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Abstract:

Nowadays, it is very difficult to get a job and become financially sound to satisfy one’s daily
needs. This economically backwardness is a major challenge which today's youth is facing. Generation of
secondary income source apart from agriculture and forestry can be helpful in reducing this economic stress and
strain on them. India has varied cultural and geographical heritage, which can be used in favor of generating
secondary income source in different areas and states of India. Apart from other agro based enterprises which
today's stakeholders are imbibing, one very potential enterprise is beekeeping. To make the stakeholders
financially independent apiculture is one of the enterprise which can generate income. The youth and women of
rural area who are facing this financial problem can lessen it by adopting apiculture. This beekeeping enterprise
has a bright prospect for all the stakeholders. The second resource it is important that all the stakeholders should
be given proper training of beekeeping and processing of secondary bee products. All the stakeholders should be
given information regarding the various government schemes regarding beekeeping so that they can generate
more income from less investment and improve their livelihood. This enterprise will also help in environment
conservation and sustainable development.
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Introduction:

Today, beekeeping is an important, sustainable and integral agricultural activity under the rural
development program in India, since it provides nutritional, economic, and ecological security and balance. The
knowledge of agroclimatic conditions, the diversified flora, changing agri horticultural pattern of the crop, the
types of bees, the management practices etc play a pivotal role in transforming the beekeeping industry in the
country Beekeeping not only augment family income of farmers and native communities from bee products but
also motivate them in the protection and development of biodiversity. It is a business opportunity with social
economic, and ecological benefits that requires minimal time, money, labor and resources. It is concluded that
rural income and standard of living will increase if villages turns into centres of honey production, purification
and marketing.

Apiculture today is the scientific management of a natural phenomenon covering broad spectrum
of areas including research and technology development to economic advantages It is an agro based enterprise,
which is a management system that combines the production of agricultural crops, with bees and/or other
resources in the same area and which farmers can take up for additional income generation. Beekeeping aims to
increase or sustain productivity while maintaining ecological stability, as the honey bee does not compete for
natural resources with any other agricultural enterprise They act as micromanipulators to harvest nectar and pollen
from plant sources to produce honey and store it in beehives. It is a business opportunity with social, economic,
and ecological benefits that requires minimal time, money, labor, and resources. Beekeeping plays a valuable part
in improving rural livelihoods especially to forest dependent people in many developing countries [11, 15].

JETIRGE06017 | Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org | 81


http://www.jetir.org/

© 2024 JETIR April 2024, Volume 11, Issue 4 www.jetir.org(ISSN-2349-5162)

B ees are an integral part of our lives and without them life would take a very different turn.
There are well around 25,000 bee species in the world. The bees provide important natural products and services.
The bees pollinate flowers and therefore plays an important part in food production. Most plants are totally
dependent on certain types of bees for reproduction. It is also for this reason that commercial pollination has
begun to take shape in the larger agricultural industry Of all the bee species, the honeybee is the most
economically valuable as it is able to focus on particular plants at a time. It does not pollinate randomly because
it targets particular plant species in every outing. A single honeybee can pollinate thousands of flowers daily

Honey bees occur in nature as wild insects. However, because of their high economic importance,
the honey-bees, especially. A mellifera and A florea are domesticated and cultured, viz. reared and bred in
artificial hives.

Apiculture has a potential perspective for rural development There is a demand for honey and
other bee products and hence there is a need to motivate traditional beekeepers to adopt modern and scientific
beekeeping practices in order to increase the productivity of apiculture. There is a need to motivate the
unemployed youth to take up beekeeping enterprise as a means of self-employment and sustainable economic
source for Improvement of livelihood standard [16]

Collecting honey from wild bees from the forests has been in existence from a long time. Due to
such type of traditional method of honey hunting many colonies of wild bees are destroyed. This has disastrous
consequences for our biodiversity and ecology. Moreover, now a day, due to urbanization and de-forestation.
procurement of natural or pure honey is becoming difficult The understanding of the colonies and biology of bees
allowed the construction of movable comb hives so that honey could be harvested without destroying the entire
colony. Instead of traditional honey hunting, beekeeping as a livelihood had been introduced in many parts of
world as early as the 70's and today there are quite a number of countries that are engaged in beekeeping The
main source of income for apiarists is from the sale of honey and beeswax Some people also provide bees on a
rental basis to farmers and orchardists for pollination Pollination fees can be an important source of income for
some commercial beekeepers The pollination service delivered by the bees to our ecosystem is 20 to 117 times
more valuable than the financial worth of all beekeeping production To all pollination done by insects, bees
contribute by 70-80% The bee enhances yield of crops upto 30% - 40% by increasing pollination. The presence
of managed pollinators can increase quantity and improve quality of fruit yield in honeysuckle and various
orchard plants [5.6.10] Pollinators provide essential ecosystem services that contribute to the maintenance of
biodiversity and the survival of plant species, including crops that offer food security to numerous households
1201 Dwarf honey bees (Apis florea F.) are excellent pollinator of various economic crops and forest plants, and
they have a wide foraging range, thus leading to an improved regeneration of trees and promote a good floral
diversity. In that sense, beekeeping is important for maintaining our ecosystems in equilibrium.

It also helps to increase income for improved quality of life Beekeeping will not only augment
family income of farmers and indigenous communities from bec products but also motivate them in the protection
and development of biodiversity Beekeeping was ranked number one at the same level as agriculture as major
sources of income [12]

Now-a day young people are facing increasingly fewer opportunities to contribute to their
community's development and degradation of their environments Bee keeping is an economically sustainable
occupation, offering attractive avenues for self-employment with multiple benefits. Participation of rural women
and youth in beekeeping activities provides a unique opportunity to improve rural livelihood and hence poverty
reduction [12] The growth of the beekeeping industry, will help to overcome the growing unemployment rate in
recent years This activity has potential to provide regular income especially in agricultural areas. Apiculture has
the ability to generate economic, social and environmental value simultaneously

It is an important income-generating activity, which has a great potential for development [20]
Beekeeping can be done by all ages and gender and requires relatively low capital and does not require daily
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attention [11]. Participation of women and youth in beekeeping activities provides unique opportunities for the
women and youth to contribute to their livelihood [11]. Beekeeping contributes up to 33% of household income
in the miombo woodlands of Tanzania [19] and it employs about 2 million rural people [15]

In order to increase income from beekeeping activities, promoting and support of training on
processing of secondary bee products to women and youth beekeepers are important Stakeholder's involvement
in promoting and support beekeeping awareness campaigns is crucial to enhance the contribution of the sector
for livelihood improvement and environmental conservation [12]

Apicultural practices towards rural income can be viewed as a means of cradicating poverty in
developing countries [13,14,18] Using primary data collected through structured questionnaires, Chazovachu et
al. (2012) concluded that food, income in form of cash, employment and scenery creation for tourism are major
benefits derived from apicultural practices in Chitanga village of Mwenezi district of Zimbabwe Bradbear (2009)
on the other hand concluded that beekeeping does not require expensive equipment, as simple hives can be made
from local materials by local artesian. Ajao and Oladimeji (2012) assessed the contribution of apicultural practices
to household income and poverty alleviation in Kwara state of Nigeria. Qaiscret al (2013) conducted an impact
assessment of beekeeping in sustainable rural livelihood in Chakwal and Sargodha in Pakistan. Relying on
descriptive statistics, apiculture was found to increase keepers' income. Saha (2002) conducted an exploratory
study in Bangladesh and concluded that beekeeping is a proven technology as a good profitable venture requiring
small investment of capital and skilled labor and high yield in comparison to other poverty reduction activities.

To alleviate the problem of poverty in rural areas, looking for alternative technologies that too
which are environment friendly are crucial. Introduction of improved beekeeping technologies is an alternative
income generating activities which can be appropriate solution for sustainable development [2]

Conclusion:

1 Beekeeping requires less time, money and infrastructure investments.

2 Honey and bee wax can be produced from an area of little agricultural value.

3 Due to the important role of bees in pollination, beekeeping increases the yield of certain crop and fruit plants.
4 Rural economic activities will increase if villages turns into centres of honey production, purification and
marketing

5 It can be taken up by women, youths, farmers as a hobby or on commercial basis.
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