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ABSTRACT: The basic tasks were inserted by the 42nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1976, into Section IV-A of our 

Constitution. Under article 51-A, we actually have 11 basic duties in our constitution, which are legislative duties that are 

enforceable by statute. The concept behind the adoption of fundamental rights was to stress the citizen's responsibility in 

return for the integral fundamental rights they enjoyed. The Indian Constitution's Section IVA deals with Basic Obligations. 

As of today, there are 11 basic obligations. These responsibilities were initially not included in the Constitution of India. The 

42nd and 86th Constitutional Amendment Acts incorporated basic obligations. People are constitutionally bound to perform 

these duties by the Constitution. However, they are non-justifiable, like the Directive Standards, lacking any judicial penalty 

in the event of their failure or non-compliance. 
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INTRODUCTION 

It should help to weld our people into one country to honor and conserve the rich heritage of the mosaic 

that is India, but it will take far more than Article 51A to treat all human beings fairly, to honor each religion 

and to confine it to the private sphere and not make it a bone of contention between the various cultures of 

this world. To balance the claims of the private citizen and those of civil society is the most critical 

challenge before us[1]. 

To do this, it is necessary to lead the individual person to be mindful of his social and citizenship obligations 

and to mold society so that we all become vigilant and considerate of our fellow citizens' inalienable rights. 

Knowledge of our citizenship responsibilities is, thus, as critical as awareness of our rights[1]. 

It is important to note here the relationship between rights and duties that the right of one is the duty of 

another and it is obligatory for a person that one should also perform his duty when enjoying the rights in 

order to respect other persons, communities, society and the country. Without carrying out the activities, 

one cannot enjoy the rights. Under Article 32 of the Constitution of India, fundamental rights are protected 

by the supreme court of India and the commitments implied by fundamental rights are of an obligatory 

kind[2]. 

Constitutional privileges are the other rights enshrined in the Constitution of India, and the basic obligations 

of Chapter IV-A are not a legislative duty, rather a spiritual and social obligation. The DPSP issued under 

Chapter IV of the Constitution of India is not enforceable by the statute, which is the government's 

guidance. Through doing our roles, we protect the freedom of everyone[2]. 

What the people are is the country. If a nation's people do not strive for their country's advancement, so 

that nation will not succeed. The entire duty lies on the people to carry their country to greater heights. 

Sovereignty in India rests in the hands of India's people. It is the obligation of people to bear on their 

shoulders the responsibility of ensuring that order, justice and liberty are retained[3]. 

Our task is to see our nation stand out as the finest expression of racial, cultural, communal and religious 

unity within the comity of nations. We have responsibilities to our motherland. Knowledge of our 

obligations is as important as understanding of our rights. Guy should not exist only by himself. He lives 

for the benefit of both people and himself. In order to improve the lives of all, citizens should work for the 

improvement of their nation[3]. 
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Just as we have privileges, we also have some obligations. In 1976, on the recommendations of the Swaran 

Singh Committee, the Fundamental Duties of citizens were added to the Constitution by the 42nd 

Amendment. In Part IVA, Article 51 A was included in the Constitution of India. Originally ten in number, 

by the 86th Amendment in 2002, the Fundamental Duties were increased to eleven. Article 51 A of the 

Indian Constitution starts with the words " It shall be the duty of every citizen of India”[4]. 

DISCUSSION 

Our country, India, has the world's longest written constitution. In this, every individual's rights are kept in 

mind. The three state organs, however, cannot make this country self-reliant until they also receive the 

proper support from the citizens. There are, therefore, certain fundamental duties that are expected to be 

carried out by citizens. In this article, we will discuss the fundamental duties that the citizens of our country 

are expected to carry out. It is a moral obligation for citizens to preserve the feeling of patriotism and unity 

among all the nation's citizens[5]. 

It is important to understand that if citizens are not willing to participate actively by discharging their duties 

that are expected to be done by them, no democratic system could ever succeed. Our Constitution has given 

us different rights and expects us to perform certain duties in return. Article 51(A) deals with these 

fundamental duties and has 11 basic duties that citizens are expected to fulfil (there were 10 earlier and 

11th was added later by the 86th amendment). First, these 11 fundamental tasks will be discussed and then 

we can move on to the next topic, whether or not it is necessary[5]. 

The need for a fundamental duty in our constitution can easily be understood from these fundamental 

duties. The sovereignty of our nation is required to be protected. To keep our nation's unity and integrity. 

Rights and responsibilities go hand in hand and are not separable at any cost. Fundamental obligations and 

fundamental rights are two sides of a coin that we know cannot be separated from each other. It is also 

found to be the need for the hour in our constitution to introduce fundamental duties[6]. 

Nowadays, we can see clearly that people are going to begin protesting and how often it gets violent. There 

are many instances where protests have become violent and people are beginning to vandalize public 

property and disrespect the government. Citizens go beyond the line here and often forget their moral 

obligation to the nation. During the National Emergency of 1976, there was a similar condition in our 

country where our country's then ruling party, i.e. The Sardar Swaran Singh Committee was formed by 

India's National Congress[6]. 

The main purpose of this committee was to propose an amendment to India's Constitution (mainly for the 

recommendations of fundamental duties). This committee suggested that citizens should know that they 

also have some duties in order to enjoy their rights and that they should comply with those duties. 8 points 

of fundamental duties were recommended by this committee[7]. 

Finally, we can conclude that we have come to know about every aspect of Fundamental Duties in this 

article and can clearly understand the need and significance of Fundamental Duty by reading every aspect 

of it. As our government realized that a civil society (discussed earlier in this article) cannot be created by 

the state alone, it was added to our constitution. Our nation's citizens need to play a vital role in achieving 

the fundamental purpose of our constitution. As mentioned in Article 51A of our Constitution, they can do 

this by following their duties towards the nation[7]. 

We can clearly understand that there is a direct relationship between fundamental rights and fundamental 

duties by reading all the fundamental rights and fundamental duties together. In some or other way, they 

are connected. It often becomes hard for one to relate to them. But the assignment becomes much simpler 

if we read it together. Article 21(A), for example, is similar to Article 51 A (k)[7]. 

Both of these papers talk about a child's education between the ages of 6-14. On the other hand, while 

Article 21(A) imposes an obligation on the state to ensure that no one is deprived of the right to education, 

Article 51 A(k) imposes an obligation on the citizen to ensure that no child is deprived of schooling. The 

ultimate objective of the constitutional provision under Article 21(A) for the provision of education for 

children is, therefore, to be fulfilled by this fundamental obligation (Article 51A(k)). We can therefore 
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clearly understand here by this illustration that Fundamental Duties assist in the interpretation of any 

constitutional provision[7]. 

It is the duty of every citizen to respect the ideals of freedom, justice, equality, brotherhood and institutions, 

namely, the executive, the legislature and the judiciary, to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals 

and institutions, the National Flag and the National Anthem. Therefore, by not indulging in any activities 

that violate them in letter and spirit, all of us are meant to maintain the dignity of the constitution. It also 

states that if a citizen shows disregard for the constitution, the National Anthem or the National Flag by 

any open or covert act, it would doom all our rights and very existence as citizens of a sovereign nation[7]. 

The citizens of India must cherish and follow the noble ideals that inspired our national struggle for 

freedom, and the noble ideals that inspired the national struggle for freedom must be cherished and 

followed. These ideals were those of building a just society with liberty, equality, non-violence, 

brotherhood and world peace, and a united nation. If the citizens of India remain conscious of these ideals 

and committed to them, we will be able to rise above the various separatist tendencies that now and then, 

here and there, raise their ugly heads[8]. 

It is one of the preeminent national duties of all people of India to preserve and defend the dignity, stability 

and dignity of India. India is a large and complex nation of various castes, religions, races, and linguistic 

individuals; if the country's independence and stability are jeopardized, then it is not possible to unify the 

nation. Therefore, authority rests with the people in every way. It should be recalled that fair limitations on 

freedom of speech and expression are allowed for the sake of the dignity and independence of India, which 

were first alluded to in the preamble and even under 19(2) of fundamental rights[8]. 

It is the responsibility of any person to protect our country from foreign enemies to defend the country and 

make national service when called upon to do so. Both people are bound to be aware of any such elements 

entering India and should also be able to take up arms to protect themselves when in need. It is meant for 

all civilians, rather than those belonging to the military, the navy and the air force[8]. 

Promoting unity and the spirit of collective brotherhood among all the people of India, transcending ethnic, 

linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; renouncing activities that are disrespectful to the equality of 

women; the presence of one flag and one citizenship reinforces the spirit of brotherhood among citizens, 

considering the vast diversity among people. It notes that citizens in all fields of social operation should 

rise above limited cultural distinctions and aspire for excellence[8]. 

Our cultural heritage is one of the noblest and richest, and it is also part of the heritage of the world, to 

honor and conserve the rich heritage of our composite society. Hence, it is our duty to defend, conserve 

and pass on to future generations what we have inherited from the past. India is now one of the world's 

most ancient civilisations. The world is well aware of our contributions to poetry, technology, literature, 

and this land is also the birthplace of Hinduism, Jainism, and Buddhism[9]. 

To conserve and enhance the natural world, including trees, streams, rivers and animals, and to have respect 

for living beings, these natural reserves are our country's most valuable properties, so it is the responsibility 

of any person to protect them. Rising emissions and large-scale habitat destruction are causing tremendous 

damage to all human lives on earth. The spike in natural hazards is evidence of this. It is also enhanced by 

other legislative requirements in compliance with Article 48A, i.e. Directive Values of State policy on the 

conservation and development of the environment and the protection of trees and wildlife[9]. 

It is a recognized reality that it is important to benefit from the events and changes around the world for 

our own growth and cultivate the scientific temperament, humanism and spirit of inquiry and change. In 

order to keep pace with the constantly developing climate, it is the responsibility of any person to preserve 

and encourage the scientific temper and spirit of inquiry[9]. 

It is sad that in a nation that preaches non-violence to the rest of the world, we ourselves see from time to 

time acts of senseless violence and degradation of public property in order to protect public property and 

to abjure violence. In the present scenario where strike, revolt, etc. have become a regular practice, this one 

carries a great significance among all the fundamental duties. Whenever there is a strike or bandh or march, 
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the crowd creates a mind-set to damage public assets such as buses, buildings and to rob them and make 

silent spectators of people who are protectors[10]. 

In all fields of individual and social practice, to aspire for perfection such that the country continually 

grows to greater standards of endeavour and achievement. As conscientious people, whatever work we do 

should be targeted at reaching the target of perfection in order to continually lift our nation to greater 

standards of effort and accomplishment. Not only does this provision have the ability to rebuild and restore 

the government, but also to lift it to the highest degree of excellence practicable[10]. 

Who is a father or guardian to provide his child with educational opportunity or, as the case may be, ward 

between the ages of six and fourteen, was the National Commission's proposal to revisit the constitutional 

work to make schooling a basic right to all children up to the age of 14. However, the 86th Constitutional 

Amendment Act, 2002 provided for free and compulsory schooling for all children from the ages of 6 and 

14 as a constitutionally enforceable basic right[10]. 

CONCLUSION & IMPLICATION 

Finally, however, it can be seen that government efforts cannot be successful until the country's people 

usually engage in the government's decision-making process. And unstated obligations such as voting 

should be successfully discharged by the voters. In order to take an interest in local neighbourhood issues, 

politically spirited individuals and politicians should come forward. These tasks are a daily reminder to us 

of both the national priorities and the universal norms of democratic order. They can urge us to inculcate a 

sense of social responsibility in ourselves. 

The Directive Principles of State Policy and Fundamental Duties (Directive Principles of State Policy and 

Fundamental Duties) are parts of the Indian Constitution which prescribe the fundamental obligations of 

the State to its people and the duties of citizens to the State. The Fundamental Duties are defined as all 

citizens' moral responsibilities to help spread a spirit of patriotism and to maintain India's unity. These 

obligations, laid down in Section IV-A of the Constitution, concern persons and the country. People are 

constitutionally bound to perform these duties by the Constitution. However, the Basic Obligations are not 

technically enforceable, i.e. in case of their infringement or non-compliance, without any judicial penalty. 

There is a need for all people to be bound by these obligations, subject to the State imposing the same by 

a valid statute, or else the law is in a very disadvantageous role. Finally, in this respect, the Supreme Court 

gave instructions to the State with a view to rendering the provisions functional and encouraging people to 

exercise their duties properly. This initiative was an effort to verify the enforceability of the basic 

obligations under the various laws referred to in the Indian Constitution. 
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