriminator Accuracy 

A key objective is to train the discriminator to accurately distinguish between normal video frames and anomalous ones, such as those 

showing robbery or sudden crowd movements. The discriminator, with four layers (512, 256, 128, 1 with sigmoid activation), is trained 

for 50 epochs initially to learn the difference between normal activities, like people walking, and anomalies, like a fight or theft. Using 

smoothed labels (0.9), it avoids overconfidence and improves reliability. This accuracy is crucial for reducing mistakes, like thinking a 

busy crowd is dangerous. The discriminator’s role in the GAN ensures it checks features from the generator against real video data, 

helping spot crimes like vandalism or loitering. By achieving high accuracy, the system can be trusted in real-world settings, such as 

police stations or smart cities, where missing a crime or flagging normal behavior as suspicious could have serious consequences. This 

objective supports the project’s goal of reliable, real-time anomaly detection. 

Real-Time Object Detection 

The system aims to use the SSD, with 21 convolutional layers based on a VGG-16 backbone, to find objects in live videos quickly, 

managed by the detect_anomalies_live() function. This is vital for spotting anomalies like abandoned bags (potential bomb threats), 

people fighting (possible violence), or someone stealing in a crowd. The SSD identifies objects, like a person or a bag, in video frames 

at 15 frames per second, ensuring real-time performance in busy places like train stations or public events. By combining SSD with the 

GAN and feature extraction, the system can locate and classify suspicious objects or behaviors, such as sudden movements indicating a 

robbery. This objective makes the system practical for security teams needing fast alerts about crimes like theft or crowd disturbances, 

enhancing safety in urban areas. It’s designed to work in challenging conditions, like crowded markets, ensuring quick and accurate 

detection for immediate action. 

High Accuracy 
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The project targets a 99% accuracy score (measured by AUROC) on standard datasets like UMN, UCSD, Avenue, and Subway, 

ensuring reliable detection of anomalies such as murder, theft, or crowd panic. High accuracy means the system can correctly identify 

crimes without missing serious incidents or flagging normal activities, like people walking, as problems. The dual-stream approach 

(MobileNetV2 and custom CNN) helps achieve this by analyzing both the whole scene and small details, reducing errors in busy 

settings like airports. The system’s training, with 80 epochs of joint GAN training, optimizes performance across diverse datasets, 

making it robust for different crimes, from vandalism to sudden fights. This objective ensures the system is trustworthy for real-world 

use, supporting police and city workers in keeping communities safe by accurately spotting dangerous behaviors or situations in 

surveillance videos. 

Fast Processing 

A major goal is to process video frames at 15 frames per second, enabling real-time detection in busy urban areas like markets or 

stations. This speed ensures the system can keep up with live video feeds, spotting anomalies like robbery or crowd disturbances 

instantly. The lightweight MobileNetV2 (53 layers) and efficient SSD (21 layers) help achieve this by reducing computational load. 

The custom CNN, with six layers, is optimized to process details quickly, while the process_anomaly_frame_live() function uses cosine 

similarity for fast anomaly scoring. This objective is critical for places like smart cities or public events, where delays in spotting crimes 

like theft or violence could lead to harm. Fast processing makes the system practical for security teams needing immediate alerts, 

ensuring quick responses to incidents like sudden fights or abandoned objects in crowded settings. 

Training Stability 

The system aims to maintain stable training to ensure reliable detection of anomalies like murder or loitering. The GAN is trained in 

stages: 50 epochs for the discriminator, 5 epochs for generator warmup, and 80 epochs of joint training with smoothed labels (0.9), 

implemented via train_gan(). This structured approach prevents issues like mode collapse, where the GAN fails to learn diverse 

anomalies, or unstable learning, which could lead to poor detection of crimes like theft. Stable training ensures the generator (four 

layers) and discriminator (four layers) work together effectively, modeling normal patterns and spotting deviations like crowd panic. 

This objective is crucial for making the system consistent in real-world settings, like police operations, where unreliable detection could 

miss serious crimes. By keeping training stable, the system can handle various urban conditions, ensuring robust performance across 

different datasets and scenarios. 

2. LITERATURE SURVEY 

2.1 General Framework of Criminal Anomaly Detection Using GAN with MobileNets 

The framework for criminal anomaly detection in surveillance systems is a multifaceted process that integrates advanced deep learning 

techniques to address the challenges of identifying and restoring anomalous visual data [14]. The proposed system leverages a hybrid 

architecture combining a Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) for image restoration, MobileNetV2 for efficient feature extraction, a 

custom Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) for detailed pattern analysis, and Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD) for real-time 

object detection [1][2][3][6][8]. This section reviews the general framework, its theoretical underpinnings, and its alignment with the 

project’s implementation, which processes a custom dataset of normal and anomalous images extracted from surveillance videos 

[13][15]. 

Overview of the Framework 

The general framework begins with the acquisition of raw surveillance videos, which are processed to extract frames for analysis [19]. 

These frames are categorized into normal (clear, stable scenes) and anomalous (degraded or suspicious activities) classes, forming a 

custom dataset tailored to simulate real-world surveillance challenges [13][15]. The dataset is preprocessed to resize images to 224x224 

pixels and normalize pixel values to [0, 1], as implemented in the load_images() function [5][19]. This preprocessing ensures 

compatibility with MobileNetV2’s 53-layer architecture, which is fine-tuned for transfer learning, and a custom six-layer CNN 

designed to capture local spatial patterns [2][9]. 

The core of the framework is a GAN comprising a generator and discriminator [1]. The generator, built with dense layers (2048 → 

1024 → 512 → feature dimension), reconstructs features from degraded inputs, aiming to produce representations akin to normal 

images [1][6]. The discriminator, with layers of 512 → 256 → 128 → 1, evaluates whether features are real (normal) or generated 

(anomalous) [1][10]. The build_generator() and build_discriminator() functions implement these components, using L1/L2 

regularization and dropout to prevent overfitting [5]. The combined feature extractor, constructed via 

build_combined_feature_extractor(), merges MobileNetV2’s 1280-dimensional output with the CNN’s 1024-dimensional output, 

yielding a robust 2304-dimensional feature vector for classification and restoration [2][9][12] 

Real-time detection is achieved using SSD MobileNetV2, sourced from TensorFlow Hub, which processes video frames to detect 

objects and classify regions as normal or anomalous based on cosine similarity with stored feature vectors [3][4][13]. The 

detect_anomalies_live() function implements this pipeline, overlaying bounding boxes and similarity scores on frames, making the 

system suitable for applications like smart city surveillance and law enforcement [13][14]. 

Theoretical Foundations 

The framework draws inspiration from seminal works in anomaly detection, such as STem-GAN, which emphasizes generative 

modeling for restoring temporal and spatial anomalies in videos [10][11]. Unlike STem-GAN’s focus on temporal coherence, the 

proposed system prioritizes spatial feature restoration, leveraging MobileNetV2’s efficiency and the custom CNN’s depth to handle 

diverse anomaly types (e.g., blur, noise, suspicious behavior) [2][9][10]. The use of GANs aligns with Goodfellow et al. (2014), who 

introduced adversarial training to generate realistic data distributions [2]. MobileNetV2, as proposed by Sandler et al. (2018), offers a 

lightweight architecture with depthwise separable convolutions, making it ideal for real-time applications [12]. The custom CNN’s 

layered structure (32 to 1024 filters) enhances feature granularity, addressing limitations in pretrained models for anomaly-specific 

tasks [9]. 

STem-GAN approach 
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The STem-GAN (Spatio-Temporal Generative Adversarial Network) is a deep learning framework designed to generate or restore 

images or video frames by modeling spatial (S) and temporal (Tem) dependencies using Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) 

[10][11]. 

This architecture is especially useful in tasks such as: 

 Video frame prediction or restoration 

 Medical imaging reconstruction 

 Digital artifact restoration 

 Surveillance footage anomaly detection 

 

Core Idea of STem-GAN: 

STem-GAN combines spatial features (what is in the frame) and temporal features (how things change over time) to learn better 

representations and produce more realistic and consistent outputs [10][11]. 

 

Implementation Details 

The project’s code implements the framework through a structured pipeline [5]. The load_images() function extracts and preprocesses 

frames from the custom dataset, stored in NORMAL and ANOMALY directories [5][19]. Features are extracted using 

build_combined_feature_extractor() and cached in .npy files for efficiency, a novel adaptation that reduces computational overhead 

[2][9]. The GAN training, handled by train_gan(), involves pretraining the discriminator for 50 epochs, warming up the generator, and 

running adversarial training for 80 epochs [1][6]. The training achieves ~96–98% accuracy, with overfitting controlled below 10% 

using regularization [1][11]. The process_anomaly_frame_live() function integrates SSD for object detection, enabling real-time 

anomaly scoring [3][4][13]. 

 

Comparison with Existing Frameworks 

 

Compared to traditional frameworks like 3D CNNs (Tran et al., 2015) [17] and two-stream models (Simonyan & Zisserman, 2014) 

[17], the proposed system offers a hybrid approach that balances restoration and classification [8]. While 3D CNNs capture temporal 

dynamics, they are computationally intensive [17]. The project’s use of MobileNetV2 and SSD ensures low-latency processing, critical 

for real-time surveillance [2][3][12]. The custom dataset, with its focus on degraded and suspicious frames, addresses gaps in datasets 

like UCF-Crime, which lack sufficient anomalous samples for restoration tasks [13][15]. 
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Figure 2.1: General Framework of Criminal Anomaly Detection Using GAN with MobileNets 

 

This diagram illustrates the end-to-end pipeline, from video input to anomaly detection, highlighting the integration of preprocessing, 

feature extraction, GAN training, and SSD-based classification. 

Significance 

The framework’s ability to restore degraded images while classifying anomalies makes it a significant advancement in surveillance 

technology. Its use of a custom dataset ensures applicability to real-world scenarios, and the hybrid architecture optimizes both 

accuracy and efficiency. 
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2.2 VIDEO PREPROCESSING 

Video preprocessing is a foundational step in anomaly detection systems, ensuring raw surveillance data is transformed into a format 

suitable for deep learning models. This section reviews preprocessing techniques, their implementation in the project’s code, and their 

alignment with existing literature, such as the STem-GAN approach. 

 

 

Preprocessing Overview 

Preprocessing involves extracting frames from surveillance videos, resizing them to a uniform 224x224 resolution, and normalizing 

pixel values to [0, 1]. The project’s load_images() function, implemented using OpenCV, performs these tasks, ensuring compatibility 

with MobileNetV2’s input requirements. The custom dataset, comprising normal and anomalous frames, is preprocessed to mitigate 

computational strain and enhance model convergence, addressing challenges like variable lighting and resolution common in urban 

surveillance. 

Techniques and Implementation 

The preprocessing pipeline begins with frame extraction, where videos are sampled at a uniform interval (e.g., every 5 frames) to 

balance temporal coverage and computational efficiency. This mirrors the STem-GAN approach, which uses OpenCV to extract frames 

at native FPS, preserving temporal coherence. The load_images() function resizes frames to 224x224 pixels, a resolution chosen to 

align with MobileNetV2’s architecture while minimizing memory usage. Normalization to [0, 1] ensures consistent input ranges, 

facilitating stable training. Gaussian blurring, implemented via OpenCV, reduces noise and artifacts, complementing the literature’s 

emphasis on frame integrity. 

Literature Context 

Preprocessing techniques in anomaly detection, as reviewed by Hasan et al. (2016), emphasize the importance of noise reduction and 

resolution standardization. The STem-GAN framework uses similar strategies, applying histogram equalization and Gaussian filters to 

enhance frame quality. The project’s approach extends this by caching preprocessed features in .npy files, a novel optimization that 

reduces redundant processing, unlike the static preprocessing in STem-GAN. 

Challenges and Solutions 

Urban surveillance videos often exhibit diverse conditions (e.g., low light, motion blur). The project addresses these by applying 

augmentation techniques (e.g., rotation, brightness adjustment) during preprocessing, enhancing model robustness. The choice of 

224x224 resolution balances quality and computational cost, validated through empirical testing to ensure real-time performance with 

the custom CNN’s 1024-filter layer. 

Significance 

Preprocessing ensures data consistency, enabling the GAN and MobileNetV2 to focus on learning meaningful patterns. The caching 

strategy and uniform sampling enhance scalability, making the system adaptable to large datasets like UMN and UCSD, as referenced 

in the literature. 

 

2.3 VIDEO FRAGMENTATION 

Video fragmentation involves selecting key frames from surveillance videos for analysis, a critical step for efficient anomaly detection. 

This section explores fragmentation techniques, their implementation in the project, and their alignment with existing methods. 

Fragmentation Overview 

The project employs uniform sampling to extract frames from the custom dataset’s NORMAL and ANOMALY directories, 

implemented via the load_images() function. This ensures temporal balance, avoiding missed events while reducing redundancy. The 

approach aligns with STem- GAN’s method of selecting frames to maintain key-frame integrity, but it introduces a fixed 5- frame 

interval to optimize computational load. 

Implementation Details 

The load_images() function uses OpenCV to extract frames at a uniform interval, processing high- frame-rate videos (e.g., 25 FPS) 

efficiently. This supports scalability across datasets like UMN, ensuring critical events are captured. The code checks for valid image 

formats (.jpg, .png) and resizes frames to 224x224, aligning with MobileNetV2’s requirements. 

Literature Context 

Fragmentation strategies, as discussed by Sultani et al. (2018), emphasize uniform sampling to balance temporal coverage. STem-GAN 

adopts a similar approach, but the project’s fixed interval sampling is refined through empirical testing to suit the custom CNN’s 

layered structure. Random or adaptive sampling, as suggested in the literature, could address potential biases, a future enhancement for 

the system. 

Challenges and Solutions 

Long video sequences in surveillance require efficient fragmentation to avoid computational overload. The project’s uniform sampling 

reduces redundancy while retaining critical data, validated through testing on diverse datasets. The approach ensures compatibility with 

real-time detection, a key requirement for surveillance applications. 

Significance 

Fragmentation enables the system to process large video datasets efficiently, supporting real-time anomaly detection with high 

accuracy. The fixed interval strategy optimizes performance, making the system scalable and practical. 
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2.4 FEATURE EXTRACTION 

Feature extraction is the backbone of the proposed system, enabling the identification of normal and anomalous patterns. This section 

reviews feature extraction techniques, their implementation, and their alignment with the literature. 

 

 

Feature Extraction Overview 

The project uses a dual-stream feature extractor combining MobileNetV2 (53 layers, 16 convolutional blocks) and a custom six-layer 

CNN (32 to 1024 filters). The build_combined_feature_extractor() function merges these outputs into a 2304-dimensional vector, 

cached in .npy files for efficiency. This approach enhances robustness, capturing both semantic and local features. 

 

 

Implementation Details 

MobileNetV2 leverages transfer learning, extracting 1280-dimensional features, while the custom CNN, with layers of increasing depth 

(32, 64, 128, 256, 512, 1024 filters), captures local patterns. The build_cnn_feature_extractor() function implements max pooling and 

ReLU activation, preserving spatial hierarchies. Features are normalized and stored for real-time classification and clustering. 

Literature Context 

Feature extraction in anomaly detection, as reviewed by Chandola et al. (2009), emphasizes hierarchical feature learning. STem-GAN 

uses WiderResNet for feature extraction, but the project’s dual-stream approach offers greater flexibility, addressing blurry predictions 

with the CNN’s depth. The use of .npy caching, inspired by I/O optimization strategies, is a novel contribution. 

Challenges and Solutions 

Complex surveillance scenes require diverse feature sets. The project’s combination of MobileNetV2 and CNN addresses this, 

validated through testing on the custom dataset. Batch processing ensures scalability, handling large datasets efficiently. 

Significance 

The dual-stream feature extractor enhances detection accuracy, making the system robust to diverse anomalies. Caching optimizes 

performance, supporting real-time applications. 

 

2.5 REVIEW ON EXISTING APPROACHES 

Video anomaly detection is a critical research area in computer vision, particularly for surveillance applications where identifying 

unusual events or degraded footage is essential. This section reviews existing approaches to video anomaly detection, categorized into 

early methods, modern techniques (including optical flow, spatiotemporal, supervised deep learning, and unsupervised deep learning), 

and compares them with the proposed system, which leverages a custom dataset, Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs), 

MobileNetV2, a custom Convolutional Neural Network (CNN), and Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD). The review contextualizes 

the project’s contributions, highlighting its novel hybrid approach for restoration and real-time classification, validated on a custom 

dataset of normal and anomalous surveillance frames. 

2.5.1 Early Approaches 

Early convolutional neural network (CNN) architectures laid the foundation for modern video anomaly detection. AlexNet (Krizhevsky 

et al., 2012) introduced an eight-layer architecture with five convolutional layers (using 11x11 to 3x3 kernels) and three fully connected 

layers, achieving groundbreaking results on ImageNet with ~63% top-5 accuracy. Its deep structure enabled hierarchical feature 

learning, making it suitable for spatial pattern detection in images. However, its computational complexity limited its use in real-time 

video tasks. InceptionV3 (Szegedy et al., 2016), with 48 layers and inception modules, improved efficiency by using factorized 

convolutions, achieving ~78% top-5 accuracy on ImageNet. It excelled in capturing multi-scale features, relevant for detecting diverse 

anomalies like loitering or accidents. 

In the proposed project, the custom six-layer CNN (32 to 1024 filters, 3x3 kernels, ReLU activation) draws inspiration from these 

architectures, prioritizing anomaly-specific features over pretrained constraints. Unlike AlexNet’s heavy computation, the project’s 

CNN uses max pooling and GlobalAveragePooling2D for efficiency, aligning with MobileNetV2’s lightweight design. The 

build_cnn_feature_extractor() function implements this, producing 1024-dimensional features that complement MobileNetV2’s 1280-

dimensional output. Early approaches struggled with video data due to their static image focus, whereas the project’s hybrid framework, 

validated at ~96% accuracy, addresses dynamic surveillance challenges, as tested on the custom dataset under varied lighting 

conditions. 

2.5.2 Modern Approaches: Optical Flow Approaches 

Optical flow approaches model motion patterns in video sequences to detect anomalies, leveraging pixel-level motion vectors. Lucas-

Kanade (Lucas & Kanade, 1981) and Farnebäck (Farnebäck, 2003) are foundational methods, estimating motion by analyzing 

brightness constancy between frames. These methods compute dense or sparse flow fields, identifying anomalies like sudden crowd 

movements. Liu et al. (2018) integrated optical flow with CNNs, achieving ~84% AUC on the UCSD dataset by combining motion and 

appearance features. Optical flow excels in capturing temporal anomalies but struggles with complex scenes due to noise sensitivity and 

high computational cost. 

In the project, optical flow is not directly implemented, but the detect_anomalies_live() function indirectly captures motion through 

SSD-based object detection, processing frames at 25 FPS. The custom dataset includes anomalous frames with motion-related 

distortions (e.g., blur), which the GAN’s generator, built via build_generator(), restores to clear representations. Unlike optical flow’s 

pixel-level analysis, the project uses MobileNetV2 and a custom CNN to extract spatial features, achieving ~96% accuracy. Optical 

flow’s high computational cost (e.g., ~0.5s per frame) contrasts with the project’s low-latency SSD pipeline, validated for real-time 

surveillance. Future integration of optical flow, as suggested by STem-GAN, could enhance temporal anomaly detection, 

complementing the project’s spatial focus. 
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2.5.3 Modern Approaches: Spatiotemporal Approaches 

Spatiotemporal approaches model both spatial and temporal patterns, crucial for video anomaly detection. 3D CNNs (Tran et al., 2015), 

such as C3D, use 3D convolutional kernels (e.g., 3x3x3) to capture spatial and temporal features, achieving ~82% AUC on UCF-101 

for action recognition. Their ability to learn motion patterns suits anomaly detection but requires significant computational resources 

(~1M parameters). Temporal Shift Modules (TSM) (Lin et al., 2019) shift feature channels along the temporal dimension, offering 

efficient temporal modeling with ~85% accuracy on UCF-101, reducing computational overhead compared to 3D CNNs. Two-stream 

models (Simonyan & Zisserman, 2014) combine spatial CNNs and optical flow, achieving ~88% AUC on UCSD. 

The project’s build_combined_feature_extractor() merges MobileNetV2’s 53-layer spatial features with a custom six-layer CNN, 

focusing on spatial anomalies like blur or suspicious behavior. While lacking explicit temporal modeling, the system processes video 

frames sequentially via detect_anomalies_live(), achieving ~96% accuracy on the custom dataset. Spatiotemporal methods’ 

computational intensity (e.g., 3D CNNs’ ~1s per frame) contrasts with the project’s lightweight MobileNetV2 and SSD, optimized for 

real-time detection. STem-GAN’s temporal focus suggests future enhancements, such as integrating TSM to capture motion patterns, 

enhancing the system’s ability to detect dynamic anomalies in surveillance footage. 

2.5.4 Modern Approaches: Supervised Deep Learning 

Supervised deep learning approaches rely on labeled datasets to train models for anomaly detection. VGG16 (Simonyan & Zisserman, 

2014) and ResNet50 (He et al., 2016) use deep convolutional architectures (16 and 50 layers, respectively) to learn hierarchical 

features, achieving ~90% AUC on UCF-Crime for labeled anomaly detection. Sultani et al. (2018) proposed a multiple-instance 

learning framework, using weakly supervised labels to achieve ~75% AUC on UCF-Crime, addressing partial labeling challenges. 

These methods excel in scenarios with abundant labeled data but struggle with imbalanced or scarce anomaly samples. 

The project’s supervised approach uses a custom dataset with labeled normal and anomalous frames, processed by load_images() and 

classified via a GAN discriminator (build_discriminator()). The combined MobileNetV2 and custom CNN extractor, implemented in 

build_combined_feature_extractor(), produces 2304-dimensional features, achieving ~96% accuracy. The train_gan() function trains 

the discriminator on real and fake features, using binary cross-entropy loss and achieving ~94% validation accuracy. Unlike VGG16’s 

heavy computation (~138M parameters), MobileNetV2’s lightweight design (~3.4M parameters) ensures real-time performance. The 

project’s focus on restoration and classification, validated on degraded footage, addresses gaps in supervised methods, which often 

overlook image quality issues, making it suitable for urban surveillance applications. 

2.5.5 Modern Approaches: Unsupervised Deep Learning 

Unsupervised deep learning approaches detect anomalies without labeled data, relying on reconstruction or clustering. Autoencoders 

(Hinton & Salakhutdinov, 2006) reconstruct normal data, flagging high reconstruction errors as anomalies, achieving ~80% AUC on 

UCSD. GAN- based methods, like AnoGAN (Schlegl et al., 2017), use generative modeling to learn normal data distributions, 

detecting anomalies with ~78% AUC on medical datasets. STem-GAN (Morawski et al., 2021) extends this to videos, using temporal 

GANs to achieve ~85% AUC on UCSD by reconstructing normal sequences. 

The project’s GAN, implemented via build_generator() and build_discriminator(), learns to restore anomalous frames, aligning with 

unsupervised principles, though it uses supervised labels for classification. The custom dataset’s normal and anomalous frames are 

processed to extract features, stored in .npy files, and classified using cosine similarity in process_anomaly_frame_live(). The system 

achieves ~96% accuracy, surpassing AnoGAN’s performance due to its hybrid supervised-unsupervised approach. Unsupervised 

methods struggle with complex anomalies, whereas the project’s MobileNetV2 and CNN combination captures diverse features, 

validated on degraded footage. Future work could adopt fully unsupervised techniques, like STem-GAN’s temporal reconstruction, to 

reduce reliance on labeled data, enhancing scalability for real-world surveillance. 

2.5.6 Comparison with Proposed System 

Unlike computationally intensive 3D CNNs and two-stream models, the proposed system uses lightweight MobileNetV2 (53 layers, 

~3.4M parameters) and SSD for real-time detection, achieving ~96% accuracy on the custom dataset. Optical flow methods, like Liu et 

al. (2018), are sensitive to noise, whereas the project’s GAN-based restoration, implemented in build_generator(), handles degraded 

footage effectively. Spatiotemporal approaches (e.g., TSM) offer temporal modeling but require high computational resources (~1s per 

frame), contrasting with the project’s low-latency pipeline (~0.1s per frame). Supervised methods like ResNet50 rely on extensive 

labeled data, while the project balances supervised classification with unsupervised restoration, addressing scarce anomaly samples. 

Unsupervised methods like AnoGAN struggle with complex scenes, but the project’s hybrid feature extractor 

(build_combined_feature_extractor()) 

captures both semantic and local patterns. The integration of SSD for object detection, as in detect_anomalies_live(), enhances real-

time applicability, unlike traditional methods focused on post-processing. The project’s ability to restore and classify anomalies 

simultaneously, validated on the custom dataset, fills gaps in existing approaches, making it ideal for urban surveillance. 

 

2.6 CRIMINAL ANOMALY DETECTION DATASETS 

 

The project, "Criminal Anomaly Detection using GAN with MobileNet," aims to develop a robust system for detecting anomalies in 

surveillance footage by integrating deep learning-based restoration (using Generative Adversarial Networks, GANs) with semantic 

classification (via MobileNet and a custom CNN). The dataset is a critical component, designed to simulate real- world surveillance 

scenarios where visual data may be degraded due to environmental factors or intentional manipulation. 

 

2.6.1 Dataset Structure, Objective, and Classification 

The dataset, referred to as ANOMALY.zip, is organized into two primary directories to facilitate supervised learning: 

ANOMALY/ 

│ 
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├── normal/ 

│  ├── image_001.jpg 

 

│  ├── image_002.jpg 

│  └── ... 

│ 

└── anomaly/ 

├── image_001.jpg 

├── image_002.jpg 

└── ... 

 Normal Images: These represent clear, stable, and non-threatening scenes typically observed in surveillance footage, 

such as everyday activities in public spaces. 

 Anomaly Images: These include images that are blurry, noisy, dark, or depict unusual human behavior indicative of 

potential criminal activity. Anomalies may also include synthetically degraded frames to simulate real-world 

distortions. 

Each directory contains images extracted as frames from video sequences, making the dataset temporally rich and suitable for real-time 

detection tasks. 

2.6.2 Dataset Type and Properties 

 Format: Images are stored in .jpg or .png formats, standard for computer vision tasks. 

 Size: All images are resized to 224x224 pixels to ensure compatibility with MobileNetV2’s input requirements. 

 Channels: RGB (3-channel) for color images, though grayscale may be used in specific preprocessing steps. 

 Labels: Supervised binary classification with labels Normal = 0 and Anomaly= 1. 

 Pixel Values: Normalized to the range [0, 1] or [-1, 1] to align with deep learning model requirements. 

 

2.6.3 Dataset Objective 

The dataset serves two primary purposes: 

1. Restoration: The GAN’s generator learns to reconstruct clear features from distorted anomaly images, simulating the 

recovery of low-quality surveillance footage. 

2. Classification: The MobileNet-based feature extractor, combined with a custom CNN, distinguishes between normal 

and anomalous scenes by analyzing deep features. 

 

This real-world surveillance challenges, such as identifying criminal activity in degraded footage, which is critical for applications in 

law enforcement and smart city monitoring. 

2.6.4 Image Quality and Frame Extraction 

 Normal Images: Characterized by clear edges, proper lighting, and stable structures, representing typical surveillance 

scenarios. 

 Anomaly Images: Simulate real-world corruptions (e.g., low light, fog, motion blur) or depict suspicious behaviors, 

such as unusual gestures or activities. 

 Frame-Based Approach: Images are extracted frames from surveillance videos, treated as standalone inputs to 

emulate real-time detection. This approach ensures temporal diversity while maintaining computational efficiency. 
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2.6 fig: Anomaly Images dataset 
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2.6 fig: Normal Images dataset 
 

 

2.6.5 Train-Test Split 

The dataset is split into: 

 Training Set: 80% of the data, used to train the GAN and classifier. 

 Testing Set: 20% of the data, reserved for evaluating model generalization on unseen samples. 

This 80-20 split balances model training and validation, ensuring robust performance without overfitting. The dataset maintains a 

balanced distribution of normal and anomaly images to prevent class imbalance. 

 

2.7 METHODOLOGY 

Overview of the Research Methodology 

The research methodology for the Criminal Anomaly Detection using GAN with MobileNet project provides a systematic framework 

for developing and evaluating a hybrid deep learning system tailored for surveillance applications. This methodology encompasses 

dataset preparation, model architecture design, training, real-time detection, and evaluation. By leveraging a custom dataset of normal 

and anomalous images extracted from surveillance videos, the system achieves high accuracy (~96%) in detecting and restoring 

anomalies. The methodology is implemented through a series of well-defined steps, including preprocessing, feature extraction, GAN 

training, and live detection using Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD). The train_gan() function orchestrates adversarial training, 

while detect_anomalies_live() enables real-time anomaly scoring. Feature visualization via PCA confirms class separation, ensuring 

robust performance. This structured approach ensures reproducibility and scalability, making the system viable for real- world urban 

security applications. 

Dataset Preparation 

Dataset preparation is the first step, involving the creation of a custom dataset split into NORMAL and ANOMALY directories. Videos 

are processed using the load_images() function, which extracts frames at a uniform 5-frame interval, resizes them to 224x224 pixels, 

and normalizes pixel values to [0, 1]. The dataset is divided into an 80% training set and a 20% testing set to ensure robust model 

generalization. This split balances the need for sufficient training data with the evaluation of unseen samples. The custom dataset 

simulates real-world surveillance challenges, including degraded visuals (e.g., blur, noise) and suspicious behaviors, making it suitable 

for training the GAN and MobileNetV2-CNN hybrid. Augmentation techniques, such as rotation and brightness adjustment, enhance 

dataset diversity, addressing variability in lighting and resolution. 

Model Architecture Design 

The model architecture integrates a GAN, MobileNetV2, a custom CNN, and SSD. The build_combined_feature_extractor() function 

combines MobileNetV2’s 1280-dimensional semantic features with the CNN’s 1024-dimensional local features, forming a 2304-

dimensional vector. The GAN’s generator, implemented via build_generator(), uses dense layers (2048 → 1024 

→ 512) to reconstruct features from a 200-dimensional latent space. The discriminator, built with build_discriminator(), employs layers 

(512 → 256 → 128 → 1) to classify features as real or fake. SSD MobileNetV2, sourced from TensorFlow Hub, enables real-time 

object detection. This hybrid design leverages transfer learning for efficiency and custom layers for anomaly-specific feature capture, 

ensuring robust performance in complex surveillance scenarios. 

Training Process 
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The training process, implemented in train_gan(), follows a three-stage approach: discriminator pretraining, generator warmup, and 

adversarial training. The discriminator is pretrained for 50 epochs on real and fake features, using binary cross-entropy loss and Adam 

optimizer (learning rate 2e-5). The generator is warmed up to stabilize learning, followed by 80 epochs of adversarial training. The 

training achieves ~96–98% accuracy, with validation accuracy of ~94–96%. Overfitting is controlled below 10% using L1/L2 

regularization and dropout (0.2). The best model, based on combined accuracy and loss, is saved as a.keras file. Training metrics are 

visualized using Matplotlib, plotting accuracy and loss curves to monitor performance and ensure convergence. 

Real-Time Detection 

Real-time detection is implemented via detect_anomalies_live(), which processes video frames using SSD to detect objects, extracts 

features with the combined extractor, and classifies regions as normal or anomalous using cosine similarity. The function overlays 

bounding boxes with labels and similarity scores, using OpenCV and Tkinter for visualization. Frames are resized to fit screen 

dimensions, and a navigation bar displays timestamps, enabling user interaction. This pipeline ensures low-latency detection, critical for 

applications like smart city surveillance. The system’s ability to handle high-frame-rate videos (e.g., 25 FPS) is validated through 

testing, demonstrating scalability and real-world applicability. 

Feature Visualization and Evaluation 

Feature visualization is achieved using PCA, implemented in the project to reduce 2304- dimensional feature vectors to 2D for 

clustering. The normal_features_combinedss.npy and anomaly_features_combinedss.npy files store extracted features, visualized as 

green (normal) and red (anomaly) dots. Clear cluster separation confirms the model’s ability to distinguish classes. Evaluation metrics, 

including training and validation accuracy/loss, are computed during training, with overfitting and underfitting ratios monitored. The 

system’s performance (~96% accuracy) is validated on the test set, ensuring robust generalization. Visualizations and metrics are 

plotted using Matplotlib, providing insights into model behavior. 

Significance of the Methodology 

The methodology’s structured approach ensures reproducibility through well-defined steps and cached features, reducing computational 

overhead. Its scalability supports large datasets and real- time applications, addressing urban security needs. The integration of GAN for 

restoration and MobileNetV2-CNN-SSD for classification offers a novel solution, validated through high accuracy and robust 

visualization. 

 

3. CNN Model 

3.3.1 Convolutional Layer 

The custom CNN’s convolutional layers, as defined in build_cnn_feature_extractor(), are pivotal for extracting localized features from 

input frames. Each layer uses 3x3 kernels with ReLU activation, and the dimensional changes are calculated based on the input size, 

kernel size, stride, and padding. Starting with an input of 224x224x3: 

 

 Layer 1: Input is 224x224x3 (width x height x channels). With a 3x3 kernel, 32 filters, and no padding (valid padding), the 

output spatial dimensions are calculated as | (224 - 3 + 1) 

 / 1 | = 222 $, resulting in 222x222x32. The number of parameters is (3.3.3.32 + 32) = 896 

 $, where 3x3x3 accounts for the kernel weights across input channels, and 32 is the bias term. 

 Layer 2: 64 filters, input 222x222x32, output 110x110x64 after max pooling. 

 After convolution (220x220x64, parameters = 3 *3 *32 *64 + 64 = 18,496 ), max pooling (2x2, stride 2) halves dimensions to 

110x110. 

 Layer 3: 128 filters, input 110x110x64, output 54x54x128. 

 Convolution yields 108x108x128 (parameters 3 *3 *64 *128 + 128 = 73,856 ), pooling to 54x54. 

 Layer 4: 256 filters, input 54x54x128, output 26x26x256. 

 Convolution to 52x52x256 (parameters = 3 *3 *128 * 256 + 256 = 295,168 $), pooling to 26x26. 

 Layer 5: 512 filters, input 26x26x256, output 12x12x512. 

 Convolution to 24x24x512 (parameters = 3 *3 *256 * 512 + 512 = 1,180,160 ), pooling to 12x12. 

 Layer 6: 1024 filters, input 12x12x512, output 5x5x1024. 

 Convolution to 10x10x1024 (parameters = 3 *3 *512 * 1024 + 1024 = 4,719,872 $), pooling to 5x5, followed by 

GlobalAveragePooling2D to 1024 

 

Layer Filters Input Shape Output Shape Parameters 

1 32 224x224x3 222x222x32 896 

2 64 222x222x32 110x110x64 18,496 

3 128 110x110x64 54x54x128 73,856 

4 256 54x54x128 26x26x256 295,168 

5 512 26x26x256 12x12x512 1,180,160 

6 1024 12x12x512 5x5x1024 4,719,616 

 

Table: CNN Layer Details 
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Total parameters across convolutional layers exceed 6.2 million, with each layer’s receptive field expanding to capture hierarchical 

features, validated by the code’s feature extraction process. 

 

 

3.3.2 Pooling Layer 

The max pooling layers, applied after each convolutional layer, reduce spatial dimensions while retaining dominant features. Each 2x2 

pool with stride 2 halves the height and width: 

 

 

 After Layer 1: 222x222x32 to 111x111x32. 

 After Layer 2: 111x111x64 to 55x55x64. 

 After Layer 3: 55x55x128 to 27x27x128. 

 After Layer 4: 27x27x256 to 13x13x256. 

 After Layer 5: 13x13x512 to 6x6x512. 

 

 

The final GlobalAveragePooling2D reduces 5x5x1024 to a 1024-dimensional vector, with 0.3 dropout preventing overfitting, ensuring 

computational efficiency during real-time processing. 

3.3.3 Fully Connected Layers 

The CNN omits traditional fully connected layers, relying on GlobalAveragePooling2D to produce the 1024-dimensional output. This 

design minimizes parameters, with the vector integrated into the GAN pipeline, enhancing detection accuracy. 

3.3.4 Training Workflow of CNN 

The CNN is trained implicitly within the GAN framework via build_combined_feature_extractor() and train_gan(). Features are 

extracted using feature_extractor.predict(), cached as .npy files, and used in the 80-epoch joint training phase. The Adam optimizer 

(learning rate 2e-5) and ReLU activation ensure convergence, with the workflow validated through the code’s performance metrics. 

 

3.4 Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) 

3.4.1 Generator Architecture 

The generator, constructed with build_generator(), transforms 200-dimensional noise into a 2304- dimensional feature vector. The 

detailed layer structure, with parameter calculations based on the code, is: 

 

 

 Layer 1: 2048 units, ReLU, L1_L2 (1e-5, 1e-4), input 200. Parameters = (200 * 2048 + 2048) = 409,600 + 2048 = 411,648 . 

 Layer 2: 2048 units, input 2048. Parameters = (2048 * 2048 + 2048) = 4,194,048 + 2048= 4,196,096 . 

 Layer 3: 1024 units, input 2048. Parameters = (2048 * 1024 + 1024) = 2,097,152 + 1024= 2,098,176 . 

 Layer 4: 512 units, input 1024. Parameters =  (1024 * 512 + 512) = 524,288 + 512 =524,800 . 

 Layer 5: 2304 units, input 512, linear activation. Parameters = $ (512 * 2304 + 2304) =1,179,648 + 2304 = 1,181,952 . 
 

 

Batch normalization and 0.2 dropout regularize training, with MSE loss driving feature reconstruction. The input noise vector (200-

dimensional) maps to the 2304-dimensional output, integrated into the discriminator. 

3.4.2 Discriminator Architecture 

The discriminator, built with build_discriminator(), classifies 2304-dimensional inputs: 

 Layer 1: 512 units, input 2304. Parameters = (2304*512 + 512) = 1,179,648 + 512 =1,180,160 . 

 Layer 2: 256 units, input 512. Parameters = (512 * 256 + 256) = 131,072 + 256 =131,328 . 

 Layer 3: 128 units, input 256. Parameters = (256 *128 + 128) = 32,768 + 128 = 32,896 . 

 Layer 4: 1 unit, input 128, sigmoid. Parameters = (128 *1 + 1) = 129 $. 

 

Binary cross-entropy loss and LeakyReLU (slope 0.2) enable classification, with the 2304- dimensional input from the combined 

extractor mapping to a 0-1 output. 

 

Component Layer Units Input Shape Output Shape Parameters 

Generator 1 2048 200 2048 411,648 

 2 2048 2048 2048 4,196,096 

 3 1024 2048 1024 2,098,176 

 4 512 1024 512 524,800 
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 5 2304 512 2304 1,181,952 

Discriminator 1 512 2304 512 1,180,160 

 2 256 512 256 131,328 

 3 128 256 128 32,896 

 4 1 128 1 129 

 

Table: GAN Layer Details 

 

3.4.3 Training Workflow 

The training, managed by train_gan(), includes: 

 Pretraining (50 epochs): Discriminator trains on real features with Adam (2e-5). 

 Warmup (5 epochs): Generator initializes with frozen discriminator. 

 Joint Training (80 epochs): Adversarial training with smoothed labels (0.9), validated through testing. 

 

3.5 MobileNetV2 

3.5.1 Architecture and Details 

MobileNetV2, implemented via a feature extraction function, is a 53-layer convolutional neural network designed for efficiency, 

featuring 16 inverted residual blocks. Pretrained on a large-scale image dataset, it processes 224x224x3 input frames, producing a 1280-

dimensional feature vector. The architecture employs depthwise separable convolutions, reducing computational complexity to 

approximately 300 million floating-point operations (MFLOPs) with around 3.5 million parameters. This lightweight design, originally 

developed for mobile and embedded vision applications, is adapted here for real-time anomaly detection, leveraging its pretrained 

weights to extract robust spatial features from video frames. 

The network’s structure is built around inverted residuals and linear bottlenecks, which invert the traditional residual connection by 

expanding channels before applying depthwise convolutions and then projecting back to a lower dimension. This approach minimizes 

memory usage and computational cost, making it ideal for integration with other models in a resource-constrained environment. The 

output is taken before the classification layer, focusing on feature extraction rather than classification, which aligns with the system’s 

goal of feeding features into the GAN for anomaly modeling. The architecture’s efficiency is validated through its ability to process 

frames at a high frame rate, contributing to the system’s real-time performance. 

 

3.5.2 Layer Structure 

MobileNetV2, implemented via a feature extraction function, is a 53-layer convolutional neural network designed for efficiency, 

featuring 16 inverted residual blocks. Pretrained on a large-scale image dataset, it processes 224x224x3 input frames, producing a 1280-

dimensional feature vector. 

The layer structure of MobileNetV2, as derived from the code’s build_feature_extractor() using tf.keras.applications.MobileNetV2, is 

detailed below with parameter calculations based on the network’s design: 

 

 
Fig: MobileNetV2 Architecture 

 

Initial Convolution: 

 Input: 224x224x3. 

 Layer: 1x1 convolution with 32 filters, 3x3 kernel, stride 2. 

 Output: 112x112x32. 
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 Calculation: Spatial dimensions reduce by stride 2 (| (224 - 3 + 2) / 2 | + 1 = 112 ), channels increase to 32. Parameters = (3 

*3 * 3 * 32 + 32) = 896 (kernel weights + bias). 

Inverted Residual Blocks: 

Comprises 16 blocks with varying channel expansions and reductions, structured as follows: 

 Block 1: Input 112x112x32 → Expansion 1x1 (128 filters) → 3x3 depthwise (stride 1)→ Projection 1x1 (16 filters), output 

112x112x16. Parameters ≈ 2,048. 

 Block 2-4: Input 112x112x16 → Expansion (96 filters) → 3x3 depthwise (stride 2) → Projection (24 filters), output 

56x56x24. Parameters per block ≈ 2,304, total for 3 blocks≈ 6,912. 

 Block 5-7: Input 56x56x24 → Expansion (144 filters) → 3x3 depthwise → Projection (32 filters), output 28x28x32. 

Parameters per block ≈ 4,608, total ≈ 13,824. 

 Block 8-10: Input 28x28x32 → Expansion (192 filters) → 3x3 depthwise → Projection (64 filters), output 14x14x64. 

Parameters per block ≈ 6,912, total ≈ 20,736. 

 Block 11-13: Input 14x14x64 → Expansion (384 filters) → 3x3 depthwise → Projection (96 filters), output 14x14x96. 

Parameters per block ≈ 13,824, total ≈ 41,472. 

 Block 14-16: Input 14x14x96 → Expansion (576 filters) → 3x3 depthwise → Projection (160 filters), output 7x7x160. 

Parameters per block ≈ 20,736, total ≈ 62,208. 

Total parameters for 16 blocks ≈ 147,200 (approximated, varying by block configuration). 

 

 

Final Convolution: 

 Input: 7x7x160. 

 Layer: 1x1 convolution with 1280 filters. 

 Output: 7x7x1280. 

 Calculation: No spatial reduction, channels increase to 1280. Parameters = (160 * 1280+ 1280) = 204,800 + 1280 = 206,080 . 

 Global Average Pooling: 

 Input: 7x7x1280. 

 Output: 1280 (1x1x1280). 

No parameters, averages spatial dimensions. 

 

The total parameter count is approximately 3,538,976 (896 + 147,200 + 206,080 + pooling adjustments), aligning with the reported 3.5 

million. The output 1280-dimensional vector is extracted before the classification layer, feeding into the combined feature extractor. 

 

Layer Type Filters Input Shape Output Shape Parameters Notes 

Initial Conv 32 224x224x3 112x112x32 896 Stride 2 

Inverted Residual 1 16 112x112x32 112x112x16 2,048 Expansion 128 

Inverted Residual 2 24 112x112x16 56x56x24 2,304 Stride 2, 3 blocks 

Inverted Residual 5 32 56x56x24 28x28x32 4,608 3 blocks 

Inverted Residual 8 64 28x28x32 14x14x64 6,912 3 blocks 

Inverted Residual 11 96 14x14x64 14x14x96 13,824 3 blocks 

Inverted Residual 14 160 14x14x96 7x7x160 20,736 3 blocks 

Final Conv 1280 7x7x160 7x7x1280 206,080 1x1 convolution 

Global Pooling - 7x7x1280 1280 0 Average pooling 

Table: MobileNetV2 Layer Details 

 

 

 

3.5.3 Training and Integration 

MobileNetV2’s pretrained weights are frozen during training, leveraging transfer learning to utilize features learned from a large-scale 

image dataset. The build_feature_extractor() function loads the model with include_top=False and pooling='avg', ensuring the output is 

a 1280- dimensional vector after global average pooling. This vector is integrated with the custom CNN’s 1024-dimensional output in 

build_combined_feature_extractor() using a Concatenate() layer, producing a 2304-dimensional feature vector. The integration process 

involves passing the 224x224x3 input frame through both models simultaneously, with the combined output cached in 

.npy files for efficiency during GAN training. 

The frozen weights eliminate the need for retraining MobileNetV2, reducing computational overhead and preserving the pretrained 

feature space. The integration is validated through the system’s ability to process frames at approximately 20 frames per second, 

demonstrating real-time feasibility. The 1280-dimensional output serves as the starting point for the GAN’s generator and 

discriminator, mapping directly to the combined 2304-dimensional input space, which is critical for modeling normal patterns and 

detecting anomalies. 
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Feature Extraction Calculations MobileNetV2: 

 Input: 224x224x3 (150,528 values). 

 Output: 1280-dimensional vector. 

 Computational Cost: 300 MFLOPs, calculated based on depthwise separable convolutions (e.g., 112 * 112 * 32 * 3 + 112 * 

112 * 32 *1 per block, aggregated across 53 layers). 

 
 

Custom CNN: 

 Input: 224x224x3. 

 Output: 1024-dimensional vector. 

 Parameters: 6,288,192, derived from convolutional layer calculations. 

 

 

Combined: 

 Input to build_combined_feature_extractor(): 224x224x3. 

 Output: 2304-dimensional vector (1280 + 1024). 

 Cached in .npy files, reducing I/O overhead during training. 

 

 
 

Fig: Result of Training with Combined models 

 

 

4. EXPERIMENTAL WALKTHROUGH 

4.1 Data Description 

The experimental setup relies on a custom dataset comprising image frames extracted from video footage, categorized into normal and 

anomaly classes. Normal data represents typical behaviors, while anomaly data includes unusual activities indicative of criminal intent. 

The dataset is sourced from a self-prepared video corpus converted into images using a resizing function that standardizes frames to 

224x224x3 pixels. This resolution ensures compatibility with the deep learning models employed. The data is split into training and 

validation sets, with approximately 80% allocated for training and 20% for validation, as implemented in the training loop. The 

dataset’s diversity in lighting and crowd conditions enhances the system’s robustness, though the exact number of images varies based 

on the input folder’s contents, tracked via an image count variable. This custom approach allows tailored anomaly detection, focusing 

on real-world surveillance scenarios. 

 

4.2 Data Pre-Processing 

Data pre-processing involves loading images from designated folders using a function that checks for valid file formats (PNG, JPG, 

JPEG). Each image is read, resized to 224x224 pixels, and normalized to a float32 range of 0 to 1 by dividing by 255.0, ensuring 

consistency with the input requirements of MobileNetV2 and the custom CNN. The process includes error handling for missing folders 

or invalid images, raising ValueError exceptions to maintain data integrity. Features are extracted using a combined feature extractor, 

cached as .npy files to optimize subsequent runs. This pre-processing step reduces computational overhead during training and live 

detection, enabling efficient handling of large datasets. The normalized images serve as inputs to the feature extraction pipeline, 

facilitating accurate anomaly modeling. 

4.3 Dataset Analysis 

Dataset analysis involves evaluating the distribution and quality of normal and anomaly images. The code counts images per folder, 

providing insights into class balance, which is critical for training a balanced GAN. The feature extractor processes these images, 

generating 2304- dimensional vectors (1280 from MobileNetV2, 1024 from CNN), which are analyzed for dimensionality consistency. 

Cached features are loaded or recalculated if mismatches occur, ensuring data integrity. The analysis reveals the system’s ability to 

handle variable image counts, with performance metrics like accuracy and loss tracked during training. This step aids in identifying 
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potential biases or overfitting, guiding adjustments to the training process. The live detection phase further validates the dataset’s 

effectiveness in real-time scenarios. 

 

Train-Test Split 

The dataset is split into: 

 Training Set: 80% of the data, used to train the GAN and classifier. 

 Testing Set: 20% of the data, reserved for evaluating model generalization on unseen samples. 
 

This 80-20 split balances model training and validation, ensuring robust performance without overfitting. The dataset maintains a 

balanced distribution of normal and anomaly images to prevent class imbalance. 

 

 

4.4 Component Details 

The system comprises several key components: MobileNetV2 for spatial feature extraction, a custom CNN for local features, a GAN 

with a generator and discriminator, and SSD for object detection. MobileNetV2, a 53-layer network, produces a 1280-dimensional 

output. The CNN, with six convolutional layers, outputs 1024 dimensions. The generator transforms 200-dimensional noise into 2304-

dimensional features using five dense layers, while the discriminator classifies these features with four layers, ending in a sigmoid 

output. SSD, loaded from a pre-trained hub, detects objects with bounding boxes. The build_combined_feature_extractor() merges 

MobileNetV2 and CNN outputs, and build_full_model() integrates all components for training, ensuring a cohesive architecture for 

anomaly detection. 

4.5 Detailed Workings 

The workflow begins with loading pre-processed images, extracting features with the combined extractor, and caching them. The GAN 

trains adversarially: the generator creates fake features from noise, and the discriminator distinguishes real from fake, optimized with 

Adam (learning rate 2e-5) over 80 epochs. Training includes a warmup phase and smoothed labels (0.9) to stabilize learning. Live 

detection uses SSD to identify objects, computes cosine similarities with normal and anomaly features, and annotates frames with labels 

and scores. The system adjusts frame navigation via keyboard inputs (e.g., ‘q’ to quit, ‘a’/‘d’ for frame skip), displaying results in a 

resizable window. This detailed process ensures robust anomaly detection in real-time. 

Model Architecture and Feature Engineering 

Hybrid Deep Learning Pipeline 

The model integrates three key components: 

Feature Extraction: Combines MobileNetV2 and a custom 6-layer CNN. 

GAN-Based Restoration: Uses a generator to reconstruct features from degraded inputs. 

Real-Time Object Detection: Incorporates SSD (Single Shot MultiBox Detector) for live anomaly detection. 

 

Feature Extractor 

 MobileNetV2: A pretrained, lightweight model that extracts semantic features, producing a 1280-dimensional vector. 

 Custom CNN: A 5-layer convolutional network that captures pixel-level patterns, yielding a 1024-dimensional vector. 

 Concatenation: The outputs are combined into a 2304-dimensional feature vector, stored as .npy files for analysis and 

classification. 

Generator 

 Input: 200-dimensional latent vector. 

 Architecture: Dense feedforward network with layers of 2048 → 1024 → 512 units, using ReLU activation, dropout, and 

L1/L2 regularization. 

 Output: A feature vector matching the size of the combined MobileNet+CNN output (2304 dimensions). 

 

The generator reconstructs features to resemble those of normal images, enabling restoration of degraded inputs. 

 

Discriminator 

 Input: 2304-dimensional feature vector (real or generated). 

 Architecture: Dense network with layers of 512 → 256 → 128 → 1, using sigmoid activation and binary cross-entropy loss. 

 Objective: Distinguish between real (normal) and fake (generated or anomalous) features. 

 Regularization prevents overfitting, ensuring robust classification. 

 

Feature Storage 

The .npy files (normal_features_combinedss.npy and anomaly_features_combinedss.npy) store normalized feature vectors, typically 

with shapes of approximately 500–1000 samples for normal images and 300–500 for anomalies, each with 2304 dimensions. These are 

used for: 

 Cosine similarity comparisons in live detection. 

 2D visualization via PCA or t-SNE to assess feature separability. 

 

Training Process and Model Performance 

Training Pipeline 

 

The training process follows a structured approach: 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2025 JETIR December 2025, Volume 12, Issue 12                                                     www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2512525 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f214 
 

 

 Discriminator Pretraining: Trained for 50 epochs on real and fake features to establish a baseline. 

 Generator Warmup: Initializes the generator to stabilize adversarial learning. 

 Adversarial Training: The full GAN is trained for 60–80 epochs, optimizing both generator and discriminator. 

 

 Evaluation: Training and validation metrics are monitored, with the best model saved as gan_working_models.keras. 

 

Performance Metrics 

 Training Accuracy: ~96–98%. 

 Validation Accuracy: ~94–96%. 

 Training Loss: ~0.12 (adversarial + content loss). 

 Validation Loss: ~0.18. 

 Overfitting: Kept under ~10% using dropout and regularization. 

 Underfitting: Monitored to ensure sufficient model capacity. 

 Graphical plots of training/validation metrics and decision visualizations (e.g., whether to reuse or retrain models) are 

generated for transparency. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig: overfitting /Underfitting Graph representation 
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Model Saving 

The best model, based on combined accuracy and lowest loss, is saved as gan_working_models.keras, preserving the architecture, 

weights, and optimizer state for reproducibility 

 

 

Live Detection Logic and SSD Integration 

Real-Time Pipeline 

 

The live detection system integrates: 

 

 TensorFlow SSD MobileNetV2: Used for object detection in video frames, sourced from TensorFlow Hub. 

 OpenCV + Tkinter: Provides an interactive live window for visualization. 

 Cosine Similarity: Compares extracted features with stored normal and anomaly vectors. 

 

Frame Processing 

 Load video and process frame-by-frame. 

 Apply SSD to detect objects and generate bounding boxes. 

 Crop and normalize detected regions to 224x224 pixels. 

 Extract features using the trained MobileNet+CNN extractor. 

 Compare features with normal_features_combinedss.npy and anomaly_features_combinedss.npy using cosine similarity. 

Label bounding boxes as “Normal” or “Anomaly” with similarity percentages. 

 

Visualization 

 Bounding Boxes: Overlaid on frames with labels and similarity scores. 

 Navigation Bar: Includes video timestamp and frame navigation for user interaction. 

 Applications: Suitable for security monitoring, smart traffic surveillance, and law enforcement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2025 JETIR December 2025, Volume 12, Issue 12                                                     www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162) 

JETIR2512525 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org f216 
 

 

This pipeline ensures low-latency, scalable detection with dynamic feature reloading. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig: Example of real time normal and anomaly detection in video 

 

 

4.6 RESULTS 

 

Experiments involved training the GAN on the pre-processed dataset, with results tracked over 80 epochs. The discriminator achieved a 

best combined accuracy of approximately 0.9874 and a combined loss of 0.1236, based on the code’s evaluation metrics. Training 

accuracy peaked at 0.992, validation at 0.983, with overfitting at 1.5% and underfitting at 0.8%. Live detection processed frames at 20 

FPS, with anomaly scores ranging from 60% to 95%, depending on feature similarity. Visualizations showed stable convergence, with 

plots indicating minimal loss divergence. These results validate the system’s effectiveness, though performance varies with dataset size 

and complexity. 

Results on video 

 

 

1.Input video:- 
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Output Video:- 

 

 

 

 

Input Video:- 
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Output video:- 

 

 

 

 

Input video:- 
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Output Video:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Input Video:- 
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Output Video:- 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

The criminal anomaly detection system utilizing Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) integrated with MobileNetV2 presents a 

robust and innovative framework designed for real-time surveillance applications, addressing the critical need for automated security 

solutions in dynamic environments. By seamlessly blending MobileNetV2’s sophisticated spatial feature extraction capabilities with the 

detailed local feature enhancement provided by a custom Convolutional Neural Network (CNN), the system constructs a 

comprehensive feature space that underpins its anomaly detection prowess. The GAN component, through its adversarial training 

mechanism, excels in modeling normal behavioral patterns, enabling the system to identify deviations that may signify criminal 

activities with remarkable precision. Empirical evaluations from the training process indicate a peak combined accuracy of 

approximately 0.9874, reflecting the system’s high efficacy, coupled with an efficient processing rate of 20 frames per second (FPS). 

This performance is further augmented by the integration of the Single Shot MultiBox Detector (SSD), which enhances object 

localization within video frames, thereby facilitating the precise identification of suspicious activities in real-time scenarios.Despite 

these strengths, the system is not without its challenges. Its dependency on the quality and balance of the input dataset can influence 

detection outcomes, potentially leading to skewed results if certain classes are underrepresented. Additionally, computational 

constraints pose a limitation, as the training and inference phases demand significant resources, which may hinder scalability on less 

powerful devices. The SSD’s reliance on a 0.5 confidence threshold might overlook subtle anomalies, and the absence of temporal 

analysis restricts the system’s ability to detect sequential or coordinated criminal behaviors effectively. Nevertheless, the system 

significantly alleviates the burden on human operators by automating monitoring tasks, offering timely alerts to law enforcement, and 

supporting proactive security measures. The stability of the adversarial training process, evidenced by consistent convergence in loss 

metrics, and the precision of the dual-stream feature extraction pipeline underscore the system’s potential as a scalable foundation for 

intelligent surveillance technologies. Moving forward, addressing these limitations through enhanced preprocessing techniques, 

optimized hardware utilization, and expanded feature sets could further solidify its role as a cornerstone of modern security 

infrastructure, providing a versatile tool adaptable to evolving threats and operational demands.The success of this system lies in its 

ability to leverage deep learning advancements, particularly the lightweight efficiency of MobileNetV2 and the generative power of 

GANs, to deliver a practical solution. The integration of these components not only enhances detection accuracy but also ensures 

operational feasibility in resource-constrained settings. As security needs continue to grow, this framework offers a promising starting 

point for future developments, potentially integrating with broader smart city initiatives or emergency response systems. Its current 

implementation demonstrates a balance between technological innovation and practical applicability, setting a precedent for the 

development of next-generation anomaly detection tools that can evolve with emerging challenges in public safety. 
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