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ABSTRACT-Drinking of coffee is liked and loved by many and coffee fans can be seen in every corner of the world.People 

offer a cup of coffee for winning the heart of loved ones. Drinking coffee removes the stress, warms the body, brings smile on the 

face and regenerates the energy, creates the plot for time pass and chatting and so on. Coffee beans are grown in the southern part 

of India along side of spices by small growers. As coffee beans are grown along side of cinnamon and cardamom, the flavor of 

Indian coffee is spicy. In India tea is more popular than coffee. 80 percent of coffee is produced for exporting. In the production 

of coffee India ranks 7th in the world. Coffee in India took birth in Chikkamagalur of Karnataka state. Around 1600 AD, the 

history of coffee in India started. In Chikkamagalur, Baba Budhan, the Indian Sufi Saint after returning from his pilgrimage 

planted 7 coffee seeds of mocha1 near his court yard of his hermitage. In the beginning the coffee plants spread gradually in the 

backyards later on to the hilly areas of Chikkamagalur known as Baba Buddhan Hills or Giri. During the great depression, the 

coffee industry suffered lot. In view of helping and supporting coffee industry the government of India set up the Coffee Cess 

Committee later on the committee became Coffee Board of India. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Drinking of coffee is liked and loved by many and coffee fans can be seen in every corner of the world.People offer a cup of 

coffee for winning the heart of loved ones. Drinking coffee removes the stress, warms the body, brings smile on the face and 

regenerates the energy, creates the plot for time pass and chatting and so on. In the world, yearly 0.5 trillion cups of coffee is 

consumed and is a third highest consumed drink in the world where, water and tea stand 1st and 2nd. In most of the most of the 

countries, a coffee bar and snack bar is found at the corners with crowd of the cities. Coffee is produced in some nations world 

but is consumed worldwide.  

 As coffee beans have caffeine, beans are used in preparing coffee, cola, cosmetics and pharmaceuticals. Black coffee has 

some medicinal values and it contains Sodium, Potassium, Magnesium, Manganese, Riboflavin and Niacin. The content 

contained in black coffee has 95 percent of water and a cup of coffee may be suggested for moderate consumption for maintaining 

daily fluid balance in human body and for avoiding dehydration. 

 Coffee beans are grown in the southern part of India along side of spices by small growers. As coffee beans are grown 

along side of cinnamon and cardamom, the flavor of Indian coffee is spicy. In India tea is more popular than coffee. 80 percent of 

coffee is produced for exporting. In the production of coffee India ranks 7th in the world. Other coffee producing nations of the 

world are Guatemala of Central America, Honduras, Mexico, Uganda, India, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Colombia, Vietnam, Brazil, 

etc.,After oil,coffee is second globally traded product.  

 

REMARKABLE BACKGROUND OF COFFEE IN INDIA 

 Coffee in India took birth in Chikkamagalur of Karnataka state. Around 1600 AD, the history of coffee in India started.In 

Chikkamagalur, Baba Budhan, the Indian Sufi Saintafter returning from his pilgrimage planted 7 coffee seedsof mocha1 near his 

court yard of his hermitage. In the beginning the coffee plants spread gradually in the backyards later on to the hilly areas of 

Chikkamagalur known as Baba Budhan Hills or Giri.In the British regime coffee cultivation got momentum. In the Malabar 

region the Dutch started growing coffee. But the real momentum for growth of coffee started after the establishment of Arabica 

coffee plantations across the hilly county in South India. Mr. J H Jolly a British manager of Parry & Co. a trading company 

identified the enormous potentiality of Chandragiri and forwarded a request for 40 acres land to plant coffee to then Mysore 

Government. This success boosted the people to take up the plantation of coffee and the same propagated for growing coffee in 

the region and later the lively ecosystem gradually developed. 

 In South India Commercial plantations started in late 1820s. In Mysore there were only seven British planters in 1856 

and the number increased to 662 by 1869. Indian coffee got good name in the world because of its better quality. In 1930, Thomas 

Cannon established a large scale plantation in Chikkamagalur. In 1943 Mr. Frederic Green initiated the growing coffee in Igoorin 

Sakaleshapur (Munjerabad) followed by MockettJupp Anderson and Elliot. Fred Meppen opened an estate near Yemmedoddi 

(Kadur) in 1843. Malabar muslims brought seeds and seedlings form DattatreyaPeetha it gave birth to the coffee gardens in 

Nalaknad village in Coorg.  Later it spread to Coorg, Sampigeghats, etc., Major James Ouchterlony started estates in the ‘0’ 

valley of Nilgiris in 1840. By 1825 Coffee entered to Wayanaad, Kerala. In 1860 Arnold opened Nelliampatheis, Pondicherry. 

The attempts of growing coffee in Castle Rock (Goa) failed but was little successful in Assam, Orissa and Andaman. By 

supplying seeds to local people, Brodic introduced Arabica to the Pamuleru valley in Andhra Pradesh in early 1898 but result was 

not satisfactory. Similar attempt was made atSircilla in Karim Nagar district of Andhra Pradesh and results were good. 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2018 JETIR August 2018, Volume 5, Issue 8                                       www.jetir.org  (ISSN-2349-5162)  
 

JETIRA006211 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 1218 
 

 During the great depression, the coffee industry suffered lot. In view of helping and supporting coffee industry the 

government of India set up the Coffee Cess Committee later on the committee became Coffee Board of India. The board was 

funding to the exporters in the beginning. The World War-II closed the routes of export. Therefore the board took the 

responsibility of marketing of the produceand started buying coffee from planters. 

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The study has following objectives. 

 To study the past and future of  coffee production in India 

 To study the regional expansion of coffee plantation in India 

 To study the area of plantation, production and productivity of coffee in India. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

 The study is based on the secondary data. Data related to the area of plantation, production and productivity of coffee are 

collected from various sources, presented in tables and analyzed.  

 

REGIONAL EXPANSION OF COFFEE PLANTATION AFTER INDEPENDENCE 

 After independence and till the start of liberalization era in1991, pooling the produce for selling coffee was practiced. 

But after 1991 i.e., in the post- liberalization period the government permitted the coffee planters to market their produce directly 

without central pooling. As on day there are 16 exclusive varieties of coffee are available in India. Coffee in India is grown in 

western and Eastern Ghats of Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnadu. The coffee plantation is expanded to Andhra Pradesh and Odisha 

on the Eastern Coast, Assam, Manipur, Meghalay, Mizoram, Tripura, Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh. Arabica and Robust are 

the important varieties of coffee grown in India. In upper hills Arabica is grown and in the low level hills Robusta is grown. 

 

TOTAL AREA UNDER COFFEE PLANTATION IN INDIA 

 Coffee is demand all over the world but cannot be produced all over the world. It is the gift of god that India has good 

climate and conducive ecosystem for the production of coffee. Coffee in India is planted in few states and are divided as 

traditional areas, non-traditional areas and north eastern areas. Traditional areas include Karnataka, Kerala and Tamilnaduand 

non-traditional areas include Andhra Pradesh and Odisha. Mainly, Arabica and Robusta are the two popular varieties of coffee are 

grown in India. In India, total area under plantation of coffee stood at 454722 hectares of which Arabica variety  228910 hectares 

(50.3%)  and Robusta variety 225812 hectares (49.7%) as on the year 2017-18. Karnataka is major grower of coffee accounts for 

244785 hectares followed by Kerala and Tamilnadu with total area of coffee plantation of 85880 hectares and 35607 hectares of 

coffee plantation respectively in 2017-18. A total of 80438 hectares and 8013 hectares of plantation area is represented by non-

traditional and North East regions. The following table shows the clear scene of coffee plantation in Inadia. 

Table 1. Area under Coffee Plantation in Different States in 2017/18 (in Hectares) 
State Arabica % Robusta % Total % 

Karnataka 108795 23.9 135990 29.9 244785 53.8 

Kerala 4231 0.9 81649 18.0 85880 18.9 

Tamilnadu 29513 6.5 6094 1.3 35607 7.8 

Total for Traditional Areas 142539 31.3 223733 49.2 366272 80.5 

Non Traditional Areas 80174 17.6 264 0.1 80438 17.7 

North Eastern Region 6198 1.4 1815 0.4 8013 1.8 

          Total (India) 228910 50.3 225812 49.7 454722 100.0 

Source: Data base Cf May 2018 web Market Research & Intelligence Unit, Coffee Board, Bengaluru 

 

COFFEE PRODUCTION IN DIFFERENT STATES  

 India ranks 7th in the production of coffee in the world. India produces two varieties of coffee namely Arabica and 

Robusta. Indian coffee is of good and distinct quality and due to its spicy flavor  demanded in the international market. The total 

production of coffee in the year 2017-18  stood at 316000 metric tonnes of which 221000 metric tonnes(69.9%) of Robusta and 

95000 metric tonnes(30.1%) of Arabica variety in India.Karnataka stands first in the production of coffee in India. 70.3 percent of 

India's production is from Karnataka only. Karnataka produced 222300 Mt tonnes (70.3%) of which Robusta 153275 Mt tonnes 

(48.5 %)    and 69025 Mt tonnes (21.8%) in the same year. Following table gives details about the production pattern of coffee in 

India. 

Table 2. Coffee Production in Different Statesin 2017/18 

State Arabica 

(MtT) 

% Robusta 

(MtT) 

% Total 

(MtT) 

% 

Karnataka 69025 21.8 153275 48.5 222300 70.3 

Kerala 2160 0.7 63575 20.1 65735 20.8 

Tamilnadu 13400 4.2 4040 1.3 17440 5.5 

Total for Traditional Areas 84585 26.8 220890 69.9 305475 96.7 

Andhra Pradesh 9580 -- 20 -- 9600 -- 

Odisha 740 -- 00 -- 740 -- 

Non Traditional Areas 10320 3.3 20 0.0 10340 3.3 

North Eastern Region 95 0.0 90 0.0 185 0.1 

          Total (India) 95000 30.1 221000 69.9 316000 100.0 

Source: Data base Cf May 2018 web Market Research & Intelligence Unit, Coffee Board, Bengaluru 
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PRODUCTIVITY COFFEE IN INDIA 

The productivity of any product will determine the profitability of the production unit. In India, total area under plantation of 

coffee stood at 454722 hectares of which Arabica variety  228910 hectares (50.3%)  and Robusta variety 225812 hectares (49.7%) 

as on the year 2017-18. The total production of coffee in the year 2017-18 stood at 316000 metric tonnes of which 221000 metric 

tonnes (69.9%) of Robusta and 95000 metric tonnes  (30.1%) of Arabica variety in India. 

           The productivity of coffee in India varies in different regions. In India on an average 765 kg of coffee per hectare is 

produced in the year 2017-18. The productivity of coffee differs from variety to variety and region to region. India's average 

productivity of Robusta variety of coffee per hectare stood at 1031 kgs and 478 kgs of Arabica variety. The productivity of coffee 

per hectare is highest in Karnataka i.e.,983 kgs. 1211 kgs and 692 kgs of coffee of Robusta and Arabica per hectare is the 

productivity in Karnataka respectively in the year 2017-18. Kerala and Tamilnadu have similar total average productivity of 774 

kgs per hectare in the same year. The productivity is lowest in North Eastern Region with only 63 kgs per hectare. This clearly 

indicates that the Karnatak, Kerala and Tamilnadu are better situated for the plantation of coffee. The productivity of Robusta 

variety is higher than Arabica. The following table give clear picture about the productivity in different regions and different 

varieties. 

Table 3. Productivity Coffee in India and in Different States in 2017/18 

State Arabica 

(kg/Hect) 

Robusta 

(kg/Hect) 

Total 

(kg/Hect) 

Karnataka 692 1211 983 

Kerala 546 785 774 

Tamilnadu 482 695 774 

Total for Traditional Areas 643 1035 886 

AndhraPradesh 157 76 157 

Odisha 188 -- 188 

Non Traditional Areas 159 76 158 

North Eastern Region 43 128 63 

          Total (India) 478 1031 765 

Source: Data base Cf May 2018 web Market Research & Intelligence Unit, Coffee Board, Bengaluru 

 

FINDINGS 

 80 percent of coffee is produced for exporting 

 In the production of coffee India ranks 7th in the world 

 Coffee, in India took birth in Chikkamagalur of Karnataka state 

 In Chikkamagalur, Baba Budhan, the Indian Sufi Saint after returning from his pilgrimage planted 7 coffee seeds of mocha1 

near his court yard of his hermitage 

 Malabar muslims brought seeds and seedlings form DattatreyaPeetha it gave birth to the coffee gardens in Nalaknad village 

in Coorg 

 Thomas Cannon established a large scale plantation in Chikkamagalur 

 In South India Commercial plantations started in late 1820s 

 Arabica and Robusta are the two popular varieties of coffee are grown in India. 

 In India, total area under plantation of coffee stood at 454722 hectares of which Arabica variety  228910 hectares (50.3%)  

and Robusta variety 225812 hectares (49.7%) as on the year 2017-18. 

 Karnataka stands first in the production of coffee in India. 70.3 percent of India's production is from Karnataka only.  

 India ranks 7th in the production of coffee in the world.  

 In India  on an average 765 kg of coffee per hectare is produced in the year 2017-18. 

 India's average productivity of Robusta variety of coffee per hectare stood at 1031 kgs and 478 kgs of Arabica variety. 

 The productivity of coffee per hectare is highest in Karnataka i.e., 983 kgs. 1211 kgs and 692 kgs of coffee of Robusta and 

Arabica per hectare is the productivity in Karnataka respectively in the year 2017-18.  

 

CONCLUSION 

Eighty percent of coffee is produced for exporting.  In the production of coffee India ranks 7 th in the world. Coffee, in India 

took birth in Chikkamagalur of Karnataka state. Coffee in India took birth in Chikkamagalur of Karnataka state. Around 1600 

AD, the history of coffee in India started. In Chikkamagalur, Baba Budhan, the Indian Sufi Saint after returning from his 

pilgrimage planted 7 coffee seeds of mocha1 near his court yard of his hermitage. In the beginning the coffee plants spread 

gradually in the backyards later on to the hilly areas of Chikkamagalur known as Baba Buddhan Hills or Giri. In the British 

regime coffee cultivation got momentum. In the Malabar region the Dutch started growing coffee. But the real momentum for 

growth of coffee started after the establishment of Arabica coffee plantations across the hilly county in South India. 
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