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Abstract: Local Governments in India represent thebase of democratic decentralization. Originated in ancient
Indian administrative systems and powered during the British India, local self-government has developed into the
Constitution, through the 73" and 74" amendments. The prime intension of local governments is to participate
people in decision-making and, to know and solve local problems easily. Even though the Constitution supports
Local Governments, corruption and negligence stop them from working properly. Current article reviews the
historical background, development, constitutional provision, purposes, and existing issues of Indian local
governments, and gives ideas to make local democracy stronger.
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Introduction: Local government means local bodies created by law to maintain local matters and meet the needs
of people in that sphere. In India, the central government alone can’t manage all welfare and development work
efficiently. Therefore, the power is classified with local bodies to ensure administration easier and to help people’s
participation in democracy. Local governments operate under the clutch of the state government and are liable for
basic public services.

Historical Background: The concept of local governments in India is very old and it date back to ancient period
which can be seen in the following works;

. Vedas: Mention of ‘Sabhas and Samitis’

o The Ramayana: The term Gramini (Village Head)

o In the Shanti Parva/Section of The Mahabharata: mention of administrative organization
o Manusmriti: Village as the lowest administrative wing

o Arthashastra of Kautilya: information on village administration

o Jataka Tales: evidence of organized village councils

During the Mauryan Empire, village administration was well managed. During British rule in India, local self-
governments identified officially. Lord Ripon (1882) is called the Father of Local Self-Government in India
because he strengthened local governing bodies.
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Constitutional Framework: after Independence, Mahatma Gandhi strongly supported Grama Swaraj Concept, in
other words ‘Village Self-rule’. Following his idea, Article 40 in the Directive Principles of State Policy says that
the Government must create Village Panchayats and provide them proper powers. Some important steps taken
were;

o Community Development Programme (1952) — ensured the rural development work

o Balwant Rai Mehta Committee (1957) — Suggested a ‘three-level Panchayat Raj concept’

o Ashok Mehta Committee (1978) — Suggested a ‘two-level Panchayat Raj Concept’

o 73" Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 — provided constitutional status to Panchayat Raj
Institutions (PRIs)

o 74" Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 — gave constitutional status to Urban Local Bodies
(ULBs)

These steps made Local Governments even stronger. They ensured regular elections, reserved seats for women and
weaker sections, and also provided financial support systems for local bodies

Objectives of Local Governments:

o Encourage people to get involved in democracy at the local stage
o Solving local issues through local elected representatives

o Developmental plans based on local needs

o Taking care of local needs

o Collecting local taxes to run administration

Local Governments are called the ‘root’ of democracy. Without strong Local Governments, democracy can’t work
properly and may fail.

Contemporary Challenges: even though local governments have constitutional support, many practical obstacles
still exist;

o Misuse of public funds by local representatives

o May fail to meet the basic issues (drainage, roads etc)

o Favourism in developmental activities

o There may be lack of accountability among Panchayat Officials
o Poor responsiveness to public complaints

In many rural areas, people meet problems such as water issues, poor drainage issues, etc which result in health
concerns. When these problems are not properly addressed, the goal of establishing local self-government is
undermined.

Suggestions for strengthening Local Government:

o Ensure strict checking and transparent auditing

o Regular supervision by high powered team

o Digitalization of the Panchayat System

o Awareness program to citizens regarding their rights

o Anti-corruption measurements for smooth developments

Only then there may be proper accountability for achievement in the local governments

Conclusion: Local Governments are the base of India’s democracy system. From the historical background to
current constitutional days, they have developed over the period of time. Yet, proper implementation is a big
question to be solved. India’s democracy can become stronger only when these local bodies work smoothly.
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Encouraging and strengthening local bodies/governments is needful for the better development and transparent
democracy system.
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