© 2026 JETIR March 2026, Volume 13, Issue 3 www.jetir.org (ISSN-2349-5162)

JETIR.ORG
JOURNAL OF EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES AND

INNOVATIVE RESEARCH (JETIR)

An International Scholarly Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

JETIR

Al o,

s

Open Educational Resources: A Strategic
Approach to English Language Teaching and
Learning

Dr. Vanaja
DL in English
MJPTBCWRDC., Sulthanabad, Peddapalli, Telangana

Abstract

Open Educational Resources have become a powerful factor of changing the center of attention and the
method of learning English language by facilitating more access to the teaching resources and creating the
less restrictive tone of teaching. The openly licensed material in language classrooms in which the students
are expected to be engaged in the ongoing working with the reading, writing, listening, speaking, vocabulary,
and grammar can become a great opportunity in the context of the support it would offer to the teacher, as
well as to the learners. Their benefit not only in the fact that they allow reducing dependence on costly
commercial resources, but also in the fact that they enable one to adjust to the local environment, the degree
of learner expertise, and the needs of the learners in the classroom.

Within the English Language Teaching context, OER provide have provided greater participation and
inclusion in learning whereby a massive number of materials can be reused and rebuilt with ease in a new
format. They are the ones that enhance the innovation of pedagogy as an open textbook, multimedia
resources, modulating lessons, collaborative teaching resources, which can be revised in accordance with the
instructional goals. This degree of openness creates teacher agency and contributes to the creation of skill-
based content and culturally relevant content. In the meantime, there are practical considerations guiding the
use of OER in ELT, which are selection of the right resource, quality assurance and copyright, technology

readiness, and institutional focus.

Classroom integration is a matter that should be carefully evaluated, placed in context, knowledgeable of
open licensing, and coordinated with communicative and learner-centred strategies of integration. OER is
able to increase the access to English language instruction, quality of it when teacher training and a
cooperative learning environment promotes it. Their growing involvement in contemporary learning is an
indicator of the increased openness and equality, not to mention innovation. In this regard, however, OER
may also be addressed as a resource alternative in the teaching of English, as well as a conspicuous

pedagogic tool to attain both affordable, versatile and inclusive learning. The OER are teaching, learning and
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research materials that are either free or released under open licenses or external to the state before free

access, reuse, adaptation and redistribution.

Keywords: OERs, resource alternative, inclusive learning, English language instruction, open licensing,

cooperative learning environment etc.
Introduction

OER is also referred to as Open Educational Resources and has taken center stage in the modern-day
education system, as it has broadened access to information and has minimised access barriers that might be
brought about by cost, copyright laws and unequal access to quality learning resources. UNESCO
acknowledges OER as any learning, teaching, and research content in any form or media that is in the public
domain or is distributed under an open license allowing without cost life cycle use, reuse, adaptation and
redistribution by other users. Such definition is quite important within the current educational setting
wherein digital technologies have revolutionized the manner in which content is manufactured, shared, and

accessed within the classroom environment, academic institutions, and through self-study settings.

OER has a great level of relevance in English Learning and Teaching. Textbooks are not the only elements to
learn English, which needs to be done through constant reading passages, practice with grammar, listening,
vocabulary, model writing, practicing pronunciation and engaging activities. The access to such materials is
not balanced in most learning institutions, more so in institutions where students have different social and
economic backgrounds. OER can be used to help solve this issue by ensuring that high availability of
educational materials at minimal or no cost is achieved, thus enhancing equitable and inclusive learning
opportunities. The OER framework by UNESCO is directly associated with access to and quality education,

which is why OER is particularly beneficial in terms of language classes.

The English educators may deal with learners of varying age and levels of proficiency or even language. One
prescribed textbook might not be able to cover all the classroom requirements. OER enables the instructor to
choose, modify, simplify, localize or re-arrange resources on the basis of the level and situation of his/her
students. The flexibility promotes the teaching process that is learner-centred and the teaching of English is
more sensitive to local realities, cultural settings, and classroom different circumstances. UNESCO
recognizes the capability to develop, access, reuse, modify, and share contents as one of the core aspects of
the OER approach.

OER is also significant in the sense that it fosters the culture of exchange and sharing among teachers. The
OER model does not provide an authoritative view of educational content and learning materials as fixed
and limited, but it argues that teachers, institutions, and communities should collaborate in the development
and enhancement of learning materials. As far as teaching English language is concerned, it may result in
improved lesson plans, more practice materials, and more context-sensitive materials to the learners.
Therefore, OER constitutes not just a line of free teaching resources; the resources can be viewed as the

philosophy of education of openness, participation, accessibility, and constant improvement.
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Meaning and Nature of Open Educational Resources

Open Educational Resources is a term that is used to refer to educational resources that can be open as well
as may be utilized in teaching, learning and research. The materials according to UNESCO are any material
of any form or model that includes print, digital text, audio, video, pictures, assignments, modules, and the
whole courses. Meaning that they are free or available online does not automatically make them open,
simply because in the fact that they are stored in the common good or are published under an open license
that authorizes users to use, reuse, remake and redistribute them license legally.

It is possible to draw a line between an open resource and a free resource. A huge amount of education is
made accessible on the internet which is free to read or download, but is also entirely covered in copyright
law and cannot be altered or copied in legislation. An OER, in its turn, gives the users a set license to reuse
the material under some circumstances. In practice, this openness is often enabled with the help of Creative
Commons licenses, thus explaining how an object may be distributed, amended or utilized. Such licenses are
known by Creative Commons as a standardized way in which these creators permit higher permission in that

other individuals can find it easier to legally engage in communication with educational content.

OER is an educational and lawful phenomenon. Pedagogically, OER should support learning in terms of
motion of access to information and support of pedagogic novelty. On legal side, they are based on the open
licensing systems which guarantee the authorship of the creator though enables a broader application by the
society. It is what makes OER especially relevant to education. It can also be adapted by a teacher with
license permitting such adaptation, rearranging the examples, translating the instructions, and adding local
references, and issuing the modified form to students. That is the absolute break of the traditional

copyrighted contents, which usually do not allow redistribution and editing.

Another important feature of OER is flexibility. As OER is reusable and can be edited, they may be designed
to suit all the needs of the learners, other languages, time periods, and educational settings. It is also helpful
particularly in the teaching of English language. The teachers may need to apply one version of the lesson to
beginners, another one to those learners who are understandable, and another to those who must be
supported as being bilingual. OER may provide such a change, without the need to necessarily create
everything new. The feature helps the teachers to be more open to the various realities in the classroom, and
to facilitate the teaching-learning process to be more flowing and sensitive.

The type of OER is also collaborative. OER is not meant to be used individually any longer; it promotes
community creation, enhancement, and sharing. The OER recommendation adopted by UNESCO note the
importance of capacity building, enabling policy, promoting supportive and inclusive equitable quality OER,
supporting sustainability and promoting global collaboration. All of these indicate that OER are also a subset
of a broader trend of open knowledge and mutual education advancement, and not a technical approach to
file sharing. The essence of the notion of OER thus is in one word openness, accessibility, flexibility, and
legal allowability. They are not static and open-ended and inclusive instead of exclusive. The features

discussed in the context of English language teaching and learning, make OER very valuable since language
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education requires the extensive access of the materials to a great number of people, the possibility to repeat
the exercises, and the opportunity to adjust the content to the needs of the learners. This is why OER became
a more significant instrument in terms of democratization, flexibilities, and effectiveness of English

education.
Significance of OER in Teaching and Learning English Language

Of particular significance to English Language Teaching and Learning is the use of Open Educational
Resources since learning language requires a habitual exposure to diverse, significant and re-useable tools.
English learners should be provided with not just the grammar explanations and vocabulary lists, but with
reading passages, listening passages, speaking prompts, writing models, and various multimodal resources
which can be addressed multiple times. OER can address this requirement by providing open access to
teaching and learning resources that can be used, adapted, and redistributed so that English teachers can go
beyond a book textbook and build more complex learning behaviour strategies to different proficiency levels
and classroom situations (Altunay, 2013; UNESCO, 2019).

One of the primary arguments that OER is an issue in ELT is that access to education and equity is enhanced.
The OER framework developed by UNESCO clearly connects open resources with inclusive, equitable, and
quality education, and focuses on the fact that the learning materials need to be affordable, user-friendly, and
context-based. It is quite applicable to the English education, when students may require numerous
additional materials, and where some of the commercial materials are sometimes costly. According to
Burrows, Staley, and Burrows (2022), the price of textbooks and course material may be a significant
hindrance in the EFL as well as the ESL setting, but OER may also make available quality course materials
at no cost to students. In this regard, OER are not purely convenient digital-based tools they are a means to
widen the scope of access to English learning especially among students with limited economic backgrounds
(Burrows et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2019).

It is also a big issue that OER makes English instruction more dynamic and pedagogy adaptive. The
classroom of language is hardly consistent; the learners can vary in age, proficiency, and the background of
the first language, needs in their studies as well as in the context of culture. Licensed openly allow new
versions of the material to be created, simplified, localised, translated or rearranged so that instructors can
customise instruction to the needs of students. This is a huge benefit in ELT since the degree of level, subject
matter, and cultural diversity can be a huge matter of success or failure in the classroom. Burrows et al.
(2022) focus on changes in teaching language difficulty, cultural-responsiveness, and method, and Altunay
(2013) values the OER as an approach in the support of various language competencies and learning styles.
This viability renders OER especially important to the area of learner-centred and inclusive English

pedagogy (Altunay, 2013; Burrows et al., 2022).

There is one more contribution of OER to ELT, which is that they reinforce professional collaboration and
open pedagogical practice. In language teaching instruction, educators tend to adapt or invert worksheets,
reading packets, vocabulary exercises and skill-based activities to their students. Open education resource
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enables that work to be dispersed, enhanced and reused throughout the classroom and institution. Open
language education has placed emphasis on efforts to explain that while OER are indeed about saving
money, they are also about the creation of a new knowledge ecology where both teachers and learners are
engaged in the creation, adaptation, and curation of resources together. This is particularly beneficial in the
language-instructional practice where the materials that are context-sensitive can be produced either as a

result of teacher practice but not as standardized models of publication (Blyth and Thoms, 2021).
Benefits of OER in ELT

The commonly known benefit of OER in ELT is that of its affordability. Often, English learners are in need
of more than just a single resource to be able to create the four skills in an efficient way, and commercial
options in grammar, reading, listening, and test preparation can be very expensive. OER alleviates this load,
since good material is free of charge, and more people have access to learning English. The general results of
research on OER have always shown that students have a favourable attitude to open materials and the
introduction of OER can also lead to cost reduction without negatively affecting academic performance; the
review by Hilton found that the learning outcomes of students using OER were no lower than those using
traditional textbooks, and Colvard, Watson, and Park (2018) documented an increased percentage of good
grades and a reduced rate of DFW in courses that received OER. Despite the fact that outcome research is
not specifically applied to ELT, the arguments presented by them in question enhance the argument that the
process of cost reduction in the context of OER does not presuppose the drop in the quality of education
(Colvard et al., 2018; Hilton, 2016).

A resource can frequently be indeed effective only after it has been altered by the teacher according to the
context in which the learners are, the purpose and even the level of the learners. By means of open licenses,
teachers can alter the vocabulary load, vary examples, replace references that cause issues with a certain
culture, simplify instructions, introduce bilingual scaffolding, or re-arrange tasks when meeting classroom
objectives. Burrows et al. (2022) demonstrate that adjusting OER to language complexity and cultural
responsiveness is the core to their efficacy in English classrooms, whereas Altunay (2013) also expresses the
same idea and states that OER can be helpful with various language learning requirements because they help
teachers create materials addressing specific skills and student profiles. Such a remixing and revision power
is one of the most effective practical benefits of OER in language teaching due to its contribution to both
pedagogic applicability and inclusiveness (Altunay, 2013; Burrows et al., 2022).

Another significant benefit is the extent of language input and multimodality that OER has the potential to
offer. Students can learn English very well where multiple types of inputs (text, audio, video, images, and
interaction activities) are encountered. Open textbooks, graded readers, pronunciation materials, listening
activities, academic reading courses, and online exercises are all types of OER, thus, they are particularly
appropriate to integrated-skills teaching. The authors note that OER can be employed to help learn various
theories and practices of language learning (Altunay, 2013), and Burrows et al. (2022) show that teachers

can choose and modify OER to match the CEFR levels and by skill areas. The richness can assist teachers in
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developing more diverse, interactive, and communicative learning than it would be with one textbook that

would stay at a single position (Altunay, 2013; Burrows et al., 2022).

OER may also facilitate learner independence and life-long learning out of classrooms. As openly licensed
materials are typically in digital form and shareable, students can reuse them on themselves, review and
practice them at their own speed. This is very important in the learning of English where one may have to
master the language alone and hence a lot of repetition. Blended learning, flipped classroom and the self-
directed study habits can be supported using open materials. Simultaneously, this benefit does not come
without, teachers require a sufficient level of awareness and training so that they can see what resources are
appropriate and employ them effectively. The familiarity of the teachers with particular technologies of OER
was rather low, Perez-Paredes, OrdonanaGuillamon, and Aguado Jimenez (2018) discovered that the
advantages of OER in ELT are partly preconditioned by the professional development and institutional
support. Nevertheless, its ability to learn language in a more individualized and customizable manner is one

of the greatest advantages of OER (Perez-Paredes et al., 2018).

OER promote innovation and teacher agency in ELT. Teachers do not only have to depend on the content
produced by the publisher but can be designers and co-producers of learning materials that are closer to the
realities of their local environments, interests of learners, and their particular teaching goals. Open language
teaching has a growing character that has been referred to as an ecology of collaboration where both teachers
and learners engage in both the production and utilization of knowledge. This serves as a significant English
pedagogy change as it emphasizes on the relevance of context, experimentation, and common
professionalism. In the case of ELT, however, other benefits of OER are more than affordability: they are
increased accessibility, flexibility, input variety, promotion of self-directed learning, and the cultivation of a
culture of collaborative, creative pedagogy (Blyth and Thoms, 2021; UNESCO, 2019).

Tips and Resources of OER in English language learning

Open Educational Resources in the field of English language learning have numerous expressions, and their
diversity is one of their strongest aspects. UNESCO definitions UNESCO has a loose-including definition of
OER teaching, learning, and research materials, any format or medium, publicly available or published under
an open license, allowing no-cost access, reuse, adaptation, and redistribution (UNESCO, 2019). In relation
to English Language teaching, this implies that OER can consist of open textbooks, grammar workbooks,
lists of vocabularies, passages to read, writing instructions, listening activities, pronunciations, lesson plans,
quizzes, teacher manuals, and entire online courses. Since learning of language is based on repetition and

rehearsal of skills the multiple format availability of materials is particularly applicable in ELT.

In practice, OER in English language learning may be divided into some major groups. One of them is the
open textbook or workbook, available in a structured form to read, write, learn grammar, acquire vocabulary,
or learn skills in integrated form. According to Burrows et al (2022), OER in ELT may be of introductory
and advanced level, and may be offered in reading, writing, listening, speaking, grammar, or any of these

three aspects. A second form is modular courseware that contains lesson units, assignments and stand-alone
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activities and can be mixed and customized to fit classroom requirements by teachers. There is open
multimedia, i.e.: audio recordings, video recordings, and interactive digital exercises, especially beneficial in
terms of listening comprehension, pronunciation and communicative exercises in language. This open media
designs material such as open-licensed images, audio clips that educators can utilize in developing
worksheets, slides, vocabulary, and talking prompts (Burrows et al.,, 2022; UNESCO, 2019).

(files.eric.ed.gov)

COERLL(Center of Open Educational Resources and Language Learning) of the University of Texas at
Austin provides one of the most significant sources, which is free of charge to language educators. COERLL
also creates and trains OER and training resources on language teachers and brings open educational practice
in language teaching and learning, so it can be of particular interest to the classroom of English and other
languages (COERLL, n.d.). The other significant source is OER Commons as it outlines itself as an open
digital library of open educational resources where educators may or may not create, explore and collaborate
around teaching and curriculum content (OER Commons, n.d.). This is convenient as any English teacher
can search levels, areas of skills, topics and type of resource using this type of repository which assists in

finding content relevant to various learners. (coerll.utexas.edu) (oercommons.org)

Another potentially helpful resource is Openverse, an open search engine of openly licensed and public-
domain media. ELT is particularly an area where Openverse can be important since educators constantly
require images, audio, and other content to construct vocabulary practice, discussion activities, storytelling
activities, or digital presentations. According to the platform, it allows users to find openly licensed material
in the form of images, audio, and other content that can be used to remix and reuse, which makes it a
convenient tool to create classroom material and activities of the learners (Openverse, n.d.). Collectively,
repositories like COERLL, OER Commons and Openverse demonstrate that OER in the study of English do
not just rely on textbooks; they also encompass multimedia, customizable learning objects, and material

created by teachers that facilitate all the four language skills. (openverse.org)
Challenges in the Use of OER in ELT

Although promising, OER also has multiple challenges in the English Language Teaching and Learning.
Among the challenges that occur is the availability of suitable and quality material. Since huge repositories
have a lot of resources, it is frequently necessary that teachers use a lot of time to search, review, and choose
materials that are relevant to both the learners and the classroom objectives, as well as to the local
environment. Burrows et al. (2022) state that in ELT it is not just a matter of locating free resources but also
an opportunity to question the suitability of the material as pedagogically appropriate, linguistically suitable
and worthy of adaptation to a specific group of students. This is of particular concern in the teaching of

language, where level, clarity, cultural, and skill orientation are extremely significant.

Another difficulty is the problem of adaptation and contextualization. Though, the adaptability is one of the
greatest benefits of OER, it also causes the additional burden to the teacher. Before making a resource

effective in the classroom, English instructors must frequently simplify texts, adjust tasks, substitute
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culturally inappropriate examples, or make them relevant to the local context. Burrows et al. (2022)
demonstrate that the usefulness of OER in ELT is pegged on adaptation, but this comes over time, pedagogic
choice, and knowledge of open licenses. Practically, thus, even such flexibility of OER may require of

teachers who already have to cope with heavy teaching loads.

Lack of awareness and licensing knowledge is yet one more challenge. The use of OERs is not only
determined by the access to the materials but also the knowledge of copyright and open licensing. It is due to
these reasons that the OER Recommendation adopted by UNESCO puts such emphasis on capacity building
and supportive policy because teachers and institutions frequently require information on how to find, use,
adapt and share open materials in a responsible manner (UNESCO, 2019). Other wider researches on OER
have equally concluded that insufficient awareness, copyright and Creative Commons licensing uncertainty
and withheld training are significant impediments to adoption (Menzli et al., 2022). It has the potential in
ELT to deter teachers fulfilling the need to revise or redistribute otherwise valuable materials that open

licenses might even permit. (pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov)

The use of OER requires much use of internet access, technology, digital illiteracy, and an internet literacy of
online systems. It is pertinent particularly to English language learning since a great number of OER are
online, multimodal and interactive. In a study of the perceptions of language teachers towards OER
language-processing technology in mobile-assisted language learning, Perez-Paredes et al. (2018) have noted
that the familiarity of the teachers towards technology is unequal, and can make the difference between the
OER being used to meaningfully implement language teaching and remaining ineffective. OER has a
significant potential in ELT that would go to waste when the infrastructure is ineffective, and there is a lack

of digital confidence.

Simultaneously teachers also have to obtain the institutional support and sustainability. The teachers
individually might be open to the use of OER but in many cases effective long-term incorporation requires
policy backing, creation of training opportunities, repositories, acknowledgement of teacher participation
and sharing culture. UNESCO (2019) specifically names supportive policy, models of sustainability, and
international collaboration as being the key points in successful OER implementation. It means that OER
cannot be regarded merely as a set of classroom tools, but also need institutional ecosystems that help
teachers to find, adapt, and preserve resources in the long-term. Such support is even more significant in

ELT, where the material may frequently require regular updating as well as contextual refinement.
Plans for Effective Implementation of OER in English Classrooms

Integration of Open Educational Resources in English classrooms requires not only access to free material,
but a critical use of it as well. OER get significance in the language education provided that the teachers
apply it to the needs of the learners, the purpose of the curriculum, and classroom realities. The
recommendation on OER by UNESCO clarifies that the successful application of open resources is
indirectly related to capacity building, supportive policy, universal access, and sustainability, which means
that implementation of OER is a classroom practice and an institutional responsibility (UNESCO, 2019).
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When using open resources in English Language Teaching, there is a need to be careful in their selection
since not all the open resources can suit in every group of learners. The difficulty level, clarity of
instructions, relevance of material, cultural suitability and skill orientation will determine whether the
resource will lead to meaningful language learning or not. As Burrows, Staley, and Burrows (2022) note,
teachers should not focus on OER with respect to its openness and availability alone, but also consider its
pedagogic utility in a particular teaching scenario. This is particularly true in ELT, in which the effectiveness
of a lesson is often determined by the ability of the materials to relate to the language proficiency and

communicative demands of the learners.

The true power of OER in English classrooms comes into the picture once the teachers make changes to get
materials adapted and localized. Open resources can be best applied where they are refined to fit specific
learners as opposed to application in their raw state without any reflections. A reading passage can be
simplified, a listening task can be promptly reinforced by extra vocabulary and a grammar task can be made
more significant when the examples therein are given of the surrounding social or cultural world of the
learners. Burrows et al. (2022) stress the importance of adaptation to the relevance of OER in ELT, whereas
Blyth and Thoms (2021) declare that the open language education gets its promptness through the active
involvement of teachers as co-producers of learning resources. In this connection, the concept of the OER

implementation is not merely about utilizing resources but also creative pedagogic activity.

Meanwhile, OER should be integrated with an adequate knowledge of copyright and open licensing. Digital
materials are typically used by many teachers, who in various instances are not completely aware that such
materials can be copied, modified/ shared, or not. Because OER can be described as open, educators should
be clear about what they are being licensed with in terms of open licenses, in particular, Creative Commons
licensing. UNESCO (2019) hence emphasizes on developing the capacity of educators to find, apply,
modify, and develop openly licensed materials. Such awareness is critical in the English classes where the

materials used might be required to be condensed, contextualized, translated, or restructured.

OERs are best highly effective when built-in the interactive and learner-centred classroom activities and not
viewed as a dismal handout or an online duplicate of a textbook. The open texts may be discussed, role-
played, and written; the open audio and video may be used to engage in listening, pronunciation, and
speaking; the open pictures may provoke the vocabulary development, narrative, and interpretation. Blyth
and Thoms (2021) underline that open education in language teaching is the most helpful when it facilitates
participation, collaboration and construction of knowledge. This point of view has a high implication on ELT
where language has to be acquired through use, through interaction and through meaningful communication

not through passive exposure.

Digital preparedness by teachers and learners is also essential in making use of OER in the classroom
successfully. Technological confidence is a contributing factor to the successful utilization of open resources
since most of them are stored, adapted, and shared on digital platforms. Perez-Paredes, OrdonanaGuillamon,
and Aguado Jimenez (2018) demonstrate that the familiarity of teachers with the various language

technologies associated with OER is skewed, which calls training and practice both prior to their extensive
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implementation in teaching English. This implies that adoption of OER in ELT should not be left solely at
individual level, but the process needs to be guided by professional development, peer learning and

institutional support.

Support on institutional level further ensures the assimilation of OER because it provides the environment
where the teachers can work together, share modified resources, and develop repositories locally that mirrors
the needs of the curriculum and students. According to UNESCO (2019), the supportive policy and
sustainability models are prerequisites of successful OER implementation. This can be in relation to the
English language teaching where departments collaborate on the creation of open reading resources,
grammar materials, writing activity, and aural exercises appropriate to the local student. Through these
allocations of expertise, duplication of effort is avoided and there is also a quality improvement in resources,

financial gains and also a more effective culture of sharing and innovation in education institutions.
Conclusion

Open Educational Resources have played an increasingly significant role in English Language Teaching and
Learning since they increase the availability of high-quality resources, minimize the financial gap, and
provide the possibility of adapting these resources to the specific requirements of the learner. They are
important in ELT because to learn a language, one must be constantly exposed to it, repeatedly practice it
and ensure that their exposure is in form of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. OER can address these
requirements by rendering the educational material more inclusive, adaptable, and shareable, cancelling

more inclusive and learner-centred modes of English education (Burrows et al., 2022; UNESCO, 2019).

Simultaneously, free of charge is not the value of OER in English classrooms. Their academic capabilities
are perfectly observed in the circumstance that instructors can assess quality, grasp licensing, and localize
content and make it localized in the teaching operations by involvement in communicative and interactive
teaching. According to research in open language education, OER can enable collaboration, creativity and
active-participation among both teachers and learners, which might be considered the most effective (Blyth
and Thoms, 2021). They are important, hence, not only economically but also in the wider pedagogical,

equity and professional innovation arena.

In this respect, OER is not to be perceived as just a free online material, since it represents a bigger
educational trend rooted in openness, participation, and inclusion. They enable the access to be democratized
as well as promote more flexible as well as context sensitive classroom practice in the English Language
Teaching. Under the conditions of teacher education, digital preparation and institutional motivation, OER
can change the quality of English education and access. It is due to all these reasons that they will become

increasingly significant in the future of efficient, fair, and creative language teaching.
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