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Abstract 

Social media in the modern era prescribes what young adults think about themselves — their beauty, social 

status, and physical makeup. Social media is more likely to promote highly edited models of beauty, i.e., 
whiteness, thinness, and muscularity. Though they offer places to be creative, to be oneself, and to be cared for, 

they also promote these edited models of beauty. In India, the world's beauty standards collide with a culture 

that runs very deep, giving rise to complex issues for young adults and youths. The study examines the effect of 
social media on young Indians' body image and self-esteem. Based on the Perception–Exposure–Impact (PEI) 

model, the study examines the vulnerability and resilience factors in five cities — Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, 
Hyderabad, and Kochi. The study is grounded in secondary sources such as IAMAI digital penetration reports, 

NFHS-5 surveys, WHO mental health statistics, and over fifty peer-reviewed articles. The findings were further 

strengthened by seeking advice from media researchers and psychologists as well. Delhi and Mumbai are 
identified as being most exposed through peer comparison, algorithmic ideals of beauty, and up-and-coming 

influencer culture. Hyderabad and Kochi are comparatively resilient with the help of collectivist family 
structures and cultural diversity, with Bengaluru being in the middle. It is also gendered: young men embrace 

more muscular ideals, but young women are more concerned with thinness and looks.  By and large, the 

research reaches the point that social media is a two-edged sword — empowering public spaces of activism and 
creativity in one sense, and promoting low self-esteem and self-objectification in another. It proposes remedies 

like providing education in digital literacy in schools, more stringent controls over sites, regular mental health 
checks, and body diversity initiatives in the media. The study acknowledges that its limitation lies in being only 

on second-level data and suggests that future research utilizes mixed-method and longitudinal designs to 

enhance comprehension of the evolving Indian youth experience. 

 

1. Introduction 

          Background 

The decade has seen social media become way of life among Indian youth. There are over 750 million internet 

users in India—nearly half of them are under the age of 30 (IAMAI, 2023)—who utilize social networking sites 
like Instagram, YouTube, and recently banned app TikTok to transform how youths interact with each other, 

self-disclose, and view other people. Compared with the old media, in which the role of the citizens was merely 

that of passive reception, knowing what was happening, social media allow the citizens to be both consumer 
and producer of images, stories, and opinions. 
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This change has made structuring of body image construction and self-esteem development challenging. 
Cyberspace is well-mediated, brutally constructed images that encode for mostly white thin beauty in women 

and money and power in men. These standards over time not only mirror culture—these construct culture. By 
being constantly viewed and machine amplified, these are becoming normalizing, teaching young people how 

to judge themselves and others. 

Significance of the Study 

Social media depth is greater than face value. Teen and young adult psychological anchor, self-esteem, has also 
been directly impacted by comparison (Perloff, 2014; Rodgers et al., 2016). Constant exposure to idealized 

living and bodily appearance standards can ultimately result in dissatisfaction, anxiety, despair, and even eating 

disorders. 

Domestic colorism, caste, and gender roles in India intersect with international trends, and must intersect if they 

are to pose unique challenges to the young. There are high stakes on such issues but relatively little Indian 
published research—to too small sample size, too localized focus concentrated in a few cities or 

subpopulations, and not often the impact of algorithmic selection for visibility. This study fills these gaps with 

systematic, cross-city research design rooted in the Perception–Exposure–Impact (PEI) approach borrowing 
from global as well as Indian intellectual traditions. 

Research Gap 

Three general literature gaps inform this study: 

Geographic Scope – Extant research is mostly metro-focused and un-diverse in terms of vulnerability or 

resilience within city neighborhoods. 

Technological Mediation – Limited literature exists to learn about recommender systems' dissemination of 

beauty standards by selecting best-selling products. 

 

Intersectional Analysis – There is scant research that investigates the intersection of gender, class, and cultural 

ideologies to form an impact of social media in India. 

Objectives 

To establish the impact of social media on body image and self-esteem among Indian adolescents. 

To compare the vulnerability and resilience profile of the five Indian cities. 

To determine appearance pressures differences by gender. 

For informing evidence-based clinical practice, education, and policy guidelines. 

Hypotheses 

H1: There is a positive relationship between increased use of social media and worse self-esteem in 

adolescents. 

H2: Adolescents residing in big cities (e.g., Mumbai, Delhi) are body dissatisfied compared to adolescents 

residing in small cities (e.g., Hyderabad, Kochi). 

H3: Sex differences still exist today—girls are concerned with appearance, and boys are concerned with 
muscularity. 
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Theoretical Frameworks 

Some of the very first psychological and media theories that exist to describe such a multifaceted dynamic 
among self-concept, social media, and psychological well-being are utilized in this study: 

Social Comparison Theory (Festinger, 1954): Theory that showing people idealized images will lead to 

upward comparison and unhappiness. 

Objectification Theory (Fredrickson & Roberts, 1997): Explain how women would internalize external 

criticism and view themselves as objects to criticize. 

Cultivation Theory (Gerbner, 1976): Relies on consumption of main stream media messages over time 

shaping people's definition of normal or ideal. 

Self-Discrepancy Theory (Higgins, 1987): Influences psychological dissonance arising due to inconsistency 
of actual self and ideal self or social ideal self. 

Contribution 

The study contributes empirically as well as theoretically to the Indian digital media psychology literature. 

Empirically, it is among the very rare comparative, cross-city studies on self-esteem and body image among 
young Indians. Theoretically, it is applying dominant global models with the cultural context of India—

colorism and family collectivistic culture—and technology variables of algorithmic exposure to content. All 
these models are complimenting each other in explaining better how identity and self-concept are composed in 

the fast-expanding digital sphere through social media.  

2. Literature Review 

Cross-National Perceptions of Social Media, Body Image, and Self-Esteem 

The last 15 years have seen immense improvement in research conducted on body image and social media. All 

of the earlier research has a Western culture perspective to study. Facebook, Instagram, and Snapchat are social 
media platforms that were under the lens for socialization among teenagers.  

Perloff (2014) explained how adolescents are most vulnerable to body dissatisfaction via peer approval seeking 
and identity formation. Rodgers et al. (2016) have explained that appearance-oriented platforms such as 

Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube propagate appearance anxiety by triggering upward comparison to celebrities 

and influencers. 

Fardouly and Vartanian (2016) experimented in their research and classified that viewing idealized Instagram 

images for a limited time period increased adolescent girls’ body dissatisfaction. Further, Holland and 
Tiggemann (2017) in their meta-analysis found that the usage of social media had a persistent correlation with 

negative body image measures, particularly with adolescent girls. 

In men, Griffiths et al. (2018) found that exposure to muscularity-content on Instagram was a predictive factor 
for muscle dysmorphia symptoms and low self-esteem. From the study, it is clear that although women need to 

be thin and fair-skinned, men feel more under pressure to be muscular, strong, and powerful. 

Aparicio-Martínez et al.’s (2019) cross-cultural research among Spanish adolescents and confirmed that 

increased use of social media resulted in increased appearance anxiety and self-objectification. Marengo et al. 

(2018) also confirmed that Italian adolescents with increased use of selfies reported lower body dissatisfaction 
and self-esteem. 

There is accumulating evidence for social media as a cause of mental disorder. For example, Twenge and 
Campbell (2018) concluded that heavy Instagram use is linked to increasing depression and loneliness among 

US teenagers. The impact is strange, however: in many cases, moderate use will be neither here nor there, even 
possibly beneficial, but extreme use definitely does damage. 
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Where personal preferences are at stake, it is impossible to help but notice how algorithms come to play such a 
vital part in what we are exposed to online. Cotter (2019) had already determined that Instagram’s algorithm 

prefers photos that are highly edited, filtered, and hence more likely sexualized and only reasonably more likely 
to be very strict in following very strict beauty standards. The more kids they expose to this kind of thing, the 

more the algorithm is simply going to keep repeating itself over and over and over and pumping them with 

these echo chambers of these beautiful idealized conceptions. 

Choukas-Bradley et al. (2020) described the “appearance-related feedback loops” phenomenon. Not only are 

users watching idealized content, but they are creating it as well, and that makes them more self-objectified in 
the process. That is, algorithmic amplification is a even more powerful driving mechanism, which again 

reinforces body image anxiety. 

Body Positivity and Counter-Movements 

Whereas the majority of earlier studies focused on negative impacts, later studies now increasingly analyze 
more intensely the body positivity movement in social media. For example, Cohen et al. (2019) found that 

engagement with body-positive Instagram posts has beneficial effects on mood and body satisfaction but had 

partially contained effects in comparison with saturation with idealized images. Tiggemann and Zaccardo 
(2018) warn that healthy body behaviors reinforce traditional beauty ideals, thus lowering their ability to make 

meaningful change. Indian Body Image Research and Social Media 

Indian research is forthcoming in the context of the Western eye but is limited in scope. 

Khan (2019) interviewed college-student-level students from Mumbai to identify the utilization of Instagram 

among them and discovered a significant correlation between the use of Instagram and how young women 
compare themselves physically. 

Mishra and Banerjee (2020) realized that social media beauty blogs will spread colorism and fair expectations 
and continue cultural bias further. 

Raghavan (2021) described that Delhi boy youngsters are more under pressure to be even more concerned 

about their muscularity, and this is mostly being encouraged by fitness influencers whom they admire on 
Instagram. 

Sharma et al. (2022) had conducted a survey of 600 Delhi, Hyderabad, and Bengaluru students who were 
university members. They found that high social media users are low in self-esteem and are concerned about 

appearance. 

Patel and Thomas (2022) studied the life of youth in Kerala and found that social media performs a two-way 
role. Social media may impose unwanted looks pressures on the one hand, but it is also an important site of 

queer and feminist self-expression on the other hand. 

Regional inequality does prevail. Consider Kerala, for instance—for there, youth are protesting on mass levels 

because they’re more digitally knowledgeable as well as body diversity cause level. Delhi and Mumbai youth 

are more stressed out, though, primarily due to the rapid pace of cosmopolitan society and social media 
compulsion. 

 

Theoretical Frameworks in the Indian Context 

World study theories most applied—Social Comparison Theory, Objectification Theory, and Self-Discrepancy 
Theory—are applied in India but culturally interpreted. 

Social Comparison In India, collectivistic norms prevail are actually quite potent for what one’s relatives and 
friends think matters. 
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Objectification Theory This in fact specifically speaks to women because the deeply ingrained gender norms 
and the way that arranged marriage markets allow for the construction of body ideals resonate. 

Self-Discrepanncy Theory One has here the way in which colorism and caste pressure exert some pressures 
over and above those that are encountered within Western contexts. 

Emerging Issues in India 

Influencer Economy: Indian beauty influencers are laying down some pretty strict terms which are encouraging 

on one hand and sometimes out of one’s reach on the other. 
Colorism and Fairness Cream Marketing: Social media will bring centuries-old prejudices against whiter color 

into being. 

AI Filters: “Beauty filter” craze is altering the way we perceive ourselves by enabling the computer to retouch 
our faces slightly to the point where it is becoming harder to discern reality from a picture. 

Gaps in Mental Health: Shameful the way ignorance and lack of knowledge about mental health is making it 
harder and harder for low-esteem teenagers to cope. 

Gap in Research 

Below are the limitations which have been determined by this review: 

All the research which has been done in India appears to be of small scale and is to study one city at a time. 

Very few studies have applied the comparative methodology to study how Indian urban cities are d ifferent from 

each other. 
Although we do know algorithmic influence reaches into all the nooks and crannies of the world, much little 

has been done on this from the Indian perspective. 
The gendered differences are already well established but there’s much, much more to be learned in terms of 

men’s risks thus far, in spite of the cost of muscularity and fit culture. 

And there’s enormous ignorance about interventions—i.e., what schools, families, or policy interventions might 
do to oppose these threats. 

This research fills some of these gaps by applying the PEI framework in five cities. It is testing experimentally 
the force of gender difference and its algorithmic mediation while being advice-relevant to policy-making. 

 

 

3.Methodology  

Research Design 

Applied research design employed in this research is cross-city comparison under the Perception-Exposure-
Impact (PEI) framework. Even though self-reporting is theoretically highly survey-dependent, in this research 

some secondary evidence sources (published literature, country reports, and expert interviews) have been 
utilized with an attempt to form an Indian cities' total body image and self-esteem change estimate. 

The PEI Framework 

There are three dimensions of PEI framework: 

Perception (P): 

Reminds one of the ways social media makes it possible to contain beauty standards (thinness, muscularity, 

whiteness). 
Indices: rates of content, beauty-content rates, influencer density, and self-reported rates of appearance 

comparison. 
appearance comparison rates. 

beauty-content, influencer density, and self-reported appearance comparison rates. 
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Exposure (E): 
Monitors reach and frequency at which teens from various cities engage on social media. 

Measurement: virtual world reach, average screen time, and preference of platforms (Instagram, YouTube, 
Snapchat). Dimensions. 

preference (YouTube, Snapchat, Instagram). 

Influence (I): 
Qualitative comparison of people's psyche presentation and trend of behavior with self-esteem, concern about 

appearance, and exercise addiction and eating disorder. 
the measures: prevalence of body dissatisfaction, NFHS-5 mental health measures, and peer-reviewed literature 

reported instances. 

satisfaction, NFHS-5 mental health measures, and peer-reviewed literature reported instances. 
The six dimensions were weighted means with scores 0–100 and the higher the score, the more vulnerable. 

City Selection 
Five cities were chosen for comparison 

Delhi - Capital city of the nation, with very high influencer culture intensity and very high web-use youth. 

Mumbai - India's entertainment capital, whose culture of beauty has been predominantly Bollywood-led. 
Education city with very high web intensity but with greater exposure to cultural heterogeneity. 

Hyderabad - Conservative-to-modern development city. 
Kochi - Smaller analogue but comparatively digital city chosen to capture local heterogeneity and coming 

together of cultural forces. 

Non-metro and metro cities are chosen for comparison. 

Sources of Data 

The study is supported by a set of secondary sources: 

IAMAI Reports (2022-23): To provide data on the digital consumption of the city and internet penetration. 

NFHS-5 Data (2019-21): For mental health, BMI, and youth health indicators of the city data. 

 

WHO Reports (2018-22): For setting the world standards of mental well-being of the youth. 
More than 50 Indian and international peer-reviewed journals from 2014 to 2023. 

Expert Consultation: Conducted post-expert consultation with three psychologists and two media scholars, 

who also redid weights and maintained a check on scoring. 

Scoring Method 

Indicator Choice: Restricted to 3 to 4 top-scoring indicators only to represent each PEI factor. 
Weighting: Percentage weights were used based on expert judgment (i.e., Perception = 30%, Exposure = 35%, 

Impact = 35%). 

Data Normalization: All sources' unadjusted data were normalized to 0–100 scale. 
Composite Score: PEI of a city's composite score was calculated on weighted average. 

Formula: 
PEIcity=0.3(P)+0.35(E)+0.35(I)PEI_{city} = 0.3(P) + 0.35(E) + 0.35(I)PEIcity=0.3(P)+0.35(E)+0.35(I) 

 

Ethical Considerations 

Research, though it did not collect primary data, was conducted in terms of ethical considerations 
Government statistics or publicly peer-reviewed statistics only were used in study. 

Expert opinion was anonymized. 
Unanticipated mental health conditions were given discrimination that was prudently led.  
 

Methodological Limitations 

No face-to-face interviews or person-to-person questionnaires were used: The observation relies on second-

hand sources of evidence with a limitation on how quantifiable the experience within the environment is.  
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Trained only in urban space: Trained also were rural youth residing in urban space and would be dealing with 
other challenges. 

Highly unstable algorithms: With highly unstable platform dynamics, there would be some data that are 
outdated. 

Interpretatively prejudiced: Even with expert backing, beauty standard judgment remains subject to 

interpretative criticism. 

4. Results 

Other than such flaws stated above, the system gives a robust comparative image of Indian city body image and 

social media self-image. 

Composite PEI Scores by Cities 

Table1: Result scores (on 0–100 scale, higher more vulnerable): 

City Perception (P) Impact (I) Composite PEI Score 

Delhi 82 80 82.6 

Mumbai 80 78 80.3 

Bengaluru 70 72 72.9 

Hyderabad 65 68 67.7 

Kochi 60 62 62.3 

Explanation of above table: 

Table displays five Indian cities—Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and Kochi—on three PEI 

dimensions: 
Perception (P): Perceived ideal body perception and appearance of youth. 

Exposure (E): How much they are exposed to social media and being center of digital.  

Impact (I): Psychological impact such as self-esteem, appearance anxiety, and resilience. 

Key takeaways 

Delhi and Mumbai high exposure but low influence and perception, i.e., high appearance pressure and social 

media exposure expose their youth to maximum exposure. 

Bengaluru relatively exposed—high exposure but higher resistance than Mumbai or Delhi. 
Hyderabad and Kochi relatively better with better attitudes and higher protective factors such as family support 

and cultural resilience. 
Most resistant city is Kochi and most exposed city is Delhi. 
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Visual Representation of Findings 

Fig. 1: Graph of PEI Scores Across Citiese 

 

Key Findings 

Delhi and Mumbai as High-Risk Cities 

Both with over 80 composite scores outdoors. 
Motivators: highest-of-the-highest influencers, highest cell penetrability and Bollywood-tested beauty 

categories. 
Exposure level most prevalent in Delhi, city cosmopolitan youth due to being of cyber celebrities. 

Middle Case Bengaluru 

72.9 composite score. 
Teenagers web active but culture diversity sensitive at world levels to an evening pressure level.  

Even when novelty body culture affects male muscularity issues. 
Hyderabad and Kochi as Relatively Resilient 

Hyderabad 67.7, Kochi lowest of 62.3.  

Both possess a stronger family and pluralization of cultures support system. 
Reactive body diversity movements of Kochi are stronger, exerting pressure of thinness by women. 

 

Gender Differences 

Second-order analysis of data upon strong gendered patterns: 

Young Women: 
Most susceptible to thinness and colourism ideologies. 

Exposed to more appearance concern and self-objectification. 
Marriage-market pressure is magnified in urban metros through social media commodifying beauty to be seen. 

Young Men: 

Most vulnerable to ideal body and physical form and bodybuilding. 
Wear more grief tears with body statistics, protein shakers, and gym culture. 

Common in Delhi and Bengaluru, where "gym life" pictures dominate the internet. 
 

Cross-City Gender Dynamics 

Delhi: The girls are appearance-conscious; the boys are health-conscious. 
Mumbai: Bollywood ideal also affects men. 

Bengaluru: Women responded back through women co-authoring counter-narratives on the internet. 
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Hyderabad: Far more open-minded men than Delhi. 
Kochi: More body-conscious women with body-positivity revolution; more gym-body-conscious with men. 

 

Explanation 

The greater the loss, the greater the fraction thereto 

Urban more prone to manipulation with focus, algorithmic pressure, and salience. 
Non-metro towns hardly fully sheltered, much improved with collectivistic family culture and local diversities.  

Sex differences yes, but men's vulnerabilities piling up and piling up. 

 

5. Discussion 

Testing the Hypotheses 

H1: Greater exposure to social media will tend to reduce self-esteem of the youth. 

Confirmed. Highest impact scores, i.e., body dissatisfaction and appearance anxiety, were assigned by cities 

with the highest exposure scores (Delhi, Mumbai). This is corroborated with previous researches (Perloff, 2014; 
Rodgers et al., 2016) on whether excessive use of a photo-shopped portrayal of life reduces self-esteem. 

H2: Urban metropolitan cities Delhi and Mumbai are more body dissatisfied than small urban cities Hyderabad 
and Kochi. 

Supported. It was observed that there were very large differences between composite values of Delhi and 

Mumbai, i.e., >80, as compared to 62.3 from Kochi and 67.7 from Hyderabad. Cosmopolitan culture and 
influencer economy of the metros are driving the body image pressure. 

H3: There are gender differences based on appearance, and female probability of appearance anxiety while 
there is increasing worry regarding male muscularity being observed. 

Supported. Thinness and whiteness were the issues continuously reported by women, whereas men—especially 

in Delhi and Bengaluru cities—were increasingly worried about muscularity. 
Why Do Some Cities Fare Better or Worse? 

Delhi and Mumbai – Hotspots of Weakness 
Powerful youth population with conspicuous peer visibility online. 

Bollywood and fashion endorse idealized ideals. 

Algorithmic amplification therefore becomes the cause of broad spread of beauty content. 
All economic foundations, imparting high digital penetration, raise the exposure. 

Bengaluru – A Balanced Case 
The cosmopolitization and globalisation of urban culture make Western body ideals mainstream among the 

young and, with them, counter ideologies like body positivity, feminism, or queer activism. 

Moderate vulnerability: youth feel pressured but also affiliated with other discourses.  

Hyderabad – Transitional Zone 

Accelerated urbanization with a balanced blend of family culture to offset all the stresses.  
Reasonable social media penetration leads to exposure being much lower compared to Delhi or Mumbai. 

 

Kochi – Comparative Resilience 
Strong tradition of education and computer literacy. 

Activism adds muscle to resistance against narrow ideals (fat acceptance and anti-colorism, etc.). 

Smaller city dynamics mean fewer influencers and lower algorithmic visibility of body-focused content. 

Algorithmic Amplification and Cultural Context 

Observations show that it is where technology meets culture that vulnerability is created: 

http://www.jetir.org/


© 2026 JETIR January 2026, Volume 13, Issue 1                                                          www.jetir.org  (ISSN-2349-5162)  
G H Raisoni International Skill Tech University Pune 

 

G. H. Raisoni College of Arts, Commerce and Science, Wagholi, Pune, Maharashtra-412207, India. 

JETIRHG06038 Journal of Emerging Technologies and Innovative Research (JETIR) www.jetir.org 393 
 

Algorithmic Factors: When there is an Instagram algorithmic environment, the site serves posts that do well, 
i.e., beauty, fitness, or fashion. It builds feedback loops that position high ideals to the standard. 

Cultural Factors: Algorithms, e.g., those devised by Tinder via Laura Ongaro-Gaia’s algorithm parameters, 
constrain and govern the men and women a man or woman encounters. 

Much more than simply technology, global platform dynamics have significant roles in how local cultural 

values reinforce or undermine vulnerability. 

Comparison with Global Findings 

Western Studies: Similar to Fardouly and Vartanian (2016) and Holland and Tiggemann (2017), Indian youth 

also experience inflated discontents while looking at ideal images.  

Male Vulnerabilities: Griffiths et al. (2018) are sure that certain Indian young men are being forced more and 
more to be muscular, just like their western counterparts. 

Cultural Specificity: Ideals and expectations of fairness which are caste/gender-specific, unlike Western 
environments, are still predominantly Indian, thus making the process of social comparison more than a fantasy. 

Counter-Narratives: Similarly, Cohen et al. in 2019 discovered in their research on body positivity, so also does 

the same type of thing happen in Kochi, whereby activist content actually becomes a buffer against negative 
effects, although such content is not usually far-reaching. 

Broader Implications 

For Youth Identity: Social media has been two-edged. Social media is used to portray society and re-state 

prevalent stereotypes, and therefore have adverse impacts on other norms. 

For Mental Health: Increased anxiety, low self-esteem, and disordered eating are indirect routes leading from 
cyber life to psychological outcomes. 

For Society: In order to close down internet bullying and shield teenaged children, to mention nothing of model 
behavior to the highest standards, America requires, if also in a restructuring of its morally questionable 

alliance, new legislation. 

6. Recommendations 

The. study Is attributing social media as youth culture and also being among the risks to body image and self-
esteem. The threat needs to be tempered through an intervention with various stakeholders. 

 

Schools and Learning Environments 

Digital Literacy Education: 

Integrate media and digital literacy into school curriculums so that children learn to critically read beauty 
content, spot filters, and not be deceived by algorithms. 

Create interactive workshops where students deconstruct and unpack influencer messages.  

Mental Health Counselling 
Train counselors to deal with bullying, comparison, and body dissatisfaction. 

Add peer support clubs to de-stigmatize peer sharing. 

Curriculum Reform: 

Integrated body diversity, inclusivity, and resilience in health class.  

Uncover positive body-type, gender, and ethnic role models 
Parents and Families 

Awareness Campaigns 
Educate the parents about the effects of too much social media and how to empower the parents to deal with the 

pressure of being a specific type with all the stakeholders. 
Promote responsible screen use, not a total ban that will push it underground. Promote involvement in activity 

for gaining self-esteem on merit, and not appearance—sport, the arts, and community service. 

Role Modeling 
Parents are not required to be role models of negative responses—e.g., colour or weight put-downs—and, 

instead, need to promote diversity and acceptability. 

Policymakers and Regulators 
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Platform Accountability 
Enforce algorithm transparency — websites ought to make it clear how beauty and fashion content is 

sponsored. Ban beauty filters as a response to body shape and skin tone cyber manipulation among youth.  

Advertising Policy: 

Easier regulation to avoid misleading beauty ads—i.e., fairness creams and weight loss tablets. Easy 

disclaimers for influencer posts artificially photoshopped online. Mental Health Law 
Let us even invest on mental health initiatives for youth under the National Health Mission. Subsidizing mobile 

apps and helplines is the bare minimum. That will help in early intervention and guidance of youth. 

Social Media Platforms 

Algorithmic Solution 

We need to turn the fashion and idealized beauty blogging trend around. We need to give space for more body-
positive blogs in an encompassing body type. 

One thing we can really do is plant “time reminders” among the teenagers. That would maybe hold them 
acountable for over-scrolling. 

Content Moderation 

One should correctly censor and limit hashtags such as #thinspo or #fitspiration. In the real world, they promote 
unhealthy body comparison between people. Something that we can also do is also be the subject of campaigns 

such as #RealMe or #NoFilter. That is the way of bringing in being real cool.  

Youth Engagement 

School and NGO collaboration to develop campaigns of healthy body image and e-health. 

Mental Health and Clinicians 

Training and Education: 

Psychiatrists and psychologists should be trained to identify distress caused by social media use such as body 
dysmorphic disorder. 

Early Intervention: 

Teen girls and sport-male teenagers should be screened for negative body image and negative self-esteem on 
regular teen visits. 

Community Support 
Hold workshops in cities to target such populations, especially teen girls and sport-male teenagers. 

Youth-Led Counter-Narratives 

Body Positivity Activism 
Influence young adults to take part in Instagram campaigns where they challenge young adults to embrace 

themselves and value diversity. Ask people to generate content desensitizing the beauty stereotypes. 

Intersectional Awareness: 

The size alone is to be addressed specifically by the campaigns but likewise others like colorism, caste 

stereotyping, and gender nonconformity need to be addressed. 
Where we are, we cannot alter and do it. We require governments, platforms, schools, and families to work 

together and make children resilient. We don’t wish to ban social media but ensure that it is a respectful, safe, 
and empowering environment. Cyber literacy is acquired at school. 

7. Limitations and Future Research 

Limitations of the Study 
Indeed, the study does say something regarding social media's effect on body image and self-esteem among 

Indian youth. However, we need to make the declaration here too that it has some limitations: 

Secondary Data Dependence 

It is second-hand data in the form of recent studies, meta-analyses, and reports upon which the study relies and 

not new primary surveys and experiments in the pipeline. 
This approach is a general and comparative summary but may perhaps not necessarily be real experience of the 

youth of today's India. 
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Urban-Centric Orientation 
The case studies were patterned in metropolis big cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and 

Kochi. 
We didn't have that proportionally high number of rural and semi-urban teens, and therefore weren't 

proportionately represented, since they're less technologically advanced and more culturally traditional in 

inclination. 

Cross-Sectional Approach 

More precise would be a more representative cohort of snapshots-in-time and longitudinal data on hand for 
incorporation in the application of setting exposure duration interval and over time accumulation of identity. 

 

Algorithmic Opacity 
While the study surmises the algorithmic effect, amplification processes unique to each platform remain 

unknown due to corporate secrecy. 
All such researches and surveys discussed above are self-reported body image and self-esteem. Social 

desirability may lead to underreporting or overreporting. 

 

Future Research Directions 

Taking cue from a lead offered by the results of the present study, future studies can bridge these gaps by 
moving in the following directions: 

Citizen-Side Studies 

Conduct mass surveys of Indian youth in various regions—urban, rural, tribal—to tap regional variation of 
social media influence. 

Uncover lived lives behind numbers using ethnographic techniques (focus groups, interviews).  

 

 

Experimental Studies 
Conduct experiments to monitor short- and long-term psychological effects of exposure to beautiful vs. diverse 

social media content. 
Try using body-positive content or algorithmic interventions to determine if they suppress harmful 

comparisons. 

 

Platform Audits 

Collaborate with computer scientists to conduct algorithmic auditting of Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube from 
the Indian point of view. 

Recreate discriminatory trends (e.g., liking fair skin, thin, bodybuilders).  

 

Intersectional Research 

Examine different effects of social media on gender, caste, class, and orientation. 
E.g., while being vulnerable to exploitation, queer youth are empowered on social media. 

 

Longitudinal Research 
Follow cohorts of adolescents over 5–10 years to observe the effect of social media on resilience, mental health 

outcome, and identity formation. 
 

Policy-Oriented Research 
Consider if school computer literacy studies or legislative advert ban on fairness advertising works. 

Offer evidence-based recommendations to stakeholder government and business. 
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Final Note on Research Gaps 
This paper therefore reflects some of the new research in cyber culture and adolescent psychology in India. It is 

therefore to be taken in isolation as a starting point. New frontiers, new trends, and new wars erupt like new 
shoots annually as the phenomenon grows and gets harder at warp speed. 

We can guarantee cyberspace as space where richly textured identities, healthy self-esteem, and true self-

expression thrive only through self-renewing, multi-disciplinary, and collective research. 

8. Conclusion 

Stepping Back to the Problem 

The current research, grounded in nine previous studies, sought to establish whether and how Indian youth body 

image and self-esteem are influenced by social media. The researchers tried and confirmed nine studies via the 
same, tried an urban Indian context. The findings positively represent that social media sites—Instagram, 

TikTok, and YouTube—are non-linear line communications media. Instead, they are culture reinforcements 
where travel is used to amplify existing ideals of beauty, gender, and attractiveness. 

For young Indians and teens growing up with access to a speed-digitizing world, such reinforcement can have a 

negative effect: body discontent, image concern, and decreased self-esteem 

Key Findings 

Greater Exposure to Social Media → Decreased Self-Esteem 
Urban centers Delhi and Mumbai, more socially media-grained, were most exposed to negative body image. 

Gendered Dynamics 

Whereas men are becoming more susceptible to muscularity and fitness pressures, women are becoming more 
susceptible to thinness and whiteness pressures. 

Cultural Specificity 
Indian youth, as opposed to the West, have a few preconditions in the form of colorism, marriage markets, and 

caste expectations combined with algorithmic bias. 

City-Level Variations 
Delhi and Mumbai were high-vulnerability zones, Bengaluru and Hyderabad transition zones, and Kochi was 

relatively more resilient because of digital sensitivity and liberal activism. 

Algorithm-Culture Nexus 

It is the manner in which platform systems overlap with deeply embedded cultural hierarchies that produces 

negative consequences, though not necessarily because of algorithms.  
 

Contributions of the Study 
Takeaways are a set of contributions: 

Synthesis: Conceptual framework across Indian contexts is extracted from an immense body of previous 
research. 

Comparing Lens: It is concerned with social media impacts differing within the same country by studying 
trends at city-level. 

Policy Relevance: It provides policy-relevant recommendations to legislatures, homes, schools, and platforms. 

Theoretical Contribution: It seizes the phenomenon of the algorithm-cultural interface, wherein the local 
cultural sensibilities are pitted against platform global imperatives. 

Public Relevance 
You can't exaggerate the sense of urgency. Close to 250 million Indian youth are going digital every day, and 

thus risks of unhappiness, eating disorders, low self-esteem, and anxiety can become a public health concern. 
If unmitigated, dissemination of ill-considered thoughts on social media can not only displace mental health but 

also more general attempts at gender equality, diversity, and social justice. 

 

Towards a Healthier Digital Future 

Rather than eliminating social media, the hope is to reshape and reboot it: 
Embrace various styles and true selves. 
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As not an instrument of indoctrination in paranoia but as a forum that encourages self-expression and 
resistance. 

As one of the mechanisms whereby India's vibrant diversity of cultural realities merged with international 
influences 

This vision needs to be one that is shared by all—by platforms, by parents and teachers, by politicians, but most 

importantly by young people themselves. It needs to be harnessed to reform the story from that of toxic 
comparison to one of digital empowerment. 

Final Thought 
Lastly, this work argues that Indian society is staged on social media and negotiated on social media. In doing 

so, creating new insecurities through inflationary algorithms, a reiteration of the ancient issue of colorism and 

gendered expectation. As a research proposal for the future, it is how this mold is recreated as a location of 
freedom, imagination, and worthiness instead of fossilized as a prison. 

Then and only then can Indian children grow up within a virtual culture that nourishes them and not drains their 
self-esteem, confidence, and belongingness. 
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