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An Anthropological Study of Kaikkilai (Unrequited Love)
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QB WITETT: (LN 6M6oTeUIT.G&F .G85 TS5 600T L [T ITLO 60T,
@enevorICLTTEFlw i () wey@BMlwmeTy Slh g SIenm
S (HeN.8 I T&F He6VEH SN, ) (IH6UTeHIT-610003
LTS & TEF6T LIL&eM6VE&LN&LD, B ([HFF I mLiueer]

(@ emettTeyQLIMMS1.)

LW &F SF(HE&&LD:

QFalallwey SOl @6evsaetor DTLIN6V 856600768 6T
I&5T 6o CHTLUMLTES  @UWBIGLUMSSLILIL (heTeTer. LIFenvLy
SleoTemLIWLD UMOley RSFHemFamall]ld HleneBMISSID  &6M6V6U6dT-
gemevall 2 memel 'SleTLNeT WHHemeor 6T6oT gMHGD QHMeLSTLILIWILD,
RIHSHMVHEHTINGMNSHSH 'NSHEHH 6T 6T60TEH Hem6oorLIL|MLOMS  3{60TLI 60T
obHHmers @G QeauaflC BIMISSHMSE. QeEHU PFUIL HemsHev
MGEHHMET (h H6oflSHSIQINMT NETAMWEFRE Sallensd 6lIQaINTS
eI FHLILILLITeYID, LeoorLIML () LOmesILefUi6V (Cultural Anthropology), LITEOl6oT
THUI) (Gender Politics) LOMMID Uflevormd BHLSHMG QbMlsserfleor  euldl
CHMEHGWLCUTE, o1& Ueotenl s SIDE FeN&ESHeT AH&TTLI
LI [Bl6m6u&s6T, LIHeUBleney WDMMHME FLMBIGSHET (Rites of Passage), FLOLOGLD
(Consenty  &FMObHES  @e6mLQeueflmeT wLOHmID  GHWLU Bloieuers
&L LUUMTh & erfler gy aiernms QeueflLiLG&B M. @e6ueaumile]ds &L (hen,
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Q& mevas LW eLn6Y BIMHLIMTS 86T, 2 enpwmAFlwisserfleor
2 leNE:SHMBIGHT WHMID HeINGHAHTMHL LITLVSHMET (NG ETenLNG
SI6&HETTES Q& mevor(h), L0 mesI el U6y LOMHMILD Fepsailulev
M @HTFHETITE0T D TEUTITEVL. 6UITEOT Q1e360TeuTLl, LOICEQ6V &LLEHCSHIT, FBETmL
Qevedl-6rVLIFIT6NV, [HIT. GUITEITIOMIDEMEV LOMMID LSSHeUSFN) LTTH
aFewrfler mrevsefledlphs GBI  GCLMHEHMTETHmET  I(HSHS!
(TS S, MEEHHemaTenll 6@  (NWENWWITeT  OmeL a6y
SLEUE0OTLOTE BlMIeH M.

Abstract:

In the classical Tamil grammatical tradition, internal emotions and intimate experiences are systematized
under the theory of Akattinai (interior landscape). While Tolkappiyam recognizes the relationship between the
hero and heroine grounded in mutual love and sexual harmony as Anbin Ainthinai (the five stages of mutual
love), it marginalizes unrequited love as KaikKilai, relegating it outside this ideal core (Thinaippuram / external
genre). Although Kaikkilai has been approached within literary aesthetics as a distinct poetic form of emotional
intensity, examining it through the lenses of Cultural Anthropology, Gender Politics, and evolutionary behavioral
norms reveals it as a cultural document reflecting ancient Tamil society's power hierarchies, rites of passage, gaps
surrounding consent, and the institutional constraints of kinship and family. Drawing primarily upon the original
verses (nurpas) of Tolkappiyam, canonical commentaries, and poems from Kalittokai, and incorporating direct
citations from the works of anthropologists and social theorists such as Arnold van Gennep, Michel Foucault,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, N. Vanamamalai, and Bhaktavatsala Bharati, this research paper establishes Kaikkilai as a
comprehensive anthropological document.

B MYFQAFMTM&HET: 0)FHEH M6, LicooTLITL (b LOmsIL_ a6,

Q&ML TULINWLD, HHSTTL LI Hlemey, FLOLDGLD, @) emetorsCo 6

(LD 6OTSDI 6MIT

Q&TLSTUINWL QUImGETH&SETIL el aumpaluwiey
BLEOSHEHMET &0, LMD 6160 @(H QUIBLD FaMEHeMTEHL LSS,
I &5F6060T JLOMEH alenSLILGSSIH M.
" 60) & & G 60 61T (LN S 6VITLI Q\LI(HH S 601600T @) MI6U L
WML R6THS 6T ) 60 6v0T 6T6oTLI" (QST6L.QUITHET. BITMLIT.1)
UMMIET 55 IOTLMLW SHemeveler-emevall 2 memel LWL HIGL
OHGHNOMEHETTE JHGWD @6VHEE0T 0L, @(HSMVEHTINGNSSE
MGEHem6T eTeor  IeoTLledT BHFemeoors&G GeueflC BlmISHHMSI.
@FQFMLeNeT emLILIWey WwMHMID  Fepsll QUTMHET GMISSIL
GumMAflwy mm.  eumeTOMWemev  Lledteu@LOmm  CHIQWTHS
SOLULGSR .
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"G TETLISI FImienln TemeT eTedTLUS LGS 3j6Vevgl 2.mey. 31,5C6u
6018 & ) 06T 6T6OTLI S 6([HSH6M6EVESHITLOLD 6TETM FMIeOLD R (D& SH NS5
&M &G0 SMuTLmullmh mi. FeNGLD V1G5 0T &@LU
LI MHGS6ET Hempw (PLWTSH, RIHSEMEVLILILFIOMeoT LIMedlwev
2 UTITEF MG G eVEHW @)6VEHE6UITID @) 6UeUTMI UMTWMISHS."
(IHIT. GUITEOTLOTLO66V, LA Lievor LIM(HILD &&SI6(LOLD,1980 L. 79)

LmsaLelluiev CBITEHS6L, ©)6VEH 5 U §)6VE8:5600T RIS 6T 6T60TLIem6U GleumiLnGeor
SHMHLEM6T HWMIGET L(GILOVeV. emel 6@ GMILLNLL eugevmHmE
G066V QUMLDIHS FeLNS: & H 60T [FL& 60 & GIHMI& 6T, LImedlwlev &L (M LIUTH &6t
OO H&MTTL  USJasemeT @WhRIGUOSSID  LeorUTL (&
&HHNGETTGWD. 6UalemSHUN6, 85T eMET 6T60TLISI ST 38561 600T 6N 60T
QeueflliLm® eTeTUMNSHEH &HLBHSE, Q&HMev SIDLFFNEHESFHev Blevalluwl
umedleor oS &MrW, LU@mel WHIFFFHWletemn mmid  ellerfllbLmlemey
A NFHETl6T QU HTELTS 6TalaIMM QFWEILL LS efeoTLems allifleuns
A TTUS @868 HemTuller CBHmEsL0D.

e Leallwev S Ml(nsLD:

'nrepLeflley’  eTeorlg WAL SHer GHMTmMLD,
Lgmlemey euemTiaFs), UevorLIML(hL1 Ufliomeoorld & weumenm Hisooi5)
ATTULD @F R(HRISMeITHSES LIVenDs SemMUTEGD. BT eESTH 60
@ 5SMEG UPMHIGLILI(HLD  Anthropology  6T60TMN  HEMGVFQF M6V,  Anthropos
(LD6OT1BE0T), Logos (RUMIGSWENMUILILL  Mle)) 6Tereid @ eLp6eus
RCIHeHEF FmTm&Heafled(phas QUMUILIL LSTGLWD. auFeummmill GUITEHSH 6V
@&FQ&mev, Lneoflgemenr eueorasl 2 Wilfley Gemwallavld &HevTEFSmyLl
LT 6u5 S eviLn RMCFT MeUSSHIL] LIGLIUmuiey Q&FUWWLD
SMleGsemmenuwis GM&EGD GMUTLME Blamee UMM,
@&5MSH T BLFWTS, Qevedles LMHMID &SEIFMT6V 6rLIIF (Melvin & Carol
Ember) @ &Slenmuiledr 2 eugermalll  UFLLeTenel  ed6TsH @& UmWS,
"'6T6LGVIT & ITeV IS 6Tl QVILD, 2_6V T 60T 3| MeUTSH FILI LIS B Serflsvilb eumLprhs,
UM GeTm eolll @erd MM IIS5OT QSHTELLDTL]SET,
L1 650T LI IT(h) 85 60) 61T wWwwsermellw LmFemeuudlev HulleveuGs
LOmTeRI LWL 6T60T B MIQEGOTMITI. (Melvin & Carol Ember.2007.p.3)
Fens mlelwederr LM siemmaseT eofls eumpellesr GMILILILL gCGs5emin
RM FamlemeT (QUITHOTTSTIL, TFFlwey, 2 eralluley CUMTETMEmM6)
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Geoflg gl LGLUTUIS QFWemauiey, nmslaluley L GG neoflgemeot
R WWSaTTaIW G (HSSH6VME 300G FH M. L0605 60f160T LOFLISTDI LOHMID
2 L euemnLILNUWI6L IDMMHMBISGHET QSTLBIS, 66T SLLeMNGSS QLOMHSET,
BLOSGESHET, FLEBIGEHT, SOWMULD WLHmIn TFHF  euemyuievmeor
IS SIL1 UINMeooT G emeTLD FHTeV-@L 6TeVEMEVSHEHEHE 3ILILIMTEV
QTMULGCSH @) & 60T &H6oflER MLUILIMEGLD.

LI(HeUBlemev LOMMMEISEHLD eflerflloL]Blemevu]Ld:

Lieoor LIML_(h LDmes L el UIGVITEITI ] IJ60T TeVL
6UITEOT QE260T6OTLY’ (Arnold van Gennep) LD60fl&60fl60T QUMDGHNEHEF FLoMEFIUllev
Bl&WLWD Blem6euDMMMKI&H6T 'LHeUBIen6eV WDMMME FLIHBIGSE6T (Rites of
Passage) 6T60TM G&ITLLIML Q60T epeuld NleT&GHRMITY. e neoflgLll Li[Heu
LOMMH MBS E06T eLneTm Lilg Blemeussermssll LNfl&s&S mmy:

1. uenpw mlemevuleS b & LN1f156V (Separation)
2. @e6mLBleneu 36vevgl el Blet6v (Liminality)
3. UBHW FeNES &GS UL 60T L60oT(H LD &) 60)600TSH6V (Aggregation)

@&CHMLUMLIYET eMWWS SHHSSHTET @6emLiblemey (Liminality) LMHMIE
GSOLULYGWL CUTE ‘euUmedr QRQe6TeorTll’ Sergl HTedlsv LeTeunLomm
FoROTT. "@enLBplemev/edlefliDL|Blemev eTeTLIS T Qg efleumm
BlemeuwmGL; @ H6L @b SevIBUT &6rsl (PHengW Blenevulled (b b S
ABHUL®, S1,60TIT6V FeNG eumLpGeum( (NI EMLOWITS LI
Nemewrs & LILGIWL QMG WTET FHlemeveml @)60remild 6T LITLO6V
@enL LU L efeflnLev BIMHGMITIT." (Van Gennep,1960, p. 21)

("The transitional stage (liminality) is characterized by an ambiguous state, where the individual is stripped of
their previous status and is suspended between states, not having reached the final integration into societal life."

) (eLpeuLD)

QsmeLsTULIWL 855 emeoruiwelel 6M&HE5H%H 6M6TEHETeT @) 6V858 600TL0
AGHGIL BEIoUm, @nbs eleflibymlemeull LieoremLll Quevor 2 L edleor
PWTsL LUSHe| QFWUSmSI.
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"SITLOLD &FITEVIT @) 6met L0 Gl meiTeu usl 6ot

gLolb FmeuT @ HLhemL 6T

[H6OTEMLO WL LD 60O W|LD 6T60TMIE)(H 616D &5 LTV

60T (HILD S{UQETTHID &5 S W L 6uoT TS5 S

QEFML-6TH T QLIMIT| 60T Q&FMT6LES @) 60TL| M6V

L|6Le9 S CHITeOTMILD 6M&BE&E TR em6Ts GMILIGL" (Q&T6V. GILIT(HEIT.50)

QETLSTUINWT M&WTEH 'SITOWL  FTeVT @) 6menlDGWITET'  6T60TM
QEFMLMLAGE 2 eampumRflugy BFEReTTFSEHoNWT 6flsE0n
alleTsH &I,  eumedr @Qereorl GMILUIGIWL  Umedlwey WHFEFRWMM
allefllbymlemevemwt GHIWWTS 2 MGILGSSH M. "SI0 SFTeVIT
@) 6TemLO CUIITEIT 6TEOTLISI S&ITD BISTFF &GS KW LI(HeULD TS TS CLIanS,
QUGILeMUL U@HeusS s Bleorm S midl eredrmeummi. jeuerflLgHev
Camermild eS(BLILILD Sjeuengl @ enFe] QUMMEHTHC (PLquj.”
(BFF 60T TIES 6ol W |, 1964, LIG. 112)

LI1600T60)L_&> 856V 616085 LILIMTL_L9.60TLILY

. CUMS: VHS! (LNHV (LD UWSI alemr; LMeSluey wmmild 2 L eSlulev
LOMMHMHBIGHEN6T MWLM Hlemsv.

. QuUgIben: Ll (h (WHL UFHQerm(H elld euend; 2 Ledluley
LOMMHMBIG 66T Q& ITL&8 Blemev.

@LILIpeUL] Quevorg6rflL_ LD G5 MedrmILD 21,6007 GeaUl 6em&HemnUlE
56018 Q & mev) &5 Ul 60T QBUISMH&HEIIL] LIML_6V \L:3 BILLILDTEHE
STLALILOSHRMSI.

"M LD 62 (LD &S (LNLD WIT6voT (b 600T [ Ih & MU GLIg TLl!
Q&nleuemerT (NeiTemss LI 1g.(pnemm &mm,
iMlwml Gumevs S lWImeV; Lo M MI 6T60T60) 60T

2 _mieug MWNSTI CUITEV.." (&6 61 T60)&, LITL6V 56, 1938, LIGs. 142)
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allemeTwm®H L F1oidludlesr auemeTeVedtbS emndemULl LM 36007 &60TSl
SMNSMS QeauaflliL@GSSH I, AGNHG SHFFMIL DIHTEUSID GMIGLI
LUSaumHmgl. ‘eumedr QeireorLilNedr’ Go&HMLLMLIQ6TLIL, &FFmi
GLHMNGMNHGLD  (LNIDENLOWITET GlLI6ooTeo0l W &g  (NHJEF &G0
@emL LIl L elleflibLmlemevuilév (Liminal phase) 2_6ITOTTET. Sj6U6NSE @\HS
2 Ledlwey wmmilh 2 erelliey nlulmenneml 46007 S60TS  LIMedl eV
BIGTE&HETET eUMUWILILMS WIMmM (penereudl, msplalluley &e6ms S 6v
Lieoor T () WS TEF WL WITS AUH &L LSleumasGel
e wWmeTliL(G&SSLILUGSR M.

B S TTL LI Blemeu:

Fepsaley Miepd WICaqev &LL,&G&IT (Michel Foucault)
&H60TS 'The History of Sexuality' BITe0l6L, LITESWI6V BL GG 5660 GQlEFweuLI(hLD
APHTIND GMISSL KeTau®BLmm FSImmy.  "Lmedlwev eredrLISI
AH&EMIL SLOUUGSS (WWID @UMHenNSWITEr 6p6Tml  6redr
6TGUOTEUUTLILIL. & Sl M8l 38 @@ euFeummml FHIWITeT &L LenloLIL];
2 LeVSHem6NS SeooT(hH6eV, BeTLHMS P HIHH6L, 2 T WITLm6VE
Camhmelssev LHMIWD SLHOLUUTHSHmT auNLILBSSISN LW
MUTHSIID HEMTT 2.5F&Cm(h NemeworasasLILIL(H6Tem  6@H
QLIQ'DLb 6. 616V L1L9) 60T 60T6V I'I'@Lb." (Foucault, The History of Sexuality, VVol. 1, 1990, p. 105-106)

("Sexuality must not be thought of as a kind of natural given which power tries to hold in check... It is the name
that can be given to a historical construct: not a furtive reality that is difficult to grasp, but a great surface network
in which the stimulation of bodies, the intensification of pleasures, the incitement to discourse, the formation of
special knowledges, the strengthening of controls and resistances, are linked to one another, in accordance with

a few major strategies of knowledge and power." ) (eLo6VLD)

SLLGCHT &L I9HHETL(HIWD @HS AH&TT 2 5HuleTLLy, em&HEH emeruilev
QL0 SF&GMTT MWWINTEHRD QLo G &Trummm  alleflibumse|ln
BlmI& & LIUG S .

FHIG &HMVF FUWSTWSHe STUleublFw &Fensd ea&FamGerntledmba
shensalldl BlewamLeng  Fepslomsll  Ufleormol el bhs
QUTVTMHMIS SHITeVEHL LD GMISS LUIUTETT &. 60&eVMTEF LS LleoTauHLomm
US| QEWRMTT."STWUNE Fepsd I enoLILN6T qFFBISGET FHS
STVSHTNIND SHMEOTLILIG DI, HleveyemLemn WMMILD GCUTIHGLS
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LU &6fleT eUuemTFFIWMrsl 460016 GLVTH&H&HHMG WD, GLI6evoT
2 Ledleor s meor GHIU-OL0TTHES FEMTIHmSU D Causlnms

Blen6VBIMISHWSI." (&TEFUS, Lemenl s Sl eurpbeyn eudim@ILb, 1966,
L185. 138)

@ 6UeUemn & UI6L &EHIemeTullev "FLDLDG LD’ (Consent) 6T6OT LIS FM&SHWIDMHMIL]
CUTHMS. AEFMES @) T6voT(H HITIE00ThIS6T 2 _6TET60T.

1.  Queoor 2 Ledlwev nmmild 2 emefley FHWMSHES FIINSD I6flEGLIn
NAILIL]6ooT T QLIMTES MWL LI[HeUS H 6oTem e @)(HEH S 6V.

2. e&EHmeTL LMLeu&erflev 9 ev0r LU (HGLD CLIGLD &HIJE S TEUMTS (Subject)
@ &R MTEr. Guevor CUEFLILIGILD HISTL QUITIHETTSEH (Object) DL (HIGLD
FHHSILUOGRMTET. 60160 Caulem&HCU @QeVEHRUWE GQFTEVLEITLVMTSH
LTS M.

@60 600TE GG TELD 2 M6 (P @ LILIBSALD:

Lo L el Wwev ey G Qevel-
GiUI._IJ'ITGiU (Claude Levi-Strauss) &60T&| 'The Elementary Structures of Kinship' HIT 69l6v LD6'Gﬂ§5
LieooTLIML 60T 2 mepenm  eUuUbsSL SMsSSIL Lere(HLmm
SOUUGSRMTT. "GQuUevorsefleor UFIDMMHMID  6TedTLZI  FepsLl
LIFeruLI iy & &) 601 S| LILIDL & SLLeMOLILIMS LD, L0 6011 & 60T
@Quwmensuled(BHS LIMUTUMLIGMEG HEBEFUSMEBTET (NS ETEnLD
BlIUBHSMOTWTEHID ONBMS. ISIC &FePSHES GH(WNE&EHEHES
@ enL G 6 ) M1 60 L0 6M I L LD FepsLl L9) 60 600T L1 600 LIW| LD
2 _(lpeu IT&'»@@ MSI." (Levi-Strauss, The Elementary Structures of Kinship, 1969, p. 481)

("The exchange of women is the basic mechanism of all reciprocity and the primary condition for the transition
from nature to culture... It establishes between groups a certain social solidarity.") (eLO6VLD)

Qevadl-eruLFmerv Blmia|ld @B LiFeruLIFLl LFImmHmUOLD (Reciprocity) &FELO S
RUILUBSUNLD &S Bememuilel (EWemLWTsS WMIHSICUTHMS.
M&EHemeTUllev @QEHSTLL 2 LeTUTCLIT Vsl GHVmEHEHEHS
@enLCuwwimerr FLOFFGLM FrsHwLdlevensy; gemenfley I miGLl GlLIevor
MWL LI(H6US 5 6oT6rT.
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Felns WTILaWeTeTy U&sHeuGHEFN) LUMTTH @ LUmms SmlUlNGWm
GUME "UeorUMLIgedr &Fewngs Fser eauCUTEICL GHLULUS
SLLenLIenUL LewILUBSSID 2. MeysemneTGW (NG eTenloLILI(h & SILD.
Uyenuurl ufllommmwmm, Fens 2. MUSH &S 256U 56010615 L
Umellwev elleusmeusmemens &Fepsld RIHCUMSILD HeOTSl  (LNSHEITEnLD
SWLILITS gM&BTSI; LMMmMs 3ensg edlefibLilev LLH G m6eus GLD."
(USBHUGHEF6V LUMTTS), LicvorLITL () LOMssIL a6, 2003, LI&. 219)

QS MeLETLLNWLIT 60088 G 6m6menl 60T LI60T 31555 6060015 (& 6T GF[JE 85 TLO6Y,
'GlemeoorLIL|MID'  6TeoTLll LMGSHen6m0rs@EG  @)6me6oorulns: 3 eorLileor
o H5) 6060075 F QeUefIGW BlMISH emeusSHemnns: &L LN6TeT eV ©)586m& W
Felns mlmiauerll LUMsIs UL el & Ger Q& ulevLIL_(H6T6meor.

Wige en:

FR&H @eVHERHW 355 Hemenr LOTLI6 ‘e85 emeT 6T60T LIS
RIMHGHMVE HMHT SHallgSiel gaHsn D (RIDVEY. S GQSHITeV
SDEFFeNGSH 60T LIMeder S ST, 2 L 6eSluleh THFIUI6L LInMMILD Felnss
Bloialers &L HLUUTHSHmMET @@MhICsHs Qalafllu@ssn rslafluliev
21,6 600T LD MG LD.

LNCHEV »LLECSHT BlmIQD HH&HTFES CoTL LML IQ6TLIL, SFLDNGLID 6T60TM
SSHWMM eleflibmlensul] GlLicoorevoller & eo0fledT GIev L (HIGLD
@RHTH @NEGL AHSTT  Fobplomevwlsarenenul @5 S5 emevor
QeueflliL(B &SR M.

GeTmL. Qeval-euLlgmeny LMMID USBSHUSF) UTTSH ellens:@Gl Fens
@RUUBS LD GHLWDU BlmIaeT 2 HelMH&HININ @H 6 FMEHHWLILILTHSET6V,
FePSGLD N&EHHemeTenl ' 6eTLIN6T 83155 6m600T' S @H6T 3| eDILNFH) &S TLO6
'Glem6oTLIL|MLD' 6T60T 6TLEMEY QUGS S 6R(HEHMEVLILILFL0meor, SmMlulmLl
LpeusSHeor Wsmeor FILL eflevssLlilL. GeueoorlqUl LiM (D& 6Teor
Bloe&H DS

@eualmaH Uy, @eVHEHIW @)6VESHETHIG6T IPHUIL HemsH e HHS

al(elss wrsLalluley  wLHmid AH&EMTIE Ca:mLlumbhsserleor
SleneooTCWIMT(H eI@&GLCLMS, LetoTeml & SLOIP&SH6v Blevallwl Limedleor
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APGTTL, UTOWeY SHmLSG6T WOHMID FeNgG RUOMIEG eTeUedmml
&L L6eMNGGEHLILILL 60T 6T60TLIENS LOLNTE aleThRIS &6 & TeT6T (NI S M.

g.lGO)GO‘OTg‘;.Hm IJI°_Lq.u.I6b (References):

1. &HNS5esMTms. 2. CGal. Frllpmenswy USILIL, &I NFHEFLLD,
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2. eMSHVMFUS, &. Ueorenl s ST eumpend eublum@im. umifl
Bl606VLILD, Q & 60T60)60T, 1966.

3. QsmusTUlIwr. Q&meusmULIwWwD: QUTHeTSH ST (@)6TLDLLTeor
2 6. FMIST LS LILISLD, GF60T6060T, 2010.

4. BEFFeTTIGHNWF. QHTLSHTLULIWD  QUTHTHSGTFL 2 60I.
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