© 2026 JETIR February 2026, Volume 13, Issue 2 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

JETIR.ORG
JOURNAL OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND

INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (JETIR)

An International Scholarly Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

JETIR

~~.'I. J‘%

Identity Crisis and Cultural Displacement in Bapsi
Sidhwa’s Novels

Dr. Subhash Chandra Gorai
Teacher
NSPS,Pokhari

This article studies how identity problems and cultural conflicts are presented in the novels of
Bapsi Sidhwa. It also explains how these struggles influence the formation of identity in
postcolonial and modern societies. By examining The Crow Eaters, Ice Candy Man, and An
American Brat, the study explores how Sidhwa describes the tension between tradition and
modern life, colonial rule and postcolonial reality, and Eastern and Western values.

Sidhwa’s writing shows how culture and gender are closely connected. She explains how
women are affected when they face different and sometimes opposing social expectations.
Culture is a system of values and behavior that is passed from one generation to the next.
Although it keeps its basic character, it slowly changes over time. The study also points out
the importance of gender in understanding cultural conflict within postcolonial studies.

Cultural impact usually happens because of outside forces, while cultural change develops
gradually from within society. In the same way, a writer’s personal experiences, cultural
background, and writing style are reflected in their work. Sometimes people experience
discrimination because of their religion, culture, race, or ethnicity, which creates emotional
pain and psychological suffering in Sidhwa’s characters.
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Introduction

After India gained independence, many women began writing novels and contributing
significantly to literature. Writers such as Arun Joshi, Shashi Deshpande, Anita Desal,
Nayantara Sahgal, Kusum Ansal, Kamala Markandaya, Bharati Mukherjee, Gita Mehta, Gita
Hariharan, Arundhati Roy, and Bapsi Sidhwa became important voices in modern Indian
writing.

Among postcolonial writers, Bapsi Sidhwa is well known for presenting cultural conflicts from
a Parsi perspective. Her novels, such as Ice Candy Man, The Pakistani Bride, and The Crow
Eaters, show the struggle between traditional values and modern changes in society. She
describes characters who are caught between colonial ideas and postcolonial realities.
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Postcolonial literature has received much attention because it focuses on themes like cultural
conflict, identity, and displacement. This type of literature studies the difficulties faced by
individuals and societies after the end of colonial rule. Writers often explore how traditional
customs clash with modern influences, especially in societies shaped by colonization. These
tensions create space for discussing how identities change and develop over time.

This study focuses on how Sidhwa presents the clash between tradition and modernity, colonial
influence and postcolonial experience, and how these tensions shape personal identity. By
analysing these themes, the research aims to provide a better understanding of cultural conflict
in postcolonial societies. Through her characters, Sidhwa shows how individuals try to balance
their cultural roots with the demands of a changing world.

Literature Review

Cultural conflict is one of the main themes in postcolonial literature. Many novels focus on
cultural struggle because it helps readers understand how colonization affected societies and
individuals. Scholars often study how Bapsi Sidhwa presents the formation of identity in
postcolonial societies, both in historical and modern contexts. The ideas of critics like Homi
Bhabha and Edward Said are frequently used in such studies. They discuss concepts such as
hybridity, ambivalence, and the idea of the “Other.”

Edward Said, in his theory of Orientalism, explained how colonial powers created a division
between the “civilized” West and the “exotic” East. This division caused cultural tension.
Homi Bhabha expanded this idea through the concept of hybridity, suggesting that colonized
people often live between two cultures and develop mixed identities. Writers such as Chinua
Achebe, Arundhati Roy, and Bapsi Sidhwa are often examined within this theoretical
framework because their works deal with identity, displacement, and cultural change.

Bapsi Sidhwa is considered an important voice in South Asian postcolonial literature. Her
novels, including Ice Candy Man and The Pakistani Bride, deeply explore the cultural tensions
created by colonial and postcolonial transitions. She highlights the experiences of marginalized
communities, especially the Parsis in Pakistan. Her characters often struggle between
traditional values and modern influences.

In Ice Candy Man, the young narrator Lenny witnesses the destruction of cultural harmony
during the Partition of India. Through her innocent perspective, readers see how religious
conflict divides communities that once lived peacefully. In The Pakistani Bride, Zaitoon is
caught between her tribal background and the expectations of a different social environment.
Her struggle represents the larger conflict between tradition and change.

In The Crow Eaters, Sidhwa presents the special position of the Parsi community during
British rule. The Parsis try to preserve their cultural identity while adjusting to colonial
authority. This tension is shown through Faredoon Junglewalla, who balances traditional Parsi
customs with the demands of British power. The novel illustrates how the Parsi community
managed to succeed in business while protecting its cultural identity.

Ice Candy Man also focuses on the violent events of Partition in 1947. The novel portrays the
conflict among Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs during political chaos. Through Lenny’s
observations, Sidhwa shows how religious differences led to violence, displacement, and the
breakdown of social order. Through Lenny’s observational lens, Sidhwa portrays fragmented
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identities amid national trauma. The Partition destabilizes religious, communal, and personal
identities. Lenny does not consciously construct a resistant identity; rather, she becomes aware
of the fragility of identity itself. Her growth is cognitive—she transitions from innocence to
awareness—but her identity remains fluid and unresolved. aitoon’s journey reflects the tension
between tribal patriarchy and individual aspiration. Raised between tribal customs and urban
modernity, she inhabits a liminal space. Initially passive, she gradually becomes self-aware
through observation and suffering. Her attempted escape symbolizes resistance.

However, does she fully “arrive” at a stable identity? Not entirely. Zaitoon achieves
psychological awakening rather than social empowerment. Her identity remains precarious,
shaped by resistance but constrained by structure. Thus, her identity is emergent but
incomplete.

Qasim, similarly, struggles with diasporic displacement between tribal loyalty and urban
adaptation. His fractured identity mirrors the broader instability of tradition in transition.

In An American Brat, Sidhwa turns to the theme of diaspora. The story follows Feroza, a young
Parsi girl who moves from Pakistan to the United States. She experiences a strong contrast
between Eastern traditions and Western independence. Her internal conflict reflects the
broader challenges faced by immigrants who try to adapt to a new culture while holding on to
their roots. eroza undergoes the most visible transformation. Sent to the United States to escape
conservative Pakistani norms, she negotiates cultural assimilation, familial expectations, and
self-exploration.

Her identity development aligns closely with Bhabha’s hybridity. She neither fully rejects her
origins nor completely assimilates. Instead, she constructs a hybrid self. Unlike Zaitoon,
Feroza achieves a degree of autonomy—educational, emotional, and ideological. Among
Sidhwa’s protagonists, Feroza most clearly arrives at a self-conscious identity formed through
negotiation rather than rebellion alone.

The Pakistani Bride was inspired by a real-life story about a young girl who suffered in a cross-
cultural marriage. The novel tells the story of Qasim, who adopts an orphan girl named Munni
and renames her Zaitoon. Later, he arranges her marriage to a tribesman. Zaitoon’s romantic
ideas about tribal life soon disappear as she faces strict customs and harsh treatment. The novel
shows the painful clash between dreams and reality, tradition and personal freedom.

Gender and Cultural Conflict

Women play a central role in Sidhwa’s novels. Through female characters, she explores how
cultural conflict affects women more deeply.

In The Pakistani Bride, Zaitoon represents the struggle between tribal traditions and personal
independence. In Ice Candy Man, Ayah becomes a victim of violence during Partition,
showing how women often suffer the most in times of political conflict. Her experience
demonstrates how women’s bodies and lives are affected by religious and social tensions.

In An American Brat, Feroza questions her identity as she adjusts to American culture. She
struggles between the traditional gender roles she learned in Pakistan and the freedom she
experiences in the United States. Her story reflects the difficulties many women face when
dealing with different cultural expectations.
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In The Crow Eaters, Putli follows traditional Parsi gender roles while facing colonial influence.
Though she appears passive, her life is shaped by strong social expectations. Through
characters like Zaitoon, Ayah, Feroza, and Putli, Sidhwa shows that women often carry the
burden of cultural conflict. They are both victims and survivors of social change.

Sidhwa also presents her stories from a feminist perspective. She highlights the silent suffering
of women who marry into different cultural backgrounds and struggle to adjust. The novels do
not argue against intercultural marriage but show that adaptation takes time because culture
constantly changes. Cultural “impact” and cultural “change” are not the same; change happens
gradually and is influenced by many factors.

Impact of Cultural Struggle on Identity

Cultural displacement is another major theme in Sidhwa’s novels. Displacement occurs when
characters are removed from familiar surroundings and forced to adapt to new cultural
conditions. This often leads to identity confusion.

In An American Brat, Feroza’s move to the United States creates a strong sense of
displacement. She feels divided between her family’s traditional values and the modern ideas
she encounters abroad. This creates an identity crisis, as she struggles to belong to both
cultures.

In The Pakistani Bride, Zaitoon also experiences displacement. She is renamed after being
adopted, which symbolizes her loss of original identity. She does not fully belong to her
adoptive father’s culture or to the tribal society she marries into. Her tragic experience shows
how difficult it can be to adjust to unfamiliar cultural rules.

In The Crow Eaters, Faredoon faces internal conflict as he balances Parsi traditions with
British influence. In Ice Candy Man, Lenny experiences emotional confusion as she watches
friendships and communities break apart during Partition.

Sidhwa shows that adaptation is not always easy. Some characters manage to adjust, while
others fail. Zaitoon’s tragic fate highlights how cultural pressure can overpower personal
identity. Through these characters, Sidhwa explains how cultural struggle shapes, challenges,
and sometimes destroys individual identity.

Conclusion

Bapsi Sidhwa’s novels examine how cultural conflicts influence both individual and collective
identity, especially in postcolonial societies. Her characters, particularly women, face difficult
cultural tensions caused by displacement, tradition, and modern changes. In novels such as The
Crow Eaters, Ice Candy Man, and An American Brat, Sidhwa shows how people, especially
women, experience these conflicts—sometimes adjusting successfully and sometimes being
deeply affected by them.

Her works provide valuable insight into the relationship between culture, identity, and gender
in postcolonial contexts. By presenting women as central figures in cultural conflict, she
highlights how gender plays an important role in shaping personal experiences during times of
social change. Her focus on the Parsi community, along with the effects of colonialism and the
Partition, offers a detailed and meaningful contribution to South Asian literary studies.
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Through her narrative strategy of observation and her focus on marginalized women, Bapsi
Sidhwa portrays identity as dynamic, hybrid, and contested. Her female characters move from
passivity toward varying degrees of strength and agency. However, their identities remain
situated within complex socio-political frameworks that prevent total emancipation.
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